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METHODOLOGY

This report is based on a six-week fact-finding
mission in the northern Iraqi cities of Arbil,
Kirkuk and Dohuk, the regions of Barwari-
Bala, Sapna, Simel, Zakho and Nahla, and the
towns or villages of Bakhdida (Qaraqosh),
Tall-Kepe (Tell-Kayf), Tisqopa (Tell-Isquf),
Batnaya, Begopa (Baqofah), Alqosh,
Ba’shiga, Bahzani, Karimlish (Karemles),
Baritleh (Batrtillah), Sharafiyah,

Bahindawaya, ‘Ayn-Bagrah, Karanjok,
Dashqgotan, Pirozawah, ‘Ayn-Sifne, Shaglawa
and Diyana.

The fact-finding mission was conducted
between November and January 2010 to
investigate abuses against Assyrians in the
disputed territories of the Nineveh Plains and
in the Iraq Kurdistan Region. For security
reasons the Assyria Council of Europe did not
visit the city of Mosul.

Assyria Council of Europe interviewed over
70 men and women of the Chaldo-Assyrian
community, both privately and in group
settings. Interviews were conducted mainly in
Syriac and Arabic, without a translator,
persons having been identified for interview
largely with the assistance of Iraqi
nongovernmental organizations serving
Assyrian groups. In addition, Assyria Council
of Europe conducted follow-up telephone
interviews and consulted official documents
provided by Assyrian representatives. All of
these interviewees were informed of the
purpose of the interview, its voluntary nature,
and the ways in which the data would be
collected and used, and verbally consented to
be interviewed. The names and other
identifying information of many of them have
been withheld in the interests of their personal
security.

The report also draws on meetings in Arbil
with senior Assyrian official and Iraqi
Parliament member Yonadam Yousif Kanna.
Assyria Council of Europe also interviewed
Nineveh Provincial Council elected
representative Jevara Zaia, who in the 2008
provincial elections won the Christian
minority quota seat.



Map: The Iraqi Kurdistan Region and the Disputed Territories Claimed by the

Kurdistan Regional Government
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THE STRUGGLE TO
EXIST

The purpose of this report is to give the factarding the situation of Assyrians in northern Ireugluding the
Iragi Kurdistan Region (IKR). It also outlines thaurdistan Regional Government’s (KRG) policies todsa
Assyrians and other Christians of all denominati@sswell as other minorities in the region. Theoré also
outlines the reality of the Kurdistan Democraticrta KDP) leadership’s policies towards these gsoup
Additionally, it examines and responds to the s&slip misleading report presented in December 200#16.
Bayan Sami Abdul Rahman, the KRG’s High Represiatdb the UK in retaliation to allegations of Kisd
involvement in the killing and displacement of MbBs\Christians, and lends its support to the Novern2009
report by Human Rights Watch on violence againstamify communities in Nineveh province's disputed
territories.

Essentially at issue is the status of the Assyrianthe disputed territories immediately south loé tsemi-
autonomous IKR, as well as those Assyrians residiitigin the IKR. For nearly three decades previtrasi

governments attempted to “Arabise” northern Iragcibly driving out hundreds of thousands of noraids
such as Assyrians and Kurds from their homes attlihgeethnic Arabs in their place. Currently, snBaddam
Hussein’s overthrow, the leadership of the KRGsdissthat it is entitled to claim this land as pafran ever-
expanding Kurdish territory, stretching from thenj&r area near the Syrian border in the west allviiay to
Khanagin near the Iranian border to the southeast.

Vast segments of these disputed territories claitmgdhe Kurdish authorities are historical regi@isother
indigenous Iragi peoples. Kirkuk, for example istbrically Assyrian and Turkmen, Mosul is Assyriand
Arab, and the Nineveh Plains are home also to Aessyr Yazidis, Shabak, Turkmen and Kaka'is. Turkraed
Arabs also predominate and outnumber Kurds in tbehnof Diyala province. Furthermore, the Kurdish
presence in most of these territories is not am@ed the non-Kurdish communities dominate. It vdoobt be
practical to thus construct boundaries and regibmisg ethnic lines.

The KRG has also intensified its Kurdish natiortabsitiook since 2003, which through “Kurdification$
threatening the very existence and way of life asyrians indigenous to those areas presently utheér
control. The KRG authorities have been in powecein991, governing with semi-autonomy. They hold a
significant number of posts in the Iraqi state &mal Iragi constitution, grants the IKR powers alinegual to
those of the central government. This impedestte’s functionality.

While both Kurd and Arab leaderships claim thepdigd territories,’ such as the Nineveh Plains iokik, the
actual facts on the ground differ from the ethricakclusive narratives they portray. These terg®are
historically one of Iraq’s most ethnically, lingtigally, culturally, and religiously diverse areasd for
centuries they have been home to indigenous Ass@faistians, as well as Yazidis, Shabaks, Turkraaed,
other minorities. The same is true for the IKR, ethis not only home to communities of indigenousyk&ns
and Yazidis, but also to considerable Turkmen, Amath Armenian communities.

Of course, Irag’s Kurds deserve to be compensaiethé atrocities committed against them by théover
Iragi governments, among them genocide and théadisment of hundreds of thousands of people. Bbigei
though should be considered separate from the Koutdeent struggle for political control over thesputed
territories, and does not justify one ethnic grooptrolling the area exclusively. All victims of &am
Hussein’s Arabisation campaign should to be ablketiarn to, and rebuild, their historic communities
including Assyrians. Kurds also should not clainelagivity of suffering, especially since, histofigaKurds
have been the victimisers of indigenous groupsnesserous than themselves, such as Assyrians aridi¥.a
In a sense nowadays, history is once again reghgttapeating itself.



The competing efforts of Arabs and Kurds to resoher territorial disputes over northern Iraq'suie have
left the Assyrians, and other communities who tivere in an uncertain situation. It is they whaonodttely bear
the brunt of this conflict and come under growimggsure to declare their loyalty to either one sidéhe other,
or face the consequences. They are being victintigatle heavy handed tactics of the Kurdish autiestinot
the least arbitrary arrest and detention, tortane, intimidation, directed at anyone resisting Ksind
expansionist plans. The Kurdish thrust into théardas also created an opportunity and reasoArfdy ultra-
nationalists and Sunni extremists to continuergllimembers of minority groups, especially non-Muslilt is

precisely this segment of society, the shade of geéng neither Arab nor Kurd, which is strugglitogexist in
the new Iraq.



I. Relevant Legal Standards

Before describing the conditions of Assyrians arainers of other minority communities in
northern Irag, it may be helpful to remind the vaof the Iraqgi central government and its
responsibilities towards its minorities, as wellbasoutline of their legal rights, as stipulatedtie
relevant international, regional and national ssadd, including the country’s new constitution. Muc
of this relies on information presented by Humagh® Watch in their November 2009 Repoahd
serves as a useful background.

Irag and International Standards Protecting Minorit y Rights

On gaining independence and joining the LeagueatioNs in 1932 Irag made a declaration that it
would protect the rights of minorities. Even thougtvas the first non-European state to so declare,
went back on its word with the massacre of rou@Dp0 Assyrians in the Simel area in August
1933, forcing the flight of 12,500 refugees to iiguring Syria and the abandonment of over 60
villages. This campaign of terror inflicted by tinaqi monarchy has been described by modern-day
scholars as genocidal.

When the United Nations was formed after the Se&ndd War, the international community
recognised that minorities around the world wemtigdarly vulnerable to human rights abuses. In
December 1948 the UN General Assembly adopted timweédition on the Prevention and Punishment
of the Crime of GenocideThis was followed by others affirming the rightsroinorities within
international law. In 1971, Irag was one of thstfoountries in the world to ratify the Internaibn
Covenant on Civil and Political Rightérticle 26 of the Covenant bans discrimination eounds of
race, religion, and language, and article 27 issiete exclusively for the rights of minoritiesn*|

those States in which ethnic, religious or linguistinorities exist, persons belonging to such
minorities shall not be denied the right, in comitywith the other members of their group, to enjoy
their own culture, to profess and practice theinaeligion, or to use their own language.”

Since then Iraq has assumed the obligation toaatien to protect minority rights through other
notable UN conventions, such as the Internatiomaiv@ntion on the Elimination of All Forms of
Racial Discriminatiorf,and the Convention on the Rights of the Chilthe latter specifically requires
the education of a child to be directed to the &epment of ... his or her own cultural identity,
language and values” and gives a child of a raligiminority the right “to enjoy his or her own
culture, [and] to profess and practise his or vam celigion.®

Other UN Standards Protecting Minority Rights
Additionally, the United Nations General AssemBYNGA) has passed declarations that detail best

practices and human rights standards for proteatiimgrities. In the UNGA Declaration on the
Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of Diguoination Based on Religion or Belief (1981),

Y Human Rights Watch, “On Vulnerable Ground,” Novemt@d®, pp. 14-17.

2 Genocide Convention, adopted by Resolution 26@(Iif) the United Nations General Assembly, Decembéi948, G.A.
Res. 260 (Ill) A, entered into force January 1519

% International Covenant on Civil and Political RigiiiCCPR), adopted December 16, 1966, GA. Res. 22884 ,(21
U.N. GAOR Supp. (No. 16) at 52, U.N. Doc. A/6316 (19668 9.N.T.S. 171, entered into force March 23, 19@6fied
by Irag on January 25, 1971.

“International Covenant on the Elimination of Allrf of Racial Discrimination (ICERD), adopted Decenier1965,
G.A. Res. 2106 (xx), annex, 20, U.N. GAOR Supp. (N9.at47, U.N. Doc. A/6014 (1966), 660 U.N.T.S. 195, esdento
force January 4, 1969, ratified by Iraq on Jandary1970.

5 Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), agddiovember 20, 1989, G.A. Res. 44/25, annex, 44 GADR Supp.
(No. 49) at 167 U.N. Doc. A/44/49 (1989), entered fotoe September 2, 1980. Iraq acceded to the Cdioveon June 15,
1994.

® Ibid., arts. 29 and 30.



the “freedom to have a religion ... and freedorto.manifest his religion or belief in worship,
observance, practice and teaching” is protectedi,'@ercion which would impair [t]his freedom” is
prohibited’ More specifically, assembly for worship, observaateeligious holidays, maintaining
and erecting buildings for worship, acquiring itefmsuse in religious rituals, religious teachingla
appointment of religious leaders, fundraising feligion and communication with coreligionists are
activities that fall within the protection of fremm of religion® According to the UNGA'’s Declaration
on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National thnk€, Religious or Linguistic Minorities (1993),
states are obliged to protect minorities by takKimgasures to create favourable conditions to enable
persons belonging to minorities to express thawratteristics and to develop their culture, languag
religion, traditions and custom8The declaration also says that states must pribtedtientity of
minorities within their respective territories byaguraging “conditions for the promotion of that
identity” and measures allowing minority memberégarticipate fully in the economic progress and
development in their country” It states that minorities have the right to essbéind maintain their
own associations. Minorities also have “the righparticipate effectively in decisions on the naéib
and, where appropriate, regional level concerrtiegninority.™*

Regional Standards Protecting Minority Rights

Protecting the rights of minorities is also incaiqted into international law through regional
instruments and standards, such as the Councilimipg’s Framework Convention for the Protection
of National Minorities and the European CharterNtinority Languages, and the Arab Charter on
Human Rights?The Arab Charter, adopted in 2004 by the CoundhefLeague of Arab States (of
which Iraq is a founding member), states the follauy“minorities shall not be deprived of theirhig
to enjoy their culture or to follow the teachindsteir religions.**Further, the Arab Charter
prohibits denying an individual's rights becauséisfor her “race, colour, sex, language, religion,
political opinion, national or social origin, prapg birth or other status and without any
discrimination between men and woméf.”

National Standards Protecting Minority Rights

Irag’s constitutior!? adopted in October 2005 by popular referendumyheeus provisions
guaranteeing the rights of ethnic and religiousariiies. The constitution specifically “guarantd¢ks
full religious rights to freedom of religious bdl@nd practice of all individuals such as Christian
Yazidis, and Mandean SabeanS&trticle 3 explicitly recognizes that Iraq is a cognof multiple
nationalities, religions, and secfs.

" Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Ifgeance and of Discrimination Based on ReligiomBelief, G.A. res.
36/55, 36 U.N. GAOR Supp. (NO. 51) at 171, U.N. Doc. A/88/6.981), art. 1.

8 Ibid., art. 6.

® Declaration of the Rights of Persons Belonging ttidsal or Ethnic, Religious or Linguistic Minorise G.A. res. 47/135,
annex, 47 U.N. GAOR Supp. (No. 49) at 210, U.N. Doc. A1993), art. 4.

10 |bid., arts. 1 and 5.

Y pid., art. 2.

12 Framework Convention for the Protection of NatioMéorities, adopted February 1, 1995, ETS No. k5iered into
force

February 1, 1998; European Charter for RegionMioority Languages, adopted May 11, 1992, CETS N@&, Entered
into

force January 3, 1998; Revised Arab Charter on HuRights, May 22, 2004, reprinted in 12 Int'l Hunts RRep. 893
(2005), entered into force March 15, 2008.

13 Arab Charter, art. 25.

4 |bid., art. 2.

1% Constitution of the Republic of Iraq (Dustur Junilayat al-'Irag), 2005,
http://www.unirag.org/documents/iragi_constitutiorf.pd

18 Constitution of the Republic of Iraq (Dustur Jummiiiyat al-'Iraq), 2005, art. 2(2). The identity @haldean-Assyrian
Christians and Yazidis, as well as Shabaks, is exgdbin Chapter 1. Mandean Sabeans worship JohBdpést as their
central prophet and belong to one of the oldesidng Gnostic religions in the world, dating backih® Mesopotamian
civilization.

17 Constitution of the Republic of Iraq (Dustur Jurrifiyat al-'Iraq), art. 3.



Article 4 guarantees the right to educate childretheir mother tongue (such as Turkmen, Syriac,
and Armenian}? Despite this many members of minority groups hasimed that it is

discriminatory and attempts to emphasise the etiofécof Arabs and Kurds, differentiating between
them and other indigenous Iragis. Article 4.2 feample unreasonably dictates the huge numbers of
governmental official documents to be publishe®umdish. Article 4.4 also complicates mother-
tongue education for many indigenous groups. Itateis a population density before recognising a
particular language as official in any region, thbut does not describe what constitutes population
density:® This is dangerous for the Assyrians who, becafiigeovicissitudes of history, do not really
have a large population density in one area.

According to article 14, all Iragis are “equal befohe law without discrimination based on gender,
race, ethnicity, nationality, origin, color, religi, sect, belief or opinion, or economic or social
status.® The constitution has its shortfalls though, irt thdisturbs the function and viability of the
Iragi state with serious restrictions on its auitfypand granting independence to regional auttesrit
in important state issues, authority and decisi@king. Up to now though, the constitutional review
committee has yet to realise any amendmerfiederalism and related paragraphs (the powereof th
federal and central authorities, the boundarigh®iKR, and underground wealth) remain the most
controversial subjects to be amended.

Irag’s New Constitution and the Disputed Territories

The Iragi constitution also stipulates a natioaal must be passed to “guarantee the administrative,
political, cultural, and educational rights of terious nationalities, such as Turkmen, Chaldeans,
Assyrians, and all other constituents.”

The constitution takes up the language of artiBlefits predecessor, the Transitional
Administrative Law (TAL), which specified steps tgevernment must take to “remedy the injustice
caused by the previous regime’s practices in algetiie demographic character of certain regions,
including Kirkuk, by deporting and expelling indikials from their places of residence, forcing
migration in and out of the region, settling indivals alien to the region, depriving the inhabgaoft
work, and correcting nationality.” These steps, meguired by article 140 of the constitution, irdzu
the following?*

» Restore expelled and deported residents to theieb@nd property, or, where this is unfeasible,
provide just compensation;

» Promote employment opportunities for persons whievseeviously deprived of employment or
other means of support in order to force their atign out of the regions:

» Repeal all decrees relevant to “nationality coioectand permit affected persons the right to
determine their own ethnic affiliation free fromezoion and dures¥;

18 |bid., art. 4.

# Iraqi Turkmen Human Rights Research Foundation T®)| “SOITM report to the UPR of Iraq,” February 20, p. 2.

20 Constitution of the Republic of Iraq (Dustur Jurmikiat al-'Iraq), art. 14.

2L«Amendment of Iraqi constitution is still pendind®NA, July 16, 2009, http://www.aknews.com/en/akne\S4/268/.
Iragi Turkmen Human Rights Research Foundation T8)] “SOITM report to the UPR of Iraq,” February 2D, p. 2.

2 bid., art. 125.

24 bid., art. 140; Law of Administration for the Statelraq for the Transitional Period (TAL), March@®g art. 58.

B TAL, art. 58(a)(1).

2 |bid., art. 58(a)(3).

%7 |bid., art. 58(a)(4). Saddam Hussein’s governmpetfity of Arabization, which continued right up to 003, forced

many Kurds and other non-Arabs in parts of northerg to change their declared ethnic identity (camiy referred to as

“nationality correction”) to Arab or face expulsifnom their homes.

#$




 Appoint a neutral arbitrator to make recommendaticoncerning the administrative boundaries
that were modified by the previous regiffeind

» Conduct a fair and transparent census followed tefeaendum in Kirkuk and other disputed
territories “to determine the will of their citizehby a date not later than December 31, 20Q¥his

referendum has yet to take place.)

ZBTAL, art. 58(b).
29 «“Normalization” refers to the removal of Arab sefsl@nd the return of Kurds expelled from the redigriormer regimes

as part of their Arabization policy. Constituti@mt. 140 (2).

Hi#



Il. Background Information

Northern Iraqg, and especially Nineveh province imicrocosm of Iraq and its society. The area has
been inhabited by Assyrians, Yazidis, Arabs, Kufidgkmen, Kaka'is and Shabaks for centuries and
is indeed the most multi-ethnic, multi-cultural, ltrweligious, and multi-lingual part of the coumntr
The complex interwoven network of villages, eacthwieir own churches, mosques and temples,
stretching from the plains north and east of M@suhe mountainous border with Turkey bears
witness to the wealth of the area’s human histbhg table below, as well as appendixes | and &, ar
good examples that show the amount of culturalliagdistic diversity present in the Nineveh Plains.

Ethnic Group Pop.
Sunni Arabs 60,000
Yazidis 35,000
Assyrians 30,00(
Turkmen 15,000
Shabaks 7,000
Kurds 5,000
Kaka'is 3,000
Total: | 155,000

Table: Ethnic makeup of Tell-Kayf District*°

A note on the usage of the term “Kurdistan”:

The geographical term Kurdistan derives from aiBenword meaning “land of the Kurds” and was
first mentioned in 1062 by an Armenian historiasatéing a battle near modern-day Diyarbakir. A
map by Mahmud al-Kashgari from 1074 shows the “lahtthe Kurds” as an area adjacent to modern
Iraqg, Iran and Syria. In fact the term is said &aodnbeen coined in 1150 by the Seljuk Sultan Saojar
denote a portion of present-day western Iran, wisidteld to be the original Kurdish homeland, and
the term was thereafter sparingly used, next addést Armenian and Persian texts from 1200 and
1340. Contemporary use of the term refers to mdn®rthwest Iran, northern Irag, southeast Turkey
and northern Syria, which in the last few hundredrg have become home to a Kurdish majority, but
were once inhabited mainly by Assyrians or Armesian

Due to constant campaigns of massacre and Genlogikardish princes and warlords in cooperation
with Ottoman and Persian Muslim rulers under thiefelidal system, the Christian Assyrians have
gradually been bled into the ground in their hisdrhomeland of Assyria and Northern
Mesopotamia. At present they are an endangeredgendus minority with large Diaspora
communities. It is thus quite offensive for Assyisghat their traditional lands now be called
Kurdistan, in the name of the people who over #is¢ thousand years have gradually culled them into
being a minority in their own home. It is also ségrthem as exclusive since, as “land of the Kurds,

it leaves little place for other ethnic groups wdatl the region home, and disputes their rights as
indigenous people.

Thus the term Kurdistan in this report is only usedn official capacity to denote the official
terminology in place for areas currently knowntees iragi Kurdistan Region (abbreviated here to

® Information supplied by District Governo@éimagam Basim Bello, interviewed by Assyria Council of Bpe at Algosh
in December 2009.



IKR), and the ruling Kurdistan Regional Governm@RG). In no way does use of the term
Kurdistan here lend it credit or justify their usfet to denote historically Assyrian lands.

A note on identities of northern Iraq’s ethnic mino rities:

Assyrians constitute Iraq’s indigenous Christian populatéord now number between 600,000 and
800,000 In 2003 their population was estimated at 1.4iami|land they now constitute a third of
Iraqi refugees in neighbouring countrié€lose to two-thirds of them belong to the Chaldean
Catholic Church, and roughly one-fifth belong te thssyrian Church of the Ea$he rest belong to
the Syriac Orthodox Church, Syriac Catholic Chuhcient Church of the East, and various
protestant denominations. They call themseSesye which is descended from the ancient term
denoting a citizen of the Assyrian Empire. Theydgscendants of the ancient peoples of
Mesopotamia, speak Aramaic, and originate fromlaedmainly in northern Iraq, with communities
all over central and southern Iraq as well as adjgiparts of Turkey, Iran and Syria. They tenth¢o
successful professionals, skilled workers, andriassipeople or independent farmers.

Yazidis practice a 4,000-year-old religion which focusedvialak Ta'us(the ‘Peacock Angel’) as

well as other deities. Numbering between 550,0@D829,000, Yazidis live mainly around Sinjar,
with smaller communities in the Shaykhan distriadl én the IKR cities of Arbil, Dohuk and
Sulaymaniyati>Much mystery surrounds their origins and ancesiny, they are also to be found in
adjoining regions of Turkey and Syria. They inclidedish as well as Arabic speakers, though they
claim neither as their original mother-tongue. Mazidis are for the most part impoverished
cultivators and herdsmen, and their community teadse off-limits to outsiders. Historically, the
Yazidis have been subject to acute persecutioslbynic fanatics who have misconstrued their
beliefs and practices as sataffic.

Shabaksare an ethno-cultural minority that have beendu kince the beginning of the 16th century.
They are descended from Turco-Persian elementthairchame derives froil@hah(Persian for

‘King’) and Bey(Turkish for ‘Lord’). Their language is a mix offkish, Persian, Kurdish, and
Arabic. They are mainly farmers and are all Mushkwith 70 percent of them belonging to the Shiite
sect and the rest being Sunni. They number bet@@e®00 and 500,000, and are largely located in
Mosul and some 35 towns and villages east of tiyarcithe Nineveh Plain¥. They have been
recognised as a distinct ethnic group in Iraq sk@%2.

Kaka'is (also known as Kikis, Yarsan or Sarlis) are a timigority in Nineveh province, numbering
about 50,000. They are concentrated in Mosul, disawea handful of villages at the confluence & th
Upper Zab and Khazir rivers, in the eastern pathefNineveh Plains. Their origins are unknown and
they profess to be Muslims, though their belietsratated to the Ahl-e-Haqq sect in neighbouring
Iran. Like the Shabak, their language is a mix @fkish, Persian, Kurdish, and Arabic and they are
mainly farmers.

Armenians are a tiny minority in northern Irag, numberingpab16,000 in the whole country. Apart
from the descendants of a tiny merchant community firan dating from before the First World
War, they are largely the descended from refudesidfied the Genocide in eastern Turkey between

31 Other Christian denominations to be found in Irespécially Baghdad) include the Armenian Orthodox@atholic
Churches, the Latin Catholic Church, the Anglicam€h, the Greek Orthodox and Melkite Catholic Chuscéued the
Coptic Orthodox Church.

32 Frances Harrison, “Christians besieged in Iradg0BNews Online, March 13, 2008,
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/7295145.stntt Andrew Harper, “Iraq’s Refugees, Ignored and Unediht
International Review of the Red Cross, March 200, www.icrc.org/Web/eng/siteeng0.nsf/htmlall/reni869-
p169/$Filefirrc-869_Harper.pdf.

33 Minority Rights Group International, World Directoof Minorities (London: Minority Rights Group, 1997). 387.
34 Human Rights Watch, “On Vulnerable Ground,” Novemt@0® pp. 18, 41.

35 US Department of State, “International Religiousefi@m Report 2008,”
http://lwww.state.gov/g/drl/rIs/irf/2008/108483.htm.

#



1915 and 1918. Their handful of villages is conaet mostly in the area between Zakho and Simel
in Dohuk province, and their common vernacular isd{sh, with the younger generation more
proficient in Armenian. They have been used inmem Iraq to alter the region’s demography and
their presence has often been used as an excd#etéothe Assyrians’ ethnicity and brand them
solely as Christians, presumably in an effort tanotusive to Armenians.

“Arabisation” Policies

Since the 1930s, and particularly in the 30-yeaiodebetween 1961 and 1991, Iraqgi central
governments have attempted to alter the demograpdieup of northern Iraq by expelling hundreds
of thousands of Kurds, Assyrians and others fragir thomes, and repopulating the areas with Arabs
transferred from central and southern #3ifhis government policy, known as “Arabisatiot&'(ib),
intensified from 1974 with the aim of reducing miity populations whom authorities considered to
be of questionable loyalty in this strategic ateaesponse to constant Kurdish insurgencies the
government mounted a concerted campaign to chéwegethinic composition of northern Iraq,
especially in areas bordering Turkey and Iran. géxernment, using military force and intimidation
as the primary methods, completely depopulatedesntin-Arab villages which they then bulldozed
or exploded. By the late 1970s the Iragi governnheuwt forcibly evacuated as least a quarter of a
million Kurds, Assyrians and other non-Arabs. Amsinidne 4,500 villages in northern Iraq
obliterated by the end of the Anfal campaign in8,98ore than 150 of them were Assyrian villages
containing more than 60 historical churcfies.

The government followed up these expulsions wiglalelecrees meant to consolidate this
displacement. First, the government invalidatedpttoperty titles of the displaced non-Arabs, often
with nominal or no compensation. The government tietionalised agricultural lands, making them
Iraqi state property (known &lah zira'i). They then embarked on a massive campaign tttleetiee
formerly non-Arab areas with Arab farmers and tifi@milies from other parts of Iraq, thus
completing the process of Arabisation.

Finding a supply of settlers was not difficult. THesopotamian desert southwest of Mosul was then
home to hundreds of thousands of nomadic Sunni Beatouin who largely supported the
government. These Bedouin tribespeople, lured fréth, irrigated land, and encouraged by their
tribal sheikhs, abandoned their difficult livestie desert and moved north en masse. Although the
land was declared property of the state, it wasddan annual contracts only to the new Arab
farmers.

The Anfal Campaign

Between February 23 and September 6, 1988, asvliaaiearing the end of its eight-year war with
neighbouring Iran, government forces launched &anyl campaign against Kurdish insurgency

which they officially codenamed Anfal (“the spoijstierived from a passage in the eighth surah of
the Qur'an. This infamous series of operationshred@enocidal proportiomsd included the use of
aerial bombardment, ground offensives, destruaiforillages, mass deportation, and chemical
weapon attacks. The campaign resulted in the “gisaance” of about 100,000 Kurds and thousands
belonging to other ethnic groups; since the previ@gime’s overthrow, countless human remains
have been recovered from mass graves in variots gilrag. By the time this operation was

declared over by an amnesty in September 198&erortraq was devastated. A large segment of the

38 Information in this section is largely summariZestm Human Rights Watch, “On Vulnerable Ground,” Novemp009,
pp. 19-21.

37 CAPNI, “Introductory Report on Iragi Christians, titt/capni.net/articles_10_Introductory-Report-oagi-
Christians.html.
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population was displaced, with refugees and thdsz survived forbidden from returning to their
destroyed homes.

After the amnesty, some Assyrians and membershef ahinorities who had fled alongside Kurds, or
had joined the Iraqgi opposition’s guerrilla warthre mountainous north, surrendered to Iraqg forces
only to “disappear.” It is presumed that they wiensed out to remote desert sites, executed en masse
and buried in mass grav&$n one known incident 26 Assyrians from Gund-Kosaavaken from a
concentration camp at Baharka near Arbil, nevdretgeen again. These were among the 250
Assyrians known to have perished in the Anfal cagpand its aftermatff. Baath officials

considered them to be traitors who were “worse tarts” — not only because they acted like Kurds
but they also rejected governments attempts t@dats their ethnicity as “Aralf®

An Assyrian woman in Gunde-Kosa who lost most of lifamily in the Anfal campaign

“Arabisation” and “Nationality Correction” between 199 1 and 2003

From the end of the first Gulf War in 1991 the hoZone and the unofficial boundary known as the
Green Line kept majority Kurdish areas of northieag effectively outside Baghdad’s control.
Despite this, Arabisation continued to the soutie Tragi government expelled about 120,000 people
from Kirkuk and other areas under their controligigithe 1990s, continuing up to the regime change
in April 2003.

% Human Rights Watch, Genocide in Irag: The Anfal Caigip Against the Kurds, pp. 315-317.
39 bid., p.317; Human Rights Watch, Irag's CrimeGaiocide, 1995, p. 209.
% |bid., p.317.
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From 1997 onwards the Baath Party government fdyrivatoduced another Arabisation policy,
pressuring non-Arabs living in areas under theintim@ such as Kirkuk, Khaniqin, Sinjar, and other
districts to “correct” their ethnicity by registeg as “Arabs.” This was done on so-called “natitpal
correction forms,” which were distributed by thevgmnment. Furthermore, those who did “correct”
their nationality were compelled to participatdagalist activities, including volunteering for
paramilitary forces such as the popular arjaygh sha’b). The Iragi government also refused to
register newborns with non-Arabic ethnic or religgcmnames. The government justified this practice
labelling these names “foreign,” “socially unusualid “alien to the heritage of Iraqi sociefy.For
those who resisted these demands, officials simlgred their expulsion, forcing them and their
families to leave their homes for the KRG-contrdligeas, or they were pressured to leave the
country.

4! Human Rights Watch, Iraq — Forcible Expulsion dirii¢ Minorities, pp. 16-17.

#



[ll. POST 2003: CONFLICT IN ASSYRIA

With the US-led occupation of Iraq in 2003 cames& iand unprecedented era of persecution for
Irag’s indigenous minorities most notably in thedlreh province, already mentioned as one of the
country’s most diverse areas and host to diffecaltires and civilisations over the centuries. Unde
the current state of affairs, with Kurdish natiastal and Sunni Arabs exchanging blows in a tittfdr-
struggle over the disputed territories and thedoueces, it is precisely the members of these
minorities who stand the greatest risk of lossfaice the most difficult challenges.

Regime-Change and Civil War

After the regime-change in Irag in 2003, KRG auities, close allies of coalition forces, with US
support effectively took control of much of themlised area south of the Green Line. As the
peshmergdKurdish forces) moved south in cooperation with &hd coalition troops, thousands of
Arabs who had been settled during Saddam’s Arabisaampaign up to thirty years previously
quickly fled the area and most of them remain dispdl. A number of those that have since returned
now receive various forms of support from Kurdisttharities in return for their cooperatioh.

The vacuum created by Saddam'’s fall, and the ctiedgollowed drew Iraq deeper and deeper into
sectarian violence as conflict between Shiite amathSArabs took hold of the centre and south of the
country, intensifying in 2005 and 2006. Whilst tiest of Iraq was occupied with quelling this
intermittent conflict, Kurdish leaders quietly conted to secure their military and political grip o
northern Iraq’s disputed territories by moving thegcurity forces into the area while simultanepusl
building Kurdish political and administrative sttuces to control it. Inside the IKR the outward who
of Kurdish nationalism has become more pronouncekitas now rare to see Iraqi flags displayed,
even though it was changed at the behest of thdKumcreasingly non-Kurds in this area, as well as
those not belonging to the major Kurdish parties,leecoming marginalised and discriminated
against.

After the conflict between Shiites and Sunnis haigtgd in 2007, Arab politicians in the central
government began to realise that while they wesy lfighting one another, the Kurdish leaders had
consolidated their control over much of the disgutgritories. The fear that the KRG may possibly
annex these areas by force now unites them aghiagierceived common threat. Furthermore, the
neglect in providing proper redress for the victmh&addam’s Arabisation policies, many of whom
were impoverished Kurds who have not been ablettom to their former homes, has only widened
the gap between them and Arabs. With the US aat@igrtowards full withdrawal from Irag, these
tensions threaten to explode into another fullescainflict, this time not sectarian but ethnic —
threatening to entice the involvement of neighbogistates and destabilising the entire region. Sunn
Arabs see Kurdish claims as expansionist and ilfegte, threatening Irag’s unity and territorial
integrity.*® This has also provided fuel for the insurgencthimarea, where Iragi insurgents and
groups like al-Qaeda in Mesopotamia seek to maketiSunni Arab anger, finding recruits
especially among the Arabs displaced by the relefgsrabisation.

The KRG in turn is impatient and unyielding indsmands that a ‘constitutionally-mandated’
referendum on the future of the disputed terrimbie implemented. The referendum is mandated by
article 140 of the Iragi constituti&hand its December 31, 2007, deadline has long gass®there

42 A case in point is the village of Badriya, whichdisminated by a fortress manned by Kurdish peshmardgaurrounded
by Kurdish checkpoints.
43 Corey Flintoff, “Shift in Power Heightens Tensidndragi City,” NPR, February 27, 2009,
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyld$248555.

Human Rights Watch, “On Vulnerable Ground,”p. 22.
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are no plans on the horizon for holding it duehi® violence it may unleadhOf course, with their
political and security presence in these areasabvious that Kurdish officials will do their best
ensure that its outcome will be in their best ieses. If this occurs, Irag’s central governmentdsa
to lose 10% of Iraq’s total area (including muchtteé country’s most valuable agricultural lands) to
the KRG, doubling the size of the IKR.

Not only that, more than half of Iraq’'s large aildanatural gas reserves are located in northeqp Ira
with many in these disputed territories (such agn'Xalah and Gayyarah near Mosul, Naftkhana in
Diyala, and Baba-Gurgur near Kirkuk), and they aleatain the highest-quality oil in the country.
The main problem is that these fields are founcegions where Kurds are either a minority, or are
equal in size to other ethnic groufdn the Nineveh Plains alone are nine strategidieldls worth
hundreds of billions of dollars, some of which (@splly in the Shaykhan district) Kurdish auth@i
have already begun to illegally explditit is precisely this access to these high-quadityfields
which could inevitably lead to an enlarged IKR skog from Iraq and thus causing an even greater
regional problem drawing in neighbouring stateswéstive Kurdish populations.

The lucrativeness of what lies under these displateds thus serves as a motive for the current
process of ethnic cleansing, intimidation and fdrcentrol being implemented by Kurdish authorities
on indigenous Assyrians, Yazidis, Shabak and atbermunities. They are especially trying to rid the
area of non-Kurdish elements, or at least suffityezontain them, in an effort to ensure that the
Kurds alone benefit from these natural resourchsiriunpragmatic and provocative approach delays
constitutional amendments, disturbs the post-warreiliation process, worsens the already bad
security situation, and consciously brings theargiloser to war. It is also a significant move
towards creating a ‘Kurdistan for the Kurds’ — agess which has already been started in the IKR
and which, if other nationalist states are congidemay see disastrous consequences.

45 sam Dagher, “New Kurdish Leader Asserts Agenda,” 28]y2009, New York Times
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/07/29/world/middleeast/2@suhtml.

Iraqi Turkmen Human Rights Research Foundation T®)| “SOITM report to the UPR of Iraq,” February 20, p. 2.
Letter addressed to the sub-district governor obalg dated November 21, 2007, kept on file by Assgaancil of
Europe.
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Map of Nineveh province showing its Districts. Shekan and Agra have been under KRG adinistration
since 1991. Al-Hamdaniya, Tel Kaif and Al-Shikhan omprise the area referred to as the Nineveh Plains.

Fighting over Nineveh

So far the world’s attention has remained focusethe conflict between Kurds and Arabs over oil-
rich Kirkuk, a historically Assyrian and Turkmertycivith a long history of multiculturalism. Despite
that, one of the other main arenas in this cladlingveh, one of Irag’s largest provinces and the
second most populous after Baghdad. Here also iheranique concentration of diverse and largely
indigenous ethnic groups who live mainly to theth@nd east of its capital, Mosul, in an area known
as the Nineveh Plains.

Even though Nineveh is constitutionally and legalhder the jurisdiction of Iraq’'s central
government and Kurds here are a minority, Kurdigharities have been active in reshaping the
reality in the province and altering its demographavelling through the Nineveh Plains, it
gradually becomes apparent how all-encompassinguhgish military and political presence has
become. Security offices and checkpoints dot thddeape, each flying the Kurdish flag, or decorated
with paintings of it, and bearing Kurdish slogansl instructions solely in Kurdish suchrasbayil
gadaghayd“mobiles are forbidden”). These are all mannedveyli-armed Kurdistpeshmerga
sometimes reinforced by local militia funded by KRG, controlling village after village which,

more often than not, are inhabited by non-Kurde KBP, the stronger of the KRG’s two main
parties, has offices complete with intelligenceagffs (\sayish in even the smallest of these towifis.
Many also have offices of the second Kurdish pdhty,Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK), or others
such as the Kurdistan Communist Party or even threiktan Islamic Union.

The KDP office in the purely Assyrian town of Tisqopagulation 11,000), in the Tell-Kayf district, wae ttarget of a
car bombing in 2007. Local Assyrians had previoypsdaded with Kurdish authorities to remove the effilue to the risk it
placed many of the townspeople in, and since theydi want to jeopardise their friendship with lo8ahbs. Their calls
went unheeded. Assyria Council of Europe interviesith community leaders (names withheld) in Tisqopacedeber
2009.
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Left: The KDP office in Baritleh; Right: An official Kurdish School sign on the boys’ schddn Tall-Kepe.

The checkpoints affording access into many towrteéNineveh Plains fly both the Iraqgi and
Kurdish flags, even though it is not right for tkerdish flag to be displayed in such a manner detsi
the IKR, especially in non-Kurdish areas. Kurdikgtg$ also fly high above many schools,
government buildings, and from people’s rooftopthiese towns, while the flag of the central Iraqi
state is seldom seen. The largely Yazidi and Aasymunicipalities of Ba'adre, ‘Ayn-Sifne and Faida
all bear large welcome signs in Kurdish and Englisarked with the Kurdish flag, which are
standard for municipalities in the IKR. Many scheak far south as the Assyrian town of Tall-Kepe
now bear the standard signage in Kurdish which mackools in the IKR. Even bus shelters marked
in Kurdish as belonging to the province of Dohu& placed as far south as the Assyrian village of
Begopa.

A brand new school in the Assyrian and Yazidi towrof Bahzani flies the Kurdish flag.
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Left: A Dohuk bus shelter at the Assyrian village of Begpa in the Tell-Kayf district; Right: A sign
welcoming people to the Yazidi town of Ba'adre intie Shaykhan districts.

Political Developments and the Situation in the Promce

In the years following the collapse of the Baathimee, the rebuilding of administration in northern
Irag developed under the chaotic, unstable, ineeand unmonitored authority of coalition forces,
Kurdish political parties, and theshmergaThis almost complete lack of monitoring, and eusiy-

first approach, paved the way for theshmergdo work on their parties’ political agendas andrsoo
control 75 percent of Nineveh province, 20 peragnSalah al-Din, 90 percent of Kirkuk, and 50
percent of Diyala, with little regard for univerdaliman righté? Being well armed, motivated and
powerfully supported by coalition forces in thosarlg years, Kurdish parties ensured absolute
superiority over all other ethnic communities i threa, whose land they claim in order to expand
their own region. With this security shift also @@ demographic shift, which resembled that used
by Kurds to change the ethnic makeup of Assyrisasmwithin the IKR. Hundreds of thousands of
Kurdish families were brought to the newly contedllregions, building houses on all types of land -
including municipal, government, and the land dfioial inhabitants. Newly appointed government
works also brough their families in from other prmes. Hundreds of Baath party buildings and
government institutions have been occupied by te&comers and used for housing or offices for
Kurdish political parties. So far, most lawsuitegented to the Property Claims Commission come
from members of indigenous ethnic communities ardstll not completed

Due to their positions of privilege and power unpiegvious Iragi governments Sunni Arabs (the
majority ethnic group in the province), as wellGlwistians and members of other communities, have
come to resist what they perceive as Kurdish dotisinaver Nineveh. It was largely the refusal of
the Sunni Arabs to participate in the political ggss after the regime change, and their support for
the insurgency which allowed the Kurds to dominditeeveh’s provincial assembly after a large
Kurdish turnout at the 2005 elections. During theleetions the Kurdish authorities were also found
to be guilty of electoral fraud and tampering witites which would have secured more seats for
Assyrian representatives — Assyrians were in effantked from voting? Some towns and villages
never received ballot boxes or ballot papers, aewdlowed to vote only when it was already too
late. This was not surprising since the man inghaf the delivery of these was Mr. Khasro Goran, a
high-ranking member of the KDP. This leverage dgéneeKurdish leadership almost exclusive

4® Iragi Turkmen Human Rights Research Foundation TS, “SOITM report to the UPR of Irag,” Februar®?20, p. 7,
fn. 19.

50«Assyrian Christians say Kurds wouldn't let themeJpChristians of Iraq, January 30, 2005,
http://www.aina.org/news/20050130200448.htm.
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political and military dominance in the provincarther alienating Sunni Arabs and turning Mosul
into a powder-keg for the insurgency.

Kurdish domination of the local security and admsiirdtion has disrupted the norm in favour of the
Kurds. Most of the politicised appointments to goweent offices in Kirkuk have been Kurds, as well
as contracts granted, decreasing those from nodigtucommunities. Also, thousands of Kurdish
teachers from Dohuk were appointed in the Mosubregand Kurds constitute about 80 percent of
the two Iraqi army divisions in Nineveh provincééelsecurity system in Kirkuk has almost been
completely replaced by Kurds. Tens of thousandseshmergdighters were despatched in 2004 and
2005. The KRG receives 17 percent of the Iragi tidghilst other ethnic communities have no
share in this budget. Since 1991, the KRG anavitsrhain parties receive a huge income from border
posts and customs, as well as selling oil to Turlsdych occurred even under Saddam. Thus, with
their military and economical powers, it is muckieafor Kurds to suppress of the already vulnerabl
ethnic communities (minorities).

Sunni Arab extremists have brutally attacked tHeemable Assyrian, Yazidi and Shabak
communities as part of this insurgency, labellingnh crusaders, devil-worshipers and unbelievers.
Truck bombings in August 2007 killed more than 3@Zidis, and since 2004 Shabaks have reported
that more than 750 of their community have perish&ince 2009 bombings targeting Yazidi and
Shabak areas have increased. In November 200& hestrated campaign of targeted bombings and
killings in Mosul also left about 40 Assyrians desad] over 12,500 people internally displaced. The
provincial elections which followed in January 2358v the ascendancy of the al-Hadba nationalist
Sunni party which utilised widespread resentmeaniregf the Kurds to campaign against the KRG. It
won against the Nineveh Fraternal List (i.e. thedfgh coalition), blocking it out of all senior
positions in the new administration. As a resulthig tension the Kurdish coalition has since
boycotted the provincial council. Even Assyrianresggntative elected to the council Mr. Tanios lyou,
member of the Ishtar Patriotic List (Assyrians liling many KDP members, aligned with the

KRG), has boycotted it in compliance with the Kurds

Kurdish officials have threatened to resort to taily force to annex what they call “Kurdish-
majority” areas in the province unless they arereffl senior posts in the provincial administratfon.
Sunni Arab leaders refuse to negotiate until thedkuecognise Nineveh’s administrative borders and
pull their security forces north of the Green Li&ven Iragi Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki has
branded this “unconstitutional” and demanded thatdish forces withdraw from areas outside the
KRG'’s borders* In response, Kurdish authorities have blocked Aribials from carrying out their
duties in the areas of Nineveh province under t@trol. They have even pressured many of these
districts to boycott the new Sunni Arab governohilal-Nujayfi.® In one incident on May 8, 2009,
Kurdish forces (presumably under orders from the&sXRlocked governor al-Nujayfi from entering
the Assyrian-Yazidi town of Ba’'shiga, which is undeeir control. When Mr. al-Nujayfi recently
crossed the unofficial boundary on his way to Kall/f, his convoy was pelted with stones and
tomatoes and briefly held up by theshmergaWith encouragement from the Kurdish authorities,

1 Human Rights Watch, “On Vulnerable Ground,” pp. 3T, 4

52 sam Dagher, “Tensions Stoked Between Iraqgi KurdsSamnis,” New York Times, May 17, 2009,
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/18/world/middleeast/H@wieh.html?ref=middleeast; “Mosul teeters on bahkonflict,”
UPI, August 17, 2009, http://www.upi.com/Emerging_Tis#2009/08/17/Mosulteeters-on-brink-of-conflictid P
49091250544442/; Ned Parker and Usama Redha, “Akaipds take their fight to the polls,” Los AngelesriBs, January
25, 2009, http://articles.latimes.com/2009/jan/25kdiég-iragmosul25.

%3 Dagher, “Tensions Stoked Between Iraqi Kurds anchByunNew York Times.

4 «Transcript: Irag’s Maliki on the Kurds,” Wall SteéJournal, July 9, 2009,
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB1247150561566183frAlAmod=googlenews_wsj (accessed August 17, 2008p. Ali Al
Windawi and Ned Parker,“Irag bombing kills 70, injsits82,” Los Angeles Times, June 21, 2009,
http://lwww.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-iragmbing21-2009jun21,0,1042986.story.

%5 Dagher, “Tensions Stoked Between Iraqgi Kurds anchiBytNew York Times; Nada Bakri, “Dispute Over Land
Simmering in Northern Irag,” Washington Post, May 2809,
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wpdyn/content/article/208817/AR2009051702210.html; T. Christian Millern®l
Nineveh, tensions between Iraqi Kurds and Arabs sinirhes, Angeles Times, June 23, 2009,
http://lwww.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-iFagrds23-2009jun23,0,3375847 .story.



sixteen towns and districts under Kurdish contndhie Nineveh Plains have severed contact with the
provincial council and announced plans to creat& thwn administrations to run local affaifs.

56« ooming U.S troop withdrawal creates alarm in Mos#itrdish Globe (Erbil), June 14, 2009,
http://lwww.kurdishglobe.net/displayPrintableArticle si=4AFCC243889260A2CBF073509560064C.



Recommendations

To the Kurdistan Regional Government:

» Modify the constitution of the Iragi Kurdistan Regito recognise Assyrians (including Chaldeans
and Syriacs) as one group, and as an indigenousatmm; and accord legal recognition to Shabaks,
Yazidis and Kaka'is as distinct ethnic groups.

» Repeal all decrees relevant to “nationality coicectand “Kurdfication”, and permit affected
persons the right to determine their own ethnitiatiion free from coercion and duress.

» Protect and guarantee the dignity and empowernféntigenous non-Kurdish ethnic, religious
and linguistic minorities at all levels of governmheincluding provincial, regional and local
administrations.

» Remedy the injustice caused by the Kurdistan RegdjiGovernment’s practices in altering the
demographic character of certain regions by intatiigy and threatening those who oppose them,
causing them to flee their places of residencejrdigrmigration in and out of the region, settling
individuals alien to the region, depriving the n$uardish inhabitants of work, and correcting
nationality.

» Recognise non-Kurdish IDPs with ancestral rootmfrdlages in the Iraqi Kurdistan Region as
locals and refrain from making them apply for resice permits.

» Restore all expelled and deported non-Kurds to theines and property, or, where this is
unfeasible, provide just compensation. Cease glaaistacles in their search for employment and
sources of income and crack down on discriminadiat corruption.

* Promote employment opportunities for non-Kurds wiese have been deprived of employment or
other means of support in order to force their atign out of the region.

» Cease repression of political and civil societyamigations that oppose Kurdish nationalist policies
in the Iragi Kurdistan Region and the disputedtities. Allow such organisations to operate freely
and without intimidation and fear.

» Cease funding political and civil society organisas that divide ethnic communities and support
the KDP’s nationalist policies by undermining atdkenging existing ones which do not.

» Ensure that independent non-Kurds can fully pauditg in public affairs without fearing retribution
for differing political views. Cease arbitrarilyrasting and detaining non-Kurdish activists.

» Transfer detainees originating from Nineveh andk¥lrProvinces from prisons in the IKR to
Nineveh and Kirkuk prisons supervised by local gimlibodies, and allow treatment of such detainees
according to due process of law.

« Initiate independent and impartial investigatiohgdividuals, including Kurdish security forces,
alleged to be responsible for carrying out killinkisinappings, beatings and torture against
minorities. Make the results public and disciplorgprosecute, as appropriate, the criminals and eve
officials who authorised or used excessive force.

* Recognise Nineveh Province’s 19 March 2003 bourdamtil such time as the status of the
disputed territories may be altered by constitwtianeans, and take steps to resolve bilateralgssue



with the Iragi Government, avoiding inflammatorgetbric concerning mutual relations, the status of
disputed territories and the issuance of oil arelagatracts in these areas. Also, seek to minimise
security risks by refraining from military manoeasrin disputed territories without pre-notifyingth
other side.

» Cease funding private militias to carry out pulsizurity responsibilities in non-Kurdish towns and
villages located in the disputed territories owgdide Iragi Kurdistan Region.

» Consult with the representatives on non-Kurdish maomities to put in place policies for their
protection. Allow municipalities to hire police aférs from among their own communities, in
accordance with existing procedures outlined by rinterior Ministry.

* Increase funding to non-Kurdish immersion schoal$ @ease the obstacles placed in their
operation.

» Cease the indoctrination of non-Kurdish childremtigh educational programs in which they are
made to glorify Kurdistan at the expense of thein@thnic identity.

» Cease the obstacles placed before non-Kurds clgilaimds they have lost to Kurdish squatters and
conduct proper inquests into incidents of non-Kuréisig abducted or murdered in the Iraqi
Kurdistan Region.

» Cease electoral fraud and allow foreign obsen@rmadnitor the election process in the Iraqi
Kurdistan Region and disputed territories, as agltount the votes.

 Allow independent Iragi and international humarhtggorganisations to work unfettered in the
Nineveh Plains and in the Iraqi Kurdistan Regiod smprovide unbiased information.

« Invite the UN independent expert on minority issteeprovide an impartial assessment of the
situation of non-Kurdish ethnic communities in themi Kurdistan Region and in the disputed
territories.

To the Government of Iraq:

* Facilitate rebuilding the Iraqi state by reduciniglence in the country and instituting stability in
the region, to create a powerful and viable ceistdllraq.

* Amend the lIragi Constitution to: Reduce the restits on the state authorities, remove
contradictory articles, clearly define and streegtithe power of central government, and grant
priority to the central government in shared autlesr and all future decisions.

« Article 4 of the Iragi constitution should be reabed so that it ensures protection of minority
groups’ linguistic and cultural rights, removesadisiination between the ethnic communities in Iraqi
society, improves the access of ethnic communtitiexlucation in their own mother tongue, and
prevents the publication of immense Iragi stateudmentation in Kurdish.

 Implement joint administration in educational megte disputed districts’ educational facilities
through the creation of a committee comprising memrsiof all ethnic communities in the education
directorates of Nineveh and Kirkuk.

 Transfer teachers in the disputed districts wheivectheir salaries from the KRG to the authority
and payroll of Nineveh and Kirkuk’s education diates.



 Protect and guarantee the dignity and empowernfegthaic, religious and linguistic minorities at
all levels of government, including provincial, regal and local administrations. Ensure protectibn
ethnic, linguistic and religious minorities in thesputed territories through security measures, by
ceasing discriminatory resource and service aliocdd areas with heavy minority presence, halting
efforts to manipulate such groups or enlist therh&ir side and providing fair political
representation.

« Local recruitment into Nineveh's security forceslaspecially integration of members of diverse
ethnic groups in security forces deployed in disgduerritories.

» Implement, as the new provincial governments amaéal, an ambitious economic recovery
program focused on infrastructure repair and résitey the agricultural sector. Pressure the Niheve
Provincial Council especially to pledge to rele@S60 million in unspent past budget funds to the
local government sector.

« Facilitate the effective involvement of Iragis ebuilding of the state on a democratic basis — NGO
laws should be instituted to international bestfica.

* Encourage international human rights organisatsuich as Human Rights Watch and Amnesty
international to open offices in northern Irag.

* Create an independent inquiry to determine whoresgonsible for the carefully-planned
systematic campaign of killings and bombings thegeted Assyrians in Mosul between September
and November 2008, and November 2009 and Febr@dg, 2nd the subsequent displacement of
over 12,500 Assyrians. The inquiry should not adntify the killers, but also underline why the
security services failed to prevent the attacks.

» Restore the rule of law and the control of theilcatral government, police and military in all
areas outside the Iragi Kurdistan Region.

» Emphasise to the Kurdistan Regional Governmentdeel to remedy the injustices caused by the
it's practices in altering the demographic chanactecertain regions by intimidating and threatenin
those who oppose them, causing them to flee thetep of residence, forcing migration in and out of
the region, settling individuals alien to the regidepriving the non-Kurdish inhabitants of workda
correcting nationality.

« Initiate independent and unbiased investigatioralohdividuals, including Kurdish security
forces, allegedly responsible for carrying outikdk, beatings, and torture against members of
minority communities.

» Pressure the Kurdistan Democratic Party to ceasaehl fraud in the Iraqi Kurdistan Region and
disputed territories. Invite and allow foreign ob&s to monitor the election process in the azea,
well as count the votes.

» Look into the establishment of an area where intige minority communities can prosper,
progress and protect themselves within the framewba united and free Iraqg.

To the United States, Coalition Countries and thdddinNations:

» Urge the government of Irag and the Kurdistan RegliGovernment to investigate allegations of
human rights abuses of minorities by Kurdish andbfofficials.



» Assist relevant Iraqi parties to reach the necgssampromises in Nineveh, primarily by: a)
pressing the Iragi government to reintegrate aerte@mbers of the Baath party and the insurgency in
local civilian and security institutions; b) pregsg local allies that rely heavily on the U.S. talaly
tribal forces, to promote a power- and securityHstggagreement; and c) insisting on the necessary
protection of the diverse indigenous ethnic groups.

 Seriously consider adding U.S. military officersfab and Kurdish patrols as a transitional
confidence-building measure to improve communicatomordination and cooperation.

» Emphasise to the Kurdistan Regional Governmenhdeel to remedy the injustices caused by the
it's practices in altering the demographic chanacfecertain regions by intimidating and threatenin
those who oppose them, causing them to flee thetep of residence, forcing migration in and out of
the region, settling individuals alien to the regidepriving the non-Kurdish inhabitants of workda
correcting nationality.

« Emphasise to the Iragi government the need foomtiygh and independent inquiry into the
September-November 2008, and November 2009-Feb2@d4:@, killings of Assyrians in Mosul, as
well as independent and unbiased investigatiomdl afdividuals, including Kurdish security forces,
allegedly responsible for carrying out killings afiegs, and torture against members of minority
communities.

» Do not cooperate with the Kurdish Regional Goveminutil the Kurdish authorities stop the
suppression of other indigenous Iragi communigdsndon claims to lands inhabited mainly by non-
Kurds, and abandon the use of militias, intimidatmd violence.

» Encourage the establishment of an area where indigeminority communities can prosper,
progress and protect themselves within the framlewba united and free Iraq.

To UNAMI and International Human Rights, Humanitargamd Aid Organisations:

* Complete the institution of offices in the disputeditories, such as Kirkuk, Mosul, the Nineveh
Plains, Tell-Afar, Tuz Khurmatu and Diyala, andyde them with sufficient staff and experts.

« Initiate regular fact-finding missions independefthe Iragi Government and Kurdistan Regional
Government to discover what is really happeningniiwority communities on the ground.

» Cease employing minders, guides or translatorshidna links to the governments and ruling
parties and ensure that all guides or translatopdayed belong to the same community as that being
researched. Otherwise informants will be too sctwgmrovide accurate statements regarding abuses
against them.

« Offer to act as foreign observers to monitor tleebn process in the Iragi Kurdistan Region and
disputed territories, as well as count the votes.



APPENDIX I:

Tables showing the number of Assyrians and other Chrigns killed, wounded and
kidnapped, as well as targets of terrorist attacksin 2009 and 2010

Murders and Targeted Killings

In total the Hammurabi Human Rights OrganisatiorlR®) has counted up to 730 Christians,
including Assyrians and Armenians, who have be#edall over Iraq since the regime change in
March 2003 due to the following circumstances:

537 people killed by unidentified gunmen
126 people killed in by terrorist bombings and esjbns

30 people killed by fire from American or Multi-Nahal forces

21 people killed in exchanges of fire between Ac®ts and insurgents
10 people killed in American military operationsidre 9 April 2003

6 people killed by the Iragi National Guard forces

The following 23 cases are those most recently mhecitied, having occurred within the last seven
months, and alarmingly show a concentration imibrthern city of Mosul.

Name Date Details Location Other
Information
Samir Rasho Aza 20 September | 43 years old Baghdad
2009

Imad Eliya 5 October 2009 55 years old, Kirkuk

Abdalkarim

Bashar Samir 15 October 200Pp  Policeman Industréd,a | From Baritleh
Mosul

Rami Khachik 13 November | 16 years old, High | Hay al-Tahrir, Armenian

2009 School Student Mosul

Ranko Najib 10 December 24 years old, Hay al-Baladiyat,

Patros 2009 newly-wed North Mosul

Rimon Najib 10 December 18 years old Hay al-Baladiyat,

Patros 2009 North Mosul

Zaid Majid Yusuf| 17 December 39 years old 17 Tammuz

al-Qazazi 2009 neighbourhood,
Mosul

An Assyrian 23 December ? Khazraj quarter of Chaldean

(name unknown) | 2009 Mosul’s old city | Catholic

Basel Isho 24 December 23 years old Hay al-Jaza'ir,

Yohanna 2009 Mosul

Hikmat Saadoun | 12 January 2010| 75 years old, al-Saaah quarter,

Sleiman Grocer Mosul

Saadallah 17 January 2010| 52 years old, Thaqgafah Syriac Catholic

Youssif Jorjis

married with 2 sons

neighbourhood,




and 2 daughters,
Shop-owner

near Mosul
University

Abdullahad 18 January 2010| Married, Grocer Hay al-Baladiylagyriac Catholic

Amjad Hazim North Mosul

Rawand Zakir 8 February 2010| 17 years old Algosh

Hedo

Rayan Salem 14 February 2010 43 years old, Hay al-Mishraq, | Chaldean

Bashir Elias married with East Mosul Catholic
children,

businessman

Fattuhi Munir

15 February 201

0 40 years old,

Sahaba district,

Syriac Catholic

greengrocer West Mosul
Najim Abdallah | 15 February 2010 50 years old, Shap1i7 Tammuz,
Fattuhi Rahimo owner Mosul
Zia Toma Soro 16 February 2010 21 years old, Hay al-‘Arabi,
Engineering North Mosul
Student
Wissam George | 17 February 2010 20 years old, Wadi al-‘Ayn,
Yousif Malki Education Student | South Mosul
Jarjour
Adnan (Sabah) | 20 February 2010 57 years old, Hay al-Baladiyat, | Syriac Orthodox
Yaqoub Hanna married with North Mosul
al-Dahan children,
shopkeeper
Ishoo Maroki 23 February 2010 59 years old WestWlos Syriac Catholic
Mokhlas Ishoo | 23 February 2010 31 years old West Mosul Syriat @it
Maroki
Bassim Ishoo 23 February 2010 25 years old West Mosul Syriat @it
Maroki
Sabah Yaqoub | 16 March 2010 54 years old, al-Saah quarter,

Adam

married with one
son, glassworker

Old Mosul

In relation to these killings and other attackauenber of Assyrians have been badly wounded, some

of them with little chance of recovery. Among thame the following six cases, all of them in Mosul:

Name Date Details Location Other
Information

Raniya Hanna al-| 10 January 2010 Student Mosul University

Qas Toma

Assyrian girl 10 January 2010 Student Mosul University

(name unknown)

Assyrian boy 10 January 2010 Student Mosul University

(name unknown)

Raghid Sabah 26 January 2010 | Young man, stor®awwasa, Mosul

Tobia

owner

Thaer Salem 14 February 2010, Married with Hay al-Mishraq, | Chaldean Catholi¢
Bashir Elias children East Mosul
Ramsin Shmael | 16 February 2010 22 years old, Hay al-‘Arabi, Badly wounded tg

Lazar

Pharmacy Studen

t North Mosul

the head




Kidnappings

In total the HHRO has counted up to 182 casesdsfdppings of Christians all over Iraq since the

regime change in March 2003. The following fiveesmare those most recently documented, having

occurred within the last seven months, and alarltyisigow a concentration in the Nineveh Province.

Name Date Details Location Other
Information
Firas Behnam 14 September Shop-owner Bashigah Kidnapped,
Ishaq Hanna 2009 robbed, released
six days later.
Mahasin Bashir | 26 September Doctor, married Baritleh Kidnapped,
Toma 2009 released a day
later.
Samir Giwargis October 2009 Paediatrician Kirkuk dikapped,

tortured, released
after three weeks.,

Sarah Edmond | 28 December 20 years old, Mosul University | Kidnapped, still

Youkhana 2009 Education Student missing

Johnny Mikhael 15February 201( 12 years old al-Rayr Kidnapped,
Baghdad presumed dead

Terrorist Attacks and Bombings

In total the HHRO has counted more than 51 tefrattsacks on churches and monasteries all over
Iraq since the regime change in March 2003. THewdhg 13 cases are those most recently

documented, having occurred within the last six thenand alarmingly all of them are concentrated
in Mosul and Assyrian towns in the Nineveh Province

Date

Target

Location

Casualties

October-December
2009

Assyrian House

Hay al-Wahdah, Mosu

October-December
2009

Assyrian House

Tall-Rumman, Mosul

October-December
2009

Assyrian House

Matahin, Mosul

October-December
2009

Assyrian House

al-Hadba, Mosul

15 October 2009

Mayor of Baritleh,
returning from a
meeting in Mosul

Industrial area, Mosul

One Assyrian killed.

26 November 2009

St. Ephrem’s Chaldean Western New Mosul

Catholic Church and S
Theresa Convent of
Dominican nuns

t

15 December 2009

Annunciation Syriac
Catholic church

New Mosul, Majmu’ah
al-Thaqafiyah quarter

15 December 2009

Mary Immaculate (al-

al-Shifa’ quarter of

Five people killed,
including a newborn
infant. Another 40




Tahirah) Syriac
Orthodox church

Mosul’s old city

wounded.

23 December 2009

Chaldean Catholic
church of St. George
and Syriac Orthodox
Cathedral of St.
Thomas

Khazraj quarter of
Mosul's old city

Three dead, including
one Chaldean Catholig
and two Muslims, and
five injured.

4 January 2010 Town Centre Baritleh Many wounded.
10 January 2010 Bus for Christian Mosul University Two girls and a boy
University Students wounded.
from Bakhdida
26 January 2010 Two liquor stores Dawwasa, Mosul e Agsyrian man
wounded.
1 February 2010 Town Centre Bakhdida (Qaraqosh) 1thded,
including a woman, a
child and a

policeman.




APPENDIX I:

Assyrian IDPs and Refugees

According to the HHRO 2009 Report on the Situatbhristians in Iraq an average of 300
Christian families leave the country every monthisTigure is staggering when we see that many of
them are skilled workers, professionals and pewftle significant intellectual and monetary capital.
The vast majority of them have no intention of retng due to the hardships they have experienced.

The report also states that out of the roughly @ Gristian families that fled Mosul in the wake of
the autumn 2008 terror campaign before the 200@mial elections, only 800 have returned to their
former homes in the war-torn city. More than 50@ifees refuse to return and remain internally
displaced in towns and villages in the Ninevehr&and in the IKR.

The more recent terror campaign in the lead upadvarch 2010 parliamentary elections, and the
spree of killings, kidnappings, bombings, led totaer 154 families from Mosul joining the 500
existing IDP families. The following is a breakuptlese families and where they have found refuge:

Town/Village Number of IDP Families
Bakhdida (Qaraqosh) 25
Baritleh 20
Karimlish 3
Tisqopa 15
Ba’'shigah and Bahzani 3
Batnaya 8
Dohuk 2
Our Lady Monastery, Algosh 33
Mar Mattai Monastery 23
Mar Behnam Monastery 22

Total: 154

The following is an almost complete list, compiledthe ADM, of the number of Assyrian IDPs
living in Dohuk Province in early 2009:

Town/Village District Number of IDP Families | Number of IDPs
Dohuk Centre Dohuk 226 981
Ba-Gaire Doski 4 16
Rumta* Doski 34 165
Babilo Doski 10 40
Simel Simel 20 80
Shiyoz Simel 39 51
Mar Yaqou Simel 34 155
Bakhitme Simel 62 248
Mansuriyah Simel 42 149
Sorka Simel 23 77
Bakhluja Simel 30 120
Sorya Simel 11 41
Mawana Simel 8( ?




Zakho Centre Zakho 130 680
Peshabur Zakho 139 780
Bersive Zakho 187 817
Levo Zakho 39 621
Derabun Zakho 133 466
Be-Daro Zakho 68 244
Qarawilla Zakho 61 288
Shiranish Zakho 59 243
Hizawa Zakho 37 174
Mergasor Zakho 14 46
Dashtattakh Zakho 0 67
Bajidda Zakho 18 70
Pirakka Zakho 2( 81
Nav-Kandala Zakho 40 181
Sarsang Sapna 35 113
Araden Sapna 72 234
Inishk Sapna 30 107
Benatha Sapna g1 223
Badarrash Sapna 27 102
Dawudiyah Sapna 43 153
Be-Bede Sapna 19 62
Kani-Balav Sapna 19 72
Dehe Sapna 25 86
Blejane Sapna 6 23
Hamziyah* Sapna 19 85
Sardarawah Sapna 18 69
Tin* Sapna 21 60
Lower Deralok Sapna 1 6
Derishke Barwari-Bala 3 9
Dure Barwari-Bala 3 10
Bishmiyaye Barwari-Bala 5 9
Ayn-Nune Barwari-Bala| 9 23
Igri* Barwari-Bala 2 5
Malikhtha* Barwari-Bala 1 2
Sardashte* Barwari-Bala 3 23
Khwara Barwari-Bala 1 1
Jedide Barwari-Bala % 7
Bas Barwari-Bala I 2
Tuthe-Shemaye Barwari-Balp 1 2
Lower Challik Barwari-Bala 1 6
Musakan Barwari-Bala ) 30
Azadi and Shahidan| Agrah 60 260
Collectives
Malla-Birwan Agrah 62 233
Hazarjot Agrah 34 127
Banasora Agrah 8b 324
Nuhawa Agrah 2( 94
Be-Boze Atrush 4 ?




Adhekh Atrush 6 25
Armashe Atrush 1 3
Tilla Atrush 20 90
Bilmand Nahla 2 3
Kashkawa Nahla 1 27
Meruke Nahla 8 42
Hizane Nahla 1( 29
Zhoule Nahla 9 29
Cham-Rabatke Nahla 17
Khalilane Nahla 10 33

Total: 2,364 +9,780

* denotes villages that had not been rebuilt prioto 2003 and their inhabitants consist entirely of
IDPs who originate from there.

The following is a list of Assyrian IDPs in the tosvand villages of the al-Shaykhan district of the
Nineveh Province in 2007, compiled by the Assydoh Society:

Town/Village Place of Origin Number of IDP Families | Number of IDPs
Ayn-Sifne Mosul 8 31
Baghdad 94 436

Kirkuk 2 7

Total: 104 474

Pirozawa Baghdad 15 63
Kirkuk 2 12

Total: 17 75

Garmawa Baghdad 7 36
Karanjok Mosul 1 5
Baghdad 3 13

Total: 4 18

Ayn-Bagre Baghdad 3 5
Grand Total: 135 608

The following is a list of Assyrian IDPs in the tosvand villages of the Shaykhan district of the oh
Province in 2007, compiled by the Assyrian Aid Sty

Town/Village Place of Origin Number of IDP Families | Number of IDPs
Tilla Mosul 4 19
Baghdad 26 120

Total: 30 139

Adhekh Baghdad 9 56
Armashe Baghdad 12 46
Be-Boze Mosul 2 4
Baghdad 4 25

Total: 6 29

Grand Total: 57 270

The following is a list of Assyrian IDPs in the tosvand villages of the al-Shaykhan district of the
Nineveh Province in 2009, compiled by the Assyddh Society. It is interesting to compare the figsir
and see the increase in the number of IDP familis®re significant is the pronounced increase 4D

from Mosul:

| Town/Village |

Place of Origin | Number of IDP Families | Number of IDPs |




Ayn-Sifne Mosul 57 258
Baghdad 48 188

Kirkuk 5 18

Total: 110 464

Pirozawa Mosul 11 52
Baghdad 8 31

Kirkuk 1 1

Total: 20 84

Garmawa Mosul 4 26
Baghdad 3 20

Total: 7 46

Dashtgotan Mosul 5 12
Baghdad 3 14

Total: 8 26

Karanjok Mosul 2 6
Baghdad 10 41

Total: 12 47

Ayn-Bagre Mosul 2 9
Baghdad 16 62

Total: 18 71

Grand Total: 175 738

The following is a partial list showing examplestlo¢ distribution of Assyrian IDPs in villages and
towns of the Nineveh Plains, gathered from localshe ground in late December 2009 and early
January 2010:

Town/Village | Number of IDP Families
Bashigah 10(
Bahzani 70
Mergi 40
Alfaf* 49
al-Barakah* 75
Magharah* 28
Tisqopa 618
Bagopa 20
Sharafiyah 10
Dashtgotan 11
Karanjok 17
Ayn-Bagre 39
Pirozawa 15

* denotes villages that had not been built prior td2007 and their inhabitants consist entirely of IDB.

The following is another partial list showing exdegpof Assyrian families from villages and towns
of the Nineveh Plains and the IKR that have leftjlaltogether in the last two to three years, gathe
from locals on the ground in late December 2009earty January 2010. The figures are quite
disturbing:

Town/Village Families that have left Persons
Iraq
Bashigah 30 300
Tisqopa 454 ?




Bagopa 30 ?
Sharafiyah 9 40
Ayn-Sifne 22 103
Pirozawa 6 ?
Be-Boze 3 ?
Tilla 7 39
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METHODOLOGY

This report is based on a six-week fact-finding
mission in the northern Iraqi cities of Arbil,
Kirkuk and Dohuk, the regions of Barwari-
Bala, Sapna, Simel, Zakho and Nahla, and the
towns or villages of Bakhdida (Qaraqosh),
Tall-Kepe (Tell-Kayf), Tisqopa (Tell-Isquf),
Batnaya, Begopa (Baqofah), Alqosh,
Ba’shiga, Bahzani, Karimlish (Karemles),
Baritleh (Bartillah), Sharafiyah,

Bahindawaya, ‘Ayn-Bagrah, Karanjok,
Dashgotan, Pirozawah, ‘Ayn-Sifne, Shaglawa
and Diyana.

The fact-finding mission was conducted
between November and January 2010 to
investigate abuses against Assyrians in the
disputed territories of the Nineveh Plains and
in the Iraq Kurdistan Region. For security
reasons the Assyria Council of Europe did not
visit the city of Mosul.

Assyria Council of Europe interviewed over
70 men and women of the Chaldo-Assyrian
community, both privately and in group
settings. Interviews were conducted mainly in
Syriac and Arabic, without a translator,
persons having been identified for interview
largely with the assistance of Iraqi
nongovernmental organizations serving
Assyrian groups. In addition, Assyria Council
of Europe conducted follow-up telephone
interviews and consulted official documents
provided by Assyrian representatives. All of
these interviewees were informed of the
purpose of the interview, its voluntary nature,
and the ways in which the data would be
collected and used, and verbally consented to
be interviewed. The names and other
identifying information of many of them have
been withheld in the interests of their personal
security.

The report also draws on meetings in Arbil
with senior Assyrian official and Iraqi
Parliament member Yonadam Yousif Kanna.
Assyria Council of Europe also interviewed
Nineveh Provincial Council elected
representative Jevara Zaia, who in the 2008
provincial elections won the Christian
minority quota seat.



Map: The Iraqi Kurdistan Region and the Disputed Territories Claimed by the

Kurdistan Regional Government
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THE STRUGGLE TO
EXIST



The purpose of this report is to give the factsardong the situation of Assyrians in northern Iragluding the
Iragi Kurdistan Region (IKR). It also outlines théurdistan Regional Government’s (KRG) policies tos&
Assyrians and other Christians of all denominaticas well as other minorities in the region. Thporé also
outlines the reality of the Kurdistan Democraticrtifa(KDP) leadership’s policies towards these gmoup
Additionally, it examines and responds to the sesfyp misleading report presented in December 200Mb.
Bayan Sami Abdul Rahman, the KRG’s High Represiamtab the UK in retaliation to allegations of Kist
involvement in the killing and displacement of MbBsuChristians, and lends its support to the NovemP009
report by Human Rights Watch on violence againsionily communities in Nineveh province’s disputedritories.

Essentially at issue is the status of the Assyriginshe disputed territories immediately south bé tsemi-
autonomous IKR, as well as those Assyrians resiaiitgin the IKR. For nearly three decades previdnai
governments attempted to “Arabise” northern lrageibly driving out hundreds of thousands of noralds such as
Assyrians and Kurds from their homes and settlitignie Arabs in their place. Currently, since Sadddussein’s
overthrow, the leadership of the KRG insists thaisientitled to claim this land as part of an eggpanding
Kurdish territory, stretching from the Sinjar amegar the Syrian border in the west all the way bafagin near the
Iranian border to the southeast.

Vast segments of these disputed territories clailmedhe Kurdish authorities are historical regiavfsother
indigenous Iragi peoples. Kirkuk, for example istbrically Assyrian and Turkmen, Mosul is Assyriamd Arab,
and the Nineveh Plains are home also to Assyridasidis, Shabak, Turkmen and Kaka'is. Turkmen amedb&
also predominate and outnumber Kurds in the ndrfiyala province. Furthermore, the Kurdish pregeitmost
of these territories is not ancient and the nondi@lr communities dominate. It would not be pradticathus
construct boundaries and regions along ethnic.lines

The KRG has also intensified its Kurdish nationalitiook since 2003, which through “Kurdification$
threatening the very existence and way of life ebyxians indigenous to those areas presently whdercontrol.
The KRG authorities have been in power since 1@@Verning with semi-autonomy. They hold a significa
number of posts in the Iragi state and the Iragistitution, grants the IKR powers almost equalhtose of the
central government. This impedes the state’s fanatity.

While both Kurd and Arab leaderships claim thepdied territories,” such as the Nineveh Plains iokuk, the
actual facts on the ground differ from the ethricakclusive narratives they portray. These teriég®are
historically one of Irag’s most ethnically, lingtically, culturally, and religiously diverse areasd for centuries
they have been home to indigenous Assyrian Chnistias well as Yazidis, Shabaks, Turkmen, and otliorities.
The same is true for the IKR, which is not only leotm communities of indigenous Assyrians and Yazidut also
to considerable Turkmen, Arab and Armenian comnmeshit

Of course, Irag’s Kurds deserve to be compensaitethé atrocities committed against them by théouarIraqi
governments, among them genocide and the displatevhbundreds of thousands of people. This issaagh
should be considered separate from the Kurds’ nusteuggle for political control over the disputedritories, and
does not justify one ethnic group controlling theaaexclusively. All victims of Saddam Hussein'saBisation
campaign should to be able to return to, and rdbtlieir historic communities — including Assyriaksirds also
should not claim exclusivity of suffering, espebjialince, historically Kurds have been the victiens of
indigenous groups less numerous than themselvels asuAssyrians and Yazidis. In a sense nowad#steris
once again regrettably repeating itself.

The competing efforts of Arabs and Kurds to resdhesr territorial disputes over northern Iraq’suite have left
the Assyrians, and other communities who live the@n uncertain situation. It is they who ultimgteear the
brunt of this conflict and come under growing ptesgo declare their loyalty to either one sid¢her other, or face
the consequences. They are being victimised bii¢hey handed tactics of the Kurdish authorities tine least
arbitrary arrest and detention, torture, and irdietion, directed at anyone resisting Kurdish exjpanst plans. The
Kurdish thrust into the region has also createdortunity and reason for Arab ultra-nationaletsl Sunni
extremists to continue killing members of minowpups, especially non-Muslims. It is preciselystségment of
society, the shade of grey being neither Arab nandkwhich is struggling to exist in the new Irag.



I. TORMENTING NINEVEH'S “MINORITIES”

The current events and political climate of thdaegre dangerous for the Assyrians and other
communities because they are caught in a dilemnveelea two larger and more powerful ethnic rivals
who have over half a century of animosity betwdrmt. Many members of these communities are
mentally exhausted after years of oppression uthdeArabs, and they also bear the emotional baggage
of persecution, massacres and raids under the aadk&urds in Ottoman times. They now fear again
being oppressed by the Kurds who under previoug tfavernments also shared oppression, but now
have returned as the oppressors. To strengtharhibldion Nineveh and to ease its inclusion int th
IKR, Kurdish leaders are campaigning on two froiiiteey offer incentives such as protection and
financial support, whilst repressing them to kdea under control. The aim of this is to divide the
Assyrians, who will not easily identify as Kurdsidaget them to agree with the KRG’s plan of expamsi
into the disputed territories by ‘referendum,’ aslivas pushing Yazidis, Shabak and Kaka'i commasiti
to identify as ethnic Kurds.

Kurdish Patronage and Control

Kurdish leaders are currying favour with minorignemunities by spending hundreds of millions of iraq
dinars building a pro-Kurd system of patronage agsbthem, and financing organisations and even
political parties to compete against, underminedrallenge existing, well-established ones — mbst o
whom oppose Kurdish control. For about five yeairsrgo the setback of losing the 2009 provincial
elections in Nineveh, the KRG had flooded the Iprgen-Kurdish communities in the Nineveh Plains
with money to gain their support. This patronagetesy fosters and aggravates political divisionfiwvit
these communities by creating and funding alteveativil society organisations that favour Kurdrsite,
while blocking those that do not. This tactic opsession, classically known as divide and concfoees,
been used successfully in the IKR since 1991 asdsbeved to undermine and hinder the affairs of the
Assyrian Democratic Movement (ADM) with the estahlinent of rival Assyrian and separatist Chaldean
political parties in the region. The ADM is baslgahe only independent Assyrian political orgatiisa,

in north I5r7aq, but its functioning is severely reged. The Turkmen in the IKR have also been é@at
similarly.

The former KRG finance minister and deputy primaister, Mr. Sargis Aghajan Mamendu, himself an
Assyrian Evangelical, is known to have spent mili@f dollars from the KRG'’s coffers in the displte
territories>® These developments include the construction of mewsing units (of cheap quality and in
bad areas), newly-built and renovated churchesr@asg their historical character), aid distrilorti

(only to those who agree to support the KRG’s aimiif), and newly formed youth sports clubs and
cultural associations (to undermine and challemgdy existing ones that do not agree with the KRG
expansionist policies). Aid is distributed throuble local “Christian Affairs Committee,” a network
recently established by Mr. Aghajan to undermireevtlork of the Assyrian Aid Society (AAS), which
has existed since 19911t has also been reported that the KDP has bessspring needy Assyrians to

Iraqi Turkmen Human Rights Research Foundation TM)] “SOITM report to the UPR of Iraq,” February 20, p. 4.
%8 Assyria Council of Europe interviews with Assyriemmmunity leaders (names withheld), Arbil, DohBlkhdida, and
Algosh, December 2009 and January 2010; Sam Dateayi Christians cling to last, waning refuge§hristian Science
Monitor, March 6, 2008, http://www.csmonitor.comlB0306/p01s05-wogn.html?page=1 (accessed Augu00B); Leila
Fadel, “Kurdish expansion squeezes northern Iragisrities,” McClatchy, November 11, 2008,
http://www.mcclatchydc.com/irag/story/55711.html.
%9 “Christians Face Extinction in Northern Irag,” Newax.com, April 24, 2008,
http://www.newsmax.com/timmerman/christians_mogsah/2008/04/24/90555.html.



sign forms pledging their support for the Ninevéaiis to be annexed to the IKR and placed under KRG
rule — in return for much needed assistance, raitm emergency housiffy.

A soccer field built for the young people of the prely Assyrian town of Algosh by the KRG, notice the
Kurdish flags attached to it.

Exterior and Interior views of the Mahabbah(“Love”) apartment complex on the outskirts of Baritleh, near
the Shabak village of Khazna.

Mr. Aghajan has (with KRG funding) created a widesj refugee housing program throughout Assyrian
areas of the Nineveh Plains. In Karimlish for extenpe purchased land from the local Chaldean
Catholic Church to erect 50 prefabricated housimitsthe named “Martyrs of Faith”. A new “exemplary

0 US Commission on International Religious Freeddmag Report 2008,”
ttp://www.uscirf.gov/index.php?option=com_conterd&k=view&id=2331.



village” of 20 houses was also established betw&eimlish and Bakhdida for Armenian refugees and
named Aghajanian in his honour, as well as anabtblished beside the Monastery of St. Abraham nea
Batnaya. Two other apartment blocks, each withurits and namellahabbah(“Love”) andHayat
(“Life"”) were established near Baritleh, and thare even some on the outskirts of Bakhdida. These
housing units are often built close together whkap materials, have poor infrastructures, and are
miserably located far from the main Assyrian settats, with no pastoral care, no privacy, littleess

to services or basic supplies — sometimes neaagarBumps or in areas where non-Assyrians
predominate making them unhealthy slums and turthiam into virtual prisons. More disturbingly, some
of these units are placed under the control of Cres who rent them out to the refugees, who have
barely enough to survive on. If anything needsifixin these units, the tenants must do this at dven
expense.

The KRG has done everything in its power to corttiel Assyrians within the IKR and the disputed
territories, and to keep them loyal to themsellre¢he Assyrian villages of the Nineveh Plains, the
peshmergathe official army of the KRG, are in charge aktirhe KRG illegally funds private militias
ultimately loyal to it, instead of allowing memberisminority communities to join the police force o
Iragi military — providing them with equipment asdpport, such as rifles, radios and meagre salaries
Without the KRG's support for this militia, theyud not exist. Officially these are created not to
provide a police role but to protect the minoritiessm exterior violence. In reality, though, theygrain
Kurdish dominance through creating a local armedigrof mercenarie¥.The militia are illegitimate
since they fall outside the structure of officiaddi government security forces and are more likely
support certain political parties and their KRG magter rather than uphold the rule of fan short,
these militias known as “Church Guards” or evenr§& Guards,” who guard the checkpoints at the
entrance of each Assyrian town and village in timeeMeh Plains, are another means of KRG control on
the region. The militia, funded by Mr. Aghajan, ladeast 1,200 members deployed in Bakhdida and
surrounding village&® Kurdish authorities insist that if they and Kugialisecurity forces were not present
to secure the Nineveh Plains, the ethnic communiiti¢he area would be more easily exposed to
infighting, and devastating attacks by armed Sémab extremist groups. The KRG has even asked the
federal government in Baghdad to incorporate th@mthe local police forces but this suggestion has
been duly refused.

It was the KRG in the first place (through Mr. Klm&oran) which vetoed the establishment of a local
Iraqi police force in these villages since 28a6 ensure Kurdish control of the area, and indiste
creating this system of KRG-loyal “Church Guardsihilar to the Kurdish “Village Guards” used by the
Turkish government against Kurdish civilians duritsgwar against the PKK. Even Shabaks made a
written request proposing the establishment of tn community police force of 500 men to protect
their towns and villages, but a local Kurdish dg#ildismissed it even though it had been approyed b
Prime Minister al-Maliki®® Under international law there is no right for mities to set up their own
security force, but rather the government has w @uprovide reasonable protection without
discrimination. The Kurdish authorities though hae¢ up militia, but refuse the idea of Iraq’s adme

61 Assyria Council of Europe interviews with Assyriemmmunity leaders (names withheld) in Arbil, Algaand Bakhdida,
December 2009 and January 2010.

%2 Assyria Council of Europe interviews with Assyriemmmunity leaders (names withheld) in Alqosh aaétHglida, December
2009.

53 Ernesto Londofio, “In Iraq's North, Ethnic Strifieiles as Vote Draws Closer,” Washington Post, Jar2f 2009,
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/aei2D09/01/27/AR2009012703436_pf.html.

84 “Kurdish Militia, Iraqgi Police Terrorizing Assyrizs in North Irag,” AINA July 7, 2008,
http://www.aina.org/releases/20060706111253.htm.

% Human Rights Watch, “On Vulnerable Ground,"pp.38-and Sam Dagher, “Minorities Trapped in Northieay's
Maelstrom,” New York Times, August 15, 2009, hitpww.nytimes.com/2009/08/16/world/middleeast/16kiahtml.



forces protecting minorities and have rejecteddia of allowing them to establish their own police

forces to protect their people.

More disturbingly, the Kurdish authorities havedaxed and enriched many religious leaders of the
minority communities, paying for expensive new pkaof worship and facilities in a bid to win oveet
support of their religious establishmefftén return, community leaders, village heads aedgyimen
have sent numerous requests to Iraqi officialsestijug their areas to be added to the IKR:

“We, the signatories below, leaders, clergymen, ailidge heads of the Christians (Chaldeans-Syracs
Assyrians) in the Tell-Kayf district request thedisd) of the Tell-Kayf district to the Iraqi Kurdast
Region. So that we may have autonomy as Chrisitiehgded in the Government of the Iragi Kurdistan

Region.
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We also call on the relevant sides to all worktfo
enforcement of Article 140 of the Iragi constitatiand
to respect the views and wishes of the peoplewand
all hope that Iraqg’s rebuilding will be completed a
foundation of democracy and respect for human sight

If we are asking for the addition of our districtthe
Kurdistan Region, it is only because of the desirie
local populace, and the protection of our sacrddssi
such as churches and monasteries, chapels and
clergymen.

Considering those who were forced to emigrate from
the cities of the centre and south, and Mosul entr
under the pressure and attack of terrorism, anlinkjl
by Identity Card, no place is safe any longer wheee
may enjoy a dignified existence and security, excep
under the shadow of the Government of the Iraqi
Kurdistan Region.

We must plead that you recognize our just request a
respect our decision knowing that there are
geographical, historical, economic and social ties
binding us to the Iragi Kurdistan Regio””

A copy of the original letter quoted above.

The KRG denies many Churches and Christian aidnisgions funding for assistance programs geared
at Internally Displaced People (IDPs) for the sienf@ason that they have not pledged support to the
KDP. The Kurdish authorities have also spent aifsag@mt amount of money on the cultural and religio
activities of Yazidis, and pay the salaries oféhgployees of the Lalish Cultural Center, which has
branches in most Yazidi towfiSMost of these towns also have uniformly built khlHalls and temples

built with KRG funding.

% Assyria Council of Europe interviews with Assyriemmmunity leaders (names withheld) in Arbil, Dohalgosh, Bakhdida

and Baritleh, December 2009 and January 2010.

Letter to the committee enforcing Article 140, abggoril 20, 2008, and kept on file by Assyria Coiliod Europe.
% Middle East Institute, “Social Change Amidst Terand Discrimination: Yezidis in the New Irag,” ri88, August 2008,
http://www.mei.edu/Portals/O/Publications/Y ezidisthe-New-Iraq.pdf.



Left: A Yazidi Lalish Hall at Deraboun, note the Kurdish flag above its main entrance; Right:A lavish new
convent locals have dubbed the “five-star hotel,” bilt above Algosh by the local Chaldean Catholic Bihop,
with KRG funding.

Since Nineveh's disputed territories represent sofeag’s poorest, most under-developed, and
neglected areas, which lack many basic servicegmamdioyment opportunities (various estimates peit th
unemployment rate between 30 and 40 percent!); imapgverished families in the north have
welcomed this Kurdish patronage and financial addgich for most is the only support available tonthe
Some of them feel they are entitled to it aftenragl history of being oppressed by Kurds, not kngwin
that they are actually being used for their numbearsvotes.

Kurdish Threats and Intimidation

Through their patronage Kurds are also working todify the local population. During the Arabsation
and Anfal campaigns, all non-Arabs suffered togestmel were similarly forced to “correct” their
nationality to identify as Arabs or risk expulsisom their homes. Today, members of these ethnic
communities speak of their fear of being forcibdgianilated once again, this time by the Kurds. In a
similar fashion to the “nationality correction” @t of Saddam’s former Baathist government, members
of ethnic groups in the Nineveh Plains have replthat they were forced to not identify themselaes
member of a minority community since the two ragisbn options provided are Kurd or Arab, in order
to access education or healthcare senfit¥szidis and Shabaks are not recognised as separate
ethnicities and Assyrians that originate from nernthlrag are encouraged more and more to idergify a
Kurdistani or Kurdish Christians. At checkpointsdan all levels of administration in the IKR and
Kurdish-controlled parts of the disputed territsridssyrians are called Christians with no recagmiof
their distinct ethnic identity.

89 UN Assistance Mission for Irag, “Human Rights Repi January — 30 June 2008,” pp. 19-21.



Left: Bishop Isaac of the Assyrian Church of the East iDohuk, prays over the coffin of Ammo Baba, notice
the Kurdish and KDP flags draped over it; Right: An Assyrian lady in ‘Agrah, member of the Kurdistan
Women's Union, wears a golden map of “Kurdistan” pesented to her as a gift from the KDP for her many
years of devoted service.

When Ammo Baba, the father of Iragi soccer coachimgja proud Assyrian, passed away in at a hospital
in Dohuk in mid-2009 after a long illness, not omlgs his coffin transported to Baghdad drapedén th
Kurdish and KDP flags, but the local bishop of #tssyrian Church of the East was forced to pray @ver
with them in place. The late Ammo Baba was neithKurd, nor was he a KDP membeihose who

reject this imposed Kurdish identity pose a ditaotat to the Kurdish authorities’ claim that Asawr

Yazidi and Shabak territories belong in “Kurdistaafd are thus prone to harsh attacks and
discrimination by Kurds. Those that do not rejeere targeted by insurgent Sunni Arab groups\igst
them as pro-Kurdish.

The KRG has also engaged in discriminatory behanagainst non-Kurdish minorities. Many Assyrians
and Yazidis living in the Nineveh Plains claim tita¢ KRG confiscated their property without
compensation and that it has begun building setttgson their land. The KDP also dominates judjciar
in Nineveh province, routinely discriminating agatinon-Kurds and failing to enforce judgments igitth
favour. Many Assyrians and Yazidis also face restnms when entering the IKR and must obtain KRG
approval to find jobs in areas within Nineveh prmé administered by them, or under the security
protection of thgpeshmergaEarly reports from the area also mentioned lghinf Assyrians by agents of
Kurdish political parties®

In the two towns of Ba'shiga and Bahzani the Kuedifion process has been more pronounced. Here the
original inhabitants are Assyrians and Yazidis Wdrocenturies have spoken neither Syriac nor Kindis
but Arabic. Here, not only have Kurdish authoritiesamed the towns Bashik and Barzan in the local

* Interview conducted in Dohuk by Assyria Council &pe with an Assyrian journalist (name withheld) whas present at the
ceremony, December 2009.

" «Kurdish Resolution Threatens Assyrian Lands agft AINA November 3, 2003,
http://www.aina.org/releases/landtransfer.htm; ‘daardish Mob Viciously Murders Two Assyrians,” AIN®ecember 2, 1997,
http://www.aina.org/releases/murder.htm.



signage, but most street and shop signs in anchdrtie towns are now also written in Kurdish. On
entering the towns one is greeted with yellow sigefiow being the colour of the KDP) bearing the
slogans: “Bashik and Barzan, heart of KurdistanKurdish, and “Ba’shiga and Bahzani support al-
Barzani!” in Arabic. The sign welcoming visitorsttte municipality is also in Kurdish.

Taking for granted that Yazidis must be Kurds, Kluedish authorities controlling Ba’'shiga and Bahzan
have embarked on a campaign to force the Yazidisesfe towns to learn and speak Kurdish. This is
reminiscent of the “Citizen, speak Turkish!” cangraconducted in Kemalist Turkey where non-Turkish
citizens were publicly shamed into speaking Turkidiey have also adorned the landscape below the
local Yazidi shrines visible above the towns witlage Kurdish flag, and erected a statue of a #MBeg
Daseni, a Yazidi Emir who governed Mosul in 164$gia with a Kurdish flag fluttering next to it. Ehi

statue has enraged local Sunni Arabs from Mosul sdgothis as separatist move taken to disrespect
them.

More yellow signs in Kurdish and Arabic at the squae before entering Ba’shiqga.



Left: Kurdish flags compete with Yazidi shrines in thedndscape;_Right: The infamous statue of Mirza Beg
Daseni.
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Left: The former public image of Saddam, now part of Bazani’'s propaganda machine;_Right:The sign at the
entrance to Batnaya, marked in Syriac, Kurdish, th@ Arabic.

A former public portrait of Saddam Hussein, whitetvad since 2003, in the Assyrian town of Tall-Kepe
is now adorned with an Arabic slogan which illustsathe length to which the Kurdish authorities are
trying to Kurdify the region: “al-Barzani, an hisio elected leader for the people of Kurdistan.
Congratulations to the people of the Tell-Kayf digton theirKurdistaninessand their loving support for
this leader.” Three consecutive frames around ¢inéral panel of this former portrait bear the gtaéd
slogan: “Peace, freedom, democracy” (the mottdv@MDP) in Kurdish, Arabic and Syriac. Here Kurds
number only 15 families, whilst Sunni Arabs now ¢oise about 60% of the population. The signs
welcoming visitors to Assyrian towns in the samsrilit are all written in Syriac, Kurdish and Arabi
despite the fact that they neither lie within tK&| nor do they have any Kurdish residents.



It is apparent that whilst at the same time prawgdinancial assistance to Assyrians and other
communities (albeit at a price), the Kurdish avuities resort to heavy-handed tactics in response to
dissidents amongst them who challenge the contibleoKRG and especially the KDP. Theshmerga
forces and their specialiségayishintelligence units (who often disguise themselgshe police or
military) rely largely on intimidation, threats,steiction of access to services, random arrests and
extrajudicial detentions, to persuade their pditimpponents and ordinary members of these comiasnit
to support the KRG’s plan to expand into the disduerritories? In late 2004 an armed group of KDP
militia attacked St. John the Baptist Syriac Cathdhurch in Bakhdida, and several residents were
gathered up, severely beaten, insulted, and fitakgn away. On another occasion an armed KDP group
attacked an Assyrian family in the same tdWw@n February 17, 2008, KRG authorities arrestedhehd
incommunicado for four days Assyrian blogger JohKhgshaba al-Raykarif,a resident of Tall-Kepe,
based on articles he had posted attacking KRGHimkeruption within the Assyrian Church of the East
For most of his ordeal he was kept in a makeshsbp in the village of Sikrine within the IKR. Alof
note is the arbitrary arrest and detainment of é&zim Nuh, a member of the ADM, Hammurabi Human
Rights Organisation, and Tell-Kayf District Counail 2009’° Besides this fear factor Assyria Council of
Europe found that in some extreme cases they ofarted to violence, and even torture. The victims
are then threatened with death if they report tic@lent’®

According to many people who spoke with Assyria @olof Europe these tactics, combined with the
financial and security incentives, have so far kbpse groups in tow. The Kurdish authorities duilr t
security forces are thus seen to be the tools ovarbearing, all-pervading and highly-effective
authoritarian regime which, through its reach aolstordinary people through fear. KRG officials, in
turn, have vehemently denied allegations that tisse been responsible for these acts of intimidatio
and violence, blaming them solely on Sunni Aralverists. Part of this blatant denial was the KRG's
desperate response in December 2009 to the HungdmisRAVatch report of November that year, a one-
sided report presented by Ms. Bayan Sami Abdul Rathtitied, “The Status of Christians in the
Kurdistan Region of Iraq’*

Intimidation ahead of the 2009 Provincial Elections

According to the UN, allegations of Kurdish intiraitbn of other ethnic groups in the Nineveh Plains
increased at the approach of provincial electiomsatd the end of 2008. The votes of the non-Kurdish
communities were crucial to Kurdish hopes of wignihe elections and thus boosting their territorial
claims. The UN even reported death threats beiad tswarn people off voting in favour of candidate
who were running against the KBPFiras Josef, Ramzi Audisho and Sabri Shaya wetsailg insulted,

2 Assyria Council of Europe interviews with Assyriemmmunity leaders (names withheld) in Arbil, Dohalgosh, Baritleh
and Bakhdida, December 2009 and January 2010.

3«Armed Kurdish Groups Terrorize Assyrian Town iad,” AINA January 4, 2005,
http://www.aina.org/releases/20050117124917.htm.

4 Assyria Council of Europe interview with Johnnydéhaba in Tall-Kepe, December 2009. Johnny's kidg Arabic and may
be accessed at: http://alsarkha.uv.ro/.

S Assyria Council of Europe interview with Hazim NirhBatnaya, December 2009.

"8 UN Assistance Mission for Irag, “Human Rights Rep July — 31 December 2008,” pp. 15-16.

"7 Kurdistan Regional Government: UK Representatidhe Status of Christians in the Kurdistan Regiofraq,” December
2009, p.2.

78 Assyria Council of Europe interviews with Assyriemmmunity leaders (names withheld) in Arbil, Algaand Bakhdida,
December 2009 and January 2010.



tortured and fired from their jobs because theyrditivote for the pro-Kurdish Ishtar slate in the
provincial electiong? and in another report, Kurdish forces confiscatin cards from AssyriaffS.in
Baritleh and Bakhdida (Qaragosh), Assyria CounfcEarope spoke with members of the Assyrian
militia financed by the KRG as well as residentshaf slum-like housing complexes built by Mr.
Aghajan to house IDPs (and for which many pay rdrttey said that representatives from the Ishtar
Patriotic Slate and the allied Kurdish list toleh they would lose their jobs, aid and could faget®n
if they did not vote for either of thefhThey were also instructed to inform other Christi@Ps living in
their complexes that they too would face the saateif they did not comply. Similar tactics havebe
used within the IKR during elections at all levefsadministration to discourage Assyrians from ngti
for the ADM, as well as participating in the AssyriNew Year march which is organised by the ADM
annually on April 1, and to which tens of thousaonfléssyrians flock. The 2009 march in Dohuk
deliberately did not receive permission from Kuhdgithorities until the night before it was to leddh
and was thus renamed the “March of Defiance.” Tther dilute the turnout, supports of Ishtar and
Aghajan staged their own celebration at the neuillage of Shiyoz, enticing attendees with promisés
money and free food.

Some representatives from the various ethnic contagnas well as Arab officials and some
eyewitnesses, have even claimed that Kurdish atigsowere directly involved or complied with mass
bombing attacks against Nineveh’s minorities amdtutal 2008 campaign that saw nearly 40 Christian
killed and over 12,500 displaced during a periodtwsut three-weeks. They have also been implied in
similar attacks against Yazidi and Shabak commesyitind have been suspected as the instigatdrs of t
2009 Christmas Day violence between Shabaks angliAss in the town of Baritleh. This incident saw
dead and wounded on both sides, and was used lolyskigecurity forces as an excuse to take complete
control of that strategic town. It has been suggkttat the Kurdish authorities are even working in
cooperation with Sunni Arab extremist groups inesritd keep the disputed areas outside the KRG in
constant turmoil, and in need éshmergarotection, while at the same time providing amiobs target
at which to point the blame. The KRG, which hasweapons and the urgent desire to control the
disputed territories, is also suspected of havingedtly carried out these attacks and others tostmale”
fearful members of these groups that they are heftender the protective aegis of the IKR whiek,

we shall see below, has been disastrous for Assytiaat have lived there since 1991.

"9 “Assyrians in North Iraq Fired for Not Voting f@ro-Kurdish Slate”, AINA, February 20, 2009,
http://www.aina.org/releases/20090220154846.htm.

80 «kurdish Forces Confiscating Ration Cards, Weagemsn Assyrians in North Iraq”, Christians of Irdggtober 23, 2008,
http://www.christiansofiraq.com/kurdconfiscationsdégrianweapons.html.

81 Assyria Council of Europe interviews with resident an IDP housing complex, as well as two militiambers, in Baritleh
and Assyrian community leaders (names withheldrlil, Dohuk, Algosh and Bakhdida, December 2008 danuary 2010.
82 Assyria Council of Europe interviews with Assyriemmmunity leaders (names withheld) in Dohuk, Delnen?2009.



lI. Targeting the “Minorities” for Murder

With such diversity in its population and such weaif natural resources, as well as a rich histepjete
with enmities centuries old, and a background afngs between the different ethnic groups, the Nithev
province was the most likely to become the battiegd of the various factions fighting each other fo
control of the country. As this slowly has becoime teality in the province, it has left the membudrs
minority communities vulnerable to brutal attacksieth have shaken them to the core. Faced with
politically or religiously motivated killings by mown assailants, threats and intimidation, soreasar
are seeing the last indigenous Assyrians leaveréore

A Violent Cocktail

Soon after 2003, when US-led coalition forces atdraq, the Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA)
dispersed Iraq’s entire military, police force amaturity apparatus — except for the Kurgisishmerga
Sunni extremist groups took advantage of this ¢baituation, recruiting from amongst the thousanids
battle-hardened, disappointed, and newly unempldéngeg military and security personnel, as well as
many Arabs displaced by the Kurds’ reversal of ‘fsation.” Their objective was to sow disorder
throughout Iraq and initiate sectarian violencee fiamber of Sunni and Shiite men drawn into thg fra
increased as the fighting spréddhe sectarian conflict reached its height in md@® with an
unparalleled proportion of killings, enforced dipaprances, kidnappings, torture, and attacks aepla
of worship, including mosques and churcffaghile all Iragis have suffered from the devastating
bloodshed in the years that followed the regimeagkeathe smaller ethnic communities have been
predominantly the ones at greater risk of attatieyTalso stand to lose more than the larger etimdc
religious groups in the country.

As one man interviewed by Assyria Council of Eurap8akhdida stated, “Non-Muslim minorities
represent about five percent of the country’s tptgdulation. Christians alone count for three pet.cé
one of us is killed, then that is equal to nea@yoBthe others — 20 Shiite Arabs, seven Sunni é\aaiul
five Kurds. By comparison, that would put our la$<l0 Christians in the 2008 Mosul killing campaign
egual to about 800 Shiite Arabs, 280 Sunni Arab8,Rurds — or 1,280 Muslim lives — all this in the
space of a few weeks. | am unaware of this havappkned to any of those larger ethnic grodps.”

Despite achieving security in many parts of Iragehyly 2008, Nineveh was still among those most
dangerous and unstable. The attacks in the citlyeoprovince were not even swayed by a major mylita
offensive in the spring of 2009, when 4,000 US arwde than 25,000 Iragi security personnel swept
through each of Mosul’s neighbourhodfés part of a security agreement with the Iragitcn
government, most US forces withdrew from the citeetheir bases on June 30, 2009. After this date
attacks in Nineveh, particularly against minoritisaw a considerable increase, and they continere &v
this report is being prepared. In July and Aug28Q9, attacks against Yazidis, Shabaks and Turlahen
Tall—ég’far, Shirakhan, Khazna and Sinjar, killing all about 140 of their number and injuring nearly
500.

8 Thomas Wagner, “Wall to Divide Shi‘a and Sunni8aghdad,” Associated Press, April 20, 2007.

84«Gunmen Blow Up Mosques,” Reuters, June 20, 2007.

8 Assyria Council of Europe interview with an Assyricommunity leader (name withheld) in Bakhdidagéaber 2009.

8 Steven Lee Myers and Campbell Robertson, “Insung&emains Tenacious in North Iraq,” New York Timasly 9, 2009,
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/07/10/world/middleea6ifaq.html.

8 Human Rights Watch, “On Vulnerable Ground,” p. 30.



While other cities in Iraq have seen improvementheir security situation, accompanied by a redact
in the number of armed attacks by Islamists, Massifuation has grown desperately worse, with
bombings and shootings nearly every day, and sttigtred with rotting corpsé8The city has become

a strategic centre for many enduring Sunni insurgesups. In part this is because of Sunni Arabsfea
regarding the increase in Kurdish control overrégion, but this is also strengthened by resentimest
the displacement of fellow Sunni Arabs due to #hesrsal of Arabisation. Their continued
disillusionment has made way for extremist safeehawto operate in their neighbourhoods, persecuting
members of minorities at will.

Left: Destruction is still visible at Khazna even éur months after the devastating explosion of Augus2009;
Right: Due to the constant threat of bomb attacksiakeshift roadblocks have been constructed in Assian
towns and villages to protect Churches.

The attacks by Sunni Arab insurgent groups haveezhdirect damage to the social infrastructuréef t
minority communities, leaving their victims and etk affected in shock — too scared to continue thei
day to day business. Despite the fact that deapgabldivisions exist within each of these grouips,
between those who suggest union with the KRG aherstwho prefer remaining under Iraq’s central
government, members from both sides that Assyrizn€ibof Europe interviewed conceded that their
current situation has become desperate. Most leelf@y are now being faced with the ultimatum of
either extermination or emigration— both of whichulMd see the end of their centuries-old existence.
Between August 2008 and August 2009 about 1,059riessfamilies from the Tell-Kayf district alone
left Iraq (120 from Tall-Kepe, 310 from Batnaya, f6@m Begopa, 420 from Tisgopa, 90 from Algosh,
and 50 from othergf,and many more are waiting their turn.

Killings of Assyrians

Since 2003 armed groups of often masked assallantsrepeatedly attacked Assyrians in Irag. Thse fir
churches were bombed on June 24, 2004 and sinceéh@dotal has amounted to 61 churches. Hundreds

8 «Al Qaeda shows resilience in N.Irag-US commaridReuters, August 11, 2009,
http://www.reuters.com/article/featuredCrisis/idUﬂrﬁ32842.
" Assyria Council of Europe interview with Basim BellAlgosh, December 2009.



of Assyrians have been kidnapped (especially inlMe4$lay al-Sina’ah quarter) and between 730 and
2,000 killed throughout Ira},including at least 5 clergymen; and hundreds afyfian businesses have
been firebombed, leaving hundreds of thousandssey#ans internally displaced, or living as refugee
neighbouring countries. It is estimated that up@éo of Assyrians have fled Iraq to Syria and Jordzn
the 750,000 Iraqi refugees in Jordan up to 150a08@Assyrians. Of the 1.2 million Iragi refugees in
Syria, between 70,000 and 500,000 are Assyrians.

Left: Imad, an Assyrian IDP from Baghdad now living in Bakhdida, lost his son and brother in to kidnappers
near Abu Ghurayb in late July 2004. The day aftertheir abduction, his brother in law was also taken athey
were searching for them. He and his family still daonot know whether or not they are still alive;_Righ:
Practically an orphan: This Assyrian girl's mother died of fear during heavy fighting between warring
factions in Mosul during 2004. She is now being ced for by her grandparents.

“«Christians feel heavy loss in Iraq war,” DPA, Fefry 24, 2010; and“Report: 1,960 Christians killedrag since 2003
invasion,” DPA, December 26, 2009.



Left: A grieving Assyrian father in Baritleh holds papers from US forces concerning his two young daughters
who worked for them as cleaners at Mosul Airport, ad were murdered by terrorists in 2004;_Right: Iman,
an Assyrian IDP from Baghdad currently living in Baritleh, clutches a photo of her husband who was
murdered in the desert near Ramadi in 2005.

The assailants are apparently Sunni Arabs oppasegihmunities of different faiths living near them,
especially ones with supposed ties to the West;lwisi perceived as Christian. The Assyrians ai@ als
targeted due to their perceived ties with US araditton forces in Irag, with many of them accountfior
a large number of translators, cooks and cleaf®es Christians are also seen as supporting the KRG’
claim to the disputed territories, and media neks@uch as Ishtar TV have not helped by publicly
broadcasting Assyrian calls for their own autonos@gion in the Nineveh Plains, under KRG
administration. Christians are also seen as aamfet for organised crime (under the guise ofdisia
extremism), due to their perceived wealth and diticanal lack of tribal or militia ties and protémn,
making them prone to extortion and thiev&rixlany Christian businessmen, doctors, lawyers,
academics, and especially jewellers and gold teadhetve been targeted for ransomed kidnappings and
killings. Many Christians also suspect the compliof other community members in informing these
extremist groups of the whereabouts of “wanted [@ap exchange for money or protection, or out of
genuine fear for their own lives.

Left: A grieving mother from Mosul, now a refugee in Bakdida, clutches photographs of her murdered son
and daughters in law who died in 2004, 2005 and s&he wears théijab she was required to wear in public to
conceal her identity; Right: An Assyrian IDP at St. Abraham’s Monastery near Banaya displays his scar
from an attack on his sewerage tanker at Hillah ir2006.

Under the former regime (as is current practicesutise KRG), only Christians and Yazidis were
allowed to sell liquor because their religions @b forbid alcohol consumption. This trade, which is
frowned upon by most religious Muslims, both dersedithem and made them easily identifiable as
members of minority groups. Another trade whiclgkd them out was driving sewerage tankers which
empty out septic tanks and dispose of the wastactiped almost exclusively by Assyrians from the

91 pret Taneja, Minority Rights Group Internatiorffissimilation, Exodus, Eradication: Iraq’s mingritcommunities since
2003,” February 11, 2007, http://www.minorityrightey/2802/reports/assimilation-exodus-eradicati@agsg-minority-
communities-since-2003-arabic-edition.html.



town of Batnaya. Extremists have bombed, looted,defaced liquor stores all over Irag, and murdered
their owners? Also, many truck drivers have been brutally ateatknd killed.

In Mosul, Assyrian women and girls are forced thexe to Islamic dress codes when leaving their
homes. Assyrian students travelling to Mosul Ursitgrby bus from the surrounding towns are also
subject to random searches by armed Islamic extteymiho beat boys are found sitting next to gantsl
chastise girls who do not wear thigab, which they only need to wear on the bus, thoughampus they
must also dress in long sleeves and ankle-lengtts skThey [the terrorists] would tell us, ‘Irag an
Islamic country, and we must adhere to its ethick@inciples.” A student’s father recounts, “lllcay
daughter literally hundreds of times a day to malke she is alright. We die a thousand times inside
every time she goes to University, and we can mesBywhen she return&Recently, up to 2,000
Assyrian students have refrained from attendind_thigersity due to the deterioration of the segurit
situation ahead of the March 7 national elections.

An Assyrian student of Mosul University (left), andan Assyrian grandmother from Mosul (right), both in
Bakhdida, demonstrate how they dress in public whem town.

92 According to government sources, roughly 95 peroéthe Iraq’s alcohol shops have closed aftexcit and threats by
Islamic extremists; Ibid.

Assyria Council of Europe interview with an Assyri&tudent of Mosul University and her father (namvétbheld) at
Bakhdida, December 2009.



Left: Aziz Matti Toma, father of murdered priest Fr. Ragheed Ganni, in Karimlish; Right: An image of
Archbishop Rahho displayed in the home of a Syria®rthodox man in Baritleh

Probably the most significant attack targetingAlssyrian community was the kidnapping of Chaldean
Catholic Archbishop Paulus Faraj Rahho in Mostasvas leaving the Holy Spirit Church on February
29, 2008. The reason stated was that he failedytgmtection money or "jizya" to Islamic insurgent

His driver and bodyguards were shot and his bodyfaand 10 days later. He is presumed to have died
in captivity® Iraqi officials duly captured the alleged leadethe kidnappers, Ahmad Ali Ahmad

(known as Abu Omar), an al-Qaeda leader, and hecarascted in May 2008 and sentenced to d&ath.
On October 9, 2006, Fr. Paulus Iskandar of theaSy@irthodox Church in Mosul was kidnapped and his
dismembered and beheaded corpse was found thredatery On November 30, 2006, Pastor Mundhir
al-Dayr of the Protestant Church in Mosul was kjgped and killed with a bullet shot to his head. On
June 3, 2007, Fr. Ragheed Ganni and three deattims Ghaldean Catholic Church in Mosul were shot
in their car as they left a church after conductimass?® These killings remain largely unresolved, like
most other similar killings of Assyrians, but thigiythe pattern mostly used by Sunni Arab Islamists

Between late August and November 2008 the Christiammunity in Mosul was shaken by a series of
orchestrated killings by armed assailants, mostyilsunni Arab extremists, targeting them spedifica
This wave of killings led to a mass exodus of atihyg00 Christian families from that city. No plagas
safe, with Christians being targeted in their hgmeskplaces, and in places of worship. This began
shortly after the community lobbied the Iraqgi pamtient to pass a law that would increase the qudota o
seats set aside for minorities in the upcoming ipal elections” The attacks intensified after

Christians held demonstrations in Nineveh and Badlah September 28 opposing the Iragi parliament’s
decision to drop a provision of the provincial ¢élees law ensuring political representation for orities

% UN Assistance Mission for Irag, “Human Rights Repi January — 30 June 2008,” pp. 19-21. Accordingitnesses (names
withheld) interviewed by Assyria Council of Euroje December 2009, Archbishop Rahho was an ex-Baathd his corpse
was found in a Kurdish-controlled part of Mosul.

% «Death penalty over Iraq killing,” BBC News Onlinklay 18, 2008, http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middiesté7407489.stm.

% UN Assistance Mission for Irag, “Human Rights Reph January — 30 June 2008”; and Assyria Cowfdilurope interview
with Fr. Ganni's father Aziz Matti Toma Be-Gannikarimlish, December 2009.

7 “Terrified Christian Families Flee Irag's MosukbdxNews.com, October 11, 2008,
http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,436481,00.html.



(which was later amende®)These killings left 40 Christians dead and dispthabout 12,500 from their
homes within a matter of week&These were accompanied by the bombing of churmheé<hristian
homes in Mosul, threatening graffiti in Christia@ighbourhoods with messages such as “get out gr die
and anti-Christian messages, threatening Christiahey did not leave, blasted from loudspeakers
mounted on car€® Most of the killings were based on the victims2idity cards, which the assailants
would as for before they shot them dead, to make that they were Christian. This style of murdas h
known as “ID-based Killing” to the frightened lodahristian community®*

According to most interviews conducted by Assyr@u@cil of Europe, the victims had not received any
direct warnings or threats prior to their murdatthough other Christians may have been warnegkteel
by Muslim neighbours or received threatening mophlene text messages and bullets in envelopes left
on their front doorsteps. During this campaigniofance, the Kurdish-dominated security forces
controlling the area were apparently unable to g@mewer stop the killing$> After this Prime Minister al-
Maliki replaced the Kurdish-dominated army unitdMosul with Arab units and sent in non-Kurdish
policemen from Baghdatd® By mid-November roughly 80 percent of displacedig€tans were reported
to have returned to their homes in and around Mgsutly because of an improvement in the security
situation, but primarily for job security, and sort to jeopardise their children’s schoolifity.

% Erica Goode, “Violence in Mosul Forces Iraqi Cligiss to Flee,” New York Times, October 10, 2008,
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/10/11/world/middleeasifaq.html.

9 UN Assistance Mission for Irag, “Human Rights Repi July — 31 December 2008.”

190 yN Security Council, Report of the Secretary-Gahpursuant to paragraph 6 of resolution 1830 (p088vember 6, 2008,
http://www.unirag.org/FileLib/misc/SG_Report_S_20688_EN.pdf, p. 11; and Corey Flintoff, “Some Da#d Iraqi
Christians Ponder Kurds’ Role,” NPR, October 28)&http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.phpRgid=96103301.
#$#Assyria Council of Europe interviews with AssyrildPs (names withheld) in Bakhdida, Dohuk, Algosh &atnaya,
December 2009.

192 >N Assistance Mission for Irag, “Human Rights Repi July — 31 December 2008,” pp. 15-16.

1931CG, “Irag’s Provincial Elections: The Stakes, ttht/www.crisisgroup.org/home/index.cfm?id=58834p.

194 UNHCR, “Iraq: Displaced Christians return to MaaiNovember 11, 2008,
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900sid/SHIA-AGWG?0OpenDocument&rc=3&cc=irg.
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This is just one of the many letters received in Aabic by Assyrians and other Christians in Mosul,
threatening them with certain death if they choos@ot to leave the city. It was sent by the “Phalangeof Just
Punishment” of the “Base of the Jihad in Mesopotanai.”
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Left: An Armenian IDP at Aghajanian shows the only photashe possesses of her late husband, who was
murdered during the 2008 killing campaign in Mosul;Right: A grieving Assyrian man reminds himself daily
of his late brother, shot dead at their factory neeMosul in July 2009.
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Left: Many Assyrian IDPs, like this one in Batnaya, stilkeep the keys to their homes in the hope that orday
increased security will allow them to return and live normal lives again;_Right:Mukhtar George Ya'qub of
Karimlish displays some of the files in his officeelated to IDPs that have sought refuge there.

On July 21, 2009, British Member of Parliament EdiMaeigh made an Early Day Motion (EDM)
regarding the “Killing of Christians in Mosul” (EDNI964). In this EDM, Leigh notes that:



“ ... a Washington Times news report dated 26 Oct2®@3, stated that on 17 October 2008 Iraqi
security forces arrested six men in connection wighkillings of Christians in Mosul and found tHatir

of them had links to the Kurdish Regional Goverrnmdlitia, not Al Qaeda; further notes that the
Kurdish Regional Government and its militia are dwated by the Kurdistan Democratic Party and that
on 29 October 2008 Gulf News reported that invesiogs had been completed, and proved the
involvement of Kurdish militias in the displacemand killing of Christians, a claim which was rextstd

by Iraqg's Prime Minister Nouri Al-Maliki during aigstussion with Iragi lawmakers, according to Osama
Al Nojaifi, a deputy in the Iragi parliament.*%®

Suspicion and accusations of intent and accouitiabdve been traded by representatives from the
different communities. Some Arab and Assyrian comitydeaders have laid the blame on the KRG,
stating that the attacks had taken place in arbasenthere was no insurgent activity and which vwhos
security was controlled by the Iragi army, domidatg a high percentage of Kurdish officers. This
suggests that the terror campaign was designedderonine the minorities’ confidence in the central
government’s security apparatd$Some of the murders occurred in parts of Mosulisgtby Iraqi

army checkpoints and, in some cases, in their ineteedicinity, leading some Assyrian and Arab
representatives to believe that Kurdish officertheir proxies had a hand, or rather stood to lignef
the attacks’’ Immediately after the killings, Former KRG Priméniidter Nechirvan Barzani stated,
“Those who accused the Kurds of driving the Chaistiand others out of Mosul are the same people who
earlier accused the Kurds of an expansionist patidyiosul and other area$® Indeed, this leads one to
speculate, in the light of the obvious Kurdish planexpansion into the disputed territories, wieethr
not this may be seen as a confession of respabsityl Kurdish authorities.

The murders created for the KRG an opportunityntergie as the benefactor of the Christian community
in the eyes of the world by subsequently providimgm with shelter, security, and financial assistain
the Nineveh Plains and the IKR. After the Iragitcaeihgovernment promised the equivalent of about
US$127 to each displaced family, Mr. Aghajan offeeach family $212% This would further
strengthen Kurdish influence in any referendumlecten that followed — as was the case with the
victory of the Ishtar Patriotic Slate in Januar2@nd the election of Mr. Tanios lyou to the Niglev
provincial council. Kurdish authorities have vehehedenied these allegations and instead accused
Sunni Arab extremist groups of carrying out thaeks to encourage sectarian sttifeDespite this, the
Islamic State of Iraq, an umbrella organisatioduding many insurgent groups such as al-Qaeda in
Mesopotamia, has rejected any allegations of resipitity.*** Frustratingly, none of these allegations
against the Kurds, or by the Kurds against Arabe lteeen backed up by evidence.

Whoever was responsible, these attacks were cleathestrated and widespread. Assyria Council of
Europe interviewed family and friends of nine Ctigis victims murdered in Mosul between August and
November 2008. While other Christians have retutoddosul since, these beleaguered families remain

195 Kurdistan Regional Government: UK RepresentatiBhe Status of Christians in the Kurdistan Regiofrag,” p.12.
108 Assyria Council of Europe interviews with Assyriemmmunity leaders (names withheld), Arbil , BakajiDohuk, and
Algosh, December 2009 and January 2010.

197 Assyria Council of Europe interviews with Assyriemmmunity leaders (names withheld), Arbil , BaktaiDohuk, and
Algosh, December 2009 and January 2010.

1% KRG.org interview with Prime Minister Barzani otiagks against Iragi Christian community, 5 Novembe

2008, http://www.krg.org/articles/detail.asp?smap300100&Ingnr=12&asnr=&anr=26340&rnr=223.

199 Fadel, “Kurdish expansion squeezes northern Iraiisrities,” McClatchy,
http://www.mcclatchydc.com/irag/story/55711.html.

10)cG, “Irag’s Provincial Elections: The Stakes,”ddie East Report No. 82, January 27, 2009,
http://www.crisisgroup.org/home/index.cfm?id=5883.

11raq: Al-Qaeda denies Christian murders in ndridnkronos International, October 13, 2008,
http://www.adnkronos.com/AKI/English/Security/?id83579084505.



in Assyrian villages in the Nineveh Plains, toglfitened to return to their homes there. Some aofithe
witnessed the murders first-hand, while others vabite to obtain information from witnesses. They ar
few since many witnesses do not dare to spealgfdaar. Often bodies of murdered Christians would
remain where they were killed or dumped, with negslaining that they were to remain so as an
example to others, and threatening anyone who nbeas with immediate death. Families would also
be too frightened to collect their loved ones’ stidally dismembered remains from morgues for the
same reason, or to bury them. Many families wetenesent at their deceased’s burial and do nat eve
know where many are buried. Many still suffer frime effects of shock and traurfaThe survivors’
harrowing depositions suggest a systematic ancpitgrl campaign of terror, intending to devastate
Mosul's Christian community with maximum impact.

Based on the interviews conducted, Assyria Cowfddurope found no clear evidence suggesting that
Kurds were directly involved in the killing campaigAccording to most witnesses, the armed assailant
spoke fluent Iragi Arabic, which appeared to bértimother tongue, though it was most often not the
dialect of Mosul but that of Arab tribesmen. Moktlee gunmen were also of Arab appearance and,dress
and made it clear that they were attacking Christfar religious reasons. One Assyrian witness
interviewed by Assyria Council of Europe, thoughowtas withheld her identity for fear of retributjion
watched in horror from her second storey windownasarmed men, dressed as Arabs and speaking
Kurdish and broken Arabic to one another, proce¢déavade the home of her neighbour in a Christian
neighbourhood of Mosul and attack its occupahis.

In October 2008, whilst the atrocities against &ffans in Mosul were still being perpetrated, I1saq’
Human Rights Ministry created a committee to lautk ithese crimes and the resulting displacerhént.
The unpublished report did not conclude who wagamsible for the killings, or whether Iraqgi secyrit
forces could have prevented them. It did statedhdbat evidence indicated this campaign was
“targeted” “systematic” and “pre-arranged.” It akltated that the “killings, targeting and threatsev
practiced in the eastern side (left) of the cithjak was previously the safe side where securitye®
could move freely and smoothly as opposed to thst side (right) which is considered by the peojble o
Mosul as the domicile of armed groups>”

Intimidation ahead of the 2010 National Elections

In November 2009 Iraq had seen the lowest amouciviban deaths since the regime-change
over six years previousf}® and the Chaldean Catholic community also celebrtie
appointment of a new archbishop to replace theNtape Faraj Rahhd!’ Despite this apparent

calm, members of minority communities in the Ninfepeovince began in mid-November to appeal to
local and national authorities for protection amignings of increased attacks in the lead-up to the
national elections, scheduled for March 26'fhese appeals were not unwarranted. On November 26,
2009, St. Ephrem’s Chaldean Catholic Church anth8tesa Convent of Dominican nuns in Western

i Assyria Council of Europe interviews with Assyriemmmunity leaders and IDPs (names withheld), DoBalkhdida,
Shiyoz, and Algosh, December 2009 and January 2010.

i Assyria Council of Europe interviews with AssyrilP (name withheld), Tell-Kepe, December 2009.

114 Administrative order no. A/15178 dated October2@08.

115 |raq Ministry of Human Rights Fact-Finding Comrait “Report on Displacement of Christian Familiesineveh
Governorate,” see “Human Rights Watch, On Vulnerd@iound,” p. 36.

i %aq Civilian Deaths Drop to Lowest Level of WaReuters, November 13, 2009.

# omosul Celebrating the Appointment of New Archbishidper the Death of Mgr Rahho,” AsiaNews, NovemB8&r 2009.
s %linority Communities in North Irag Appeal for Prot®n,” IRIN, November 16, 2009.



New Mosul (an area under the control of Sunni Aratis previously safe) were subjected to bombifigs.
Local Christian sources reported that the "attaak like a Mafia warning"”, a message to Christiaas "
get out of the city," and suggested that Kurds mighinvolved in the action in order to get Chegss out
of the area and into the Nineveh PIdifidn fact, the Church had already received threalting for

them to leave before the electidhs.

The first killings began on December 10, 2009 (lyethiree months ahead of the elections), with the
shooting that night of two Assyrian brothers - Rank4, a newly-wed, and Rimon, 18, sons of Najib
Patros from Batnaya — in the northern Mosul distfdHay al-Baladiyat. They had been working in

Mosul driving sewerage trucks — a job which madsrtteasy targets as Christians — and had received no
prior warning that they would be prone to attackhéw interviewed by Assyria Council of Europe, their
father expressed how disappointed he was thatdhether family members were unable to obtain any
information from witnesses regarding the assaildfitsey are too scared to talk,” he said, “I gudnssy

fear for their own lives t0o.” Patros is plannimg¢ave Irag with the rest of his family since bédo
frightened to remain in the country, and his comityus facing an uncertain future if they remairdan

their rights are not securéd.

" % aq Attacks Hit Christian Sites,” AFP, November, 2609.

#% oghristian Buildings Attacked in North Irag,” AsialNs, December 1, 2009.

## % aqi Christians Flee Pre-Election Violence,” DH#ecember 11, 2009.

# Assyria Council of Europe interview with Najib Pagrat Batnaya, December 2009.



A Grieving father. Najib Patros of Batnaya holds upphotos of his two murdered sons, Ranko, 24 (leftand
Rimon, 18 (right).

Amidst this tide of uncertainty, the Hammurabi HimRights Organisation and Christian Solidarity
International held a conference in Baghdad on Déeserhl and 12, 2009, researching the future of the
Christian presence in Iraq under the slogan “aitieghreturn for Iraqi refugees.” It was a succeassf
meeting attended by Christian community and govemtmepresentatives from all over Iraq, and abroad.
Most significant was the attendance of Assyriand@Rd refugees that had been the victims of vielenc
in Mosul and Baghdad, and who were brave enougglltof their harrowing experiences.

On December 15, 2009, two more explosions targdednnunciation Syriac Catholic church
in New Mosul's Majmu’ah al-Thaqafiyah quarter, aslvas the centuries-old Mary Immaculate



(al-Tahirah) Syriac Orthodox church and a Christiahool in the al-Shifa’ quarter of Mosul’s
old city.*?® Five people were killed in the attacks in Mosutlimling a newborn infant, and another 40
wounded. The US Military issued a statement tcefifect that they had detained several al-Qaeda
members responsible for the attacks. On Decemh&QDB, Assyrian Zaid Majid Yusuf, 30, was killed
in a drive by shooting as he was walking to his éafter parking his car. The gunman had first asked
him if he was a Christian and even got out of #uete make sure that Zaid was dead. On the mowfing
December 23, 2009, another set of explosions sthekistoric Chaldean Catholic church of St. Georg
and the eighth century Syriac Orthodox Cathedr&toiThomas in the Khazraj quater of Mosul’s ol ci
leaving three dead, including one Chaldean Catlawicttwo Muslims, and five injured. By this timesth
Christian death toll had reached fi¥#2On December 24, Basel Isho Yohanna, 23, was $hpatiat-

blank range in from of his home in the Mosul neiginthood of Hay al-Jaza’ir. On December 28, 2009,
Sarah Edmond Youkhana, an Assyrian student in dlcalfy of Education at Mosul University, was
kidnapped. Sarah’s kidnappers contacted her faamitiyinformed them they are an Islamic front, cgllin
themselves "Islamic State of Iraqg, an al-Qaedarvrgsion.” No demands were made. Between October
and December 2009, two Assyrians had been killétébiy al-Tahrir and one in the 17 Tammuz
neighbourhood, as well as four Christian homes kamhib Hay al-Wahdah, Tall-Rumman, Matahin and
al-Hadba.

It was not until January 2010, though, that thackis against Christians and other minority growggsah,
intensifying in February with a slowly-escalatirgngpaign of "targeted executions" that have hodifie
the community in Mosul. On January 12, an armedgtdlled Hikmat Sleiman, 75, who owned a small
grocery store. On January 17, Saadallah Yousgis,Jar52-year-old Syrian Catholic, was shot dfduk
man, married and father of two daughters, was Wreeo of a shop selling fruit and vegetables in the
Thagafah neighbourhood, near Mosul University. iHigder coincided with the arrival of the new
Chaldean Catholic archbishop, Msgr. Emil Shimoum#jan the city®® At noon on January 1&n

armed commando executed Abdullahad Amjad Hamidaaied Syriac Catholic, who owned a
small grocery store in the al-Siddiq neighbourhdndorthern Mosul. He was killed outside his
home in the suburb of Hay al-Baladiyat, not fanirbis workplace. Local witnesses reported
that the murder took place in front of the secuiatges, who saw all the phases of the attack,
but did not interveneédn January 26, Raghid Sabah Tobia, a young Assysias badly wounded when
his store, not far from the Chaldean Catholic chuirc the Dawwasa neighbourhood, was attacked. That
same afternoon another shop is in the same neighdod, but owned by a Yazidi and near the Syriac
Catholic chapel of Qasr al Mutran, was also attdc¢ke

On February 14 armed assailants killed Rayan Selém, 43, a Chaldean Catholic who ran a business
dealing in a traditional meat dish, outside his BomMosul's east on Sunday. On February 15
greengrocer Fattuhi Munir, 40, a Syriac Catholiaswyunned down inside his shop in a drive-by shgoti
in the city's western Sahaba distrfct.

On February 16, a gunman accompanied by two odmesged from a car in Mosul’'s northern
neighbourhood of Hay al-‘Arabi and fired at two $san university students they waited at a bus stop

# John Pontifex,“Churches come under attack in Iraq;N, December 15, 2009; and “Iragi Christians fiemre attacks after

two church bombings in Mosul,” Catholic News AgenBDgcember 16, 2009,
http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/iraqi_chaiss_fear_more_attacks_after_two_church_bombingsnasul/.

# “Mosul attacks on two Christian churches, threedd®ad several injured,” AsiaNews, December 23, 2663® Hamed
Ahmed, “1200 year old church bombed in Mosul,” Acember 23, 2009.

* “Two Christians killed in Mosul, Iraq,” AsiaNewsaduary 18, 2010.

“Young man wounded in new anti-Christian attaclviosul,” AsiaNews, January 26, 2010.

“Gunmen kill two Assyrian shop owners in Iraq,” ARRebruary 16, 2010.

#
#



with an automatic weapon. Speaking in Arabic, teadants asked them for their identity cardg\fter
Zia Toma, a 21-year-old engineering student, preduis card, one of the assailants shot him point-
blank in the head, killing him instantly. Ramsinn&kel, a 22-year-old pharmacy student, tried toowin
was shot twice; one bullet shattered his teeth.a8sailants fled the scene, apparently assumirygtu:
killed both students, although Shmael is seriouslynded with little hope of survivaf® The students
and their families had escaped to northern IrampfBaghdad in the summer of 2007 after receiving
threats to kill them unless they converted to IsIblow their family members plan to move again sthi
time out of Irag"®

At around 1:00 pm on February 17, the bullet-riddbedy of Wissam George, a 20-year-old Assyrian,
was recovered on a street in the south Mosul reBaleneighbourhood of Wadi al-‘Ayn. He had gone
missing that morning on his way to his institutéyene he was studying to be a teactier.

By February 20, at least 10 Christian families kndw the new Chaldean Catholic archbishop had fled
Mosul**? That same day police found the body of Assyriasp&eeper Adnan Hanna al-Dahan, 57,
Syrian Orthodox, in Hay al-Baladiyat, shot to deatth bullet wounds to his head. He had been
kidnappedoy unknown assailanteom inside his grocery shop in the neighbourhobal-d1abda, also
in northern Mosul, the week beforg.

On February 23, a Syriac Catholic man, Ishoo Mare&iand his two sons, Mokhlas, 31, and Bassim, 25,
were gunned down in their west Mosul home by unkmagsailants. The gunmen also stole the family's
gold before escaping on three motorcy¢fé3hey were the family of Fr. Mazin Ishoo, who haapite
being kidnapped in 2007 and released upon paynfieahsom had decided to stay in Mosul to serve the
community. In one Christian house in Mosul all theily members were Killed - five people. First the
attackers drove by and shot from their car, they ttorced themselves into the house and gunned them
down, throwing two bodies outside as a cruel waytiar others.

It has been estimated that in the previous weeko &0 Christian families, consisting of an averafje
five members per family, had left Mosul and, sittoe previous weekend, one or two families leftditg
every day. Between February 24 and 26, Chaldeam@@a®irchbishop Emil Shimoun Nona stated that
Mosul is going through a "humanitarian emergenayd that "hundreds of Christian families" have left
the city in search of shelter, leaving behind tiheimes, property, commercial activiti€3The fleeing
families are heading for the string of Assyriadagks, towns, churches and monasteries to theedst
north of the city:* as well as Dohuk and Ankawa in the IKR. The m#jaof those remaining in Mosul
are those who cannot afford to leave, such asdbg plderly and handicapped. Estimates from less t
10 years ago enumerated well over 100,000 Christraiviosul, though today they vary from 150-300
families (or 2,000 to 3,000 people) living in thg/cAs some observers have described, Mosul has
become “a graveyard for Christians.”

! Although identity cards in Iraq do not indicateig@n or ethnicity, assailants have often usedvibém's name as a marker
of his or her religious or ethnic affiliation. Hum&ights Watch, “Iraq: Protect Christians from eiote,”"February 24, 2010.
#" “Three Christians killed in north Iraq,” AFP, Felary 17, 2010.

#$ Human Rights Watch, “Iraq: Protect Christians fraisience,”February 24, 2010.

# Mujahid Mohammed, “Fourth Assyrian killed in northdraq in as many days,”AFP, February 18, 2010, '@pate of
Christian killings before Iraq March vote,” Reutefebruary 18, 2010.

Simon Caldwell, “Mosul Archbishop says Christiaivelin panic, targeted in killings,” CNS, Febru&®, 2010.

“Fifth Assyrian killed in a week in north Iraq,”AFFFebruary 20, 2010.

“Five dead, including three Assyrians, in Iraq elt®"AFP, February 24, 2010.

Edward Pentin, “Mass media ignore Iraq Christiareeyancy,”February 27, 2010, http://www.ncregistemc

Jareer Ahmad, “Christians flee Irag’s Mosul,"Febyu25, 2010, http://www.azzaman.com.
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The authorities do not have the power to put a sidpe deteriorating situation. The governor ofsMio
and the police chief are reported to have eveneehcertain individuals that they should leave Mosul
because they could not guarantee their safety amd oot protect them from the killet.Reports also
state that Kurdish and Arab security forces weokiltg on as several were killed in front of thet las
checkpoint before leaving the town in northern [\t the same time, Kurdish militias are reported to
have mounted a politically motivated arrest campailgead of the general elections, imprisoning Hossa
Hamadi, head of the municipal council in the Hanigaim district and the head of the police forceha t
Tell-Kayf district**° Also on February 24, Syriac Catholic Patriarchatiys Joseph Ill Younan addressed
a letter to Iragi Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki rending him of the Iragi government’s responsibility
towards its citizens, blaming Iragi authorities fioe slaughter of Christians in Mosul and demanding
justice and a proper investigation.

It is obvious here that the events that have oedumr Mosul between November 2009 and February 2010
are linked to the March 7, 2010, national electi$hin a way mimicking the events of 2008, this
campaign has seen the bombing of five churchesneent, and a school; as well as the kidnappiranof
Assyrian girl and the murders of between 15 an@Rfistians. As a result hundreds more Christian IDP
families have fled Mosul to the Nineveh Plains #mel IKR, adding to those already seeking relative
safety in those areas. The situation is drasti¢ ipdoper steps are not taken by authorities émahit,

not only will Mosul be empty of Christians but gl$aced with discrimination by Kurdish authorities

the IKR and disputed territories, many will chotsdeave their ancestral homes in Iraqg forever.

# Jerry Dykstra, “Five family members gunned dowmiosul,”February 25, 2010, http://www.christiannevieacom.
! Allie Martin, “Iraq’s Mosul perilous for ChristiagisFebruary 23, 2010, http://www.onenewsnow.com.

#" Zeena Sami, “Kurdish militia tighten grip on non4idish districts in Iraq’s Mosul,” February 19, 2010
http://www.azzaman.com.

#3$ «politician says Iraqi Christians targeted in pteetion violence,” DPA, February 23, 2010.
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[1l. Conclusions

The situation regarding land-control in Ninevehyince and other disputed areas teeters on theafdge
full-scale violence. Kurdish leaders demand thaioiporation into the IKR through an ultimately
controlled referendum, whilst Sunni Arabs and Isaggntral government insist that the Kurdish forces
withdraw from lands outside the KRG's jurisdictidvost Kurd and Arab political leaders even refuse t
consider the option of sharing power in these aledeed, the disputed Nineveh Plains are neither
exclusively Kurdish nor Arab. As arguably Iraq’s shanulticultural, multi-ethnic, multilingual and
multi-religious area, any solution to this its freumust recognise its diversity and the right ahlan
beings not only to live in security and dignityocising their identity and which language, religiand
culture they will choose to practice, but also &wdna say in their own political future, free ofyan
external influences.

Recommendations

To the Kurdistan Regional Government:

» Modify the constitution of the Iragi Kurdistan Regito recognise Assyrians (including Chaldeans and
Syriacs) as one group, and as an indigenous pépulaind accord legal recognition to Shabaks, Yazid
and Kaka'is as distinct ethnic groups.

» Repeal all decrees relevant to “nationality cormectand “Kurdfication”, and permit affected person
the right to determine their own ethnic affiliatibnee from coercion and duress.

» Protect and guarantee the dignity and empowernféntigenous non-Kurdish ethnic, religious and
linguistic minorities at all levels of governmeintcluding provincial, regional and local adminisioas.

* Remedy the injustice caused by the Kurdistan Redi@Government’s practices in altering the
demographic character of certain regions by intatiidy and threatening those who oppose them, agusin
them to flee their places of residence, forcingratign in and out of the region, settling indivithialien

to the region, depriving the non-Kurdish inhabitaot work, and correcting nationality.

» Recognise non-Kurdish IDPs with ancestral rootmfrdllages in the Iragi Kurdistan Region as locals
and refrain from making them apply for residencerpts.

» Restore all expelled and deported non-Kurds to thmines and property, or, where this is unfeasible,
provide just compensation. Cease placing obstatlieir search for employment and sources of ircom
and crack down on discrimination and corruption.

» Promote employment opportunities for non-Kurds wiere have been deprived of employment or
other means of support in order to force their atign out of the region.



» Cease repression of political and civil societyamigations that oppose Kurdish nationalist poligies
the Iragi Kurdistan Region and the disputed tefig Allow such organisations to operate freelg an
without intimidation and fear.

» Cease funding political and civil society orgarimas that divide ethnic communities and support the
KDP’s nationalist policies by undermining and chatling existing ones which do not.

» Ensure that independent non-Kurds can fully paugit in public affairs without fearing retributifor
differing political views. Cease arbitrarily arriegt and detaining non-Kurdish activists.

* Transfer detainees originating from Nineveh andidirProvinces from prisons in the IKR to Nineveh
and Kirkuk prisons supervised by local judicial ez and allow treatment of such detainees acogtdin
due process of law.

* Initiate independent and impartial investigatiohgdividuals, including Kurdish security forces,
alleged to be responsible for carrying out killingisinappings, beatings and torture against miiesrit
Make the results public and discipline or prosecaseappropriate, the criminals and even officidie
authorised or used excessive force.

* Recognise Nineveh Province’s 19 March 2003 boursdamtil such time as the status of the disputed
territories may be altered by constitutional meansl take steps to resolve bilateral issues wiHrdmi
Government, avoiding inflammatory rhetoric concegnimutual relations, the status of disputed
territories and the issuance of oil and gas cotdiacthese areas. Also, seek to minimise sectiskg by
refraining from military manoeuvres in disputediteries without pre-notifying the other side.

» Cease funding private militias to carry out pulsicurity responsibilities in non-Kurdish towns and
villages located in the disputed territories owdide Iragi Kurdistan Region.

» Consult with the representatives on non-Kurdish momities to put in place policies for their
protection. Allow municipalities to hire police aférs from among their own communities, in accoogan
with existing procedures outlined by Iraq’s Interdinistry.

* Increase funding to non-Kurdish immersion schoal$ eease the obstacles placed in their operation.

» Cease the indoctrination of non-Kurdish childrerotiyh educational programs in which they are made
to glorify Kurdistan at the expense of their owhrét identity.

» Cease the obstacles placed before non-Kurds clgilaits they have lost to Kurdish squatters and
conduct proper inquests into incidents of non-Kureding abducted or murdered in the Iragi Kurdistan
Region.

» Cease electoral fraud and allow foreign obsereradnitor the election process in the Iraqi Kuratist
Region and disputed territories, as well as coumtvbtes.

 Allow independent Iragi and international humarhtgyorganisations to work unfettered in the Nineveh
Plains and in the Iragi Kurdistan Region and tovjzte unbiased information.

« Invite the UN independent expert on minority issteeprovide an impartial assessment of the sitnatio
of non-Kurdish ethnic communities in the Iraqi Kistdn Region and in the disputed territories.

#



To the Government of Iraq:

* Facilitate rebuilding the Iraqgi state by reduciriglence in the country and instituting stability time
region, to create a powerful and viable centralisad.

* Amend the Iraqgi Constitution to: Reduce the restis on the state authorities, remove contradyctor
articles, clearly define and strengthen the powereatral government, and grant priority to thetcan
government in shared authorities and all futuresitaas.

* Article 4 of the Iraqgi constitution should be repbed so that it ensures protection of minority gsdu
linguistic and cultural rights, removes discriminatbetween the ethnic communities in Iragi sogiety
improves the access of ethnic communities to edrcat their own mother tongue, and prevents the
publication of immense Iraqgi state documentatioKumdish.

* Implement joint administration in educational megti disputed districts’ educational facilities
through the creation of a committee comprising memslof all ethnic communities in the education
directorates of Nineveh and Kirkuk.

» Transfer teachers in the disputed districts wheixectheir salaries from the KRG to the authoritd a
payroll of Nineveh and Kirkuk’s education directtas

* Protect and guarantee the dignity and empowernfezthoic, religious and linguistic minorities at al
levels of government, including provincial, regibaad local administrations. Ensure protection of
ethnic, linguistic and religious minorities in tdesputed territories through security measures;dasing
discriminatory resource and service allocationrema with heavy minority presence, halting efftots
manipulate such groups or enlist them to their aitl providing fair political representation.

 Local recruitment into Nineveh’s security forcesl @specially integration of members of diverse
ethnic groups in security forces deployed in disguerritories.

* Implement, as the new provincial governments amaéal, an ambitious economic recovery program
focused on infrastructure repair and revitalisimg agricultural sector. Pressure the Nineveh Poialin
Council especially to pledge to release $500 nmllimunspent past budget funds to the local goventm
sector.

* Facilitate the effective involvement of Iraqis gbuilding of the state on a democratic basis — NGO
laws should be instituted to international bestfica.

* Encourage international human rights organisatsmtd as Human Rights Watch and Amnesty
international to open offices in northern Irag.

» Create an independent inquiry to determine whoresgonsible for the carefully-planned systematic
campaign of killings and bombings that targetedyfiass in Mosul between September and November
2008, and November 2009 and February 2010, ansutbeequent displacement of over 12,500
Assyrians. The inquiry should not only identify tkilers, but also underline why the security seeg
failed to prevent the attacks.



» Restore the rule of law and the control of theilcaaptral government, police and military in alkas
outside the Iraqi Kurdistan Region.

» Emphasise to the Kurdistan Regional Governmenn#gg to remedy the injustices caused by the it's
practices in altering the demographic characteedfin regions by intimidating and threateningsého
who oppose them, causing them to flee their platessidence, forcing migration in and out of the
region, settling individuals alien to the regiorpdving the non-Kurdish inhabitants of work, and
correcting nationality.

* Initiate independent and unbiased investigatiorallondividuals, including Kurdish security forges
allegedly responsible for carrying out killingsatiags, and torture against members of minority
communities.

» Pressure the Kurdistan Democratic Party to ceastoehl fraud in the Iragi Kurdistan Region and
disputed territories. Invite and allow foreign oh&s to monitor the election process in the aasayell
as count the votes.

» Look into the establishment of an area where imhige minority communities can prosper, progress
and protect themselves within the framework of ieahand free Irag.

To the United States, Coalition Countries and thadd Nations:

» Urge the government of Iragq and the Kurdistan RegliGovernment to investigate allegations of
human rights abuses of minorities by Kurdish andbfofficials.

* Assist relevant Iragi parties to reach the necgssamnpromises in Nineveh, primarily by: a) pressing
the Iragi government to reintegrate certain membetke Baath party and the insurgency in localieiv
and security institutions; b) pressuring localedlthat rely heavily on the U.S., notably tribatts, to
promote a power- and security-sharing agreemeudtcaimsisting on the necessary protection of the
diverse indigenous ethnic groups.

» Seriously consider adding U.S. military officersti@b and Kurdish patrols as a transitional
confidence-building measure to improve communicatamordination and cooperation.

» Emphasise to the Kurdistan Regional Governmenn#tgg to remedy the injustices caused by the it's
practices in altering the demographic characteedfin regions by intimidating and threateningsého
who oppose them, causing them to flee their platessidence, forcing migration in and out of the
region, settling individuals alien to the regiorpdving the non-Kurdish inhabitants of work, and
correcting nationality.

» Emphasise to the Iragi government the need foomtlgh and independent inquiry into the September-
November 2008, and November 2009-February 201ihdsl of Assyrians in Mosul, as well as
independent and unbiased investigations of alviddals, including Kurdish security forces, alletyed
responsible for carrying out killings, beatingsgaarture against members of minority communities.



» Do not cooperate with the Kurdish Regional Govermninumtil the Kurdish authorities stop the
suppression of other indigenous Iragi communidé@sndon claims to lands inhabited mainly by non-
Kurds, and abandon the use of militias, intimidatmnd violence.

» Encourage the establishment of an area where indigeminority communities can prosper, progress
and protect themselves within the framework of iednand free Irag.

To UNAMI and International Human Rights, Humaniéariand Aid Organisations:

* Complete the institution of offices in the disputetitories, such as Kirkuk, Mosul, the Nineveh
Plains, Tell-Afar, Tuz Khurmatu and Diyala, andd® them with sufficient staff and experts.

« Initiate regular fact-finding missions independehthe Iragi Government and Kurdistan Regional
Government to discover what is really happeningniioority communities on the ground.

» Cease employing minders, guides or translatordha links to the governments and ruling parties
and ensure that all guides or translators emplbgéohg to the same community as that being resedrch
Otherwise informants will be too scared to provédeurate statements regarding abuses against them.

* Offer to act as foreign observers to monitor tleebn process in the Iraqi Kurdistan Region and
disputed territories, as well as count the votes.



APPENDIX I:

The Algosh Sub-District of the Tell-Kayf District and its Sub-Divisions, with a note on the
ethnicities of their inhabitants:

Sub- Name Ethnicity
Division

1. Makanan Assyrian, uninhabited

2. Small Hattarah Yazdi

3. Babirah Arab, originally Assyrian (name derivednfré\ssyrian
Beth-‘Bira)

4. Dayr-Stun Collective Yazidi, Arab and Assyrian (rederived from a ruined
monastery)

5. North Khoshaba Yazidi, originally Assyrian (nameided from an Assyrian




personal name meaning Sunday)

6. South Khoshaba Yazidi, originally Assyrian (nameksl from an Assyrian
personal name meaning Sunday)

7. Nufayriah Arab

8. Kalatah Arab

9. Khorazan Yazidi, originally also Assyrian

10. Jarrahiyah Yazidi and Assyrian

11. ‘Anzah Arab, now underwater

12. al-Sharafiyah Exemplary | Assyrian, originally also Yazidi

Village

13. Dayr al-Sayyidah Assyrian

14. Bahindawayah Assyrian, originally also Yazidi, nalso some Kurds

15. Badriyah Collective Arab, originally Assyrian

16. Dashgotan Assyrian

17. Nissairiyah Yazidi and Assyrian

18. Karanjok Assyrian

19. ‘Ayn-Bagrah Assyrian

20. Pirozawah Assyrian

21. Garmawah Assyrian

22. Hindiyah Yazidi

23. Sindanak Yazidi

24. Big Dahkan Yazidi

25. ‘Ayn-Halwah Assyrian, Yazidi and Arab

26. Bozan Yazidi, originally Assyrian (name derivedrfrehe Assyrian
Bozaye)

27. Karsaf Yazidi, originally also Assyrian (still honb@ an ancient

church called Beth-Mariam)




28. Karki/Karkah Yazidi

29. Ronik Yazidi, now underwater

30. Karkhosh Yazidi

31. Jakan Yazidi, now underwater

32. Mushayrifah Arab, now underwater

33. Dayr-Halah Arab, originally Assyrian (named afteuaed monastery),
now underwater

34. Gabara Yazidi, originally Assyrian (its name isAgsyrian origin)

35. Taftiyan Yazidi, originally also Assyrian

36. Beboz Yazidi, originally Assyrian (name is deriviedm the
Assyrian Beth-Boze)

37. Qasronah Assyrian and Yazidi, also some Arabs

38. Bagaq Yazidi, Assyrian, Arab and Kurdish (name\aetifrom the
Assyrian Beth-Qaga)

39. Khirbat-Salih Arab and Assyrian, now underwater

40. Karanah Yazidi

41. Bawirsan Yazidi

42. Khirbat-*Amiri Arab

43. Little Dahkan Yazidi

44, Beban Yazidi, originally Assyrian (name is deriveaim the
Assyrian Beth-Bane)

45. Shekhkah Collective Yazidi and Kurdish

46. Rokhsanah Yazidi and Arab

47. North Sireshkan Yazidi

48. East Sireshkan Yazidi

49. South Sireshkan Yazidi

50. Doghan Yazidi




51. West Doghan Yazidi

52. East Doghan Yazidi

53. South Doghan Yazidi

54. Southern Greater Hattaral  Yazidi, originally Asagr{(name derived from Khattara)

55. Western Greater Hattarah Yazidi, ditto

56. Central Greater Hattarah Yazidi, ditto

57. Eastern Greater Hattarah Yazidi, ditto

58. Northern Greater Hattarah|  Yazidi, ditto

59. Jarghan Shabak

60. Upper Piyoz Assyrian, uninhabited

61. Lower Piyoz Yazidi, originally Assyrian

62. East Algosh Assyrian

63. North Algosh Assyrian

64. North-West Algosh Assyrian

65. Central Algosh Assyrian

66. West Algosh Assyrian

67. South Algosh Assyrian

68. Algosh Town Assyrian

69. Little Dahkan Mountain Yazidi

70. Big Dahkan and Yazidi and Assyrian
Bahindawaya Mountain

71. Algosh Mountain and Dayn Assyrian
Rabban Hormizd

72. Bozan Mountain Yazidi, originally Assyrian

73. Upper Piyoz Mountain Assyrian, uninhabited

Notes:




Out of the 73 sub-divisions of the Alqosh Sub-Déstroughly 17 are inhabited exclusively by Asayis,

12 shared by Assyrians and Yazidis, 29 mostly byitfia (13 of these were historically Assyrian, aa ¢
be gleaned from their name derivation), eight bgh%r(three of these also bear Assyrian namesyaix
mixed and include members of various ethnic grqthpmugh two have clearly Assyrian names), and one
is inhabited by Shabak. Six sub-divisions are utidemwaters of the Mosul Dam. Ethnic Kurds hereaare
minority and are only found in three of the subiglons.

In other words Assyrians exclusively inhabit 23%lw Sub-District and Yazidis 40%. A further 17% is
shared by Assyrians and Yazidis, 8% more by mae tivo ethnic groups. Arabs also count for 8% and
Shabak for 1%. In addition to the 40% of the suirdit inhabited in whole or partially by Assyriares
further 25% possess hames of Assyrian derivation.



APPENDIX II:

The al-Hamdaniyah District, its Sub-Districts and teir Sub-Divisions, with a note on the
ethnicities of their inhabitants:

Bartillah (Baritleh) Sub-District (coloured pink on the map)

Sub- Name Ethnicity
Division




1. al-Shamsiyat Turkmen, name derived from Arabic

2. Jilu Khan (A) Shabak, name derived from Turkish Asdyrian

3. Jilu Khan (B) Shabak, ditto

4, Jilu Khan (C) Shabak, ditto

5. Khuwaytlah (A) Shabak, name derived from Arabic

6. Khuwaytlah (B) Shabak, ditto

7. Almalik (A) Shabak, name derived from Turkish

8. Almalik (B) Shabak, ditto

9. Toprak Ziyarah Shabak, name derived from Turkish

10. ‘Ali Rash Shabak, name derived from Kurdish

11. Yangijah Shabak, name derived from Turkish Yenice

12. Manarat Shabak (A) Shabak, name derived from Arabic

13. Manarat Shabak (B) Shabak, ditto

14. Tahrawah Shabak, name derived from Persian

15. Bashbitha (A) Shabak, originally Assyrian (namewst from Beth-
Shupitha)

16. Bashbitha (B) Shabak, ditto

17. Khirbat Tappah (B) Shabak, name derived from Persial ukish

18. Khirbah Tappah (B) Shabak, ditto

19. Central Bartillah Assyrian

20. Western Bartillah Assyrian

21. Southern Bartillah Assyrian

22. Eastern Bartillah Assyrian

23. Basakhrah (A) Shabak, originally Assyrian (nameweer from Beth-
Sakhraye)

24. Basakhrah (B) Shabak, ditto




25. ‘Ayn al-Saghirah Mountain,  Arab
26. Bazgirtan Shabak, originally Assyrian (name derifreth Beth-
Zqirta)
27. Shaqoli Shabak, name derived from Persian Shah-Qoli
Notes:

Out of the 27 sub-divisions of the Bartillah (Bhsiit) Sub-District, roughly four are inhabited e)suely
by Assyrians, 21 mostly by Shabak (five of theseanwstorically Assyrian, as can be gleaned froeirth
name derivation), one by Arabs, and one is inhdtbte Turkmen. Ethnic Kurds are nowhere to be found

here.

In other words Assyrians exclusively inhabit 15%he Sub-District, Shabak 77%, and Arabs and
Turkmen each count for 4%. In addition to the 16fhe sub-district inhabited wholly by Assyriaas,

further 19% possess names of Assyrian derivationaare originally Assyrian settlements.

Qaraqosh (Bakhdida) Sub-District (coloured green orthe map)

Sub- Name Ethnicity
Division
1. Qiz Fakhrah (A) Turkmen
2. Qiz Fakhrah (B) Turkmen
3. Qarah Qoyunli Turkmen
4. East Qarah Qoyunli (A) Turkmen
5. Qarah Qoyunli Town Turkmen and Arab
6. West Qarah Qoyunli Turkmen and Arab
7. East Qarah Qoyunli (B) Turkmen
8. Zangubah Arab
9. Yarghanti (A) Arab
10. Yarghanti (B) Arab




11. Qarah Tappah ‘Arab (A) Arab and Shabak

12. Qarah Tappah ‘Arab (B) Arab and Turkmen

13. al-Tawahinah (A) Shabak, name derived from Arabic
14. al-Tawahinah (B) Shabak, ditto

15. Chagmaqg Gumrkhanah Assyrian, name derived fromiSturk
16. Tall al-Siwan Assyrian, name derived from Arabic
17. Khirbat Zakariya Assyrian, name derived from Arabic
18. Tabayathah Assyrian

19. Naqurtayah Assyrian

20. Tilulyathah Assyrian

21. Qaraqosh (Bakhdida) Town Assyrian

22. Zawitah Assyrian

23. Mar Quryaquz Assyrian

24. Tariq al-Khidhr Assyrian, name derived from Arabic
25. Tariq al-Sallamiyah Assyrian, name derived froml#ca
26. Wadi al-Jubah Assyrian, name derived from Arabic
27. Chemikyatha Assyrian

28. West Karimlish Assyrian

29. North Karimlish Assyrian

30. Karimlish Town Assyrian

31. South Karimlish Assyrian

32. East Karimlish Assyrian

33. Bazido Assyrian

34. ‘Agirwah Assyrian

35. Shaykh Ahmad Assyrian, name derived from Arabic




36. Kaberli Shabak and Kaka'i, name derived from Turkis

37. Big Badanah Shabak, originally Assyrian (name cketiirom Beth-
Daniel)

38. Little Badanah Shabak, ditto

39. Karah Kan Kaka'i

40. Zahrah Khatun Shabak, originally Assyrian (possesss of St. Sarah’s
convent)

41. South Shaykh Amir Shabak

42. Hasan Shami Arab

43. North Shaykh Amir Shabak

44, Tarjillah Shabak, originally Assyrian (name derivieaim Targilla)

45, Sayfdinan Arab, name derived from Kurdish

46. Qasrok Kurd

47. Turkmaz (A) Arab, name derived from Turkish

48. Turkmaz (B) Arab, ditto

49, Big Aghach Qal'ah Arab, name derived from Turkish

50. Gawilan Arab and Kurd

51. Little Aghach Qal’'ah Arab, name derived from Tgtki

52. Bahrah Arab

53. Mangubah al-Khazir Arab

54. Tall Aswad Arab

55. Chammah Kor Arab, name derived from Kurdish

56. Zangal Kaka'i

57. Tall al-Liban Kaka'i, name derived from Arabic

Notes:




Out of the 57 sub-divisions of the Qaraqosh (BatapiSub-District, roughly 21 are inhabited exclegiv
by Assyrians, eight mostly by Shabak (four of thesee historically Assyrian, as can be gleaned from
their name derivation), 13 by Arabs, five by Turkmewo by Kaka'is, one by Kurds. The other sub-
divisions are mixed and include Shabak, Turkmemab&rand Kurds. Ethnic Kurds here are a minority
and are only found in three of the sub-divisions.

In other words Assyrians exclusively inhabit 37%lw Sub-District, Arabs 23%, Shabak 14%, Turkmen
9%, Kakai's 5% and Kurds 2%. A further 10% is skldog Shabak, Turkmen, Arabs and Kurds. In
addition to the 37% of the sub-district inhabiteldolly by Assyrians, a further 7% possess names of
Assyrian derivation and were originally Assyriattlgenents.

al-Namrud (al-Khidhr) Sub-District (coloured orange on the map)

Sub- Name Ethnicity
Division
1. Hawi Aslan Arab, name derived from Turkish
2. Bashtitmaz Turkmen
3. al-Sallamiyah (B) Turkmen, name derived from Arabic

4, al-Sallamiyah (A) Turkmen, ditto

5. ‘Umarkan Turkmen, name derived from Kurdish

6. Kahriz Arab

7. Balawat Shabak and Arab, originally Assyrian (nategved from Beth-
‘lawatha, also possesses ancient Assyrian ruins)

8. Qarah Shor Shabak, name derived from Turkish

9. Judaydat Hala Arab

10. Kharabat Sultan Turkmen and Shabak, name derivoead Arabic

11. Qara-Qashah Turkmen and Shabak, originally Assyriame derived from

Turkish meaning Black Priest)

12. Wardak Kaka'i

13. Abzakh Kaka'i

14. Qaryat Yatagh Turkmen, name derived from Arabic




15. al-Hamra’ Arab

16. Shanaf Arab

17. Little Basatli Arab, originally Assyrian (name dezd from Beth-Satlaye)
18. Big Basatli Arab, ditto

19. al-Khidhr Arab, Shabak and Assyrian (location ofEBthnam’s Monastery)
20. Tall ‘Agub Arab

21. al-Nayifah (A) Arab

22. al-Nayifah (B) Arab

23. al-Namrud Arab, location of ancient Assyrian Impédapital Kalhu (ruins)
24. al-Haftiyat Arab

25. Khuwaytlah al-Hisan| Arab

26. al-Zaybaniyah Arab

27. al-Sayyid Hamad Arab

28. al-Jaraf Arab

29. al-Khurtah Arab

30. al-Shuruq Arab

31. al-Jayif Arab

32. al-Maknhlat Arab

33. Kubaybah Arab

34. al-‘Adlah Arab

35. ‘Abbas al-Jubb (A) Arab

36. ‘Abbas al-Jubb (B) Arab

37. ‘Abbas al-Jubb (C) Arab

38. Kani Harami Arab, name derived from Kurdish

39. al-Yajur Arab




40. Qaharah Arab

41. Big Kahnish Arab

42. Little Kahnish Arab

43. ‘Umar Hamdan Arab

44. Tall Hamid Arab
Notes:

Out of the 44 sub-divisions of the al-Namrud (aliddir) Sub-District, roughly 32 are inhabited
exclusively by Arabs, five by Turkmen, two by Kalsa'one by Shabak. The rest are mixed and include
Shabak, Turkmen and Arabs. The Sub-District cesdti€hidhr is home to Arabs, Shabaks and Assyrians.
Six of the sub-divisions were historically Assyria@s can be gleaned from their name derivationmsi&t

Kurds are nowhere to be found here.

In other words Arabs exclusively inhabit 73% of 8gh-District, Turkmen 11%, Kaka'is 5% and Shabak
2%. A further 9% is shared by the various ethnaugs, including Assyrians. Furthermore, 14% of the
sub-divisions were originally Assyrian settlemegtsli possess names of Assyrian derivation.

Aski Kalak (Khabat) Sub-District (coloured yellow on the map)

Sub- Name Ethnicity
Division
1. Aski Kalak (Khabat) Kurd (originally Yazidi and Agsan), name derived from
Turkish Eski Kelek
2. Kafrah Sor Kurd, name derived from Assyrigpar-Ashor
3. al-Bashar Kurd, name derived from Arabic

Notes:




This sub-district has been governed by the KRGesir891 since its inhabitants are mostly Kurds. A
small minority belong to ethnic groups such as Asss, Yazidis, etc. Most of the place names ase al
not of Kurdish derivation indicating relatively et Kurdish settlement in the area.
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METHODOLOGY

This report is based on a six-week fact-finding
mission in the northern Iragi cities of Arbil,
Kirkuk and Dohuk, the regions of Barwari-
Bala, Sapna, Simel, Zakho and Nahla, and the
towns or villages of Bakhdida (Qaraqosh),
Tall-Kepe (Tell-Kayf), Tisqopa (Tell-Isquf),
Batnaya, Beqopa (Bagofah), Algosh,
Ba’'shiga, Bahzani, Karimlish (Karemles),
Baritleh (Batrtillah), Sharafiyah,

Bahindawaya, ‘Ayn-Bagrah, Karanjok,
Dashqgotan, Pirozawah, ‘Ayn-Sifne, Shaglawa
and Diyana.

The fact-finding mission was conducted
between November and January 2010 to
investigate abuses against Assyrians in the
disputed territories of the Nineveh Plains and
in the Irag Kurdistan Region. For security
reasons the Assyria Council of Europe did not
visit the city of Mosul.

Assyria Council of Europe interviewed over
70 men and women of the Chaldo-Assyrian
community, both privately and in group
settings. Interviews were conducted mainly in
Syriac and Arabic, without a translator,
persons having been identified for interview
largely with the assistance of Iraqi
nongovernmental organizations serving
Assyrian groups. In addition, Assyria Council
of Europe conducted follow-up telephone
interviews and consulted official documents
provided by Assyrian representatives. All of
these interviewees were informed of the
purpose of the interview, its voluntary nature,
and the ways in which the data would be
collected and used, and verbally consented to
be interviewed. The names and other
identifying information of many of them have
been withheld in the interests of their personal
security.

The report also draws on meetings in Arbil
with senior Assyrian official and Iraqi
Parliament member Yonadam Yousif Kanna.
Assyria Council of Europe also interviewed
Nineveh Provincial Council elected
representative Jevara Zaia, who in the 2008
provincial elections won the Christian
minority quota seat.



Map 1: The Iragi Kurdistan Region and the Disputed Teritories Claimed by the

Kurdistan Regional Government
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Map 2: A close-up of the Iragi Kurdistan Region showng some of the places mentioned
in the text of this report
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THE STRUGGLE TO
EXIST

The purpose of this report is to give the factarding the situation of Assyrians in northern Ireugluding the
Iragi Kurdistan Region (IKR). It also outlines tkaurdistan Regional Government’s (KRG) policies todsa
Assyrians and other Christians of all denominati@sswell as other minorities in the region. Theoré also
outlines the reality of the Kurdistan Democraticrta KDP) leadership’s policies towards these gsoup
Additionally, it examines and responds to the seslip misleading report presented in December 200#16.
Bayan Sami Abdul Rahman, the KRG’s High Represemtdb the UK in retaliation to allegations of Kisd
involvement in the killing and displacement of MbBs\Christians, and lends its support to the Noven2009
report by Human Rights Watch on violence againstaniiy communities in Nineveh province’s disputed
territories.

Essentially at issue is the status of the Assyrianthe disputed territories immediately south loé tsemi-
autonomous IKR, as well as those Assyrians residiitigin the IKR. For nearly three decades previtrasi

governments attempted to “Arabise” northern Iragcibly driving out hundreds of thousands of noralds
such as Assyrians and Kurds from their homes attlihgeethnic Arabs in their place. Currently, #nSaddam
Hussein’s overthrow, the leadership of the KRGsissthat it is entitled to claim this land as pafran ever-
expanding Kurdish territory, stretching from thenj&r area near the Syrian border in the west allviiay to
Khanagin near the Iranian border to the southeast.

Vast segments of these disputed territories claitmgdhe Kurdish authorities are historical regiaisother
indigenous Iragi peoples. Kirkuk, for example istbrically Assyrian and Turkmen, Mosul is Assyriand
Arab, and the Nineveh Plains are home also to A@syr Yazidis, Shabak, Turkmen and Kaka'is. Turkraed
Arabs also predominate and outnumber Kurds in thehnof Diyala province. Furthermore, the Kurdish
presence in most of these territories is not an@ed the non-Kurdish communities dominate. It wdoobt be
practical to thus construct boundaries and regabnisg ethnic lines.

The KRG has also intensified its Kurdish natiortabsitiook since 2003, which through “Kurdification$
threatening the very existence and way of life asyrians indigenous to those areas presently utheér
control. The KRG authorities have been in powercein991, governing with semi-autonomy. They hold a
significant number of posts in the Iraqi state #mal Iragi constitution, grants the IKR powers altnegual to
those of the central government. This impedesttite’s functionality.

While both Kurd and Arab leaderships claim thepdigd territories,’” such as the Nineveh Plains iokik, the
actual facts on the ground differ from the ethricakclusive narratives they portray. These terg®are
historically one of Iraq’s most ethnically, lingtigally, culturally, and religiously diverse areasd for
centuries they have been home to indigenous Ass@fmistians, as well as Yazidis, Shabaks, Turkraed,
other minorities. The same is true for the IKR, ethis not only home to communities of indigenousyk&ns
and Yazidis, but also to considerable Turkmen, Amath Armenian communities.

Of course, Irag’s Kurds deserve to be compensaiethé atrocities committed against them by théover
Iragi governments, among them genocide and théadisment of hundreds of thousands of people. Bbisei
though should be considered separate from the Koudent struggle for political control over thesputed
territories, and does not justify one ethnic grooptrolling the area exclusively. All victims of &tam
Hussein’s Arabisation campaign should to be abketiarn to, and rebuild, their historic communities
including Assyrians. Kurds also should not clainelagivity of suffering, especially since, histofigaKurds
have been the victimisers of indigenous groupsnesserous than themselves, such as Assyrians aridi¥.a
In a sense nowadays, history is once again reghettapeating itself.



The competing efforts of Arabs and Kurds to resoher territorial disputes over northern Iraq'suie have
left the Assyrians, and other communities who tivere in an uncertain situation. It is they whaonodttely bear
the brunt of this conflict and come under growimggsure to declare their loyalty to either one sidéhe other,
or face the consequences. They are being victintigegtle heavy handed tactics of the Kurdish autiestinot
the least arbitrary arrest and detention, tortane, intimidation, directed at anyone resisting Ksind
expansionist plans. The Kurdish thrust into théardas also created an opportunity and reasoArfdy ultra-
nationalists and Sunni extremists to continuergllimembers of minority groups, especially non-Muslilt is

precisely this segment of society, the shade of geéng neither Arab nor Kurd, which is strugglitogexist in
the new Iraq.



|. Treatment of Assyrians in the “Iragi Kurdistan R egion”

To really understand what Kurdish authorities hiavetore for the ethnic communities of the Nineveh
Plains if they do annex the disputed territoriew must fully comprehend their current situation
within the IKR since 1991 and more specificallyeatthe 2003 regime-change when the ruling
Kurdish parties, no-longer fearing retribution ad8am, became more open with their nationalist
and exclusivist rhetoric. Part of Assyria CoundiEnirope’s fact-finding mission was to investigate
the actualities of Assyrian life in the IKR, angesially how they are treated under the KRG. The
plain fact of the matter is that the IKR is praalig a military dictatorship dominated by the KDP i
Dohuk and Arbil provinces (where Assyrians and Yazpredominate), controlled by peshmerga
forces, and closely scrutinised by Atsayishintelligence units which have centres in everyriamd
district centre and strike fear into the heartthose who oppose them. As was the norm under
Saddam, portraits of Mas’ud Barzani (or his latbéaMullah Mustafa) eerily smile from the walls of
every shop, restaurant, hotel and government ofiti¢e definitely not unusual to sé&ak Mas’'ud’s
image paired up with that of Iragi President an&Ré&hder Jalal Talabani, as well as large images of
KDP “heroes” such as Idris Barzani (Mas'ud’s brothed father of former KRG Prime Minister
Nechirvan) in prominent places. This is a cultufech is already slowly creeping into the Nineveh
Plians with Yazidi villages in the Shaykhan digtdesplaying large images of Mas’ud Barzani attthei
entrances.The KDP does not even attempt to hidathehat it is a front for the nepotism of the
Barzani dynasty and thus, in many respects, Kumdithis no different to Baath party rule under
Saddam.

Refuge for “Minorities™?

The IKR has naturally become a safe haven for I2fis of all ethnicities, religions and sects, sinc
violence has erupted everywhere else in the couAtgording to the International Organisation for
Migration 39% of the 83,333 IDP families that itshassessed in the IKR belong to religious or ethnic
minorities™** By 2006, the KRG had accommodated and ‘welcomsdhany as 50,000 individuals,
the majority of whom are not in camps but stay widhatives and acquaintances, or in pubic
buildings'** This ‘welcome’ means only that they are allowed frivilege of entering the region.
Muslim Arabs, if not belonging to tribes that haléances with the Kurds, are turned away even if
their lives are in danger. For all those that dteethough, residence permits are required andcethes
must be renewed periodically, causing IDPs to fi&el foreigners within the borders of their own

country**

Many Assyrians have nowhere else to go. They fkelltaq is their country, since they are so well-
integrated into the society, and they believe they belong there. One Assyrian IDP recounts,

“l am areal Iraqgi. | was born in Baghdad, registst in Kirkuk, my family is from Nabhla, | now live

in Tall-Kepe, I've worked for the past 10 yeardiil, and my parents are now in Syria waiting to
leave for the West... Where am | from? Where shdiud? Where can | go? | don’t want to leave my
country.”™**

141 |nternational Organisation for Migration, Dahuk Goweniate Profile August 2009, IDP and Returnee Assegsmen
http://www.iom-iraq.net/Library/idp_gov_profiles/20@évernorate%20Profiles%20-%20Dahuk.pdf.

142yN Assistance Mission for Irag, “Human Rights Reprduly — 31 August 2006,” p. 13.

143 The KRG persists to emphasise the distinct existehaeKurdistan’ separate to Irag, despite the faat it is in legal
reality an autonomous region that is part of IfHgjs is even done in school textbooks. Kurdistaerdily means “land of
the Kurds,” ignoring the fact that there still exigligenous communities of Assyrians that predatedih settlement in the
area. Assyria Council of Europe interviews with Assyi@mmunity leaders (names withheld), Dohuk and ABxécember
2009 and January 2010.

# Assyria Council of Europe interview with an Assyrian IDfame withheld) in Tall-Kepe, December 2009.



The several thousand Christian families estimagethe UN and international NGOs to have found
refuge in the IKR, are not foreigners. In realitgshof them are indigenous Assyrians and originate
from villages that have existed for thousands @irgeeven before the region was known as
Kurdistan, and have begun to return to these \@laghich they were forced to abandon due to
persecution by Kurds and Iraqgi government brutalitye International Medical Corps (IMC) reports
indicate that 3,800 families have moved to the aftipohuk, and according to International Relief
and Del\galopment, as of 30 September 2006, there approximately 7,502 Christian IDP families in
Dohuk:

These IDPs are officially considered outsiders, amed guests in Kurdistan, and are treated as such
by the general Kurdish populace. They are discreitt against because they do not speak Kurdish.
Many Kurds refuse to converse with them in Aralbiag’s official language, and will charge them
double or triple the price of anything they pureh@sthey make the transaction in Arabic. For the
same reason they are also discouraged from tenrtidugation in the IKR because much of the
instruction is conducted in Kurdish, and they ar&cpcally unhireable since they again do not speak
Kurdish. The general question presented to alheft is, “if you are originally from this region, or
wish to live here, why do you not speak Kurdisi?They ignore the fact that Assyrians have their
own language and identity. For many of the poobB#?d the price differences in the more affluent
IKR are staggering since they were used to loweeprin other parts of Iraq. Faced with this ethnic
and economic discrimination, and being unable tokvay study, indigenous Assyrian IDP families
are being forced out of Iragq completely and gives tore painful and difficult option of emigrating
to the West.

According to Ms. Abdul Rahman’s repoffThe KRG estimates that, to date, some 20,000 Ganis
families from Basra, Baghdad and Mosul have fousdfe haven in KRG administered governorates
of Dohuk and Erbil, and in the Ninevah (sic) pla{as well as many thousands who have moved to
Suleimaniah).*’ What is disturbing about this is that the KRG &ritiwithin its duty to enumerate
the exact number of Assyrian IDP families in tha@ieh Plains, along with those in the provinces of
Dohuk and Arbil (which are controlled by the KDHRjut not those in Suleimaniah (which is
controlled by the PUK). Here it is thus obviousttk®G should be replaced with KDP in the report.

The KRG (or more correctly, the KDP) provides sup@md financial assistance for 11,000 of these
IDP families to the sum of 40-50,000 Iraqi Dindes$ than USD$40) per family per month through
affiliated Assyrian Organisations such as the Hi@bmmission for Christian Affairs (HCCA)
established by Mr. Aghajan and the Christian Aidglam — Nohadra, Iraq (CAPNI), which is
aligned with the Assyrian Patriotic Party (APP) ettbof which are allied with the KDP, receive
special permission to operate by thsayish and deny Kurdish injustices against Assyrianshim
IKR. In 2008, online publication Ankawa.com repartbaat the Department of Christian Affairs in the
Kurdish Ministry of Finances, headed by Mr. Aghajanllected signatures from IDPs in favour of
the annexation of the Nineveh Plains to the IKRobehanding out monthly aid to them. Those who

did not sign were reportedly denied vital foodoas!*®

Some Assyrian IDPs are employed by the KRG, mastlylefending their churches, apartment
complexes and towns in the Nineveh Plain as thampiditary “Church Guards” loyal to the KRG and
KDP especially. These are also widely referredstéSargis’ guards”Hirasat Sarki$ in reference to

145 National Report on the Status of Human Developnrehaig 2008, p. 69; and UN Assistance Mission for,IFagman
Rights Report: 1 September — 31 October 2006,” p. 13

Assyria Council of Europe interviews with Assyriamuounity leaders and IDPs (names withheld), in Dohuk,
December 2009.
147 Kurdistan Regional Government: UK Representation, “Stagus of Christians in the Kurdistan Region imJt#.3.
148«pressures to annex northern Christian villagewtlistan,” AsiaNews, May 15, 2008, http://www.asiasgt/news-
en/Pressures-to-annex-northern-Christian-villagektrdistan-12264.html; See also Layla Yousif Rahetidardish guns
threaten to bring a new humanitarian catastroplagp minorities,” AsiaNews, November 11, 2009,
http://lwww.asianews.it/news-en/Kurdish-guns-threatenriogba-new-humanitarian-catastrophe-to-Iragi-minesit
16833.html.



Mr. Aghajan. Such jobs are demeaning and allowéocontinuation or acquisition of skills, reducing
the quality of potentially employable young Asswysaputting a great many of them in danger, and
adapting them to a lazy work ethic.

Left: Members of an Assyrian IDP family in Tisqopa;

Right: One of the “Church Guards” in the Assyrian village of Beqopa.

The assistance mentioned above though is not mdvid those that support independent Assyrian
political parties such as the ADM, and it is nokoown for it to be withdrawn, employees terminated
from their only source of income, and tenants wibkvhere else to go being evicted from the housing
initially offered to them — for the sole reasontttieey did not vote for the KDP-supported Ishtates|

or the Kurdistani coalition in the elections (asnti@ned above). These needy Assyrian IDP families
are thus being psychologically abused into relsotgly on the scant handouts provided to them by
the KDP, and thus are put at risk of being usedriter to cast votes in favour of it, in order to

continue receiving aid so that they don’'t completslarve. Indeed, all this is far from the sugar-
coated rhetoric found on the KRG official websigémd in the speeches of former Prime Minister
Nechirvan Barzani.

Certainly, the relative instability of the rest lohq has worked to the KRG’s benefit. The influx of
doctors, lecturers, lawyers, traders and businassfioeking to the IKR’s relative security may ke
be seen as a motive for the KRG to not just agtweikh for, but also contribute to the continuante
this situation in any way possible. The Babylon &t for Theology and Philosophy, the major
seminary of the Chaldean Catholic Church, was mdeesihkawa — adjacent to the Regional capital
of Arbil — not through the Church’s own funding,tlibat of Mr. Aghajan, i.e. the KRG, and more
specifically the KDP. It is unbelievable that a Kish political body would fund an Assyrian religgu
organisation out of the goodness of its own hédrey used the threat of violence in Baghdad as a
tool to bring this powerful intellectual instituticand think tank of the Chaldean Catholic Churdb in
its own sphere of influence. The same can be shittheonew Ephremite Seminary of the Syriac
Catholic Church built at Bakhdida, the newly essttdd seminary of the Ancient Church of the East
at Sharafiyah, and the new Patriarchates of théd€aa Catholic Church and Assyrian Church of the
East at Ankawa and Arbil (the latter costing tetliam dollars to build), as well as the restoratemmd

#$$



construction of numerous churches, chapels, mamesteonvents, orphanages, etc. — all funded by
the same source.

F

The new Seminary of the Ancient Church of the Easat Sharafiyah

Political Pepresentation of “Christians” and other Minorities

Of the 111 MPs in the IKR Parliament, five are resd for “Christians.” Since its very beginnings,
the Parliament has ensured representation of @msstin the July 2009 IKR parliamentary elections,
and as stipulated in the IKR election law, 11 duhe 111 seats were reserved for “minorities”vefi

for “Chaldean, Syriac and Assyrian” parties, figg Turkmen parties, and one for an Armenian. By
denying the Assyrians a unified ethnic designatam] instead breaking them up into 3 entities, as
well as putting them on par with Turkmen and Armaenminorities in the region, the KRG also
denies them the recognition of being an indigergresip. Neither do the Turkmen in the IKR have
the same geographical spread as the Assyrianglonitie Armenians even have enough numbers for a
seat in parliament.

The information provided in the KRG report regaglithe 2009 election law is confusingly
contradicting... in 2009 the Kurdistan Parliament amended thieviincial councils election law by
adopting guaranteed seats for minorities. In Dolgokernorate, three council seats are reserved for
the Assyrian Chaldeans, and one for the Armenian€&rbil, two are reserved for Christians and
three for the Turkmen; and in Suleimaniah one Eeagserved for Christians'*® It is also interesting

to note that the KRG chooses to call the Assyr@r3ohuk ‘Assyrian Chaldeans,’ but those in Arbil
and Suleimaniah ‘Christians.” By denying the Asags their ethnic designation the KRG also denies
them the recognition of being an indigenous greegmsate to the Kurds. According to one concerned

149 Kurdistan Regional Government: UK Representation, “Stedus of Christians in the Kurdistan Region imgJtg. 5.
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Assyrian in the region, “They are diluting our wakality with our religion. There are already some
8,000 Kurds that have converted to Protestant @dmisy in Suleimaniah. If in the future they
increase our seats in the parliament and provirmahcils will be lost to them one by one since,
legally they are Christians and the seats are fois@ans — not indigenous Assyrians’Although
quite idealistic in its outlook, the KRG and itsriRanent does anything but ensure inclusiveness and
fair representation.

Ensuring government representation for AssyriamsChristians,” at the highest levels is not the
prerogative of the main ruling political partiestive IKR (i.e. the KDP and the PUK). This is thghti

of an indigenous people living on its own land, agbrivilege to bestowed upon them from the top
down by those more powerful. It is also not incor® concede that any Assyrian who is a member
of, or supports a party that belongs to a diffeeghtic group, will first owe his allegiance to Ipiarty
and would not be as helpful to his people as alydesthat is a member of an independent Assyrian
party. Indeed, one may question how Kurds wouldehaacted to one of their number being a
member of the Iraqgi Baath party under the previegime.

Assyrian members of the KDP appointed to key gavemt positions include the current Minister for
Transport and Communications, Anwar Jabali Sab®RG Finance and Economy Minister for 10
years (1999 to October 2009), and Deputy Prime $##ni(2004 to 2006), Sargis Aghajan Mamendu;
the Deputy Governor of Dohuk, Mr. Georgis Shlemfammer Regional Minister with responsibility
for civil society affairs, George Yousif Mansoumdaformer Governor of Arbil, the late Franso
Hariri. In addition Nimrud Baito, the former Mingst for Tourism (2006 to 2009) and leader of the
APP, would not have made it into the KRG parliamiérte had not entered his Party under the
Kurdistani slate in the 2005 elections.

The KRG (in reality the KDP) is also making effortsrecruit from minorities into the police,
intelligence and security forces, not only withis boundaries, but also as far as Mosul, Kirkuk and
beyond (including in the Diaspora). Often thesepteare working solely for the benefit and goals of
the KDP and are actually doing harm to their ovwmigt groups, as well as damaging their future
within a united and free Iraq.

Recognition of the KRG's “Support for Christians”

The reasons why the KRG has been recognised fpptsting Christians” by Christian patriarchs
and leaders of different denominations includeftfiewing: often their knowledge regarding what is
actually occurring on the ground is superficiabast; religious leaders in this under-developed and
neglected part of the country are being offered &asunts of financial support, the likes of which
they have never received before; and they arenatdivated by the fear of retribution by Kurdish
security forces if they spoke the truth regardifmatis really happening to them. Mr. Aghajan,
himself an ethnic Assyrian, has thus been decosseedral times for his “work for Christians.” In

fact when Mr. Aghajan was Finance Minister, alllseéforts were fully funded by the KRG under the
instructions of Prime Minister Nechirvan Barzahi- which leads one to wonder why Nechirvan was
not the one receiving all the decorations fromiBaths instead of Aghajan. The ultimate result of
this work, in reality an investment by the KRG issirian areas, is their planned annexation by the
IKR.

Land Disputes

#3 Assyria Council of Europe interviews with Assyriamuounity leader (names withheld), Arbil, January @01

%1 Human Rights Watch interview with Karim Sinjari, KRGrisiter of the interior, Arbil, February 25, 2009.ded in
“On Vulnerable Ground,” p. 26; see also KurdistaniBeg Government: UK Representation, “The Statustoigiians in
the Kurdistan Region in Iraqg,” p. 8.
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The origins of land disputes between Assyrianskundls are not only the Arabisation policies of the
Baath and earlier regimes, as the KRG claims. Rdftlieehas always been a bone of contention
between them as Kurds have gradually bled Assyitanghe ground over the centuries, not the least
in Irag, and used every opportunity to seize thidliges and lands through massacre, systematic
killings and intimidation. Often indigenous Assyrieommunities have been driven out due to
Kurdish violence and return only to finding Kurd&ng in their homes or benefitting from their land
years later. This has been the case during theisturdvolt of the 1960s, the Simel massacre of 1933
the First World War and even much earlier. It wag310 that Assyrians were massacred and forced
out of the citadel of Arbil by Kurds and Mongol oqss, and the city’s Christian governor execufd.
Now it is the capital of the KRG and above it flut an enormous Kurdish flag. Thus the myth of
peaceful co-existence between Kurds and Assyrsaakearly just that.

The citadel of Arbil, which in 1310 was lost by Asgians to Kurdish invaders.

The KRG has never officially had a policy of takilagds or properties of Christians, and at least in
writing believes that land disputes between indigld must be resolved through the courts of law.
Though, at the same time, the KRG makes it mofedif for Assyrians that have lost their land to
reobtain it — examples of such cases abound itkiReThe ADM is the only Assyrian political
organisation that claims the rights of Assyrianthir lost or stolen property. Its Zakho branch
reported on October 28, 2009, that at least 17doB@imgequivalent to approximately 4,437.5
hectares) had been illegally taken from eight Assyvillages in the region in 1980 and 1991, ad wel
as four villages and their lands in their entiretgll up amounting to 10,000 hectares in tGtal.

152E A. Wallis Budge;The Monks of Kublai Khan, Emperor of Chiflaondon, 1928), pp. 261-302; David Wilmshurst,
The Ecclesiastical Organisation of the Church &f Bast: 1318-1913Louvain, 2000), pp. 18, 169, and Christoph Bayme
The Church of the East: an illustrated history sbgrian Christianity(London, 2006), p.232.

153 Report of Mr. Ya'qub Giwargis, Assyrian Democratioment, Zakho Branch, October 28, 2009, copy obtbimd

on file with Assyria Council of Europe.
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The ADM branch in Inishk also reported agricultueald, orchards, springs and other water supplies
illegally appropriated from eight Assyrian villagiesthe surrounding Sapna district in 1965, 197@ an
1988, but mostly between 1990 and 1992, by Kums fneighbouring villages — including 1.25
hectares from the village of Benatha and 312.54anestfrom Inishk itself. The worst case by far is
Hamziyah, which was settled by Kurdish refugeemftbe Nerwa region bordering Turkey in 1991.
They have built their houses on the village’'s Graiscemetery and have taken full control of its
agricultural land, water supply and orchards, m@elti harassing the Assyrians that have returned
since 2003. They refuse to leave unless they adecompensation (roughly $20,000 each family).
The Kurdish authorities, despite promising to remthe Kurdish squatters after continuous
complaint from the Assyrian returnees, have regdnillt them a Kurdish school and a new mosque —
sealing the fate of the village and permanentlyigivay its demography’
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The new mosque (left) and Kurdish school (right) bilt by the KRG for the Kurdish squatters in the
Assyrian village of Hamziyah.

Also of particular note are the regions of ‘Agralaastern Nahla, where there were once between 15
and 20 Assyrian settlements, and whose originaldeba Catholic inhabitants fled to Mosul because
of Kurdish brutality in the 1960s. Those who hatterapted to return to their original villages since
2003 have been barred from this and instead heaa foeced to create artificial new settlements at
Banasora (in the plain south of ‘Aqra) and Rumeatifie mountains north of Dohuk), as well as settle
for residing in the mixed Azadi collective town néagra’s town centre. Furthermore, theukhtars
(village leaders) of Cham-Rabatke, Hizane, Khatil&mshkawa in the western Nahla region (which
consists of seven villages still populated exclelsivoy Assyrians), have also reported lands illggal
expropriated from their villages by Kurds sincesady as 1979, but also in 1994 and 1997, and have
petitioned both the Iragi central government andXfar their return since 2003

The Assyrian village of Lower Chagala in the Bariviala district is a case where Kurds from
neighbouring Bireefka, including high ranking KDRmbers claiming to represent the KRG, have
blocked attempts by its inhabitants to rebuildrtheimes and tend their orchards since 2000. In the
old village school, with no access water, eledfyior roads, four lonely old men hold the fort,
changing the guard with four others every 15 daeir irrigation hoses have continuously been cut,
their wells refilled and their liquor shop and loarthe main road constantly ravaged and looted in
order to harass them into leaving. Even the villsige, in Arabic, has been defaced and damaged,
lying in the knee-high grass to the side of thermmaad*®

154 Report of Assyrian Democratic Movement, Sapna Branondated, copy obtained and on file with Assyrian@il of
Europe; and Assyria Council of Europe interview willagers (hames withheld) at Hamziyah, December 2009

155 Three letters of complaint from thesmikhtars undated, copy obtained and on file with Assyriau@il of Europe.
# Assyria Council of Europe interviews with communigatiers (names withheld) at ‘Ayn, Nune, Dure and @lzadn
December 2009.
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Left: Two Assyrians from Lower Chaqgala warm themselvesya fire outside their makeshift bar;
Right: Lower Chaqgala’s vandalised and damaged village sig

The KRG authorities have only served to strengtherKurdish presence in Assyrian villages that
Saddam had turned into collective towns during&hfal campaign. A case in point is Birsive, where
500 Kurdish families from 20 villages in the mountawere settled, and who since 1991 have refused
to return to their original homes. Birsive has nm®zome a municipality with a large Kurdish
infrastructure, a mosque, and a sumptuous new kqhating the local Assyrian school (also
government-owned) to shame. Houses have also halewoi Church land in the centre of the village,
for families of Kurdish “martyrs,” who died servittige KDP. Kurdish authorities have also allowed
three Kurdish families from nearby Kani-Gulan tonggn in the Assyrian village of Bahindawaya,

west of Alqosh, despite evicting all the Arab faeslthat had been settled there through the
Arabisation policies of the previous regime.

Left: The Syriac, Arabic and Kurdish village sign of Biisive. Crudely covered with Kurdish election
campaign posters;_Right:The main irrigation channel supplying water the fields and mills of Birsive, now
illegally dried up by Kurdish villages upstream.
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Above left: The run-down Syriac school at Birsive, complete wh Kurdish signs and flag; Above right:
The sumptuous new Kurdish school at Birsive; Beloveft: Houses for families of Kurdish martyrs in
Birsive; Below right: The Mosque of Birsive.

Often the KRG itself has confiscated Assyrian latodsuild government offices and housing for
officials and employees, as well as business vestuyaroviding the landowners with terribly little o
no compensation — as has been the case in Doheikghi, Dream City and Istikbal complexes built
on 17.5 hectares belonging to the family of Hanedd}, Ankawa (Erbil International Airport),
Sarsing (Azadi collective town built on their laraf)d ‘Ayn-Nune'®>’ They have often used the
excuse that this had already been done before i@Shddam’s regime and that it was impossible to
return the lands since they had become governmenKRG) property by default.

The same process is occurring in the Nineveh Ptaina of Baritleh, once wholly Assyrian, but
where they now comprise only 60% of the populati®imabaks granted land confiscated from
Assyrian farmers under the Baath regime are nousieg) to return to their own villages and are
demanding the establishment of their own placegahip, changing the area’s demography. In
addition, the Kurdish-controlled local administeatiis forbidding Assyrians from building on their
own plots of land, neither is it responding to €dtbm Assyrians to have their confiscated lands
returned to them (as the Kurds are currently doingirkuk). This is also happening on a smaller
scale in Bakhdida and Karimlish.

# Assyria Council of Europe interviews Assyrians (namvébheld) at Dohuk, ‘Ayn-Nune and Arbil, December 2G0®i
January 2010.
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Left: Azadi collective town, built on land confiscatedrfom the Assyrians of Sarsing;_Right:The KDP
office in ‘Ayn-Nune (Kurdish: Kani-Masi), built on land illegally confiscated from a localAssyrian. The
building in the background flying the Kurdish flag is the village school, which teaches only in Kurdis

M
R

Disenfranchised, an Assyrian in Baritleh displayste title deeds to his land, which local authoritieslo not
permit him to build on.

It only stands to reason why Mr Nimrud Baito, teader of the APP and the KRG’s Tourism
Minister from 2006 to October 2009, has continugurssisted that;... not even one metre has been
taken by force by the KRG As previously noted, he would not have made i the KRG
parliament if he had not entered his party underdardistani slate in the 2005 elections. Quite
interesting is his mention in a 2006 interview wdlinda magazine of the return of the village of
Peshabur (also known as Fishkhabor) — since the KR@I refusing to demolish a mosque built
illegally on the villagers’ land, and the Kurdidadg and security forces dominate this purely Assyri

158 |nterview with Zinda Magazine, November 20, 2006.
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village. It is also the case of Peshabur whictagatecedent for other Kurdish squatters on Assyrian
lands who now demand a sum of $20,000 per familytfeir removal — which most Assyrians cannot
afford.

F .

Left: A Kurdish military checkpoint inside Peshabur;
Right: Left alone, the mosque on the outskirts of Peshabu

Reconstructing Churches and Villages

Since 1991, the KRG has overseen the rebuildingemalvation of over 20 churches in the IKR —
often resulting in a partial or complete loss @& buildings’ historical character and detachingrthe
completely from their context as structures pravigevidence of a continuous Assyrian presence. As
a result, these churches also include dedicatayugls honouring the KRG and its leaders, making
them tools in the artificial “Kurdistani” nation-bding process.

Left: Our Lady Guardian of Plants Chaldean Catholic Church in Peshabur, completely detached from its
historical context; Right: St. George’s Ancient Church of the East at Sharafah.
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Signs in Kurdish, Syriac and Arabic glorifying Nechirvan Barzani, Mas'ud Barzani and Sargis Aghajan
for building and restoring churches at Bishmiyaye 2001), Shaglawa (2006), Peshabur (2007), and
Karimlish (2009)
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Left: The modern facade of the medieval St. Shmuni SygaOrthodox Church in Baritleh; Right: All that
remains of the sixth century Syriac Orthodox churchof St. George at Bakhdida, with its thirteenth
century fresco — the only one of its kind in Iragq.The rest of it was ruined to build a new structurewith
KRG money. The silhouette of the gigantic new belfris also visible.

e

b

KRG-built water tanks at Dure (left), and Bishmiyaye (right) painted with Kurdish flags.

Left: The new KRG-built water-tank in Hazarjot; Right: A foundation stone, inscribed in Kurdish, at St.
Shmuni Chaldean Catholic Church and cemetery, Mangsh.
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The KRG has also overseen the reconstruction oé rii@n over 100 destroyed Assyrian and villages
as well as the few Armenian villages in the regioternational NGOs with assistance from
international governments, as well as the AAS aA®EI, began this work in the 1990s, and later the
KRG continued it under the UN oil-for-food programmnd through the High Committee for
Christian Affairs (HCCA). The HCCA, under Mr. Am@oga in Zakho, is also responsible for
illegally using money promised to build houses@bwristians to fund new luxurious villas for Kurdish
Aghas in the region, in return for their protectitMr. Goga has also built a private school in Bedar
with mostly Assyrian students, where the core-cufdm is taught in Kurdish, and the exterior walls
gaudily decorated with Kurdish flags. Also, in kegpwith its nationalist policies for Kurdification

of the region, the KRG makes a clear point of pagnthe Kurdish flag on water tanks it provides
purely Assyrian villages, as is the case in DuishBiyaye and Hazarjot. Whilst in theory the KRG
believes that everyone in the IKR is entitled tinne to their traditional communities and ruralase
and that villages should be maintained and supggittes often the non-Kurds who suffer
discrimination and other difficulties.

Homes by Aghajan. A worried Assyrian man in Shiyozoints to the cracks in the walls of his foundation
less, and shoddily built house.

Faced with the large influx of Assyrian IDPs sir93 seeking security and stability, and returning
to their ancestral villages and homes in the IKR, KRG has provided them with new homes,
churches and community halls. These new propertgldpments are helping to temporarily alleviate
the problem, but the long term problems which péathe foreseeable future are disastrous for the
Assyrians. These houses are hastily built with pheaterials, often with poor foundations, leading
them to develop severe structural damage and craaks costing about a third of the $45,000
allocated to build each one. It is even estimateati tnany of these will collapse entirely withingar
years of being built. Even many of the churchesaitt cheaply with their paint fading and peeling,
their roof tiles going from red to green, and manvkll panels and floor tiles cracking and
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dislodging. The blame may be partially laid uposarapulous contractors, but this is not the issue a
hand. If the Assyrians were able to earn a livthgn fixing the houses, or building new ones would
not be too much of a problem.

Churches by Aghajan and the KRG: St. George’s Anciat Church of the East in Bakhitme (left). Not only
has the paint peeled off the dome, but the floorlés have also come loose. At St. Sawa’s Assyrianutth
of the East in ‘Ayn-Nune (right), the marble facadehas dangerously cracked and is collapsing.

At oil-rich but impoverished Navkandala, not only have the roof tiles of the Aghajan-built church gone
green (left), but many of the houses (right) are sdangerously cracked they are practically uninhabiable.

A case in point is the Assyrians of the Barwariadistrict, which is a social disaster zone. In 21
Assyrian villages which have been repatriated 48%hBs have been built, largely with KRG
funding. Due to the lack of roads, schools, sesjiseund jobs, a recent drought and the failure
of agriculture in the region, these houses arehitdd by less than 100 families, as well as 23
individuals. The Assyrian villages of Avsarke (1@uses), Tashish (14 houses) and Upper
Challik (15 houses) have also been largely takem and settled by Kurds in recent years
because they are so lacking in any means to suppieitg that Assyrians have refused to
resettle them?>® This has also occurred in the Assyrian villagdlefe to the south in the Gahra
mountains where 20 houses were built by the KR@ vamrich are now inhabited by Kurds. In the

# Assyria Council of Europe interviews with communigatiers (names withheld) ‘Ayn-Nune and Dure, in December
2009.
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western Nahla region, the village of Upper Hizand some houses on the outskirts of Lower
Hizane are completely empty, prompting the KDPperoup offices for it and related Kurdish
organisations in two of them.

Open for business: The KDP and affiliated organisabnal offices in houses originally built for the
Assyrians of Lower Hizane, in the purely Assyrian egion of western Nahla.

Employment and Money-Earning Opportunities

At present Assyrians in the IKR face blatant ecoicagiiscrimination in what can only be described
as a covert campaign of ethnic cleansing. Assy@aegliscriminated against in the workforce if they
are not members of the KDP, and even more soyfdbenot speak Kurdish. Despite being
indigenous to the area they are often questionéadl why they do not speak Kurdish and are thus
suspected of being sympathetic to the Arabs. Aasgrand Yazidis are not allowed to open large and
successful businesses unless they accept the shifnef a high-ranking KDP official, who will
contribute nothing towards it. This is an unspokdr, which if disregarded leads to mafia-style
attacks and ransacking of the business by unknasailants who are then not sought after,
investigated or brought to justice. This corrupti@s also been noted by foreign journafi&ts.

The only businesses Assyrians and Yazidis are pedrto open without being expected to have a
KDP “partner” are those involving the sale and eongtion of alcohol, since their religions do not
forbid it (as was the norm under the Baath regimbjs has led to their demonisation amongst
religious Muslims, and may lead to future murderfiave occurred in other parts of Iraq since 2003.
This practice is almost identical to the way Jevesemunwanted and mistreated in medieval Europe:

#3 Michael Rubin, “Bad to worse in Iragi Kurdistan,ffeary 17, 2010, http://corner.nationalreview.com.
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they were pushed into usury, considered an ungtérhby religious Christians, which often led to
them being the victims of pogroms and persecuB@tause of this, Assyrian areas in the IKR are
being rapidly ghettoised. For example, religiousshu Kurds in Arbil will not dare set foot in
Ankawa (the Assyrian quarter) because it is honmaoes where alcohol and drugs may be bought
or consumed, and is also a venue for brothels,rander prostitution, wild parties, and has a
reputation for women with loose morafs.

This only leaves farming, which at present is asuacessful venture in the IKR. Most food produce
in the IKR is imported from neighbouring Iran andrRey, to dissuade local farmers from occupying
themselves with agriculture, and to instead engmithem to rely solely on more lucrative
employment apeshmergdighters. This also affords them more rest timattend to their homes and
families since they serve on a basis of ten dayduty followed by ten days off. Since Assyrians
ideally would not join thgpeshmergaan army belonging to a Kurdish nationalist pamyless in
desperate circumstances, this leaves most of tHérmw other option but to attempt to make a living
off their land holdings. But prices for crops anddstuffs are at an all-time low. In most cases the
profit on the produce sold pays for no more tharrénsportation to the city?

Scenes of devastation at Lower Challik: July 2009.

In other cases Assyrian villagers have returndthtbthat the land around their villages is already
being exploited by Kurds from elsewhere who demandetary compensation (roughly $20,000
each family) if they were to be returned. Countlestitions to the KRG have provided no outcome
for scores of villages with unemployed youths watgtas their ancestral lands are illegally taken
from them. In the village of Lower Challik on July 2009, Kurds from neighbouring Ke¥tsset fire
to their crops, including their priceless applehacls and vineyards, damaging 75 percent of their

o Assyria Council of Europe interviews with communigatlers (names withheld) at Arbil and Ankawa, in Jan2@ato.

# Assyria Council of Europe interviews with commurigders (names withheld) at Dohuk, in December 2009.

163 Kesta is known by villagers of Challik to have omeen a mixed Assyrian Christian and Jewish villégeugh it is not
known when it was taken over by Kurds. Its name isvddrfrom Syriac too, and it is home to the ruinsarfe churches
and a synagogue. Assyria Council of Europe intervigly community leader (name withheld) at Lower Challlecember
2009.
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land, as well as a few houses, hay and firewoodiJeaving them penniless for the wint&No

inquest was made into the arson attack, which lufmethree days, and neither were the culprits
brought to justice. Crops and vineyards have atsmldeliberately damaged in Sarsing, and cases of
Kurds stealing produce from Assyrian crops in tilages of Dere and Sarsing have been
documented since 2002.

Assyrian villages such as Inishk and Sarsing & la¢ing exploited by the KRG for the tourist
industry with their Assyrian inhabitants standingptofit nothing from the re-development of
restaurants, hotels and tourist chalets built leypitevious regime. Whilst under Saddam local
Assyrians shared a cut of the profits and contethuid the maintenance and operation of these
facilities, the KRG now hands them over to contextvith no guarantee of employment or profit for
the local Assyrian&’®

Left: Developing the touristic cave restaurant at Inishk
Right: Tourist chalets under construction at Sarsing.

Another serious issue is the exploitation of Asmytiands for oil drilling, as has occurred in the
village of Navkandala since June 2009. The owngtiseoland upon which the oil has been
discovered (covering roughly 175 hectares) areahotved to visit it, and the Assyrian inhabitants o
the village are not provided the opportunity of king on the oil-drilling facility operated in
cooperation with Norwegian company DNO. This pegié has been reserved for Kurds from nearby
Sarsulavke, with which they already have an ongpnogerty dispute. All the Assyrians of
Navkandala have seen in return for their land #dtrategic oil supply are glass souvenirs bearing
the eagle representing the KRG, given to them byctimpany drilling the off?®

Because of their general disenfranchisement, Amswillages have become like some Native
American reservations. Here the lack of employneguortunities has created a generation of young
people with social problems fuelled by a despeanatd for basic resources. Some of these serious
issues now at large amongst Assyrians in the \@are drug and alcohol abuse, gambling and
prostitution.

# Assyria Council of Europe interviews with communigadiers (names withheld) at Dohuk and Challik, in Déxegm
2009.

# Assyria Council of Europe interviews with communigadiers (names withheld) at Inishk and Sarsing, ireDeer
20009.

# Assyria Council of Europe interviews with communigatiers (names withheld) at Navkandala and ZakHoeaember
2009.
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Peanuts: A glass memento given to certain inhabitas of Navkandala by DNO and the KRG in return for
the oil under their agricultural lands.

Gambling and alcoholism are two serious problems ithe Assyrian community today, as a direct resulto
their disenfranchisement by others more powerful tan them.

Education

Theoretically, the KRG believes in the right of mditionalities to learn and study in their mother
tongue, and has put this principle into practicesil992, not without creating various obstacles to
impede this. That year the KRG Ministry of Educatpassed Article 4 in Law No. 4, establishing
primary education in their mother tongue for mities in the IKR. The first KRG-funded Syriac and
Armenian primary schools were opened a year latdtarch 1993. There are currently 62 primary
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and preparatory Syriac and Armenian schools inl4axd Dohuk provinces, with nearly 7,000 pupils.
Following the successful start of the primary sdboim 1997-1998 the KRG Ministry of Education
started planning for Syriac secondary schools taddy there are more than 10 in Arbil and Dohuk
provinces combined. The first round of these seapndchool students graduated in 2004, and
attempts are being made to open a Syriac langugggtthent in the University of Dohuk in the
future after the successful establishment of orteeatUniversity of Baghdad in 2005.

Unfortunately just over half of the abovementionedi&® schools are immersion schools,
teaching all core subjects in Syriac. As an indigsnpeople with an endangered language,
Assyrians are rightfully entitled to a complete eatian in their own mother tongue — and not
just to study it as a language beside a core-adune taught in Kurdish, which is the norm
for the rest of the “Syriac” schools. The formeough are discouraged and left underfunded
by KRG authorities, in comparison with latter; andsyysan teachers are not encouraged to
teach at those schools because, “They are setdlm®ed down in the future.” For those who
insist, the process is made so hard for them tlagiyrjust give up and consent to teaching in
Kurdish schoolg®” Not only Assyrian, but also Turkmen education, Inesn deliberately neglected
and since the registration of new students hasifisigntly decreased it is reported to be closing
down!®® In the IKR basic linguistic human rights are toterg barely, but not respected for
non-Kurds since this runs counter to the natiohgiegram of the KRG leadershiphis
violates Article 14.1 of the UN Declaration on Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

Kurdish workbook for Turkmen and Syriac Schools (published 2007). One of the poems is titled “My
Kurdistan” and is illustrated with a group of child ren dressed in Kurdish costume waving a Kurdish flg
and a banner that reads “Kurdistan.”

In the Syriac and Turkmen immersion schools Kurdison-Kurdish speakers is obligatory as a
second/foreign language. Though, after a closeysifithe specific textbooks used in its instruction

it has been found to be replete with Kurdish flagd nationalist poems glorifying Kurdistan —
alienating members of these communities who idgwotifthe whole as Iragis and not Kurdistanis.
Kurdish flags fly above these schools and theinaig is also in Kurdish. If the schools require
signage in their own language this is to be pravidevately at the school’s expense. Often wheee th
school is named after the village, the village’'sdish name is used even though there are no Kurds
living in the village, further completing the praseof Kurdification.

# Assyria Council of Europe interviews with teachersn(es withheld) in Dohuk, December 2009.
168 |ragi Turkmen Human Rights Research Foundation ($4ITSOITM report to the UPR of Iraq,” February 20)7p. 4.
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Syriac immersion primary and high schools at Sarsig (left) and Shiyoz (right). The signage is in Kurih,
gives Kurdish names of villages, and there is alwaya Kurdish flag. The Syriac sign at Sarsing was
privately supplied.

Left: The Syriac immersion primary school at Dehe; Right The Kurdish flag used at the Syriac
immersion primary school in Bakhitme for the weeklyflag-raising ceremonies.

It is also obligatory for children educated in thashools, even though there are no Kurdish stadent
present, to conduct a Kurdish flag-raising ceremmmge a week, sing Kurdish national songs and
pledge allegiance to it and the Barzani familyqoéirse, under the watchful eyes of the Kurdish
language teachers who also double as KRG agengsjy Mssyrian teachers are also pressured into
joining the KDP and the Kurdistan Student Uniogiieen complete freedom to recruit Assyrian
students into their rank§?

# Assyria Council of Europe interviews with teacheranfes withheld) in Dohuk, December 2009.
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The Kurdistan Student Union office in Ankawa, notie its name written also in Syriac.

Other difficulties faced by the Syriac immersiohaals include the perhaps deliberate lack of
textbooks and basic facilities and services sugbhatocopiers. Often textbooks arrive months from
the end of the school year with the excuse thaKtirdish ones had to be printed first, then the
Arabic ones. Whole classes of Assyrian childrenkaWiosm photocopies for the rest of the year. Even
janitors for the Syriac immersion schools are mgkr subsidised by the KRG and now must be
privately funded.”®

Transportation is also a big issue, with many Aissystudents in remote areas being forced to either
pay up to go to school, or settle for attendinguadish one. The KRG’s Education Ministry has
clamped down on funds formerly allotted for thigsgmse and now demand the full details of all
drivers who are employed to transport studentseachers, and even their vehicle registrations.
Instead the pressure to fund this rests on the AA®rting it from other more important
humanitarian and infrastructure building projeat®\ssyrian towns and villages. According to Mr.
Napoleon Patto, director of the AAS, “If we do fabd the transportation of students and teachers,
we rrlz;\%/ need to accept the closure of some of thadSgchools, and this will be the beginning of the
end.’

Within the IKR, as well as the disputed territorfessyrian community and religious leaders known to
be funded by the KRG, and specifically the KDP (agthem Mr. Nimrud Baito, Bishop Petros
Harboli, Bishop Mikha Maqdassi and others), havieliply denounced the Syriac immersion schools
voicing their concerns for the “students’ futureassyrian families have often been offered finahcia
incentives to enrol their children in Kurdish scloimstead of Syriac ones. Sometimes social pressur
has even been applied by community and religicaddes with KRG backing.

Although the December 2009 KRG report states tiet are unaware of any government schools in
other parts of Iraq that offer education in Syrmach immersion schools have existed in the Nineveh

#3 Assyria Council of Europe interviews with teachersn(es withheld) in Dohuk, December 2009.
171 Assyria Council of Europe interview with Mr. Napole®atto whilst on a visit to Sydney, Australia, Novemb@09.
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Plains towns of Bakhdida and Baritleh, as well akik and Baghdad, since 2004. Syriac is also
offered as a language course in primary and secgisdhools throughout the towns and villages of
the Nineveh Plains. Most of these also receive tegtbooks from the General Directorate for Syriac
Education in the KRG’s Education Ministry.

The Media

In Arbil as well as in Dohuk are the bases of safrithe major Assyrian/Syriac language media in
Irag. Several Syriac newspapers and magazinesibiisiped in these cities, partly with KRG
funding, by pro-KRG Assyrian groups. Among them@rgyaman(by the APP)Bet-Nahrain(by the
Bet-Nahrain Democratic Partypadya Kaldaydby the Chaldean Cultural Centr&mtha(by the
Union of Assyrian Writers)Motwa (by the Chaldean-Syriac-Assyrian Popular Counkiigel (by the
Hizel Centre in Zakho) anfinkawamagazine.

Interestingly, the December 2009 KRG report falsiention the ADM’'s newspapBahra,

circulated in both Syriac and Arabic editions fearly three decades, as wellkikhwa d-Beth
Nahrainby the Assyrian Cultural Centre in Dohuk — whicls In@t been registered as an official civil
society organisation by KRG authorities sincentseption in 1992. On similar lines, the Assyrian
Cultural Directorate in Arbil was renamed the Sgr@ultural and Arts Directorate after 2004 and its
administration has gradually passed from membetiseoADM to Assyrian KDP members. It also
publishes a magazine callBadnipal

Ishtar TV was established in 2005 with KRG fundamgl broadcasts from Ankawa. It is the
mouthpiece and propaganda machine of KDP membefoameér KRG minister Mr. Aghajan, and

the pro-KRG Ishtar Patriotic Slate, Chaldean-SyAasyrian Popular Council and the Committee for
Christian Affairs. Its sole purpose is to compejaiast, undermine and challenge the hugely
underfunded Ashur TV, mouthpiece of the ADM, whiwds existed since the 1990s and went to air
on satellite after 2003. Kurdistan TV, the moutkpief the KDP, also presents a one-hour weekly
programme, calle§oraya in Syriac.

In the past few years, crews from Ashur TV haventbit increasingly difficult to cover special

events at Assyrian churches in Iraq and the Diaspsince a monopoly is now held by Ishtar TV.
Countless times Ashur TV’s reporters and camerdmage been verbally and physically abused by
Assyrian “Church Guards” who do not grant them asde churches or other parts of some Assyrians
towns and villages — simply because of their aftiin with the ADM.

As a whole, Assyrian print media, TV and radio rates that are not aligned with the KRG and its
interests are not funded and thus suffer majoas&thin terms of paying their staff and buying ap t
date equipment. They are also undermined by tkenaltive media which are amply funded by the
KRG and are more numerous, thus drawing many neeafgssionals to theii? In this way KRG
authorities sideline the independent Assyrian medithat they are less noticed by the broader
community, but as the underdog they continue tantaai popularity.

The IKR’s constitution: Equality and safeguards for minorities?

The IKR’s draft constitutioH® was approved on June 24, 2009, by a majority o MRhe KRG
Parliament and will be put to a referendum. Thestitution, which evolved from debates by
politicians, intellectuals and civil society grougiace 1992, is said to guarantee religious and
language rights for all nationalities and religipasd is apparently explicit about the multi-ethnic

# Assyria Council of Europe interviews with Ashur T\aft(names withheld) in Dohuk and Bakhdida, Decen#9.
173 Constitution of Iragi Kurdistan Region, 2009, hitwww.perleman.org/files/sitecontents/30060909260f7.pd
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identity of the Region. The constitution grants KRG all the powers and institutions of an
independent country and clearly contradicts thgi lcanstitution. The draft regional constitutiosal
lays claim to areas within Nineveh and other disduerritories, and asserts the KRG’s right to
deploypeshmergautside of the regioH* This has provoked outrage from the various etgrocips

in the region’® and the central government, and further unitechBand Shiite politicians. In the days
after it was passed, 50 Iragi MPs from differenttipal parties signed a petition criticising it.

Article 5 names the Chaldeans, Syriacs, Assyridmagenians, Turkmen and Arabs, as well as the
Kurds, as the people of the Kurdistan Region. Itiche 35, the constitution guarantees national,
cultural and administrative rights to all minorgtimcluding Assyrians, Chaldeans, Syriacs, and
Armenians. It also gives minorities the right ttf-sele in areas where they are a majority of the
population. Under Article 20 on equality, all formisdiscrimination are prohibited, including
discrimination based on religion, origin or natibitya

At the outset, though, what seems to be a progieessdve from the KRG, is in actual fact a denial of
the Assyrians as the indigenous people of the regind a further denial of their ethnic identity
splintering them into Chaldeans, Syriacsl Assyrians, equally on par with Armenians, Turkraed
Arabs. Yazidi, Shabak and Kaka'i minorities areadig not mentioned because the Kurdish
authorities do not recognise them as anything hut&"° It is also interesting to note that self-rule is
not possible within an already existing semiautooosregion, such as the IKR, although its new
constitution supports it.

Official signage for the Assyrian villages of ‘AynNune (Kurdish: Kani-Mase left), and Hamziyah
(Kurdish: Hamzike right).

The constitution ensures the rights of all natittiesl and religions to develop their own education,
media, culture, and organisations. But as we haga,ghis only applies where they tow the official
line of the KRG and are not independent in thetfamk. It also guarantees the right to use tradélo
local place names, though throughout the IKR aediibputed territories all signs give place nhames

174 Article (2)(1) states, “Kurdistan-Iraq is a histi and geographic entity that includes ... the iistrof Agra, Al-
Shaykhan, Sinjar, Tall Kayf, Qarqosh; and the sstbidis of Zammar, Ba'shigah, Aski Kalak from thev&morate of
Nineveh ...”

17811 a joint statement issued on July 10, 2009, fpoups representing Shabaks, Yazidis, Chaldo-Amsgriand Turkmen
contended that the Kurdish constitution opens ttee tinfurther conflict and “will destabilize the Mite East for centuries
and result in disastrous outcomes.” See Human Riyhtsh, “On Vulnerable Ground,” p. 36.

178 The KRG constitution does recognise the Yazidis distmct religious group though.
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of Assyrian villages in Kurdish. For example: Shiyitas become Seje, Hizane has become Hezanke,
Komane has become Kowani, Bishmiyaye has becomealgtla, lyat has become Yate, Araden has
become Aradina, ‘Ayn-Nune has become Kani-Mase, Higah has become Hamzike,

and Badriya has become Badrike. Even the Turkm&n tf Altun-Kupri near Kirkuk, in the

disputed territories, has been renamed in sigRértte. We have already discussed Ba’'shiga and
Bahzani.

Only Kurdish flags fly above the offices of the Chilean Democratic Union Party (CDUP) at Inishk (lef},
and the Chaldean Cultural Centre in Zakho (right).

Only Kurdish flags fly above the offices of the Syiac Cultural and Arts Directorate in Dohuk (left), and
the Chaldean-Assyrian Cultural Centre in ‘Agra (right).



Only Kurdish flags fly above the offices of the Chielean Catholic Cathedral in Dohuk (left), and the
Shemsha Group for Acting in Ankawa (right).

Kurdish flags at the entrance to the purely Assyria village of Dehe (left), and on a bus shelter ahé
purely Assyrian village of Bebede (right).

On the topic of cultural equality, Assyrians in tK& are not allowed to fly their flag publicly. Mo
Assyrian offices belonging to political and civil@ety organisations that oppose exclusivist Kurdis
nationalism, such as the ADM, fly neither the Assymor the Kurdish flags in protest, and thos¢ tha
are aligned with the KDP and KRG only fly the Kugldiflag above their buildings. It is not unusual to
see the Kurdish flag hoisted by Assyrian KDP memlireipurely Assyrian villages such as Dehe,
Shiyoz, Bebede, Tilla and others. In Shiyoz, Asayflags that had remained hoisted after a
celebration of the Assyrian New Year organisedngy@haldean-Syriac-Assyrian Popular Council
(aligned with the KRG) were forcibly removed angleeed with Kurdish flags b#sayish

intelligence officers, with the excuse that thegresented the ADM. Even cars in Dohuk bearing
Assyrian flags on their rear-view mirrors are rpared, pelted with rocks or key&d.The only
Assyrian village where not one, but three, Assyfiags are hoisted is Jedideh, home to controJersia
figure Franso, chairman of the HCCA and a high-iagkKDP member.

# Assyria Council of Europe interview with Assyrian cormmity representatives (names withheld) in Dohuk angicah
December 2009.



Many more articles of the KRG’s new constitutioermmeexcellent on paper, but there remains doubt
as to whether or not, given the Kurdish leadergtent track record, they will be implemented and
enforced in reality. Article 31 statéJ,he obligation of the authorities to ensure eqtaliAuthorities
in the Kurdistan Region will ensure the implemedotabf the principle of equality, will work to
achieve it for national and religious componentsd avill create conditions to preserve their identit
and take the necessary measures to strengthen’tH&ffhis has already been violated numerous
times in the KRG, with numerous murders and kidiaggpof Assyrians since 1991 left
uninvestigated — terrorising relatives and frieimds leaving. The most conspicuous case is that of
former KRG parliament member Mr. Francis ShabdefADM, who was an outspoken critic of
Kurds stealing Assyrian land, and a major campaifpreunity between the various Assyrian
denominations. He was shot dead in 1993, a year ladtentered parliament, and his killer — a high
ranking KDP member and known assassin — is stitidi a luxurious life in a Dohuk vill&° No
attempt has been made at investigating the asa#issiror bringing the killer to justice.

Left: Settlements of Kurdish squatters in the old tourisvillage of Inishk; Right: The Kore-Gavana
collective town built by Saddam on Assyrian land, ad which the Kurds are neither leaving, nor paying
compensation for.

Article 32 states;The Kurdistan Regional Government is committethi prevention of deliberate
change in the proportion of the population in aréasabited by different nationalities or religions,
without prejudice to the removal of the effectéuabization and the forced displacement by the
Baathist regime in Kirkuk and other areas of Kutais- Iraq.”*®° Of course, it does not mention the
deliberate demographic alterations already affebtethe KDP’s nationalist policies which have seen
hundreds of Kurdish families from Iran settledlie tAssyrian town of Sarsing. Neither does it
address the continuing grievances of Assyrians fotaces such Komane, Birsive, Kore-Gavana,
Mangesh, Hamziyya, Inishk and others where Kurd®wettled in collectives under Baath party
policy or found refuge after the First Gulf War.rany of these locations Kurdish authorities séttle
the refugee families settled as “guests,” untibstime as their villages could be rebuilt. Neary 2
years on, even in cases where this has been adhibeevast majority of these unwanted guests are
refusing to leave due to their new locations’ canigece and good access to land, water and basic
services such as roads and electricity. They ateand keeping their homes in their original villsge
harassing the Assyrians indigenous where they n@aahd, due to the links of many of them with
the KDP, they intimidate them into leaving for good

Despite all these injustices against them, Assgraamd members of other minority communities are
largely silenced through fear and threats, beiraplento freely share truth regarding their experésn
in the IKR. Foreign academics, reporters and huriggnts advocates are often closely minded and

178 Kurdistan Regional Government: UK Representation, “Staus of Christians in the Kurdistan Region imJig. 11.
# Assyria Council of Europe interviews with communigatiers (names withheld) in Dohuk, December 2009.
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even blocked from meeting with independent Assypialitical and civil society organisations which
oppose KDP policy, in order to whitewash their dippg situation. One informant from the ADM,
who chose to remain anonymous, received phonéroatl a high-ranking Assyrian member of the
KDP after it was discovered that he had been aceogipg a foreigner sent by his government to
compile a human rights report on Assyrians in remthrag. “He asked me, ‘do you want a bullet
between your eyes? Why are you looking for trowtsie putting yourself in danger?* The
Hammurabi Human Rights Organisation is also nastered in the IKR and thus has no permission
to operate and collect data regarding human rigivises against Assyrians in that region.

The Question of an Autonomous Region for “Christian%

The KRG states that it supports the principle odatonomous region for minority nationalities,
where they form a majority in an area. It doesstipulate the possible size of such a region, wesd
it define what it may comprise of administrativedyiticle 35 of the IKR constitutiofiguarantees the
rights of national, cultural and administrative Twmens, Arabs, Assyrians, Chaldeans, Syriacs,
Armelr;izans, including self-rule where any of thermfa majority of the population and regulated by
law.”

The KRG states that it believes that this princgdleuld apply also in the disputed territorieshia t
Nineveh Plains, not in imposing the idea on anygror nationality, “who should decide for
themselves by democratic means how they wish golierned.*®® Rather in reality through their
two-pronged campaign of patronage, and intimidatsrwell as their obvious military and
administrative presence in the area, they arelglaad deliberately influencing matters in a way
which would favour them.

Of the parties that stood in the IKR parliamentlgctions of July 2009, the KRG backed and funded
Chaldean-Syriac-Assyrian Popular Council (which v8d#6 of “Assyrian” votes in the election
through fraud) is obviously in favour of the Ninévelains becoming part of the IKR, and Chaldean-
Syriac-Assyrian Autonomy List wants to absorb theeNeh Plains into the IKR as an autonomous
unit (8.5% of votes). Many of these votes in faamne from Kurdish towns and villages such as
Begova and Batufa where there are no AssyriandingsiThe National Rafidain List of the ADM
(28% of votes) is against the Nineveh Plains jajrtime IKR, while the Unified Chaldean List does
not seem to have expressed a strong view on ib&il8% of votes).

In the Nineveh 2009 provincial elections, Assynanties that are in favour of the Nineveh Plains
being incorporated into the KRG administered afagessd much better than those that oppose it. Of
the three main blocks fighting for the reservedi§ifan seats, the pro-KRG Ishtar Patriotic List won
66% of the vote, and the ADM won 28%. It shouldchbéed that Mr. Jevara Zaia of the ADM, the
Assyrian representative elected to Nineveh'’s pragircouncil in 2005 was unable to serve his full
term due to being imprisoned for two years on fatsgrges of fraud laid by his mostly Kurdish
colleagues. He was released after being found amtponly when it was too late for him to campaign
for the 2009 elections.

The election results of 2009 are quite differenprtevious Assyrian election trends. Election result
such as these though often must be taken with spemilation due to the very real problem of
Kurdish electoral fraud. In previous election caigpa it has been known not only for Assyrians
being told who to vote for; but also underage \gtthe dead voting, multiple votes, and non-Iragi
Kurds being allowed to vote boosting their numlzkesnatically. Many Assyrian IDPs in the IKR are
told that they cannot vote since they are not eretectoral registers, and instead must go to anoth

181 Assyria Council of Europe interview with an Assyriamonunity leader (name withheld) in Dohuk, Decembd@920
182 K urdistan Regional Government: UK Representation, “Stegus of Christians in the Kurdistan Region im/ta. 11.
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polling station or the local electoral office —m@gess which takes hours. In many cases these
Assyrians would not make it to the polls on timewould give up out of frustratioff?

In the 1992 elections of the Iraqi Kurdistan Regi@ughly 55% of Assyrian voters chose the ADM,
giving them four seats in the Regional Parliam8apporters of Mr. Aghajan, the Kurdistan Christian
Unity, gained 23% of the vote and one seat. THevidhg year Mr. Francis Shabo, one of the four
ADM representatives and an outspoken Assyrian tagids and unity advocate, was shot dead. His
killer, a high ranking KDP member and known assgssistill at large and unapprehended.

In the January 2005 Iraqi parliamentary electi@i8p of the Assyrian vote (36,255 out of 47,515)
went to the ADM. It is unknown how many Assyriarte®would have gone to three other Assyrian
parties that had entered under the Kurdistani(aistong them the APP, CDUP and Bet-Nahrain
Democratic Party) — since they would have been temlias Kurdish votes. Despite this, only one
ADM member made it to the parliament and four seatie taken by Assyrians who had entered
under the Kurdistani List, undermining the influeraf the ADM. In a similar fashion, an ADM
member was elected to represent Assyrians in thewgh Provincial Council, whilst an APP member
who entered under the Kurdistani List was choseefoesent Assyrians in the Kirkuk Provincial
Council. That same year, in the elections for thgilKurdistan Regional Parliament, three of five
seats were won by Assyrians from Kurdish-bakedgmend two were won by the ADM. In these
elections the ADM was forced to enter under the Benatic Patriotic Alliance of Kurdistan, if they
were to win any seats.

In the second Iragi parliamentary elections helB@eember 2005, roughly 81% of the Assyrian vote
(44,263 out of 54,802) went to the ADM, gainingrthene representative. Five parties and an
independent that have Kurdish backing entered bhegetnder a separate list, but only won 7% of the
Assyrian vote and no seats. The CDUP entered agaier the Kurdistani List and gained one
representative in the Iraqgi Parliament, along withAssyrian member of the KDP who also won a
seat. It is not known though how many Assyrianslddiave actually voted for these two though
since they would have been counted as Kurdish votes result again would have further served to
undermine the influence of the ADM.

It is quite amusing that the December 2009 KRG ntepbels the ADM as anti-KRG, probably due

its insistence on the dignity and integrity of th&syrian people even when it opposes their amlstion
to expand the territory under their control andoicttinate its citizens with Kurdish nationalismthie
ADM was anti-KRG it would have refused to partidg@ the IKR’s political life and would have
withdrawn its representatives from its parliamesdng ago. Rather, over the years, it has become
apparent that the ADM has been bullied and graguadirginalised by the KDP, losing seats and
even a ministry to KDP-backed Assyrian partiesnggsheir same logic, the KRG may also be termed
anti-Assyrian, but this is beside the point.

Fortunately the tables have somewhat turned ingbent 2010 elections, with the ADM winning

38% of the Assyrian vote (28,095 out of 73,315}hwgiginificant victories in Baghdad, Dohuk,
Kirkuk, Sulaymaniyah and Anbar provinces, and tlokthe five reserved “Christian” seats in the
new Iragi Parliament. The KRG-backed Chaldean-8yhissyrian Popular Council won 30% of the
vote, and three separate lists belonging to othedikh-backed Assyrian parties won altogether 21%
of the vote. Their significant victories were irethrovinces of Nineveh, Arbil, Basrah and Diyala.
The Popular Council won the two remaining resef\@utistian” seats.

For most Assyrians in northern Iraq, especiallthie Nineveh Plains, the question of a Christian
province or autonomous region is quite touch and=gom a political point of view, such an area
would make it appear to Sunni Arab extremists aadilultra-nationalists that Christians harbour
ambitions for an ethnically or religiously dividé@q, which is plainly the main cause of the cutren

# Assyria Council of Europe interviews with communigatiers and IDPs (names withheld) in Dohuk, Decemt@9.20
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violence in Irag®® “Many fellow Arab students tell us, if autonomywhat you want then go to the
Kurdish autonomous region, we don’'t want you héféThe choice as to whether to attach such an
area to either the IKR or the central governmeatss a dilemma, though most independents opt for
Iragi government control. If this occurs they ma&agbme a target for the resentful Kurdish leaders
who have invested so much money in the area, atdHe chance to exploit its natural resources,
though if it does not, it will become the first thagground in any future war between Kurds and Arabs
Assyrians and other ethnic communities living iegé territories have no desire in being a buffer
between these two antagonistic ethnic groups. Velskad whether they sided with Kurds or with
Arabs, most Assyrians interviewed by Assyria CouocEurope would reply, “Neither. We side with
Irag!”

A majority of those interviewed by Assyria CounailEurope wished instead to be able to administer
themselves locally as part of the existing govemirns&ructure, be able to teach all core subjects in
their mother tongue, and have local Iraqi police anilitary forces staffed by members of their own
communities protecting their towns and villagesel@a the complex ethnic makeup of the area,
others suggested the establishment of a new pmvunder the central government’s control
comprising the districts of Tell-Kayf, HamdaniyamdaShaykhan and where Assyrians, Yazidis,
Shabaks, Turkmen and Kaka'is can form a systenmipéd cantons based on their existing settlement
patterns and demography, again providing the llwvagi military and security forces with personnel.
Both the above ideas seem to be feasible sincedih@pt compromise Iraq’s territorial integrity,dan
they also provide sound boundaries within whictheafdhese small and endangered ethnic groups
can continue to live on lands they have inhabitedcénturies, safely and securely. Such models have
also been suggested for future application in thegipces of Dohuk and Arbil, though this is a long
way off due the nationalist policies of the rulikBP which is attempting to ethnically cleanse the
areas under its control to create a Kurdish nadtate.

185 saad Hanna Sirop, “Kidnapped Chaldean Priest: Noetd\tniveh plain ethnic project,” AsiaNews, Augus2607,
http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Kidnapped-Chaldean-Pribki-to-the-Niniveh-plain-ethnic-project-9498.htrlee also
Louis Sako, “Nineveh Plain: a ghetto for Iraqi Ghidns is an illusion,” AsiaNews, April 20, 2009,
http://lwww.asianews.it/news-en/Nineveh-Plain:-a-ghettekfaqi-Christians-is-an-illusion-15025.html.

# Assyria Council of Europe interview with a studenMisul University (name withheld), December 2009.
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[l. Conclusions

The KRG has a clear and consistent policy of ethl@ansing through threatening and intimidating
and disadvantaging members of indigenous minoritietuding the Assyrians. This pressure, as well
as discrimination and heavy-handed terror tactias,prompted scores of disenfranchised Assyrian
families to flee the country in the last few yeattaving suffered oppression themselves in the past,
the Kurdish leadership have now become the oppressahey attempt to turn the areas under their
control into a Kurdish nation-state along the liné&emalist Turkey and Baathist Irag. All rights f
non-Kurdish minorities to political representati@ducation, free expression in the media, andysafet
and security are tightly controlled and kept urtdese scrutiny. Those who openly disagree with the
KRG, KDP and their nationalist policies live in aant fear of retribution.

Recommendations

To the Kurdistan Regional Government:

» Modify the constitution of the Iraqi Kurdistan Regito recognise Assyrians (including Chaldeans
and Syriacs) as one group, and as an indigenousgimm; and accord legal recognition to Shabaks,
Yazidis and Kaka'is as distinct ethnic groups.

» Repeal all decrees relevant to “nationality cofeectand “Kurdfication”, and permit affected
persons the right to determine their own ethnitiatiibn free from coercion and duress.

» Protect and guarantee the dignity and empowernféndigenous non-Kurdish ethnic, religious
and linguistic minorities at all levels of governmeincluding provincial, regional and local
administrations.

» Remedy the injustice caused by the Kurdistan RegiGovernment’s practices in altering the
demographic character of certain regions by intatirdy and threatening those who oppose them,
causing them to flee their places of residencejrigrmigration in and out of the region, settling
individuals alien to the region, depriving the nidardish inhabitants of work, and correcting
nationality.

» Recognise non-Kurdish IDPs with ancestral rootsfrdlages in the Iraqgi Kurdistan Region as
locals and refrain from making them apply for resice permits.

» Restore all expelled and deported non-Kurds ta th@mines and property, or, where this is
unfeasible, provide just compensation. Cease gauistacles in their search for employment and
sources of income and crack down on discriminagiath corruption.

» Promote employment opportunities for non-Kurds wiese have been deprived of employment or
other means of support in order to force their atign out of the region.

» Cease repression of political and civil societyamrigations that oppose Kurdish nationalist policies
in the Iragi Kurdistan Region and the disputedtiaies. Allow such organisations to operate freely
and without intimidation and fear.



» Cease funding political and civil society orgarimas that divide ethnic communities and support
the KDP’s nationalist policies by undermining atélenging existing ones which do not.

» Ensure that independent non-Kurds can fully paudita in public affairs without fearing retribution
for differing political views. Cease arbitrarilyrasting and detaining non-Kurdish activists.

» Transfer detainees originating from Nineveh andktlrProvinces from prisons in the IKR to
Nineveh and Kirkuk prisons supervised by local gimlibodies, and allow treatment of such detainees
according to due process of law.

« Initiate independent and impartial investigatiohghdividuals, including Kurdish security forces,
alleged to be responsible for carrying out Killinisinappings, beatings and torture against
minorities. Make the results public and disciploreprosecute, as appropriate, the criminals and eve
officials who authorised or used excessive force.

* Recognise Nineveh Province’s 19 March 2003 bourdamtil such time as the status of the
disputed territories may be altered by constitwtioneans, and take steps to resolve bilateralsssue
with the Iragi Government, avoiding inflammatongtbric concerning mutual relations, the status of
disputed territories and the issuance of oil arelagatracts in these areas. Also, seek to minimise
security risks by refraining from military manoeasrin disputed territories without pre-notifyingth
other side.

» Cease funding private militias to carry out pulsizurity responsibilities in non-Kurdish towns and
villages located in the disputed territories owgdide Iragi Kurdistan Region.

» Consult with the representatives on non-Kurdish momities to put in place policies for their
protection. Allow municipalities to hire police aférs from among their own communities, in
accordance with existing procedures outlined bg'srénterior Ministry.

« Increase funding to non-Kurdish immersion schoaols eease the obstacles placed in their
operation.

» Cease the indoctrination of non-Kurdish childremtigh educational programs in which they are
made to glorify Kurdistan at the expense of thein@thnic identity.

» Cease the obstacles placed before non-Kurds clgilaimds they have lost to Kurdish squatters and
conduct proper inquests into incidents of non-Kureisig abducted or murdered in the Iraqi
Kurdistan Region.

» Cease electoral fraud and allow foreign obsera@emadnitor the election process in the Iraqi
Kurdistan Region and disputed territories, as agltount the votes.

 Allow independent Iragi and international humarhtggorganisations to work unfettered in the
Nineveh Plains and in the Iraqi Kurdistan Regiod smprovide unbiased information.

* Invite the UN independent expert on minority issteeprovide an impartial assessment of the
situation of non-Kurdish ethnic communities in themi Kurdistan Region and in the disputed
territories.

To the Government of Iraq:




* Facilitate rebuilding the Iraqi state by reduciniglence in the country and instituting stability in
the region, to create a powerful and viable ceistdllraq.

* Amend the Iraqgi Constitution to: Reduce the restits on the state authorities, remove
contradictory articles, clearly define and streegtithe power of central government, and grant
priority to the central government in shared autlesr and all future decisions.

« Article 4 of the Iragi constitution should be reabed so that it ensures protection of minority
groups’ linguistic and cultural rights, removesadisiination between the ethnic communities in Iraqi
society, improves the access of ethnic communtitiezlucation in their own mother tongue, and
prevents the publication of immense Iragi stateudmentation in Kurdish.

 Implement joint administration in educational megten disputed districts’ educational facilities
through the creation of a committee comprising memrslof all ethnic communities in the education
directorates of Nineveh and Kirkuk.

» Transfer teachers in the disputed districts wheivectheir salaries from the KRG to the authority
and payroll of Nineveh and Kirkuk’s education dizates.

 Protect and guarantee the dignity and empowernfegthaic, religious and linguistic minorities at
all levels of government, including provincial, regal and local administrations. Ensure protectibn
ethnic, linguistic and religious minorities in thsputed territories through security measures, by
ceasing discriminatory resource and service aliocdb areas with heavy minority presence, halting
efforts to manipulate such groups or enlist therhéir side and providing fair political
representation.

 Local recruitment into Nineveh'’s security forcesl@aspecially integration of members of diverse
ethnic groups in security forces deployed in dispugrritories.

» Implement, as the new provincial governments amaéal, an ambitious economic recovery
program focused on infrastructure repair and résitey the agricultural sector. Pressure the Niheve
Provincial Council especially to pledge to releS60 million in unspent past budget funds to the
local government sector.

« Facilitate the effective involvement of Iraqis gbuilding of the state on a democratic basis — NGO
laws should be instituted to international bestfica.

* Encourage international human rights organisatsuch as Human Rights Watch and Amnesty
international to open offices in northern Irag.

» Create an independent inquiry to determine whoresgonsible for the carefully-planned
systematic campaign of killings and bombings thegeted Assyrians in Mosul between September
and November 2008, and November 2009 and Febr@d:@, 2nd the subsequent displacement of
over 12,500 Assyrians. The inquiry should not adntify the killers, but also underline why the
security services failed to prevent the attacks.

» Restore the rule of law and the control of theilcatral government, police and military in all
areas outside the Iragi Kurdistan Region.

« Emphasise to the Kurdistan Regional Governmentéael to remedy the injustices caused by the

it's practices in altering the demographic chanactecertain regions by intimidating and threatenin
those who oppose them, causing them to flee thetep of residence, forcing migration in and out of
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the region, settling individuals alien to the regidepriving the non-Kurdish inhabitants of workda
correcting nationality.

« Initiate independent and unbiased investigatioralohdividuals, including Kurdish security
forces, allegedly responsible for carrying outikgl, beatings, and torture against members of
minority communities.

» Pressure the Kurdistan Democratic Party to ceasozhl fraud in the Iragi Kurdistan Region and
disputed territories. Invite and allow foreign obas to monitor the election process in the asea,
well as count the votes.

» Look into the establishment of an area where intige minority communities can prosper,
progress and protect themselves within the framlewba united and free Iraq.

To the United States, Coalition Countries and theéddnNations:

» Urge the government of Irag and the Kurdistan RegliGovernment to investigate allegations of
human rights abuses of minorities by Kurdish andbAofficials.

» Assist relevant Iraqi parties to reach the necgssampromises in Nineveh, primarily by: a)
pressing the Iragi government to reintegrate aerte@mbers of the Baath party and the insurgency in
local civilian and security institutions; b) pregsg local allies that rely heavily on the U.S. talaly
tribal forces, to promote a power- and securityHstggagreement; and c) insisting on the necessary
protection of the diverse indigenous ethnic groups.

 Seriously consider adding U.S. military officersfab and Kurdish patrols as a transitional
confidence-building measure to improve communicatomordination and cooperation.

» Emphasise to the Kurdistan Regional Governmentdeel to remedy the injustices caused by the
it's practices in altering the demographic chanacfecertain regions by intimidating and threatenin
those who oppose them, causing them to flee thetep of residence, forcing migration in and out of
the region, settling individuals alien to the regidepriving the non-Kurdish inhabitants of workda
correcting nationality.

» Emphasise to the Iraqgi government the need foomtiyh and independent inquiry into the
September-November 2008, and November 2009-Feb2@d4:@, killings of Assyrians in Mosul, as
well as independent and unbiased investigatiordl aidividuals, including Kurdish security forces,
allegedly responsible for carrying out killings afiegs, and torture against members of minority
communities.

» Do not cooperate with the Kurdish Regional Goveminutil the Kurdish authorities stop the
suppression of other indigenous Iragi communitésndon claims to lands inhabited mainly by non-
Kurds, and abandon the use of militias, intimidatmd violence.

» Encourage the establishment of an area where imoigeeminority communities can prosper,
progress and protect themselves within the framlewba united and free Iraq.

To UNAMI and International Human Rights, Humanitaraamd Aid Organisations:

#H#



* Complete the institution of offices in the disputeditories, such as Kirkuk, Mosul, the Nineveh
Plains, Tell-Afar, Tuz Khurmatu and Diyala, andyide them with sufficient staff and experts.

* Initiate regular fact-finding missions independehthe Iragi Government and Kurdistan Regional
Government to discover what is really happeningniiwority communities on the ground.

» Cease employing minders, guides or translatorshidna links to the governments and ruling
parties and ensure that all guides or translatopdayed belong to the same community as that being
researched. Otherwise informants will be too sctwgaovide accurate statements regarding abuses
against them.

« Offer to act as foreign observers to monitor tleebn process in the Iragi Kurdistan Region and
disputed territories, as well as count the votes.



