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“One of the fortuitous aspects of the development of comparative genocide
studies has been attention to a number of cases of genocide and genocidal
massacres that previously were not included in a manner commensurate
with the crime. For example, after a century the genocide of the numerically
small Herero people has finally entered the consciousness of many scholars
and students. The same is happening with the Assyrian genocide, recogni-
tion of which I have personally advocated for a long time. Each genocide is
different, however, and care should be taken as there are pitfalls in attempt-
ing to equate one with the other in every way. For decades, the Assyrian
genocide, like the Armenian genocide, had become a ‘forgotten genocide.’
Armenian activists and scholars martialed their resources relatively early to
gradually eliminate the adjective ‘forgotten.” Assyrians and Greeks tarried,
in part because they themselves did not pay sufficient heed to the challenge.
It is gratifying that this has changed in recent decades and the fact that
both Assyrian and non-Assyrian authors are contributors to The Assyrian
Genocide: Cultural and Political Legacies is strong testimony to that fact.”
Richard G. Hovannisian, Professor Emeritus,
University of California, Los Angeles,
President’s Fellow, Chapman University, and
Scholarly Advisor, Shoah Foundation,
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The Assyrian Genocide

For a brief period, the attention of the international community has focused once
again on the plight of religious minorities in Iraq, Syria, and Turkey. In particular,
the abductions and massacres of Yezidis and Assyrians in the Sinjar, Mosul, Nineveh
Plains, Baghdad, and Hasakah regions in 2007-20135 raised questions about the pre-
vention of genocide. This book, while principally analyzing the Assyrian genocide of
1914-1925 and its implications for the culture and politics of the region, also raises
broader questions concerning the future of religious diversity in the Middle East. It
gathers and analyzes the findings of a broad spectrum of historical and scholarly works
on Christian identities in the Middle East, genocide studies, international law, and the
politics of the late Ottoman Empire, as well as the politics of the Ottomans’ British and
Russian rivals for power in western Asia and the eastern Mediterranean basin.

A key question the book raises is whether the fate of the Assyrians maps onto any of
the concepts used within international law and diplomatic history to study genocide
and group violence. In this light, the Assyrian genocide stands out as being several
times larger than the Srebrenica genocide, which is recognized by Turkey as well as by
international tribunals and organizations. That is true both in absolute terms and rela-
tive to the size of the affected group, which was larger in the Bosnian case. Including
its Armenian and Greek victims, the Ottoman Christian Genocide rivals the Rwan-
dan, Bengali, and Biafran genocides. The book also aims to explore the impact of the
genocide period of 1914-1925 on the development or partial unraveling of Assyrian
group cohesion, including aspirations to autonomy in the Assyrian areas of northern
Iraq, northwestern Iran, and southeastern Turkey. Scholars from around the world
have collaborated to approach these research questions by reference to diplomatic and
political archives, international legal materials, memoirs, and literary works.

Hannibal Travis publishes work and teaches classes at Florida International Univer-
sity relating to international law, Internet law, and intellectual property. He has also
served as Visiting Associate Professor of Law at Villanova University. He graduated
magna cum laude from Harvard Law School in 1999, where he served as a teach-
ing assistant in Harvard College. He has published widely on genocide studies and
human rights law, including Genocide in the Middle East: The Ottoman Empire,
Iraq, and Sudan (2010); “Genocide in Sudan: The Role of Oil Exploration and
the Entitlement of the Victims to Reparations” in The Top Ten Global Justice Law
Review Articles 2008 (Amos Guiora ed., 2009), 107-162; “On the Original Under-
standing of the Crime of Genocide,” Genocide Studies and Prevention 7 (2012):
30-55; “Did the Armenian Genocide Inspire Hitler?” Middle East Quarterly 20,
no. 1, Winter 2013, pp. 27-35; and “Why Was Benghazi ‘Saved,” But Sinjar Allowed
to Be Lost?: New Failures of Genocide Prevention, 2007-2015,” Genocide Studies
International 10, no. 2 (2017), https://muse.jhu.edu/journal/690.
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Glossary

dhimmi non-Muslim protected people under Muslim rule, Turkish: zimmi

fatwa judicial decree by a Muslim cleric claiming expertise on legal mat-
ters within Islam, in Turkish: fetva

firman Ottoman imperial decree, also: ferman

kbanjars daggers, in Yemeni culture

qaflat flight, or caravans assembled for this purpose, in neo-Aramaic

Meclis-i Ayan  upper house of the Ottoman parliamentary council, known
as the Chamber of Notables

Meclis-i Mebiisin lower house of the Ottoman parliamentary council, known
as the Chamber of Deputies

millet quasi-autonomous religion or religious community with increas-
ingly centralized political implications of hierarchical governance by a
patriarch, chief rabbi, or the seyhiilislam, starting in the mid- to late
eighteenth century

Osmanli Meclisi Ottoman Council or parliament

Porte Ottoman administration in Constantinople, named after the gate
to the Foreign Ministry, which was impressive, hence also the Sublime
Porte

Qaymakam/Kaymakam governor of a kazd or district, a subdivision of a
sub-province or sancak, within a province or vildyet combining multiple
sancaks

Riéim  Greek Orthodox Christians

seybiilislam head of the Muslim millet, highest judicial official, minister
of religious affairs, mufti of Constantinople, and member of the Coun-
cil of Ministers Tanzimat reform era in Ottoman history, especially
1838-1878

Teskilat-1 Mabsusa the Ottoman Special Organization

vildyet province; as of 1909, and as relevant to this book, the provinces
of the Ottoman Empire included Basra, Bitlis, Diyarbakir, Mamuret il
Aziz or Harput, Mosul, and Van

zimmi non-Muslim protected people under Muslim rule



List of judicial decisions cited

European Court of Human Rights

European Court of Human Rights, “Altug Taner Ak¢am v. Turkey,” Applica-
tion no. 27520/07, Judgment of 25 October 2011.

European Court of Human Rights, “Peringek v. Switzerland,” Application
No. 27510/08, Judgment of 17 December 2013.

International Court of Justice

Advisory Opinions and Orders: Reservations to the Convention on the Pre-
vention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, Advisory Opinion of
May 28th, 1951.

Armed Activities on the Territory of the Congo (Dem. Rep. Congo v. Uganda),
2005 1.C.J. 168, 345 (Dec. 19, 2005).

Bosnia and Herzegovina v. Serbia and Montenegro, Case No. 2007/2, Judg-
ment, 2007 I.C.J. 191 (Feb. 26, 2007).

Legal Consequences of the Construction of a Wall in the Occupied Palestin-
ian Territory, Advisory Opinion, 2004 1.C.J. 20 (July 9, 2004).

International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia

Prosecutor v. Blagojevi¢ & Jokié, Case No. IT-02—-60-T, Trial Chamber,
Judgement (Jan. 17,2005).

Prosecutor v. Karadzi¢, Case No. IT-95-5-A/18-1, 18-AR-98bis.1, Appeals
Chamber, Judgement as to Count 1 of the Indictment on Appeal of Acquit-
tal Pursuant to Rule 98 bis (Rule 98 bis) (July 11, 2013).

Prosecutor v. Krsti¢, Case No. IT-98-33-A, Appeals Chamber, Judgement
(Apr. 19, 2004).

Prosecutor v. Krstié, Case No. IT-98-33-T, Trial Chamber, Judgement (Aug. 2,
2001).

Prosecutor v. Mladié¢, Case No. IT-09-92-PT, Decision on Interlocutory
Appeal from the Trial Chamber Rule 98 bis Decision (24 July 2014).

Prosecutor v. Tadi¢, Case No. IT-94-1-T, Decision on the Defence Motion
on Jurisdiction (Aug. 10, 1995).



List of judicial decisions cited xix

Prosecutor v. Tadi¢, Case No. IT-94-1-T, Separate Opinion of Judge Sid-
hwa on Defence Motion for Interlocutory Appeal on Jurisdiction (Oct. 2,
1995).

International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda

Prosecutor v. Akayesu, Case No. ICTR-96—4-T, Trial Chamber I, Judgement
(Sept. 2, 1998).

Prosecutor v. Kayishema and Ruzindana, Appeals Chamber, Case No.ICTR-
91-1-A, Judgement (June 1,2001).

Prosecutor v. Kayishema and Ruzindana, Case No. ICTR-91-1-T, Trial
Chamber, Judgement of (May 21, 1999).

Prosecutor v. Rutaganda, Case No. ICTR-96-3-T, Trial Chamber, Judgment
(Dec. 6, 1999), affirmed, Appeals Chamber, Judgement, Case No. ICTR-
96-3-A (May 26,2003).

Prosecutor v. Semanza, Case No. ICTR-97-20-T, Trial Chamber, Judgement
(May 15, 2003).

International Military Tribunal

International Military Tribunal, Judgment and Sentences (1946), reprinted
in American Journal of International Law 41 (1947): 1-248.

Trial of the Major War Criminals Before the International Military Tribu-
nal, Nuremberg, 14 November 1945-1 October 1946, vol. 1 (New York:
William S. Hein & Co., 1946).

Iraqi courts

Al Anal, Special Verdict Pertaining to Case No 1/C Second/2006 (Iraqgi High
Tribunal, Second Criminal Court, June 24, 2007).

Israeli courts

District Court of Jerusalem. “‘Attorney General v. Eichmann, Criminal
Case No. 40/61, Judgment (Dec. 11, 1961), affirmed, ‘Attorney General v.
Eichmann’,” International Law Reports 36 (1962): 277.

League of Nations commissions and councils

Leo Amery. “Question of the Frontier between Turkey and Iraq,” League of
Nations Official Journal 6 (1925): 1440-1441.

Frontier Between Turkey and Iraq, League Council Doc. No. C.799.1925.
VII; Report, Paris, Nov. 20, from Father Paul Bedar, a Chaldaean Priest of
Zakho, Concerning the Recent Deportation by the Turks of the Assyro-
Chaldaean Christians in the district of Zakho (Dec. 11, 1925).

League of Nations, Question of the Frontier Between Turkey and Iraq: Report
Submitted to the Council by the Commission Instituted by the Council Res-
olution of September 30, 1924.



xx List of judicial decisions cited

League of Nations, Question of the Frontier between Turkey and Iraq,
Geneva, League Doc. No. C.549(1).M.187. 1925 V11, Sept. 19, 1925.

Ottoman courts martial

Takvim-i Vekayi #3771,s.1-2: Ma’muretii’l’dziz Taktil Mubakemeleri (Karar
Sureti) [The Harput Verdict].

United States courts

United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. “Movsesian v. Victoria
Versicherung AG,” West’s Federal Reporter, Third 629 (2010): 901, subse-
quent proceedings at Federal Reporter, Third 670 (2012): 1067, certiorari
denied sub nom. United States Supreme Court. “Arzoumanian v. Munchener
Ruckverischerungs-Gesellschaft Aktiengesellschaft AG,” Supreme Court
Reporter 133 (2013): 2795.

United States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit. “Filartiga v. Pefia-
Irala,” West’s Federal Reporter, Second 630 (1980): 876.

United States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit. “Kadic v. Karadzic,”
West’s Federal Reporter, Third 70 (1995): 232.

United States District Court for the Central District of California. “Deir-
menjian v. Deutsche Bank, AG,” West’s Federal Supplement, Second 526
(2007): 1073.

United States District Court for the District of Massachusetts. “Griswold v.
Driscoll,” West’s Federal Supplement, Second 625 (2009): 49, affirmed,
United States Court of Appeals for the First Circuit. “Griswold v. Driscoll,”
West’s Federal Reporter, Third 616 (2010): 53.

United States District Court for the District of New Jersey. “Iwanowa v.
Ford Motor Co.,” West’s Federal Supplement, Second 67 (1999): 424,
United States District Court for the Southern District of Ohio. “In the Mat-
ter of the Extradition of John Demjanjuk,” West’s Federal Supplement

612 (1985): 544.



Table of legislation

Treaties, conventions, agreements, charters, and protocols

Agreement between the State of Israel and the Federal Republic of Ger-
many, signed 10 September 1952, entered into force 27 March 1953, 162
U.N.T.S. 205.

Convention on Biological Diversity, adopted during the Earth Summit in
Rio de Janeiro on 5 June 1992, 1760 U.N.T.S. 79, 31 L.L.M. 818 (1992).

Convention on the Non-Applicability of Statutory Limitations to War Crimes
and Crimes Against Humanity, adopted by Resolution 2391 (XXIII) of
the U.N. General Assembly on 26 November 1968, entered into force on
11 November 1970, U.N. Doc. No. A/7218,754 UN.T.S. 73,16 L.L.M. 68.

Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide,
adopted by Resolution 260 (III) A of the UN. General Assembly on
9 December 1948, entered into force Jan. 12, 1951.

Protocol Relative to the Affairs of Turkey, signed at London, 31 March, 1877.

The Treaty of Lausanne, signed on 24 July 1923, entered into force on 6 August
1924, 28 League of Nations Treaty Series 11.

The Treaty of Peace between the Allied Powers and Turkey (Treaty of
Seévres), signed at Sévres, 10 August 1920, 49 Stat. 2692, 8 LN.T.S. 1133,
Great Britain, Treaty Series (1920), no. 11, Cmd. 964, 16-32.

The U.N. Economic, Social, and Cultural Organization Convention on the
Illicit Transfer of Cultural Property of 1970, adopted by UNESCO on 14
November 1970, entered into force on 24 April 1972, 823 UN.T.S. 231.

Resolutions and records of assemblies, (sub-)commissions,
committees, and councils

G.A. Res. 47/121, U.N. Doc. No. A/RES/47/121 (Dec. 18, 1992).

G.A. Res. 48/153, U.N. Doc. No. A/RES/48/153 (Dec. 20, 1993).

G.A. Res. 49/205, U.N. Doc. No. A/RES/49/205 (Dec. 23, 1994).

G.A. Res. 50/192, U.N. Doc. No. A/RES/50/192 (Dec. 22, 1995).

G.A. Res. 51/115, U.N. Doc. No. A/RES/51/115 (Dec. 12, 1996).

Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), Document
of the Copenhagen Meeting of the Conference on the Human Dimension,
adopted on 29 June 1990, 29 L.L.M. 1305 (1990).



xxii  Table of legislation

OSCE High Commissioner on National Minorities, “The Oslo Recommen-
dations Regarding the Linguistic Rights of National Minorities,” Interna-
tional Journal of Minority and Group Rights 6, no. 3 (1998): 319-328.

OSCE, Concluding Document of the Vienna Meeting 1986 of Represen-
tatives of the Participating States of the Conference on Security and
Co-Operation in Europe (1989).

S.C. Res. 827, U.N. Doc. No. S/RES/827 (May 25, 1993).

S.C. Res. 1546, U.N. Doc. No. S/RES/1546 (June 8, 2004).

S.C. Res. 1723, U.N. Doc. No. S/RES/1723 (Nov. 28, 2006).

S.C. Res. 1790, U.N. Doc. No. S/RES/1790 (Dec. 18, 2007).

U.N. Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, Consider-
ation of Reports, Comments and Information Submitted by States Par-
ties Under Article 9 of the Convention (Continued); Combined fifteenth
to twenty-first periodic reports of Iraq (continued), Eighty-fifth Ses-
sion, Summary Record of the 2308th meeting, U.N. Doc. No. CERD/C/
SR.2308 (Aug. 20,2014).

U.N. Economic and Social Council, Commission on Human Rights, Com-
mission on Human Rights, Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimi-
nation and Protection of Minorities (Agenda Item 4), Summary Record
of the 36th Meeting of the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimina-
tion and Protection of Minorities, Revised and Updated Report on the
Question of the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide,
38 UN ESCOR, 8-9, U.N. Doc. E/CN.4/Sub. 2/1985/6 (1985).

U.N. Economic and Social Council, Commission on Human Rights, Sub-
Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minori-
ties (Item 57) 7, Draft Resolution Submitted by Mr. Deschenes and
Mr. Mubanga-Chipoya, U.N. Doc. No. E/CN.4/Sub. 2/1985/L.15 (Aug. 29,
1985).

U.N. Economic and Social Council, Commission on Human Rights, Sub-
Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minori-
ties, Summary record of 36th meeting, (Item 57) 7, U.N. Doc. No. E/
CN.4/Sub.2/1985/SR.36 (Aug. 29, 19835).

U.N. Economic and Social Council, Commission on Human Rights, Sub-
commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minori-
ties, Rapporteur Nicodéme Ruhashyankiko. Study of the Question of the
Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (New York: The
United Nations, 1978).

U.N. General Assembly. Official Records of the General Assembly (New
York: The United Nations, 1991).

U.N. Human Rights Council, Decision S-4/101 (Dec. 13, 2006).

U.N. Human Rights Council, Resolution S-3/1 (Nov. 15, 2006).

U.N. Human Rights Council, Resolution 2006/2, Rights of Indigenous Peo-
ples (June 29, 2006).

U.N. Security Council, Draft Resolution [on Anniversary of Srebrenica
Massacre, Drafted by Jordan, Lithuania, Malaysia, New Zealand, United



Table of legislation xxiii

Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and United States of
America], UN. Doc. No. $/2015/508 (July 8,20135).

U.N. War Crimes Commission. Law Reports of Trials of War Criminals:
Four Genocide Trials (New York: Howard Fertig, 1948).

Bosnia and Herzegovina

Constitution of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, signed at Vienna,
March 18,1994, 33 LL.M. 740 (1994).

Council of the European Union

Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities, dated
1 February 1995, European Treaty Series No. 157.

Framework Decision 2008/913/JHA of 28 November 2008 on combating
racism and xenophobia.

Framework Decision on Racism and Xenophobia, 19 April 2007, Press
Release No. 8665/07, 2794th Council Meeting, Justice and Home Affairs
(19-20 April 2007).

Serbia: Compliance with Obligations and Commitments and Implementa-
tion of the Post-accession Co-operation Programme-Fourth Report (2008—
2009), COE Doc. No. SG/Inf (2009).

European Parliament

Resolution of 27 September 2006 on Turkey’s Progress Towards Accession,
A6-0269/2006, P6_TA(2006)0381.

Resolution of 12 March 2009 on Turkey’s progress report 2008, B6-0105/
2009, P6_TA-PROV(2009)0134.

Resolution of 6 April 2006 on Iraq: the Assyrian Community, Situation in
Iraqi Prisons, P6_TA(2006)0143.

National legislation

Germany

Drucksache 18/8613 (31 May 2016), Erinnerung und Gedenken an den
Volkermord an den Armeniern und anderen christlichen Minderheiten in
den Jahren 1915 und 1916.

Hellenic Republic

Law No. 4285/2014, Gazette of the Hellenic Republic, Part A, No. 191
(Sept. 10,2014).

Ottoman Empire

bl 538 (Kanidin-u Esdsi) [Constitution/Basic Law of 1876].



xxiv  Table of legislation
Sweden

Motion 2008/09:U332 Folkmordet 1915 pa armenier, assyrier/syrianer/
kaldéer och pontiska greker [text of the resolution], www.riksdagen.se.

Republic of Turkey

Iskan Kanunu [Settlement or Re-Settlement Law], No. 2510 (June 14, 1934),
Resmi Gazete, No. 2733, Diistur [Code of Laws], Third Set, vol. 15, 460.

Soy Adi Kanunu [Law on Last Names], No. 2525 (June 21, 1934), Diistur
[Code of Laws], Third Set, vol. 15, addenda (Ankara: Tuurkiye Biiyiik
Meclis, 1282-1283).

Tiirk Ceza Kanunu [Turkish Penal Code], art. 159 (Jan. 3, 1926).

Tiirk Ceza Kanunu [Turkish Penal Code], art. 301, Law No. 5237 (Sept. 26,
2004).

United States

Act of 1816, ch. 206.

State of California, Assembly Concurrent Resolution No. 144-Genocide Pre-
vention and Awareness Month (2010), http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/
faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=200920100ACR144.

State of California, Senate Joint Resolution No. 21 (May 12, 2014), http://
leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=2013
20140SJR21.

Sudan Peace Act, 50 U.S.C. 1701 note, Public Law No. 107-2435.


http://www.riksdagen.se
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=200920100ACR144
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201320140SJR21
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201320140SJR21
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=200920100ACR144
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=2013

1 The Assyrian genocide across
history

Collective memory, legal theory,
and power politics

Hannibal Travis

Introduction

The identity of the Assyrians was complicated for political and religious rea-
sons even prior to 1915. Before considering the Assyrian genocide and its
remembrance, it is necessary to locate the Assyrian people in the region and
in history. The Assyrian people shares a homeland divided among four
states, comprised principally of the ~aw (Nineveh) plains region of Iraq, the
HakkarT and cass sa\, [7r “Abdin] (Tur Abdin) regions of Turkey, the Urmia
region of Iran, and the Khabour river and Aleppo regions of Syria. Assyri-
ans, historically, migrated between these regions, whether for trade, to flee
persecution, or as a result of deportation.

The Assyrian identity

Ancient inscriptions and records have confirmed an ancient Assyrian pres-
ence from the region near Nineveh (Mesopotamia) to the former Assyrian
colonies in the northeast (Persia) and northwest (Anatolia).! The ancient
Assyrian religion was practiced in southeastern Anatolia and northern Iraq
prior to the conversion of many of the Assyrians to Christianity, and in the
vestigial form of charms and superstitions probably until the present time.?

1 AK. Grayson, “Assyria: Assur-Dan II to Ashur-Nirari V,” in John Boardman (Ed.), The Cam-
bridge Ancient History: 111 Part 1: The Prebistory of the Balkans and the Middle East and
the Aegean World (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1982), 260-264; D.J. Wiseman,
“Assyria,” in Geoffrey W. Bromiley (Ed.), International Standard Bible Encyclopedia: A-D,
vol. 1 (Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing, 1995), 334-335; Shigeo Yamada, The
Construction of the Assyrian Empire: A Historical Study of the Inscriptions of Shalmaneser
II1 (859-824 BC) Relating to His Campaigns in the West (Leiden: Brill, 2000), 68-76; Hugh
F Russell, “Shalmaneser’s Campaign to Urartu in 856 BC and the Historical Geography of
Eastern Anatolia According to the Assyrian Sources,” Anatolian Studies 34 (1984): 171-201.

2 Polymnia Athanassiadi. “Persecution and Response in Late Paganism: The Evidence of Dam-
ascius,” The Journal of Hellenic Studies 113 (1993): 1-24, 24; H.]J.W. Drijvers, Cults and
Beliefs at Edessa (Leiden: Brill, 1980), 175-176; Michael Morony, Iraq after the Muslim
Conquest (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1984), 416-420; Michael Morony,
“Magic and Society in Late Sassanian Iraq,” in Joel Walker et al. (Eds.), Prayer, Magic, and
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The ancient Assyrian religion was practiced in southeastern Anatolia and
northern Iraq prior to the conversion of many of the Assyrians to Christi-
anity,® in nearby Harran until almost 1,000 years after the death of Jesus
Christ, and in southeastern Anatolia, northern Iraq, eastern Syria, and far
southern Iraq and Iran until the twentieth century in the attenuated forms
of Yezidism and Mandaeanism.* Christianity emerged alongside ancient
Assyrian religion, not after its death.’ The ancient names and stories of the
Assyrians also persist in the attenuated form of Yezidism, Mandaeanism,
and Magianism/Zoroastrianism in eastern Anatolia, Iran, Iraq, and Syria.®
Assyrian Christian populations are descended from groups that practiced
ancient Assyrian religions and that lived in a place that was called 1o [ 'Atiir]
(Assyria) when Christianity arrived.” According to the sixth century CE his-
tory of Christianity in Assyria by Mshiha Zkha, Addai was the apostle of
“Adiabene and Assyria” and named Pqidha as bishop of that region.? In the
eastern Christian tradition, Saint Thomas the Apostle sent Addai to evan-
gelize the east, where Assyrian and Babylonian doctrines of the fallen but
risen lord who became king of kings had long been prevalent.’ Assyria and

the Stars in the Ancient and Late Antique World (University Park, PA: Penn State Press,
2003), 83-107; Simo Parpola, “Mesopotamian Precursors to the Hymn of the Pearl,” in
R.M. Whiting (Ed.), Melammu Symposia 2: Mythology and Mythologies. Methodological
Approaches to Intercultural Influences. Proceedings of the Second Annual Symposium of
the Assyrian and Babylonian Intellectual Heritage Project (Helsinki: The Neo-Assyrian Text
Corpus Project, 2001), 191, www.helsinki.fi/science/saa; Simo Parpola, “National and Eth-
nic Identity in the Neo-Assyrian Empire and Assyrian Identity in Post-Empire Times,” in
Onver Cetrez, Sargon Donabed and Aryo Makko (Eds.), The Assyrian Heritage: Threads
of Continuity and Influence (Uppsala: Uppsala Universitat, 2012), 347, 16; Judah Segal,
Edessa, the “Blessed City” (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1970), 68; Hannibal Travis, “On the
Existence of National Identity before ‘Imagined Communities’: The Example of the Assyr-
ians of Anatolia, Mesopotamia, and Persia,” in Cetrez, Donabed, and Makko (Eds.), The
Assyrian Heritage, 87-125; William Wigram, The Assyrians and their Neighbors (Piscat-
away, NJ: Gorgias Press, reprint ed., 2002), 186-207.

3 Travis, “National Identity,” 87-100.

4 Athanassiadi, “Persecution and Response,” 24; Drijvers, Edessa, 175-176; Morony, Iraq,
416-420; Morony, “Magic,” 83-107; Parpola, “Mesopotamian Precursors,” 191; Parpola,
“National and Ethnic Identity,” 18-19, 34-38; Segal, Edessa, 68; Travis, “National Identity,”
113-116; Wigram, The Assyrians and their Neighbors, 186-207.

5 Travis, “National Identity,” 87-100.

6 Ibid., 120-131.

7 Ibid., 87-100. See also, “The Large Inscription of Darius From Behistun,” in Robert Fran-
cis Harper (ed.), Assyrian and Babylonian Literature: Selected Translations (New York: D.
Appleton & Co., 1904), 178.

8 A.J. Maclean, “Syrian Christians,” in James Hastings, John Alexander Selbie and Louis Her-
bert Gray (Eds.), Encyclopedia of Religion and Ethics, vol. 12 (New York: Charles Scrib-
ner & Sons, 1922), 170.

9 George Lamsa and William Chauncey Emhardt, The Oldest Christian People (New York,
NY: Macmillan, 1926), 28. See also, Simo Parpola, “Sons of God: The Ideology of Assyrian
Kingship,” Archaeology Odyssey (Nov./Dec. 1999), 16-24.
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nearby ~\=iw [’Arbela] (Arbela/Irbil) had Christian bishops between 100
and about 250 years after the death of Jesus Christ.'® The Assyrian oral
tradition is that Assyrians settled in Urmia in the time of the ancient Assyr-
ian empire. The story is that the people of Edessa counseled St. Thomas
to preach to the Assyrians of Urmia, with whom the Edessans were famil-
iar.'! Within another century or so, there were more than twenty bishops
in the swath of territory from ,mi [ Urhay] (Edessa/Urfa/Ourfa) in Anatolia
through Armenia and Assyria to Persia.'? In the early fifth century, under the
Persian Empire, there were nearly forty-six bishoprics.!®> Nineveh became
the seat of a Christian bishop and a place where the Church of the East and
the Syrian Orthodox church vied for popularity.'

As the Apostles might have expected, medieval and early modern Assyr-
ian churches contained no images, relics, or statues.! The Assyrian church
preserved valuable manuscripts written in Aramaic, the language Jesus
spoke, until Kurds entered its churches, which had built with defense in
mind using thick stone, and plundered or destroyed the texts and every-
thing else.®

That the “Assyrians” survived as a population and not simply the inhab-
itants of a geographic zone is clear from ancient texts’ description of the
pagan heritage of the Edessan Christians as including the worship of the
Assyrian gods Bel, Nabu,'” and Nin-gal,'® rather than the Aramaean gods
Hadad, Atargatis, and Sahr/Sehr.!® The “Syriac” martyrdom and early
church chronicles also confirm the conversion of the Edessan Christians

10 Christoph Baumer, The Church of the East: An Illustrated History of Assyrian Christianity
(London: L.B. Tauris, 2006), 19-22; William Wigram, An Introduction to the History of the
Assyrian Church: Or, the Church of the Sassanid Persian Empire, 100—640 A.D. (London:
Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 1909), 24-43, 69.

11 Geoffrey Khan, The Neo-Aramaic Dialect of the Assyrian Christians of Urmi, vol. 1
(Leiden: Brill, 2016), 233.

12 Baumer, The Church of the East, 15; Wigram, History of the Assyrian Church, 24-43, 69,
103-104, 246.

13 Wigram, History of the Assyrian Church, 103.

14 Hilarion Alfiyev, “Issac of Nineveh,” in William Johnston (Ed.), Encyclopedia of Monasti-
cism: A-L (Abingdon and New York: Routledge, 2000), 667; Hilarion Alfiyev, The Spiritual
World of Isaac the Syrian (Collegville, MN: Liturgical Press, 2016), https://books.google.
com/books?id=ShPODAAAQBAJ&pg=PT27; John Arendzen, “Isaac of Nineveh,” in The
Catholic Encyclopedia, vol. 8 (New York: Robert Appleton Co., 1910), www.newadvent.
org/cathen/08176a.htm; Orthodox Church in America, St Isaac the Syrian the Bishop of
Nineveb (2011), https://oca.org/.

15 Lamsa and Emhardt, The Oldest Christian People, 60.

16 Ibid., 60, 62.

17 “The Doctrine of Addaeus,” in William Cureton (Ed. and trans.), Ancient Syriac Docu-
ments Relative to the Earliest Establishment of Christianity in Edessa and the Neighboring
Countries (Amsterdam: Oriental Press, 1967), 14.

18 John Gray, The Legacy of Canaan: The Ras Shamra Texts and their Relevance to the Old
Testament (Leiden: Brill, 1957), 20.

19 D.J. Wiseman, Cylinder Seals of Western Asia (London: Batchworth Press, 1959), 46-48.
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from the worship of the Assyrian gods Bel and Nabu.?® The early church
in Mesopotamia competed with Assyrian magic before the seventh century
CE.?! Ancient Assyrian rituals such as the “medicine of life” were used in
the Syrian Orthodox liturgy.?> The Akkadian terms for father and brother,
bread and water, sun and moon, among others, are still in use in “Syriac.”?3
Akkadian hymns of praise for the Assyrian gods appeared in reference to
the Christian God, Christ and the earthly church.?* The Assyrians honored
Sames, the Sun god, well into the Christian period, in Adiabene (which
spanned from Arbil to Tur Abdin) and the rest of Persian Assyria.?’ Even
in the nineteenth century CE, Assyrians continued casting ancient magical
spells.2® The patriarch of the Edessan Christians, Michael Rabo, identi-
fied his flock with the “Oturoye” or the Assyrians of Mesopotamia.?” Bar
Hebraeus, the Catholicos of the Syrian Orthodox Church and chronicler of
its patriarchate, referenced Assyria as a key area in which his church was
active.?

With the spread of Christianity, Assyrians began converting their temples
to churches, or destroying them, and prohibiting ancient Assyrian rituals
while adopting Judeo-Christian names.?’ However, towns such as ~i\»

20 Jonas C. Greenfield, “The Wisdom of Ahiqar,” in Al kanfei Yonah: Collected Studies of
Jonas C. Greenfield on Semitic Philology (Leiden: Brill, 2001), 336-342; E.C. Conybeare
and J. Rendel Harris (Eds.), The Story of Abikar (London: C.J. Clay & Sons, 1898), xiii,
xxvil; Francis Burkitt, Early Eastern Christianity: St. Margaret’s Lectures, 1904, on the
Syriac-Speaking Church (London: John Murray, 1904), 19-20; Suha Rassam, “Mar Beh-
nam: The Monastery of Saint Behnam,” in Erica Hunter (ed.), The Christian Heritage of
Iraq (Piscataway, NJ: Gorgias Press, 2009), 80, 82.

21 Morony, Iraq after the Muslim Conquest, 416-418, 420; Morony, “Magic and Society,”
83-107.

22 Sebastian Brock, “Syriac Culture, 337-425,” in John Bagnell Bury et al. (Eds.), The Cam-
bridge Ancient History: The Late Empire, A.D. 337-425 (Cambridge: Cambridge Univer-
sity Press, 1998), 713.

23 Wigram, The Assyrians and their Neighbors, 180.

24 Amar Annus, “The Survivals of the Ancient Syrian and Mesopotamian Intellectual Tradi-
tions in the Writings of Ephrem Syrus,” Ugarit-Forschungen 38 (2006): 1-25; Joel Walker,
“The Legacy of Mesopotamia in Late Antique Iraq: The Christian Martyr Shrine at Melgi
(Neo-Assyrian Milgia),” ARAM: The Journal of Syro-Mesopotamian Studies 19 (2007):
483,491-508.

25 Morony, Iraq after the Muslim Conquest, 384, 386, 397.

26 Wigram, The Assyrians and their Neighbors, 186-190.

27 Dorothea Weltecke, “Michael the Syrian and Syriac Orthodox Identity,” in R.B. ter Haar
Romeny (Ed.), Religious Origins of Nations?: The Christian Communities of the Mid-
dle East (Leiden: Brill 2010), 115-126, 119; See also, Richard Frye, “Assyria and Syria:
Synonyms,” Journal of the Near East Society 51 (1992): 283-2835; Muriel Debié, “Syriac
Historiography and Identity Formation,” in ter Haar Romeny (Ed.), Religious Origins of
Nations?, 93-114, 104, 106.

28 Richard N. Frye, “Mapping Assyria,” in Ideologies as Intercultural Phenomena, 77; Norman
Maclean, “Bar-Hebraeus,” in Hugh Chisholm (Ed.), 3 The Encyclopedia Britannica (Cam-
bridge and New York: Cambridge University Press, 1910), 400; cf. Sebastian Brock, “Syriac
Sources for Seventh-Century History,” in Syriac Perspectives on Late Antiquity, 23.

29 Morony, Iraq after the Muslim Conquest, 394-395, 416-417.
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[Harranu or Képpoa] (Harran), Hatra [Hatral, Beth Garma, and Nippur con-
tinued to be sites of ancient Assyrian rites and vestiges of Assyro-Babylonian
worship.3® Even in the Christian stronghold of Edessa, ancient Assyrian
practices such as using magical charms, medicine, and divination persisted
until at least the fifth century A.D.3!

In 1553, the Catholic Church created a Catholic patriarch for Assyrians,
inviting a Nestorian [Nest#ri or Nasturi] Christian leader to fill this role.3?
The Vatican established this patriarchate for “the Assyrian Nation,” or the
Chaldeans.”33 The Chaldeans [Keldani or Kildani or Keldoye] retained many
Assyrian customs, however.3*

Assyrian communities continued to exist in the twentieth century. When
they came to the United States, not only the “eastern Assyrians” but also the
Syrian Orthodox Christians, sometimes now known as “Arameans,” actu-
ally referred to themselves and their churches as “Assyrian.”3* Moreover, at
the Paris Peace Conference, the Syrian Orthodox patriarchate (of Antioch),
under the signature of Mor Ignatius Severius Aphrem I Barsoum, asked for
the “emancipation” of and compensation for the residents of upper Meso-
potamia, “our ancient assyrian nation.”3°

Despite this history, Assyrians have sometimes been known by diverse
denominational and quasi-denominational terms as “Nestorians,” Chaldeans,
Jacobites, Syrians, Syriacs, and “Syriac-speaking Christians.”3” “Syrian” is the
English form, as “Syrien” is the French and “Syrer” is the German, of the

30 Ibid., 395, 411-415.

31 Ibid., 416.

32 Charles Frazee, Catholics and Sultans: The Church and the Ottoman Empire 1453-1923
(Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 2006), 57.

33 Jean Maurice Fiey, Assyrie chrétienne, vols. 2-3 (Beirut: Imprimerie catholique, 1965),
391; Xavier Koodapuzha, “Faith and Communion in the Indian Church of Saint Thomas
Christians,” in St. Thomas Christian Encyclopaedia, vol. 2 (Kerala, India: Oriental Insti-
tute of Religious Studies, 1982), 59; “Patriarch and Patriarchate,” in The Catholic Ency-
clopedia, vol. 11 (New York: Robert Appleton Company, 1911), www.newadvent.org/
cathen/11549a.htm. See also, Ghassan Hanna, “The Assyrian-Chaldean Dilemma — One
Nation, Two Names, Part II,” Al Muntada Mag. (June 9, 2000), www.chaldeansonline.
org/ghassan/dilemma-part2.html (although there were Christians in Babylonia and Assyria,
“only those inhabitants of ‘Assyria’ (due to its geographical location and its mountainous
landscape) were able to survive massacres and resist forceful ‘religious conversions’”); Tra-
vis, Genocide in the Middle East, 165-168, 171 (similar).

34 Lamsa and Emhardt, The Oldest Christian People, 78-79.

35 Sargon Donabed and Ninos Donabed, Assyrians of Eastern Massachusetts (Charleston,
SC: Arcadia, 2006), 80; Sargon Donabed and Shamiran Mako, “Ethno-cultural and Reli-
gious Identity of Syrian Orthodox Christians,” Chronos: Revue d’Histoire de I’Université
de Balaman 19 (2009): 80-81, 112, http://docs.rwu.edu/fcas_fp/53/.

36 Memorandum from Mar Severius Barsoum, Archbishop of Syria, Delegate for Patriarchate
of Antioch, to Lloyd George, British Prime Minister, EO. 371, E. 1221, 6 Feb. 1920, www.
bethsuryoyo.com/images/Articles/AframBarsom/AfBarsomé.html. Barsoum became patri-
arch in 1933.

37 E.g., Gaunt, Massacres, 25, 176-177,228-230, 250-526, 300-315.
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modern Assyrian or neo-Aramaic term “Siraya,” or in Arabic or Turk-
ish “Siirydn,” which becomes “Siryaye” or “Siiryini” to refer to the peo-
ple.3® For this reason, in the Turkish language, the Assyrian genocide is
sometimes known as the Syrian/Nestorian genocide or “Siiryan: Nasturi
Soykirim.”3® Some of these are erroneous because modern Assyrians,
including the Syrian Orthodox Christians often known as “Syrians” in the
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, do not speak literary Syriac.*
The International Association of Genocide Scholars used Assyrian as an
umbrella term for the Nestorians, Chaldeans, Jacobites, Syrians, Arame-
ans, and “Syriacs.”*! Similarly, Adam Jones maintains that the “Assyrian”
is the historically prevalent term for the various indigenous inhabitants
of northwestern Persia, southeastern Anatolia, and upper Mesopotamia.*
Moreover, religious historian Dorothea Weltecke and other scholars have
shown that the patriarchate of the medieval Syrian Orthodox church, the
church of Antioch, described the ancient Assyrians as the ancestors of the
region’s Christians.*3

The identities of the Assyrians before 1915 may have been tied to local
contexts, more so than a national or transnational identity narrative. Lit-
eracy was limited, and nationalist literature began to be printed and distrib-
uted in the late eighteenth and early twentieth century.** Activists such as

38 Parpola, “National and Ethnic Identity,” 13-15; Mark Tomass, “Multiple Resource-Sharing
Groups as Basis for Identity Conflict,” in Cetrez, Donabed, and Makko (Eds.), The Assyr-
ian Heritage, 243-269, 247.

39 The phrases Asuri Soykirnmi and Ermeni-Asuri-Keldani Soykirimi have also been used.
Gabriele Yonan, Asur Soykirimi: Unutulan Bir Holocaust (Istanbul: Pencere Yayinlari,
1999).

40 Sargon Donabed, “Rethinking Nationalism and an Appellative Conundrum: Historiogra-
phy and Politics in Iraq,” National Identities 4, no. 2 (2012): 1-41, 1-6, http://papers.ssrn.
com/s013/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2089774.

41 Tbid., 4.

42 Adam Jones, Genocide: A Comprehensive Introduction (Abingdon and New York: Rout-
ledge, 2nd ed., 2010), 173.

43 Debie, “Syriac Historiography,” 104-106; Dorothy Weltecke, “Michael the Syrian and
Syriac Orthodox Identity,” in ter Haar Romeny (Ed.), Religious Origins of Nations?, 119.

44 Adam Becker, Revival and Awakening: American Evangelical Missionaries in Iran and the
Origins of Assyrian Nationalism (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2015), 5, 33, 328,
332; Bruce Masters, Christians and Jews in the Arab World: The Roots of Sectarianism
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, paperback ed., 2004), 47; H.L. Murre-van den
Berg, “A Syrian Awakening: Alqosh and Urmia as Centres of Neo-Syriac Writing,” in R.
Lavenant (Ed.), Symposium Syriacum VII [1996] (Rome: Orientalia Christiana Analecta
256, 1998), 499-515, 499-502, 513. Murre-van den Berg remarks that the influence of
Catholicism and Protestantism broke up into smaller denominational groups what was
once a “relatively homogeneous Syrian tradition.” “A Syrian Awakening,” 503. Regard-
ing “illiteracy,” a survey as recently as 2008 of fifty-eight Assyrians (Syriacs in Turkish
nationalist lingo) living in Midyat and the surrounding areas revealed that 71% had not
completed any higher education or even middle or high school. Hakan Samur, “Turkey’s
Europeanization Process and the Return of the Syriacs,” Turkish Studies 10, no. 3 (2009):
327-340, 330-331.
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Surma d’Bait Mar Shimun, Agha Petros, and Mor Severius Barsoum, each of
whom, as Chapters 8 and 9 suggest, attempted to a limited degree of success
to establish a common Assyrian identity across religious denominations and
differences in language or dialect among them. An overriding uniting fac-
tor was the use of a neo-Aramaic language at home; although this was not
universal, it may have been prevalent among Assyrians’ ancestors or neigh-
bors.*® However, their elites understood that they lived in Assyria and said
as much in correspondence with the Vatican, Western travelers, and internal
chronicles and manuscripts. Syriac religious texts, along with Jewish and
Roman sources from long before British or French imperial contact, referred
to the people as Assyrians.*® The use of Assyrian as a self-designation in pre-
modern times, but after the fall of Assyria and the rise of Greece, Rome, and
Persia, is evident from Herodotus, Persian inscriptions, church historians
such as Michael the Syrian, and the correspondence between the Catholic
Church and the Church of the East or the Chaldeans.*”

45 Bas ter Haar Romeny with Naures Atto, Jan van Ginkel, Mat Immerzel and Bas Snelders,
“The Formation of a Communal Identity among West Syrian Christians: Results and
Conclusions of the Leiden Project,” in R.B. ter Haar Romeny (Ed.), Religious Ori-
gins of Nations?, 38-42, 57; Samuel Moffett, A History of Christianity in Asia, vol. 2
(Mary Knoll, NY: Orbis, 2005), 379. The “common usage of self-identity of the inhabit-
ants of the Middle East until recent times was by clan, tribe or village, and little con-
cern was directed to larger designations. General membership in larger units was more
by religion than by political assignment.” Richard Frye, “Reply to John Joseph,” Journal
of Assyrian Academic Studies 13, no. 1 (1999): 69-70, 70, http://jaas.orgledocs/v13n1/
frye.pdf. See also, Efrem Yildiz, “The Assyrians: A Historical and Current Reality,”
Journal of Assyrian Academic Studies 13, no. 1 (1999): 15-30, www.researchgate.net/
publication/265031842_The_Assyrians_A_Historical_and_Current_Reality.

46 For Syriac texts, see Sebastian Brock, “Christians in the Sasanian Empire: A Case of Divided
Loyalties,” in Sebastian Brock (Ed.), Syriac Perspectives on Late Antiquity (London: Valo-
rium Reprints, 1984), 16-17; Travis, “On the Existence of National Identity,” 98-100.
For Jewish sources, see Flavius Josephus, Works, vol. 1 (Philadelphia: J.P. Lippincott Co.,
1856), 445; Travis, “On the Existence of National Identity,” 103. For Roman sources, see,
e.g., Kevin Butcher, Roman Syria and the Near East (London: The British Museum and
Los Angeles, CA: Getty Publications, 2003), 345; Travis, “On the Existence of National
Identity,” 92-94.

47 For internal manuscripts, see Michel le Syrien, Chronique, vol. 1, trans. J.B. Chabot (Paris:
Ernest Leroux, 1899), 32; Heleen Murre-Van den Berg, “Chaldzans and Assyrians: The
Church of the East in the Ottoman Period,” in Erica Hunter (Ed.), The Christian Heritage
of Iraq. Collected Papers From the Christianity of Iraq I-V Seminar Days (Piscataway, NJ:
Gorgias Press, 2009), 146-164, 159; George Yana, “Myth vs. Reality,” Journal of Assyrian
Academic Studies 14, no. 1 (2000): 78-82, 81, http://jaas.orgledocs/v14n1/e3.pdf. For cor-
respondence with the Vatican, see Fiey, Assyrie chrétienne, 391; John Strype, Annals of the
Reformation and Establishment of Religion and Other Various Occurrences in the Church
of England [Etc.], vol. 1 (Oxford: The Clarendon Press, 1824), 554; Dr. Walsh, “Account
of the Chaldean Christians,” The Christian Observer 26 (1827): 185-187, 186; Robert
Walsh, A Residence at Constantinople, vol. 2 (London: Westley & Davis, 1836), 410; Yana,
“Myth,” 79-80. For correspondence of the Assyrian patriarch with the king of Georgia, see
Yana, “Myth,” 79. For travel literature, see Donabed and Mako, “Syrian Orthodox Chris-
tians,” 76-84.
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Although Assyrians were divided by denomination into various eastern
rite churches, they understood that they spoke the same language across
these divides.*® The eastern rite or “Syrian” churches other than the Arme-
nians, Greeks, Copts, and Maronites were known at times as the Chaldeans,
Church of the East or Nestorians, Syrian Orthodox or Jacobites, and Syr-
ian Catholics.*’ Therefore, aside from the many references to so-called
“Syriac Christians” as Assyrians in premodern times, to say that Aramean
[‘aramaye] was the typical self-designation of the Suryaye prior to British
influence in the region is not accurate.’® Far from being a recent coinage,
as Butts, Joseph, Wilmshurst, and others suggest, “Assurayu” (Assyrian) is
an ancient self-designation, and its variant spelling “Sirayu” (Syrian) is the
original version of the medieval and modern self-designations Siraya and
Siiryoyo.’! According to an ancient Luwian inscription dedicated to an Ana-
tolian vassal or ally of ancient Assyria, “Assyrian” was translated as “Syr-
ian” [SHRYM and su+ra/i] in Phoenician and Luwian, cultures from which
Greeks may have learned.*?

For these reasons, “Assyrian” is a convenient shorthand for populations
with Aramaic-speaking and Syriac-reading roots, or for adherents of Syrian
rite churches (Chaldean, Nestorian, and Protestant converts from Chaldean or
Nestorian churches).’? The advantages of “Assyrian” over Aramean are two-
fold: (1) the stronger geographic link of upper Mesopotamia and northwestern
Persia with Assyria than with the Aramean kingdoms, which were based fur-
ther west in what is now Syria; and (2) avoiding reference to the biblical myth
of Aram, son of Shem, although some Christians used it to designate eastern

48 Eli Smith and H.G.O. Dwight, Missionary Researches in Armenia (London: George Wight-
man, 1834), 370-371; David Tappan Stoddard, Grammar of the Modern Syriac Language:
As Spoken in Oroomiah, Persia and in Koordistan (New Haven, CT: American Oriental
Society, 1855), 3.

49 “Rites,” in Charles Herbermann et al. (Eds.), The Catholic Encyclopedia, vol. 13 (New
York: The Encyclopedia Press, Inc., 1913), 85-86. See also, Arthur Maclean, A Dictionary
of the Dialects of Vernacular Syriac: As Spoken by the Eastern Syrians of Kurdistan, North-
west Persia, and the Plain of Mosul (Oxford: The Clarendon Press, 1901), ix.

50 This is the argument of Aaron Butts. “Assyrian Christians,” Academia.edu (2015),2,5,7,
http://s3.amazonaws.com/academia.edu.documents/36780681/ButtsAM_Assyrian
Christians.pdf? AWSAccessKeyld=AKIAJS6 TQJRTWSMTNPEA&Expires=1480392934&
Signature=recz6Po0KS5uZBBSIAJXrsozHtsU% 3D & response-content-disposition=
inline% 3B %20filename % 3DAssyrian_Christians.pdf.

51 Simo Parpola, “National and Ethnic Identity in the Neo-Assyrian Empire and Assyrian
Identity in Post-Empire Times,” Journal of Assyrian Academic Studies 18,no.2 (2008): 11,
http://jaas.org/edocs/v18n2/Parpola-identity_Article — Final.pdf.

52 Nathanael Andrade, ‘Imitation Greeks’: Being Syrian in the Greco-Roman World (175
BCE - 275 CE), Ph.D. Diss., University of Michigan, 2009, 11, https://books.google.com/
books?id=0TsSdzpN39MC&pg=PA11; Robert Rollinger, “The Terms ‘Assyria’ and ‘Syria’
Again,” Journal of Near Eastern Studies 65, no. 4 (2006): 284-287 284-285.

53 Andrea Laing-Marshall, Modern Assyrian Identity and the Church of the East: An Explora-
tion of their Relationship and the Rise of Assyrian Nationalism, From the World Wars to
1980, M. A. Thesis, Toronto School of Theology, 2001, 14, 38-39.
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Christians.** Nor is there much justification for distinguishing s~ [Amid]
(Diyarbakir or Diarbekir/Diarbeck) and its surroundings from the Mosul
region, because the Church of the East in the seventeenth century was divided
into “Amid of Assyria” as well as Babylonia, Arbil, Hakkari, Basra, and Persia.*

Some scholars, however, disagree with the use of “Assyrian” as an umbrella
term. Mark Levene, for example, may have influenced other genocide schol-
ars when he argued that the very word “Assyrian” was a piece of Orientalist
propaganda.’® He proposed that the identity referred to by most historians
and genocide scholars writing on the late Ottoman Empire as “Assyrian”
is actually “a religious creed” called “Syrian.” Levene correctly noted that
his position is shared by John Joseph of Franklin & Marshall College.>”
Joseph and Sebastian Brock have argued that “Assyria” was a term created
by Europeans for the Aramaic-speaking people of upper Mesopotamia.’®
Joseph undermined his own stance when, after coming under criticism, he
confirmed that Herodotus referred to the people of Mesopotamia and the
Mosul region as Assyrians in an ethnic or racial sense.’”® He also admits
that the Catholic, Anglican, and American churches referred to the Suraye/
Suryaya as “Assyrians” long before World War 1.

Assyrian population figures

According to British and Russian sources, there were up to 863,000 Assyrians
in Asiatic Turkey in the first decade of the twentieth century.®! Their Assyrian

54 K. Lawson Younger Jr., A Political History of the Arameans: From their Origins to the End
of their Polities (Atlanta: Society of Biblical Literature Press, 2016), 1, 35, 37, 41; Frederick
E. Greenspahn, An Introduction to Aramaic (Atlanta: Society for Biblical Literature Press,
2003), 6. On the myth of Aram, son of Shem, see the comment of Metropolitan Addai Sher,
quoted in Odisho Malko Gewargis (Youel Baaba trans.), “We Are Assyrians,” Journal of
Assyrian Academic Studies 16,n0.1 (2002): 93-94.

55 Fiey, Assyrie chrétienne, 391.

56 Mark Levene, “A Moving Target, the Usual Suspects and (Maybe) a Smoking Gun: The
Problem of Pinning Blame in Modern Genocide,” Patterns of Prejudice 3 (1999): 3-24, 4.
Levene does not analyze the sources from the period prior to British contact with Mesopo-
tamian people, which are analyzed in the work of many scholars of identity, religion, and
Mesopotamian and Anatolian cultures. Travis, “National Identity”.

57 John Joseph, The Modern Assyrians of the Middle East: Encounters With Western Chris-
tian Missions, Archaeologists, and Colonial Powers (Leiden, The Netherlands: Brill, 2000),
21; John Joseph, The Nestorians and THEIR Muslim Neighbors: A Study of Western Influ-
ence on their Relations (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University, 1961), 27-64; see also, John
Joseph, “Assyria and Syria: Synonyms?” Journal of Assyrian Academic Studies 11 (2008):
40.

58 Sebastian Brock, An Introduction to Syriac Studies (Piscataway, NJ: Gorgias Press, 2006),
68-69; Joseph, Nestorians, 18-19.

59 Joseph, “Assyria and Syria,” 40.

60 Joseph, The Modern Assyrians, 7, 18.

61 M.Y.A. Lilian, Assyrians of the Van District during the Rule of Ottoman Turks (Rabi Fransa
Babilla trans., Tehran: Assyrian Youth Cultural Society, 1968), www.aina.org/books/aov.
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population radiated south, east, and west from its center at the patriarchal
see of Mar Shimun in asas [Qidshanis| (Qudshanis or Kochanes) (Turkish:
Konak). About 165,000 to 190,000 Assyrians lived in the mountains before
1915.%% Consul Trotter, a “very highly regarded consul” for the British Empire
in eastern Anatolia, estimated that 259,600 Assyrians (Nestorians and other
Eastern Christians) lived in the vilayets of Van (containing Hakkari), Diyar-
bakir, Erzurum, and Harput [Kharpout] [Turkish: Ma’muretii’l’dziz].*® The
Syrian Orthodox Church had 150,000 to 200,000 members, and it claimed
90,000 dead in 1915-1918.%* Along with 100,000 Syrian Orthodox and
Chaldean or Syrian Catholics in the province of Diyarbekir,® there were
estimates of 200,000 Syrian Orthodox in the Ottoman Empire as a whole
prior to 1915.%¢ The Syrian Orthodox patriarch identified the affected areas
as including “the provinces of Bitlis, [Seert] and Kharpout and dependencies,
in Mesopotamia; the provinces of Diarbekir, Mardin, its dependencies and
Ourfa,” that is, eastern Asia Minor or eastern Turkey.®”

The Ottoman Assyrian population would have exceeded half a million in
1914, judging by the rate of increase of comparable populations. Smaller-
scale massacres and deportations are not necessarily inconsistent with some

Bim; Travis, Genocide in the Middle East, 273, citing FO. 424/106, Vice-Consul Emilius
Clayton, “Report on Reforms in Van,” in Bilal Simsir (Ed.), British Documents on Ottoman
Armenians (1856-1880) (Ankara: Turkish Historical Society, 1980), 645-646.

62 Said Namik and Rustem Nedjib, La question assyro-chaldéenne devant la conférance de
la paix |The Assyro-Chaldean Question at the Peace Conference] (Paris, 1919), cited in
Gaunt, Massacres, 406; Travis, Genocide in the Middle East, 238-239; David Wilmshurst,
The Ecclesiastical Organization of the Church of the East, 1318-1913 (Louvain: Peeters,
2000), 369.

63 Kemal Karpat, The Politicization of Islam: Reconstructing Identity, State, Faith, and Com-
munity in the Late Ottoman State (Oxford: Oxford UP, 2001), 210; Hannibal Travis, “The
Assyrian Genocide: A Tale of Oblivion and Denial,” in René Lemarchand (Ed.), Forgotten
Genocides: Oblivion, Denial, and Memory (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press,
2011), 125, 173; Travis, “On the Existence of National Identity,” 112.

64 Archevéché Syrien de Syrie, Liste des dommages que la nation syrienne ancienne orthodoxe
en Mesopotamie et Armenie, a subit pendent la guerre en 1915-1918, quoted in Sébastien
de Courtois, The Forgotten Genocide: The Eastern Christians, The Last Arameans (Pisca-
taway, NJ: Gorgias Press, 2004), 336. See also, De Courtois, The Forgotten Genocide, 78
(citing Oswald H. Parry, Six Months in a Syrian Monastery (Piscataway, NJ: Gorgias Press,
2004) [1895], vi); Travis, Genocide in the Middle East, 273. The church was known as
“syrienne ancienne Orthodoxe en Mesopotamie et en Armenie,” the Ancient Syrian Ortho-
dox Church of Mesopotamia and Syria.

65 Jacques Rhétoré, “Chrétiens aux bétes”; Souvenirs de la guerre sainté proclamée par les
Turcs contre les Chrétiens en 1915 (Paris: Cerf, 2005), 136; Gaunt, Massacres, 434.

66 Parry, Six Months in a Syrian Monastery, vi; Rhétoré, “Chréetiens aux bétes,” 136-138.

67 FO. 371/6356, XC 4360, E. 2540, Ignatius Elias I, Ancient Syrian Patriarch of Antioch,
to Earl Curzon of Kendleston, Foreign Secretary, United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, 16 Feb. 1921, in Naures Atto, Hostages in the Homeland, Orphans in the
Diaspora: Identity Discourses among the Assyrian/Syriac Elites in the European Diaspora
(Leiden: Leiden University Press, 2011), 545.
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population growth, because destitute and poorly educated people without
access to advanced medical services tend to have more children. A Brit-
ish Vice-Consul believed that in 1879, up to 500,000 Assyrians resided in
the Ottoman Empire.®® By the late 1890s, therefore, it seems reasonable
to assume an Ottoman Assyrian population of 600,000, given population
growth of 25% in the twenty years from 1879 to 1899.%° Another pos-
sibility is that Clayton indulged in an overestimate, and that the Assyro-
Chaldean delegation to the Paris Peace Conference was closer to the mark in
referring to about 350,000 Assyrians in Diyarbakir province, Hakkari, hivo
or Seert/Siirt/Sa’irt/Saird, and the northern parts of the Urfa/Aleppo region,
the population having been reduced by the massacres of 1894-1896.7°
There were about 140,000 Assyrians in Persia during the mid-nineteenth
century.”! Adding up the Ottoman and Persian Assyrian totals leads to an
overall Assyrian population of 740,000.72

Assyrian history in the nineteenth century

Nineteenth-century British travelers to the Middle East encountered the
Assyrians as a “bold and hardy race” that put up a “formidable” defense
of their mountain territories, properties, and churches “by force of arms.””3

68 Travis, Genocide in the Middle East, 239, citing Clayton, “Reforms in Van,” in Simsir (Ed.),
British Documents, 645-646.

69 Asnoted above, the Ottoman census and Armenian patriarchate’s figures reflect population
growth of 20% every twenty years to be reasonable. In the Soviet Union, the population of
the Armenian republic nearly doubled in one twenty-year period. E.g., Republic of Arme-
nia, National Statistical Service, A Brief Historical Review of the Censuses Conducted Pre-
viously in Armenia; IATP-Armenia, The Number of Men and Women in Armenia (Table 3)
(2003). By way of further comparison, the population of Iraq increased by nearly 75%
between the censuses of 1947 and 19635, from 4.8 to 8 million. Metz (Ed.), Irag: A Country
Study, http://countrystudies.us/iragq/25.htm. Turkey’s population increased by nearly 40%
from 1927 to 1945, and by nearly 50% from 1945 to 1965. E.g., Cevat Geray, Urban-
ization im Turkey (1965), http://dergiler.ankara.edu.tr/dergiler/42/435/8751.pdf; Whkmla,
Turkey 1960-1971 (2007), www.zum.de/whkmla/region/asmin/turkey19601971.html;
Helen Chapin Metz (Ed.), Turkey: A Country Study (Washington, DC: Library of Congress,
1995), http://countrystudies.us/turkey/24.htm. An increase over forty years of about 50%
in the Assyrian population of present-day Turkey, Iraq, and Syria as of 1859, estimated
by Western travelers at 400,000 Assyrians, would also have resulted in 600,000 Ottoman
Assyrians in 1899. Thomas Milner, The Ottoman Empire: The Sultans, the Territory, and
the People (London: The Religious Tract Society, 1799), 296, 312.

70 Namik and Nedjib, La question assyro-chaldéenne, quoted in Gaunt, Massacres, 405-406.

71 Evand Abrahamian, Iran between Two Revolutions (Princeton: Princeton University Press,
1982), 12, 15.

72 Again, assuming that the Assyro-Chaldean delegation to Paris was closer to the mark, this
figure would be more like 425,000, excluding Mosul province and modern Syria, with
78,000 of those representing the population of the Urmia and Salamas region. Namik and
Nedjib, La question assyro-chaldéenne, quoted in Gaunt, Massacres, 405-406.

73 Aboona, Assyrians, Kurds, and Ottomans, 37.
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Their population spanned the southeastern corner of what is now Turkey,
the northwestern corner of what is now Iran, and the northwestern corner
of what is now Iraq. From the Persian conquest to the partition of the Otto-
man Empire, the northernmost eastern Assyrians in Ottoman lands often
submitted to the temporal as well as the spiritual jurisdiction of the Church
of the East patriarch, Mar Shimun.”* His seat was in Qudshanis, to the
north of Julamerk, west of Urmia and northeast of Tur Abdin, as illustrated
in Figures 1.1-1.2.

In the middle of the nineteenth century, the Islamic Emir of Hakkari
and the Kurdish warlord Bedr Khan Beg targeted and killed the Assyrians,
including the family of the patriarch.” The Turkish governor of the Pashalic
of Mosul gave leave to Bedr Khan to “punish the Christians.””® Accord-
ing to one report: “Troops were sent out . . . in every direction to destroy
the surrounding villages. The war was little more now than a succession of
massacres. The Kurds passed from place to place, slaying the people.””” The
British diplomat Austen Henry Layard wrote that “Bedr Khan Bey, in 1843,
invaded the Tiyari districts, massacred in cold blood nearly 10,000 of their
inhabitants, and carried away as slaves a large number of women and chil-
dren.””® A substantial portion of the Assyrian population of Hakkari was
exterminated.”’

Thousands of Assyrians died in the Ottoman massacres of 1895.8° An
Assyrian religious scholar in Mosul, writing in 1895, recounted how mas-
sacres of Christians occurred

in the city of Amid and the villages round about . . . and in Se’erd and
Batlis; and in all the countryside and cities and villages, where there
were Syrians and Armenians, they killed them without mercy . . . [a]nd
their wives and children were taken away captive.®!

74 Ibid.

75 FO.195/204, July 20, 1843, Rassam to Taylor; EO. 195/228 Mosul July 29, 1843, Rassam
to Canning, quoted in Aboona, Assyrians, Kurds, and Ottomans, 197-198.

76 Henry Ross, Letters From the East, ed. J. Ross (London: J. M. Dent & Co., 1902), 33,
quoted in Aboona, Assyrians, Kurds, and Ottomans, 203.

77 Thomas Laurie, Dr. Grant and the Mountain Nestorians (Edinburgh: Johnstone & Hunter,
1855),269-276.

78 A. Henry Layard, A Popular Account of Discoveries at Nineveh (London: John Murray,
1851), 122, quoted in Aboona, Assyrians, Kurds, and Ottomans, 211. See also, Janet Klein,
The Margins of Empire: Kurdish Militias in the Ottoman Tribal Zone (Palo Alto, CA: Stan-
ford University Press, 2011), 58, 208.

79 Abraham Yohannan, The Death of a Nation, or the Ever Persecuted Nestorians or Assyrian
Christians (New York and London: G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 1916), 2-3, 111-112.

80 Joseph Naayem, Shall this Nation Die? (New York: Chaldean Rescue, 1921), 274.

81 Quoted in Martin Sprengling, “Antonius Rhetor on Versification: With an Introduction and
Two Appendices,” The American Journal of Semitic Languages 32 (1916): 145-238, 204.
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Figure 1.2 Map of Ottoman provinces, circa 1909

Source: William Patten & J.E. Homans (Eds.), New Encyclopedic Atlas and Gazetteer of the
World (New York: P.E. Collier & Son, 1909), 95.
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Anahit Khosroeva also writes that large-scale abductions of women occurred
during this time.??

The events actually began in 1894, when 10,000 Armenians were mas-
sacred, after which a further 4,000 were killed in the Sivas area by Kurd-
ish forces, and 800 were slain in the Harput area.?? The British Blue Book
Turkey referred to 8,000 Armenian or other Christians having been slain in
the Diyarbakir area in 1895-1896, with more than 500 Armenian girls and
children having been kidnapped by Kurds there and in the Silvan area.?*
Another British official tasked with conducting an investigation of some
of these events together with two Ottoman officials reported that 8,000
Armenians had perished in Edessa/Urfa, with Ottoman crowds proclaim-
ing that “‘no Christians are to be left in the country.’”® British diplomats
complained to the Ottoman Foreign Ministry in 1896 that more than 100
“Christians remain in the hands of the Kurds,” having presumably been
abducted and manifesting “fear.”® A French study commented that at
“Bitlis, Van, Harput . . . the same horrors occurred, followed naturally by
extreme misery.”%”

Religion and territorial security in late Ottoman history

From modest beginnings in the early fourteenth century, the Ottoman polity
marched across continents to vie with the European empires and Persia for
dominance over Eurasia.®® While most of its history and politics is beyond
the scope of this volume, it is necessary to briefly review the form of govern-
ment, role of religion, and geopolitical situation of the empire.

The Ottoman Sultan inherited modes of governance and territorial divi-
sions from the caliphs of Islam, the eastern Roman emperors, and the first

82 Anahit Khosroeva, “The Assyrian Genocide in the Ottoman Empire and Adjacent Territo-
ries,” in Richard Hovannisian (Ed.), The Armenian Genocide: Cultural and Ethical Lega-
cies (New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction, 2005), 7, 268-269.

83 Selim Deringil, ““The Armenian Question Is Finally Closed’: Mass Conversions of Arme-
nians in Anatolia during the Hamidian Massacres of 1895-1897,” Comparative Studies
in Society and History 51, no. 2 (2009): 344-371, 362, citing Vice-Consul Hallward to
Consul Cumberlach, Mar. 17, 1896; British Blue Book: Turkey, 1896. See also, “American
Responsibility in Turkey,” Chicago Tribune, Nov. 17,1895, 32.

84 Blue Book Turkey, No. 8 (London: Her Majesty’s Stationery Office, 1896), 127.

85 Deringil, ““The Armenian Question,”” 364-3635, citing G.R. Berridge, Gerald Fitzmau-
rice (1865-1939): Chief Dragoman of the British Embassy in Turkey 2 (Leiden: Brill,
2007), 27.

86 Quoted in ibid., 361.

87 “Les Affairs Arméniennes,” in Bat Ye’or (Ed.), The Decline of Eastern Christianity under
Islam: From Jibad to Dhimmitude (London: Associated University Presses, 1996),437-438.

88 Harry Howard, “The Reduction of Turkey From an Empire to a National State,” The
Open Court 46 (1932): 291-292, http://opensiuc.lib.siu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=
4439&context=0c¢j.
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two Turco-Islamic empires, the Seljuks and Timurids.?® Politically, the Sultan
was an absolute ruler, leading to charges of “Oriental despotism,” particu-
larly from the British and the Germans.”® In practice, however, the power of
the Sultan was divided and limited by the zimmi (protection or protected;
Arabic: dbimmi) and millet (religion or religious community; Arabic: milla)
systems; a quasi-nobility of viziers (administrative advisers), pashas (lords),
aghas (chiefs or commanders), and guilds; the Meclis-i Mebiisdn or lower
house of the parliamentary council known as the Chamber of Deputies and
the Meclis-i Ayan or upper house known as the Chamber of Notables; the
role of Western consular officials and financiers; and the poor state of com-
munication and infrastructure.”® Turkoman and Kurdish tribes and tribal
confederations were particularly likely to enjoy local autonomy, some schol-
ars maintain.’> The millet system permitted vetted religious minority leaders
to adjudicate religious matters, administer religious properties, and handle
often minor issues.”® A lack of personal security and exclusion from impor-
tant political and administrative posts plagued minorities, particularly in
the period before the “Capitulations” of 1839-1876, until a series of mass
atrocities broke out during the Balkan and Armenian struggles as well as
Kurdish and Circassian expansion.”* The European powers and especially
Britain, France, and Russia pressured the Ottomans to increase the rights of
Christian subjects, and to reform certain laws.”’

89 E.g., Donald Quataert, The Ottoman Empire 1700-1912 (Cambridge: Cambridge Univer-
sity Press, 200S5), 3-4.

90 1Ibid., 32; Albert Hourani, Minorities in the Arab World (Oxford: Oxford University Press,
1947), 19. See also, G.W.E. Hegel, The Philosophy of History, trans. J. Sibree (New York:
The Colonial Press, 1899), 161; Leslie Schumacher, A ‘Lasting Solution’: The Eastern
Question and British Imperialism, 1875-1878, Ph.D. Diss., University of Minnesota, 2012,
3,75, 99.

91 Juan Eduardo Campo (Ed.), Encyclopedia of Islam (New York: Infobase Publishing, 2009),
703; Hourani, Minorities, 17, 19; Masters, Christians and Jews, 73-74, 140; Erdem Sonmez,
“From Kanun-1 kadim (Ancient Law) to Umumun Kuvveti (Force of People): Historical Con-
text of the Ottoman Constitutionalism,” Middle Eastern Studies 52 (2016): 116-134; S.C.
Wyatt, “The Economic and Financial Situation in Turkey: Some Observations,” Journal of the
Royal Central Asian Society 21 (1934): 216-236,217. The parliament was dismissed and the
constitution ignored starting in 1878, only to be restored in the Second Constitutional Period
or “Young Turk” era of 1908-1918/1922. Vahakn Dadrian, The History of the Armenian
Genocide: Ethnic Conflict From the Balkans to the Caucasus (New York: Berghahn Books,
1995),45-46, 179. See also Klein, The Margins of Empire.

92 Hourani, Minorities, 20.

93 Hourani, Minorities, 21; Karen Barkey, “The Ottoman Millet System: Non-Territorial
Autonomy and its Contemporary Legacy,” Ethnopolitics 15 (2016): 24-42.

94 Dadrian, The History of the Armenian Genocide, 17-48; Hourani, Minorities, 21-23, 27;
Masters, Christians and Jews, 60. Circassians and Chechens are among the peoples speak-
ing Caucasian dialects who entered the Ottoman Empire, including what is now Iraq and
Syria, in larger numbers during the nineteenth century. Ibid., 11-12.

95 Hourani, Minorities, 23-24; “Protocol Relative to the Affairs of Turkey: Signed at London,
March 31,1877,” in The Annual Register: A Review of Public Events at Home and Abroad
for the Year 1877 (London: Rivingtons, 1878), 181-182, 210-211; The Annual Register,
167-204; Schumacher, A “Lasting Solution”, 132-141.
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The millet system seems to have begun as a more local and quasi-
democratic system of selecting local leaders, at least in urban areas, which
matured into a hierarchical mode of representation, in which the religious
leader of a community had access to the Sultan and his local delegates could
sit on provincial councils.’® By way of exemption from shari‘a financial law,
the system helped the Armenians, Greeks, and Jews in particular to succeed
in trade and finance.””

The Seljuks and then the Ottomans exploited the weakness of Assyria
and Babylonia, Persia, Byzantium, and the Slavic nations due to climatic
change, the Roman-Persian conflict, the Arab conquests, and later the Black
Death and Turco-Mongol migrations.”® It is said that the Ottoman Empire
grew to be larger than its Roman predecessor, and that it had a higher level
of economic activity than any western state or empire of its time.” The
Ottomans arrived at what is now the border between Turkey or Iraq and
Iran in the sixteenth century, and were particularly active in the 1400s and
1500s in raiding for slaves in what is now Serbia, Albania, Bosnia, Hungary,
Germany, Italy, Spain, Poland, the Caucasus, and Russia.!® The politics of
Russia have been shaped perhaps for all time by the legacy of Mongol and
Ottoman raids, which made the Crimea region home to hundreds of thou-
sands of Slavic captives in the 1600s.1%1

Russian leaders saw the fall of Byzantium to the Turks as a grave warn-
ing.102 Russia went on to claim a protective role over the Rim or Greek

96 Harry Luke, The Making of Modern Turkey (London: Macmillan, 1936), 97-98; Masters,
Christians and Jews, 62—63; Benjamin Trigona-Harany, The Ottoman Siiryani From 1908
to 1914 (Pisctaway, NJ: Gorgias Press, 2009), 84, 88, 92-93, 101.

97 Hourani, Minorities, 19, 21, 104; Masters, Christians and Jews, 139, 143.

98 Quataert, The Ottoman Empire, 15,17, 25; Adam Schneider and Selim Adali, ““No har-
vest was reaped’: Demographic and Climatic Factors in the Decline of the Neo-Assyrian
Empire,” Climatic Change 127, no. 3 (2014): 435-446. The Caliphs Omar and Mutawak-
kil were particularly involved in the destruction of Christian churches in the centuries
leading up to the Turkic conquests. Laurence E. Browne, The Eclipse of Christianity in
Asia (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1967), 54; Edward Gibbon, History of the
Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, vol. 1 (London: Westly & Davis, 1835), 936; D.S.
Margoliouth, Umayyids and ‘Abbdsids: Being the Fourth Part of Jurji Zayddn’s History of
Islamic Civilization (Leyden: Brill, 1906), 169; see also, Decree of Caliph al-Mutawakkil
(850 CE), in Ye’or, The Dhimmi, 185-186.

99 Howard, The Reduction, 291; Alan Heston, “Crusades and Jihads: A Long-Run Eco-
nomic Perspective,” Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science 588
(2003): 112-134, 125.

100 Halil Inalcik. “Servile Labor in the Ottoman Empire,” in A. Ascher, B.K. Kiraly and T.
Halasi-Kun (Eds.), The Mutual Effects of the Islamic and Judeo-Christian Worlds: The
East European Pattern (New York: Brooklyn College, 1979), 25-43.

101 Ibid.; see also, James Billington, Icon and Axe: An Interpretative History of Russian Cul-
ture (New York: Knopf Doubleday/Viking, 2010), chs. 1-2; Charles Halperin, Russia and
the Golden Horde: The Mongol Impact on Medieval Russian History (Bloomington, IN:
Indiana University Press, 1987); Maureen Perrie, The Cult of Ivan the Terrible in Stalin’s
Russia (London: Springer, 2001), 43.

102 Robert Crummey, The Formation of Muscovy 1300-1613 (Abingdon and New York:
Routledge, 2013), 133-134. Pope Nicholas V responded to the news that Constantinople
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Orthodox Christians of the Ottoman Empire, who typically used Greek
script to correspond in Ottoman Turkish vernacular.!9 Réim meant Greek,
or in other readings Byzantine (as in holdouts), Orthodox, Anatolian, or
Ottoman.!%* This community included many Arabic-speakers, as did the Syr-
ian Orthodox community, although it is unclear what these Arabic-speakers’
original nation or ethnicity was in many cases.'% The Rim also included
speakers of Slavic languages, especially in Constantinople.'% Nevertheless,
the Rim are typically referred to as Ottoman Greeks, even though many
traditionally Greek areas had Arab and Slavic Christian residents as well.%”
French and Italian Roman Catholic missionary activity expanded in the
empire in the seventeenth century, eventually claiming alliances with power-
ful Armenian, Church of the East, Syrian Orthodox, and Greek Orthodox
clerics (e.g., in Aleppo and the areas between Mosul and Diyarbakir).1%8
Joining a European faith held out the hope of winning European protection
under the Capitulations and due to consular officials’ diplomatic efforts.'’
Literacy also improved, due in part to the efforts of missionary schools.!1?
The borders of the European empires also expanded into former Ottoman
territories. France occupied Algeria (1830) and Egypt (1798) to be followed
by Britain in Egypt and Sudan (1882); Austria entered Transylvania (1683),
Hungary (1699), Serbia (1699-1718 and 1788-1792), Moldavia and Walla-
chia [Romania] (1789), and Bosnia (1878); Russia attacked Ukraine (1674—
1696), Moldavia and Wallachia (1769, 1806, and 1829), Transylvania
(1849), Circassia (1863), Crimea (1783), Kabardia (1769-1774), and Osse-
tia (1774); and Italy conquered Libya (1911) and parts of the Horn of Africa
(approximately 1885 and 1909-1911).'"" Russia also occupied Bukhara
(1868) and Khiva (1873); took parts of Azerbaijan (1806-1809), Daghestan

had fallen - and that 40,000 Christians had been killed while an even larger number
had been enslaved — with a call to a crusade against the Sultan, designated as the “son of
Satan.” Quoted in Kenneth Sutton, The Papacy and the Levant, 1204-1571: The Fifteenth
Century (Philadelphia: American Philosophical Society, reprint ed., 1997), 150.

103 Hourani, Minorities, 24; Masters, Christians and Jews, 49.

104 Masters, Christians and Jews, 50.

105 1Ibid., 45, 50. The written Arabic of the Jacobites in Syriac script had a name, Karshuni.
Ibid., 45.

106 Ibid., 65.

107 Quataert, The Ottoman Empire, 81.

108 Masters, Christians and Jews, 70, 82-83, 100.

109 Ibid., 152.

110 Quataert, The Ottoman Empire, 169; Donald Bloxham, Genocide, the World Wars, and
the Unweaving of Europe (Portland, OR: Valentine Mitchell, 2005), 22.

111 Edward Shepherd Creasy, History of Ottoman Turks, vol. 2 (London: Richard Bentley,
1856), 52-55; Anoushiravan Ehteshami and Emma Murphy, The International Politics of
the Red Sea (Abingdon and New York: Routledge, 2013), 23-42, 24-25; Victor Ostap-
chuk, “Cossack Ukraine in and Out of Ottoman Orbit, 1648-1681,” in Gabor Karman
and Lovro Kungevié¢ (Eds.), The European Tributary States of the Ottoman Empire in the
Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries (Leiden: Brill, 2013), 145-146; Quataert, The Otto-
man Empire, 84; Walter Richmond, “Circassia: A Small Nation Lost to a Great Game,”
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(1812), and Georgia (1800) from the Persian Empire; and nearly conquered
Ottoman-held western Armenia and Pontic Greece (now eastern Turkey) in
1877-1878.112 Russia took a leading role in supporting the independence of
Greece (1830), Bulgaria (1878), and Serbia (1806-1812 and 1878).113

The British doctrine of the balance of power contributed to a relatively
long stretch of peace in Europe, with the dramatic exceptions of the Franco-
Prussian war and a variety of Balkan and Black Sea region conflicts, between
1815 and 1914. The jurist Emerich de Vattel called the doctrine “an arrange-
ment of affairs so that no State shall be in a position to have absolute mastery
and dominate over the others.”''* Thus, the War of the Spanish Succession
preserved the balance against a combination of the French and the Span-
ish and their satellites, while the Napoleonic Wars prevented the fusion of
France, Germany, Spain, and Russia into a continental empire; the Crimean
War kept the eastern Mediterranean, the Black Sea coasts, and the Caucasus
out of Russian hands; the world wars were waged to protect France and
Russia from Germany among other things; and the Cold War was intended
to break up the Warsaw Pact bridging East Germany, the northern Balkans,
Poland, the Baltics, the Caucasus, and Russia.!!® Britain allied with the Otto-
mans and Russia against France in Napoleonic times and with the Ottomans
against Russia in the mid-1800s.'® London also saw the Ottomans and the
Persians as useful buffers between its empire and Russia.'!”

in Alex Hinton, Thomas LaPointe and Douglas Irvin-Erickson (Eds.), Hidden Genocides:
Power, Knowledge, and Memory (New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 2013),
109-125; Colin Smith and John Bierman, Alamein: War without Hate (London: Pen-
guin UK, 2012), ch. 1; Geoffrey Wheeler, “Russian Conquest and Colonization of Central
Asia,” in Taras Hunczak (Ed.), Russian Imperialism: From Ivan the Great to the Revolu-
tion (New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 1974), 264-298.

112 Joseph, The Modern Assyrians, 69-70, 108, 113.

113 ].D. Bourchier, “Bulgaria,” in Hugh Chisholm et al. (Eds.), The New Volumes of the Ency-
clpeedia Britannica, vol. 26 (London: Britannica, 1902), 444-458, 454; Dadrian, The His-
tory of the Armenian Genocide, 14; Lucien Frary, Russia and the Making of Modern Greek
Identity, 1821-1844 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2015), 1, 11-27, 43, 250; Lucien
Frary, “Russian Consuls and the Greek War of Independence (1821-31),” Mediterranean
Historical Review 28,n0. 1 (2013): 46—65; Barbara Jelavich, Russia’s Balkan Entanglements,
1806-1914 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1991), 13-24, 184-190, 235-238.

114 Le Droit des Gens, Ou Principes de la Loi Naturelle, Appliqués a la Conduite et aux
Affaires des Nations et des Souverains, bk. Il (1916 [1758]), 251, https://books.google.
com/books?id=DeyiAAAAA . M.AJ&pg=PA251.

115 Anthony Carty, “The Iraq Invasion as a Recent United Kingdom ‘Contribution to Inter-
national Law’,” European Journal of International Law 16 (2005): 143-151, 149-150;
Alan Heston, “Crusades and Jihads: A Long-Run Economic Perspective,” Annals of the
American Academy of Political and Social Science 588 (2003): 112-134; Schumacher, A
“Lasting Solution”, 142-143. Some have argued that the post-1815 concert of powers
system was distinct from the prior “balance of power” doctrine, although exactly how it
differed is not clear. Robert Delahunty and John Yoo, “Kant, Habermas, and International
Peace,” Chicago Journal of International Law 16 (2010): 437-473, 443 and n.24.

116 Quataert, The Ottoman Empire, 80, 86; Schumacher, A “Lasting Solution”, 142-143.

117 Joseph, The Modern Assyrians, 110.
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Perhaps Russia’s prime target in the lead-up to World War I was Constan-
tinople and the Turkish Straits, which would enable Russia to break out of
the Black Sea and have a Mediterranean port.!'® Britain and France were
opposed to this possibility.'’® The Ottomans, due to British training of their
fleet and construction of a dreadnought battleship, were expected to obtain
a naval superiority over the Russian Empire that would seriously threaten
the latter’s exports.!?® Russia, meanwhile, was a threat to the British sphere
of interest in India and Persia.!?! Britain failed to come to the Ottomans’ aid
in fighting the Italians over Libya, or the Balkan League in 1912, dissolving
the “pro-Ottoman European coalition” of the 1850s.122

European and U.S. influences overlapped in the Assyrian-populated areas
of the Ottoman Empire and Persia. In the 1840s and 1850s, British diplo-
macy was “instrumental” in pressuring the Ottomans to halt a campaign
of extermination against the northwestern communities of Assyrians.'?3
In 1869, the Church of the East complained to Russia that Kurdish tribes
“constantly abduct our virgins, brides, and women.”'?* During the war, the
American Minister Plenipotentiary to Persia John Caldwell wrote to the
Foreign Minister of the Persian Empire asking whether, in light of the “mas-
sacre” of Christians in Diliman, “the Persian Government can guarantee
the . . . safety” of American “nationals and other Christians in Urmia.”'%
The French Lazarist order, the Church of England’s mission to the Assyrians,
and the American protestants including the American Board of Commis-
sioners of Foreign Missions opened schools and printed books for the Assyr-
ians.’?® The Russian Orthodox Church also attracted adherents, especially
from the Church of the East, about which Anahit Khosroeva will relate
more in Chapter 4.'27 It was written that one or more Kurdish leaders had
a saying that the Assyrians were the “little Russia” and that exterminat-
ing them would defeat the “big Russia.”'?® The zone of contention between
Assyrians and Kurds at this time is illustrated in Figure 1.1, above.

118 Christopher Clark, The Sleepwalkers: How Europe Went to War in 1914 (London: Pen-
guin, 2013), 126, 128, 188, 341.

119 Ibid., 128, 250-251.

120 Ibid., 340-341, 349.

121 1Ibid., 322-324, 337, 546-547.

122 TIbid., 250-256.

123 John Joseph, The Nestorians and their Neighbors: A Study of Western Influence on their
Relations (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1961 [1949]), 95.

124 Joseph, The Modern Assyrians, 110.

125 Empire de Perse, Neutralité Persane: Documents Diplomatiques (Paris: Imprimerie Georges
Cadet, 1919), 155.

126 Joseph, The Modern Assyrians, 18, 64-80, 94-105; H.L. Murre-van den Berg, From a
Spoken to a Written Language: The Introduction and Development of Literary Urmia
Aramaic in the Nineteenth Century (Leiden: De Goeje Fund/Brill, 1999), 97.

127 Joseph, The Modern Assyrians, 103-133.

128 William Walker Rockwell, The Pitiful Plight of the Assyrian Christians in Persia and
Kurdistan (New York: American Committee for Armenian and Syrian Relief, 1916), 30.
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The concept of religious genocide

The founder of the Genocide Convention, Raphael Lemkin, prepared a
framework for analyzing genocide cases that is well suited to the study of
the Assyrian tragedy. While his focus was the Nazis and “Axis rule,” Lemkin
wrote of genocides during the persecution of Christian sects by the Roman
Empire and the Holy Roman Empire, even during episodes more similar to
the nineteenth-century massacres of Ottoman Christians than to the larger
massacres in 19135.

Lemkin arguably viewed genocide as a form of intense persecution or
forcible assimilation. He named the communist persecution of Christian
clergy in his own lifetime as a form of genocide, and described as genocidal
policies “interfering with the activities of the Church.”'?® In recognizing a
communist genocide in the 1950s, Lemkin emphasized that “genocide is a
concept that carries the highest moral condemnation in our cold war against
the Soviet Union” and that “[b]y resorting to genocide [communist govern-
ments] are threatening our civilization.”!3° Writing his plan for an autobi-
ography, Lemkin explained that the Convention had saved “five nations”
between 1948 and 1955; he may have had in mind Ukraine, Hungary, and
the Baltic states of Latvia, Lithuania, and Estonia.!3!

Lemkin’s notion of “cultural genocide,”'3? as later articulated within the
U.N. Human Rights Council, extends to “[a]ny action which has the aim
or effect of depriving [peoples] of their integrity as distinct peoples, or of
their cultural values or ethnic identities,” or “[a]ny form of assimilation or
integration by other cultures or ways of life imposed . . . by legislative,

129 Raphael Lemkin, Axis Rule in Occupied Europe: Laws of Occupation — Analysis of
Government — Proposals for Redress (Washington, DC: Carnegie Endowment for Inter-
national Peace, 1943), xi—xii.

130 Quoted in Anton Weiss-Wendt, “Hostage of Politics: Raphael Lemkin on ‘Soviet Geno-
cide’,” in Dominik Schaller and Jiirgen Zimmerer (Eds.), The Origins of Genocide:
Raphael Lemkin as a Historian of Mass Violence (Abingdon: Routledge, 2013), 112-113
(quoting Lemkin papers from 1951 and 1954).

131 Raphael Lemkin, Totally Unofficial: The Autobiography of Raphael Lemkin, ed. Donna-
Lee Frieze (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2013), 240. See Weiss-Wendt, “Hos-
tage of Politics,” 112. On the other hand, he might have been referring to Greek children
captured by communist insurgents, or to the Czech and Polish victims of Soviet dena-
tionalization, in addition to the Lithuanians and Ukrainians. Weiss-Wendt, “Hostage
of Politics,” 112; John Docker, “Are Settler-Colonies Inherently Genocidal? Re-Reading
Lemkin,” in A. Dirk Moses (Ed.), Empire, Colony, Genocide: Conquest, Occupation, and
Subaltern Resistance in the Twentieth Century (New York: Berghahn Books, 2008), 93.
But cf. Anton Weiss-Wendt, “The Soviet Perspective on the Drafting of the UN Genocide
Convention,” in Harmen van der Wilt, Jeroen Vervliet, and Goran Sluiter (Eds.), The
Genocide Convention: The Legacy of 60 Years (Dordrecht, The Netherlands: Martinus
Nijhoff, 2012), 187-198, 197.

132 Lemkin argued that “the destruction of cultural symbols is genocide, because it implies
the destruction of their function and thus menaces the existence of the social group which
exists by virtue of its common culture.” Quoted in Jones, Genocide, 30.
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administrative, or other measures.”!3? In Lemkin’s day, Germanization or
Aryanization was a typical way of analyzing the Nazi genocide of the Jews,
Poles, Slavs, and Gypsies.'3*

The text of the Genocide Convention and the vision of Lemkin as its
founder indicate the broad sweep of the concept of genocide. Lemkin wrote:

Generally speaking, genocide does 70t necessarily mean the immediate
destruction of a nation, except when accomplished by mass killings of
all members of a nation. . . . Genocide has two phases: one, destruction
of the national pattern of the oppressed group; the other the imposition
of the national pattern of the oppressor.'3’

Accordingly, Article II of the Genocide Convention contains several forms of
genocide that do not require killing, and that in fact may assume the survival
of the affected victims: infliction of serious bodily or mental harm on group
members, interference of births within a group, and forcibly transferring
children from the group to another group. Lemkin argued that the crime of
genocide must also cover “the slow and scientific murder by mass starva-
tion or the swift but no less scientific murder by mass extermination in gas
chambers, wholesale executions or exposure to disease and exhaustion.”13¢
Article II(c) of the Convention recognized that deliberately inflicting condi-
tions of life calculated to destroy a group, such as a lack of food or medical
care, is a form of genocide as well. An increase in the infant mortality rate,
viewed by Lemkin as genocidal, could also trigger Article II(d) of the Con-
vention, directed at interference with the reproductive process.!3” Lemkin

133 U.N. Human Rights Council, Resolution 2006/2, Rights of Indigenous Peoples (June 29,
2006), 14 7(a), 7(d), www.gec.ca/pd/INT000000021.pdf.

134 Lemkin, Axis Rule, 21, 80-83, 173, 194, 244; Franz Neumann, Bebhemoth: The Structure
and Practice of National Socialism, ed. Peter Hayes (Lanham, MD: Rowman & Little-
field and U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, 2009 [1942]), xiv—xv, 116-120, 179-182,
274-277,289-290, 326; Franz Neumann, Herbert Marcuse and Otto Kirchheimer, Secret
Reports on Nazi Germany: The Frankfurt School Contribution to the War Effort, ed. Raf-
faele Laudani (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2013), 60, 83, 265, 424, 443, 520;
United States Senate, Special Committee to Study and Survey Problems of Small Business
Enterprise, The Fate of Small Business in Nazi Germany (Washington, DC: U.S. Govt.
Printing Office, 1943), 52, 70; Raphael Lemkin, “Genocide — A Modern Crime,” Free
World 4 (1945): 39-43, www.preventgenocide.org/lemkin/freeworld1945.htm.

135 Lemkin, Axis Rule, 79-80.

136 Lemkin, “Genocide — A Modern Crime” (emphasis added). Lemkin regarded it as strong evi-
dence of genocide that under Nazi rule, a “carefully graduated scale allowed protein rations
of 97 per cent to Germans, 95 per cent to the Dutch, 71 per cent to the French, 38 per cent
to the Greeks and 20 per cent to the Jews.” Ibid. It was well known that such rations did
not lead immediately to the death of all detainees, as the exploitation of camp inmates in the
armaments industry and the eventual liberation of survivors from the camps also showed.

137 Lemkin emphasized that because of the Nazi conquests: “Chronic undernourishment,
deliberately created by the occupant, tended not only to discourage the birth rate but also
to an increase in infant mortality.” Ibid.


http://www.gcc.ca/pdf/INT000000021.pdf
http://www.preventgenocide.org/lemkin/freeworld1945.htm

Assyrian genocide across history 23

also maintained that genocide could target the economic, emotional, reli-
gious, artistic, or scientific life of a group:

Genocide is, as we have noted, a composite of different acts of per-
secution or destruction. Many of those acts, when they constitute an
infringement upon, honor and, rights, when they are a transgression
against life, private property and religion, or science and art, or even
when they encroach unduly in the fields of taxation and personal
services, are prohibited by Articles 46, 48, 52, and 56 of the Hague
Regulations. Several of them, such as those which cause, humiliations,
debilitation by undernourishment, and danger to health, are in viola-
tion of the laws of humanity as specified in the preamble to the Hague
Regulations.!38

Lemkin saw genocide happening when “necessities of life as warm cloth-
ing, blankets and firewood in winter were either withheld or requisitioned
from Poles and Jews.”'®® Dividing family members by deportation, con-
quest, or enslavement was genocidal in his view: “Millions of war prisoners
and forced laborers from all the conquered countries of Europe were kept
from contact with their wives. Poles in incorporated Poland met obstacles in
trying to marry among themselves.”'*® Removal of children and their Ger-
manization in German schools made up part of the genocide, for Lemkin:
“The Germans sought to obliterate every reminder of former cultural pat-
terns. . . . Attendance at a German school compulsory through the primary
grades and three years of secondary school.”' The prevention of geno-
cide required criminal liability based on the “formulation and teaching of
the criminal philosophy of genocide” and on the “toleration” of genocide
by governments or political parties, as well as on the genocidal acts them-
selves.'*? Therefore, the Convention proscribes both “incitement to com-
mit” and “complicity in genocide.”

As the “founder” of the Genocide Convention, Raphael Lemkin also inferred
genocidal intent from the factors the tribunals use. He spoke of genocides
during the persecution of Christian sects by the Roman Empire and the Holy
Roman Empire, even during episodes more similar to what happened in
i\, [Tiyari] (Tiyari) in the 1840s or in Adana in 1909 than to Diyarbakir
in 1915. In writing of the Native Americans, Lemkin emphasized enslave-
ment and deprivation of homes and economic necessities as genocidal.'*3
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In speaking of communist genocide in the 1950s, Lemkin emphasized that
victims were deported and that spiritual leaders were targeted, not just that
massacres occurred.!*

Most of the genocides that Professor Lemkin identified as occurring
throughout human history were instances of religious violence on an appall-
ing scale.’* Although he no doubt saw and read of signs of anti-Semitic
persecution all around him, as a Pole of Jewish heritage, he was initially
troubled by the massacres of Armenians by Turks.!*¢ During the last decade
of his life, Lemkin focused on the suffering of Christians under communism
in Eastern Europe, and forged a coalition to use the concept of genocide
to condemn such crimes, even though they occurred, by his estimate, on
a much smaller scale than the events of 1914-1926.'" Courts and parlia-
ments echoed his findings after the fall of the Berlin Wall.'48

International criminal tribunals have adopted the broader reading of
genocidal intent that extends to cultural and religious devastation, and not
simply to racial extermination. Both the International Criminal Tribunal
for the Former Yugoslavia and the World Court have concluded that “the
destruction of historical, religious or cultural heritage does not in itself
qualify as genocide, but it can be considered as evidence of intent to physi-
cally destroy a group.”'* In the first international criminal tribunal decision
authorized by the Security Council on the basis of the Genocide Convention,
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the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda ruled that the Rwandan
government’s “systematic expulsion from homes” of the ethnic Tutsis was
a form of genocide under Article II(c)."5° In the first genocide conviction
arising out of the U.N.-backed tribunal for Yugoslavia, the tribunal found
that although it was “impossible to determine with precision the number of
Bosnian Muslim men killed by Bosnian Serb forces,” a military officer had
become complicit in genocide by aiding subordinates who had the “intent to
eradicate a group within a limited geographical area such as the region of a
country or even a municipality.”’3! The same tribunal has ruled that driving
a group out of the country or local area while burning down their houses
could be genocidal because it prevents the return of the group.’? National
courts have also convicted defendants for smaller massacres, including by
the Ethiopian communist regime against its opponents the 1980s, and by
Iraq against Kurdish communities located near the front lines of the Iran-
Iraq war and Kurdish insurgency.'33

Warning signs of genocide

Lemkin viewed eight social conditions as leading to genocide and referred
to thirteen techniques, the preparation of which could be a warning that
genocide was commencing. The conditions were religious or racial fanati-
cism, irredentism in terms of changing national borders, social or political
turmoil, economic exploitation, colonialism or militarism aimed at con-
quest, proximity of the victim group, genocidal ideology on the perpetrator
side and contempt for the victims, and circumstances contributing to the
weakness of the victim group.’>* The techniques were massacre, mutilation,
deprivation of conditions necessary for life, slavery, separation of families,
sterilization, abortion, destruction of cultural treasures, plunder, destruction
of religious sites, proscription of religious rituals or other group activities,
forced conversion, and demoralization. All of these conditions and tech-
niques occurred in the Assyrian case.
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First, religious and racial fanaticism prevailed under Ottoman rule, and
reasserted themselves in 1911-1914. Pan-Islamism, a habit of thought with
roots in the conception of a global war between Muslims and pagans or
other monotheists, coalesced into a more organized and recognized politi-
cal movement in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century. ‘Abdul-
hamid became sultan in 1876 and eventually became known as the “Red
Sultan.” Sultan ‘Abdulhamid “surrounded himself with religious dignitaries,
reintegrated them into the political elite and adopted a pan-Islamic rhetoric,
appealing to Muslim solidarity in both internal and external matters.”5’
The Associated Press reported in May 1895 on “indication[s] the Sultan has
set foot on systematic persecution of Christians in all parts of the empire.”15¢
One method was to starve out the remaining independent Assyrians in the
region between Mosul and Lake Van.'3” Most of the Christian clergy had
been slain in dozens of villages.! 8

Although the transition from this Sultan to the CUP is often described
as a regime change from pan-Islamism to secular progressivism, religious
fanaticism did not disappear in the “Young Turk” era. In a 1910 meeting,
the CUP discussed how Christians “stubbornly resist every attempt to Otto-
manize them,” so that “all such efforts must inevitably fail.”'® A confab of
the CUP leadership in 1911 discussed the Christian subjects of the Empire
as a problem.'®® CUP intellectuals looked to Genghis Khan and Timur Leng,
the perpetrators of widespread massacres, as role models of sorts.'®! The
removal of “non-Turks” from Anatolia was decided upon.'¢?

Ziya Gokalp, a member of the Young Turk regime from 1911 to 1918, advo-
cated the creation of a nation unified by religion and established the founding
narrative of modern Turkey, which is that there had been treason by minori-
ties against Turks, similar to the Nazi ideology of a Jewish “stab in the back”
during in 1918.1¢3 Rather than a crime of passion during wartime, massacre
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policies emerged along a “premeditated continuum.”'®* Even before World
War I, the Ottoman Empire shared the Prussians’ ideal of “absoluten Krieges”
or “absolute war,” the type of unchivalrous population-based exterminating
campaign that later evolved into “total war.”'®> German geopolitical theorists
were advising the Ottomans to operate “without any sentimentality toward
all the subject nationalities and races in Turkey who did not fall in with the
plans of the Turks.”'%® U.S. Ambassador Henry Morgenthau explained the
Germano-Ottoman strategy in the aftermath of the Balkan Wars, as the Russo-
Ottoman conflict was resumed: put the subject peoples such as Armenians,
Greeks, Syrians, and other Christians “to the sword,” and populate their lands
with Muslim Turks, to prevent a repeat of the “Bulgarian problem.” In other
words, “make Turkey exclusively the country of the Turks.”'¢”

The strategy was arguably carried out during the massacres of about
20,000-30,000 Armenians in Cilicia in 1909, in a case of incremental
recourse to religious cleansing and forced conversion.'®® The “entire Chris-
tian population” of Adana, other parts of Cilicia, Aintab, and Marash expe-
rienced harsh measures in 1909, after which the CUP adopted the doctrine
of Turkism, according to which the empire must be of exclusively Turkish
stock so as to deny European powers cause to interfere on behalf of their
Christian coreligionists.'®”

In 1911, the CUP engaged in planning concerning the deportation of
Christian subjects of the Empire.'”? At secret meetings in Erzurum in 1913,
preparations were put in place for the Armenian massacres, or so Armenian
revolutionaries believed.!”! The CUP elevated ultranationalist extremists to
the governorships of eastern Anatolia by 1913.172 Arson and mass plunder
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against Armenians began in August 1914, before the Ottomans attacked
Russia to join the war.'”3 The destruction of Armenian life in the Ottoman
Empire therefore began well prior to the war, as far back as the 1890s,
and continued with Mustafa Kemal after 1918.17* This trend, along with
the attacks on unarmed Armenian and Assyrian civilians in Albaq, near
Bashkala (Turkish: Baskale) before the war and in many other places dur-
ing the war, disprove the implication by Anzerlioglu, Ozdemir, Sonyel, and
Wilmshurst that had the Chaldeans and Nestorians remained neutral, as
they might have, they would have been spared the genocide.!”>

In November 19135, the Austro-Hungarian ambassador Pallavicini'”® con-
firmed that Talat Pasha, the Ottoman Minister of the Interior, had admitted
that his plan was “destroying the alien elements” in Anatolia.'”” The New
York Times reported on this minister’s statement that “there was no room
for Christians in Turkey.”'”® In July 1915, the German consul in Samsun
wrote that: “It is the firm principle of the current rulers to Islamise the
whole of Turkey and to use any available means of doing so.” None of the
victims would survive, he predicted.!”
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A holy war was launched and calls for revenge appeared.'®® One holy war
document stated that that “the blood of infidels in the Islamic lands may be
shed with impunity — except those to whom the Moslem power has prom-
ised security and who are allied with it,” the latter exception being suited
for Germans and Austro-Hungarians.!'®! The CUP elevated an enthusiast for
such blood-shedding, Dr. Mehmed Resid, to vali of Diyarbakir, and made
him a candidate to govern the entire southeastern expanse of Anatolia.'8?
He blamed Greeks for undermining the empire.!®3 Again in 1922, Mustafa
Kemal led the cibad-i milliye or national holy war of the Turks against Brit-
ain, Greece, and the surviving indigenous Christians, the French taking his
side after the massacre of the French garrison at Urfa in 1921, and the Rus-
sians as well under Lenin and Stalin.'® Former prosecutors of Ottoman
aggression and extermination policies joined the Kemalist cause in 1919-
1920.185 The Kemalists prohibited the distribution of food or blankets as
charity to many Christians, notably ethnic Greeks.'8¢ The rationale was
that “the Greeks were enemies of the Government and that they should be
killed.”'8” Mustafa Kemal proclaimed in 1922 that more “massacres” were
coming.'®® George Horton, U.S. Consul in the Near East, believed him.!%’
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Second, irredentism and an aspiration to expand Ottoman territory were
urgent matters.’® In an eerie foreshadowing of some of the great battles of
World War II, Ottoman Minister of War Enver Pasha’s scheme for seizing
territory from the Russian Empire involved taking the oil fields of Baku,
and proceeding against the rest of the Caucasus, Afghanistan, and India.'”!
The official declaration of the CUP to its regional commanders was that the
Turkish race would unite for the “destruction” of the Russians.'” When
it comes to atrocities against Greeks, Turkish officials and sympathetic
journalists and scholars almost always mention Greek “irredentism,” even
though this word is rarely used for Turkish nationalists, Pan-Turkists, Pan-
Islamists, or other national or religious leaders in the Middle East during
the early twentieth century.!®® Pan-Slavism is often blamed as well, and it is
said that the Russians or Slavs conquered the Caucasus in general or Cir-
cassia in particular and displaced the indigenous Muslim or Turkic inhabit-
ants, but the Georgians were indigenous there prior to the Arab and Seljuk
Turkic Muslim conquests.’”* As with German conquests, which led to Ger-
man flight when they unraveled, massacres, enslavement, and plunder of the
civilian population were widespread when Georgia and eastern Armenia fell
to the Seljuks.!® Greek and Slavic schemes were less ambitious.'?¢
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Third, social and political turmoil reached a boiling point in the spring
and summer of 1915. As early as August 1914, the U.S. Ambassador to the
Ottoman Empire, Henry Morgenthau, predicted an “imminent” massacre
of the Christians after the announcement of a war waged by the Ottomans
and their allies on the Russians and their allies.’®” In March 19135, the gov-
ernor of Van province charged the Armenians with insulting Islam, having
“assaulted . . . the world of Islam, . . . changing of mosques into stables, . . .
forcing students to accept Christianity, . . . obscene insults[,] . . . attacks
on religion[,]” and other “treachery.”'® By July, some Ottomans blamed a
vast “Armenian conspiracy” to join up with the Russians, and stated that
to suppress the “revolutionary movement,” all Armenians must go.'”” The
Ottomans had suffered 70,000 casualties including at least 33,000 deaths in
the campaign against the Russian Empire in the east,>®° and 86,000 deaths,
including 10,000 dead or wounded on May 19 alone, in the campaign
against the British Empire in the west.2! In 1916, Talat Pasha conceded
that “security of Turkey” had overridden humanitarian concerns, as “grave
excesses” had taken place during the deportations.?’? Late Ottoman leaders
regarded ethnic Greeks and those of Christian faith as being a fifth column
that might aid Russia or the powers of Western Europe, in a similar way that
Hitler and the Nazis regarded Jews as being a fifth column that might aid
Britain, America, the Soviet Union, and global anti-Nazism.2%3

Some German observers, allies of the Ottoman Turks, reflected and some-
times encouraged this perception of a crisis of Christian rebellions. A renowned
German expert on Turkey, Baron Max von Oppenheim, agreed that Arme-
nians had grown “openly . . . hostil[e]” to the Turks, and that “should the
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[British] enemy land [in Turkey], the Armenians would join the enemy to
form a mutual revolt.”204

Fourth, economic exploitation intensified between the 1890s and
1910s. After months of expropriations in 1895, “no official utterance has
condemned the practice of killing and robbing Armenians wherever they
are met.”?% The United Press confirmed in 1896 that nearly all Chris-
tian areas in Bitlis province had been looted.?% In the city of Harput in
1896, there was “a great throng of shivering and hungry men, women,
and children[,] who had passed through similar experiences of [fleeing
barefoot] . . . [and] cowered among the ruins of the Christian quarter.”2%7
At the outset of World War I, the Ottoman Empire deported the Greeks of
Thrace and northwestern Anatolia, and allocated their homes and prop-
erties to the refugees from the Balkan Wars or Russia’s conflicts with
Turkic peoples.??® Christians deported into the interior of Anatolia for
service in labor battalions were in fact enslaved, denied food and shoes,
tortured, and killed by the tens or hundreds of thousands.?”® In 1918, a
German diplomatic report stated that by the end of 1917, the Ottoman
Empire had drafted more than 200,000 Greeks into the army and labor
battalions, with many perishing from violent treatment, hunger, disease,
and exposure to the cold weather.?'? The departure of the Greeks in par-
ticular left behind a “national Turkish/Muslim economy,”?!! with racial
Turks claiming the many farms and businesses used to belong to Greeks,
Armenians, or Assyrians.?!?
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Fifth, the Ottomans had a long tradition of colonialism or militarism
aimed at conquest, and the Young Turks developed a new and virulent
strain of this aggressive ideology. One caliph would rule from Africa to
India, according to the CUP.2'3 The Armenian historian Tigran Matsoyan
reveals pervasive similarities between the Armenian genocide and the Holo-
caust, including Pan-German and Pan-Turkist ideology and propaganda; the
mass burning, drowning, or starving of victims; the acceptance of bribes to
withhold deportation to murder; and threatened prosecutions for “crimes
against humanity.”?!* An “extreme wing of the CUP” hoped to establish
“a new society based on a single ethno-religious, linguistic, and cultural
identity.”?13

At the Young Turk (CUP) conference at Salonica (Thessaloniki) in 1908,
its leaders had discussed and reached an understanding to pursue the “com-
plete Ottomanization of all Turkish subjects.”2'¢ This was strictly speaking
not necessary insofar as the subjects of the Turkish Sultan were already Otto-
man subjects. The discussion might have concerned the elimination of inter-
national treaty guarantees for Ottoman Christian subjects, which brought
about international inspection of sites where Armenians and Assyrians had
been massacred and deported from their homes by Kurdish tribes and Otto-
man officials. Talat apparently announced at the Salonika conference that
“equality” before the law would require first “Ottomanizing the Empire.”2!”
The verb “to Ottomanize” recalls what Lemkin called “Germanization,” or
“the imposition by one stronger nation (Germany, Hungary, Italy) of its
national pattern upon a national group controlled by it.”2'® He designated
this imposition as a genocide, or a “policy of imposing [a] national pattern,”
using “a system of colonization.”?!” In the Ottoman case, the CUP mobilized
a “Special Organization . . . for the purpose of destroying and annihilating
the Armenians,” and equipped “butcher” units in the Ottoman Third Army,
notably in Harput but also in Bitlis, Diyarbakir, Erzurum, Sivas, Trabzon,
and Van.??? As the subsequent chapters will show, Seyfo also involved the
actions of the Special Organization, at least in part.
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Sixth, as in other genocides, in which proximity made the victim group
vulnerable, the Assyrians lived among the Turkish, Kurdish, and Persian peo-
ples who would contribute perpetrators to the genocide, while they had no
strategic depth or outlet to the sea or to another land to draw upon. More-
over, this proximity existed under circumstances guaranteeing the weakness
of Assyrian defenses. After the fall of Nineveh and subsequently of Babylon,
Assyria became a province, sometimes a kingdom, within other empires.??!
The Greeks, Persians, Arabs, and Romans recognized that Assyria was still
a region in their geographical literature.???

The Assyrian homeland sat amidst significant trading routes in late
medieval and modern times, along a route from Angora, Izmid, Aleppo,
and points west to Mosul, Baghdad, Susa, and points east, which features
Harran, the Nineveh plain, «1is [Merda] (Mardin), aa. o [Nsibin] (Nisibin)
[Turkish: Nusaybin], Edessa, and iaasizsa (Pesh-khabour/Faysh Khabur)
[Arabic: L »&5d].223 Mt, Izla, near Mardin, is referred to in ancient Assyrian
texts as 1zela.??* Some Assyrians fled to Mt. Izla, or the “Izlo Mountains,”
after the fall of the Assyrian Empire.??* The ancient Assyrians called the Tur
Abdin region “Nirbu” and its mountains “Kagiari” (Kashiari daglari).?*® It
is southeast of Diyarbakir, northeast of Edessa, northwest of Nisibin, and
southwest of v [Médyad] (Midyat).??’

In order to expand their control and suppress rival nationalities, the
Ottomans and their Kurdish allies employed massacre, separation of fami-
lies, and deprivation of conditions necessary for life, which are the focus
of Chapters 2-5. Moreover, mutilation, enslavement, plunder, devastation
of cultural and religious treasures, bans on minority religions, and forced
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conversions took place. In the nineteenth century, the Assyrian patriarch
petitioned for aid from the Russian Empire, on the ground that his flock was
suffering the “constant” kidnapping of Assyrian girls and women.?*® Mean-
while, Turkish and Kurdish landlords demanded “unpaid labour” and seized
grain from Assyrian farmers.??’ A British agent reported that the Turks
“already hate” the “Christian population, . . . believing them to have been
a principal cause of the late [Russo-Turkish] war and the consequent mis-
fortunes of Turkey.”23° The British received reports that the Sultan “feared
that an active and intelligent Christian population might seek liberty as the
Bulgars had . . . obtained it at Russia’s hands in 1878.723! In 1895-1896,
European officials reported that 328 churches were lost to Christian popu-
lations, probably mostly Armenians.?3> By 1896, the German humanitarian
and activist Johannes Lepsius had done a survey of Christian areas in Tur-
key and asserted that 1,100 churches and monasteries had been damaged
or leveled in the violence, and that 546,000 people had been driven into
poverty by the destruction of their homes, villages, and livelihoods.?33

In 1915, Ottoman forces rounded up Assyrian and other Christian men
in the Diyarbakir area, executed them, and then abused the women and
destroyed Assyrian towns.?3* A British administrator in the former Otto-
man province of Mosul described how, during the war, bands of Kurds took
Assyrian women captive, drove large numbers to their deaths in flight across
inhospitable terrain, and plundered Assyrian homes and religious build-
ings.?** Near East Relief reported on the condition of these refugees, as well
as those displaced within Persia:

Practically all of their household furnishings and food supplies had
been plundered; the same was true of their domestic animals on which
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they depended in large measure for their subsistence; their houses were
without any doors and windows and probably a full third of them had
been demolished. They were in terror about going back to their villages;
they feared their Moslem neighbors who had despoiled them of their
property, outraged their wives and daughters, and killed many of their
relatives.?3¢

A British officer wrote that the collapse of Russia in civil war had allowed
the Ottomans to advance well into Persia, surrounding Assyrian towns and
villages in the Urmia region and pushing into Azerbaijan.?3” Not long after
that, the governor general of the Azerbaijan province of Persia confirmed
to the Prime Minister of Persia the substance of Assyrian complaints that
Kurds in Urmia “set about massacring some Assyrians” and then “sacked
the villages of the environs, massacred the peasants and occupied all the
shores of [Lake Urmia].”23% When Assyrian refugees from Persia arrived at
refugee camps in Iraq, the administrator there observed an infant mortal-
ity rate that was so high “that it was simply race suicide if this high death
rate among babies was allowed to continue.”?3° About 3,000 refugees died
in a series of months from diseases such as dysentery, smallpox, cholera,
measles, typhus, and fevers.?*? Up to 65,000 Assyrians perished while flee-
ing north or southwest from the Urmia and Salamas region.?*!

The killings of Assyrians in 1915 in particular, but also in other years,
were reminiscent of those that occurred at Srebrenica eighty years later.
During that criminal episode, the killing of 7,000-8,000 Bosnian Muslim
men was ruled to be a genocide because it could “potentially” eliminate the
entire Muslim population at Srebrenica.?*? In fact, the Srebrenica killings
were arguably less severe than those of the Assyrians because they were pre-
ceded by the exchange of many Bosnian Muslims for Serbian prisoners and
because the women and children were intentionally spared death, orders
being issued for the safe transportation of them away from the front.?#3

236 “Latest News Concerning the Armenian and Syrian Sufferers,” The American Committee
for Armenian and Syrian Relief Bulletin no. 4 (1916): 8.

237 L.C.Dunsterville, The Adventures of Dunsterforce (London: Edward Arnold, 1920), 173-
174,179, 268-276.

238 U.S. National Archives, General Records of the Dep’t of State, Record Group 59 (Decimal
File, 1910-1929), Doc. No. 59,867.4016/45, July 16, 1919, U.S. Chargé d’Affaires in
Persia to U.S. Secretary of State; Naayem, Shall this Nation Die?, 287.

239 Austin, The Baqubah Refugee Camp, 54.

240 Ibid., 22.

241 Baumer, The Church of the East, 247-258, 263; Joseph Yacoub, Les Assyro-Chaldéens:
Un People Oublié de I’Histoire (Paris: Groupement our les Droits les Minorites, 1985),
42. See also Chapter 4.

242 Prosecutor v. Krstic, Case No. IT-98-33-A, Appeals Chamber, Judgement (Apr. 19, 2004),
para. 28 www.icty.org/x/cases/krstic/acjug/en/krs-aj040419e.pdf.

243 Ibid., paras. 97, 100, 132.


http://www.icty.org/x/cases/krstic/acjug/en/krs-aj040419e.pdf

Assyrian genocide across history 37

Four-fifths of the population captured by the Bosnian Serbs survived.?** The
International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia concluded that
the key Bosnian Serb commander convicted of complicity in genocide knew
that Bosnian men were being murdered and did not stop his subordinates
from doing so, which proved his “genocidal intent.”?* Thus, the tribunal
found that genocide was committed at Srebrenica and this was affirmed
on appeal in 2004. The International Court of Justice echoed this finding
in 2007.2*¢ In 2015, Turkish Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoglu attended
the genocide anniversary event in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and the follow-
ing year the office of his successor Mevlut Cavusoglu released a statement
confirming Turkey’s view that Srebrenica was a genocide.?*” Back in 2012,
the Foreign Ministry “condemn|ed] any attempts to minimize or deny the
genocide which took place in Srebrenica.”?#8

After the war, the Turkish government told the League of Nations that the
Assyrians “were obliged to leave the country” on account of having attacked
the Turks at the Russians’ suggestion.?* Genocidal deportations continued
into the mid-1920s, when the Kemalists conquered the Iraqi-Turkish border
area.?’® The Kemalists rounded up the Assyrians and exhibited them like
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merchandise to willing buyers, who paid small sums to buy Assyrian women
and youth.?’! The deportees were penniless, emaciated, and “vermin-
infested.”?%? A report in 1922 by Near East Relief to the U.S. secretary of
state stated that like Armenians, “Greek deportees are now in a condition
worse than slavery,” with children going hungry and without clothes.?’3

Assyrian transmission of Ottoman Christian
genocide accounts

In the immediate aftermath of the 1915 massacres, accounts were published
by non-Assyrians. For example, the Los Angeles Times published the story
of an Assyrian from Urmia who confirmed the extermination of the city’s
Christians, the destruction of the surrounding villages, and the deaths of
200,000 innocents while the survivors struggled with hunger.* William
Walter Rockwell, a member of the American Committee for Armenian and
Syrian Relief, published in 1916 a report finding that during World War I,
“great numbers” of Assyrians had died in massacres in the highlands north
of Mosul and as a result of the Turkish occupation of Persia.?> He later
published a book containing the narrative of Abraham Shlemon, who wrote
that the Kurdish tribes from the Jezireh region to the Persian border were
planning to exterminate the Assyrians in order to preempt a Russian inva-
sion of the area.?® Rockwell also included the account of Paul Shimmon
that the Assyrian remnant fled to the Persian-Russian border, where many
perished of hunger, exposure, deprivation, and disease.?’” In February 1916,
the British government commissioned James Bryce and Arnold Toynbee
to compile a report on events in Armenia. Among the evidence collected
by Bryce and Toynbee were testimonies from Assyrians documenting the
destruction of forty villages in the vicinity of Berwar, and 8,500 deaths in a
brief period in the vicinity of Urmia alone.?’®

Foreign diplomatic documents often read like dry lists of cities and popu-
lations that have been destroyed or subjected to atrocities in some way. The
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freshest sense of Assyrian memory of the Ottoman Christian genocide is
conveyed by books written in the late 1910s and early 1920s by authors
such as Joseph (Jean) Naayem, Yonan Shahbaz, and Abraham Yohannan,
Assyrians who wished to communicate to a wider public what was happen-
ing to their communities. In 1916, Yohannan, a professor at Columbia Uni-
versity in New York, wrote that Turkish and Kurdish forces had massacred
many of the Assyrian men of Hakkari, with a contingent of about 30,000
mostly women and children making their way as refugees to northern Per-
sia, where the surviving remnant was often “hungry, and homeless.”?° He
maintained that a total massacre occurred in such communities as Hassan,
Jezireh, Mansuriyeh, Sheikh, and Seert.?®® He wrote that:

by reason, probably, of their small number and lack of representatives,
[the Assyrians] have excited almost no interest. They have no advocates
in the cities of Europe and Asia. In the highlands of Turkey and Persia,
they are without a leader or adviser, and are rarely visited by travelers. . . .

[Yet] the tragedy enacted against the Syrian Nestorians in Urumia,
Persia, in proportion to their numbers and social condition, is hardly
equalled, and never exceeded in history.¢!

Yohannan concluded that Turkish and Persian forces had united to wage
“holy war” on Christians.?*> Shahbaz, meanwhile, described a personal ordeal;
he had fled with his wife from hundreds of armed men intent on murder,
witnessing orphans and babies being left by the road, and the thousands of
Assyrians starving or perishing of exposure in flight from Persia.?®3

In 1921, Joseph (Jean) Naayem, an Assyrian who had acted as a chaplain
to Allied prisoners in Turkey, published his memoirs. His father had been slain
in prison, having been reassured of his family’s safety but then being accused
of aiding rebels.?®* Stating at the start that he is an “Eyewitness and victim” of
the ““atrocities and massacres perpetrated by the Turks,” the book reproduces
“detailed narratives given [to him] personally by eyewitnesses or actual victims
of the persecution who survived, miraculously, their sufferings.” The book also
contains Naayem’s firsthand account of the massacre of 5,000 Christians in
the city of Urfa by Ottoman forces when he was seven years old.?®®

Other Assyrians attempted to communicate what was happening to
their communities. The Chaldean archbishop of Diyarbakir wrote a letter
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published in The Times of London stating that all young Chaldeans pressed
into Ottoman service had perished, followed by a massacre of the other
males, a famine among widows and orphans, and the devastation of homes,
churches, and schools.26¢

Foreign confirmation of Assyrian genocide narratives

A British dossier on Turkish war criminals recounted how Turkish gen-
darmes entered into Assyrian villages and unleashed Kurdish bands to
massacre the population, as at least one gendarmerie commander enslaved
Armenian girls and grew rich with plunder.?¢” Likewise, a British admin-
istrator in the former Ottoman province of Mosul described how Kurds
took Assyrian women captive, drove large numbers to their deaths in flight
across inhospitable terrain, and plundered Assyrian homes and religious
buildings.?®® A former Ottoman official described how Kurds and Otto-
man forces massacred the Assyrians and Armenians of far eastern Anatolia
from Diza to Mush, a swath of towns and villages about 200 miles in
length.?¢ According to Sir Percy Cox, the Assyrians in northwestern Persia
had “practically ceased to exist as a community.”?’® William Francis Hare,
later the British Minister of State for Colonial Affairs, noted that despite
attempting to aid the Allies in the war, the Assyrians were “encircled by the
Turks and exceedingly short of ammunition, [and] they lost altogether by
the end of the War about two-thirds of their total number.”?”* Other high
officials described the Assyrians as losing between one-third and half of
their total numbers, perhaps depending on whether the global or only the
Turkish Assyrian population was meant.?’2 The British also condemned the
Kemalists in 1925 for deporting the remaining Assyro-Chaldean popula-
tions of southeastern Turkey; the measures left the Christian deportees in
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destitution, and involved massacres of men and the deaths of hundreds
more from cold and hunger.?”3

In 1919, Johannes Lepsius, a German Protestant missionary, published
the important collection of German archival material upon which many
studies of the Armenian genocide are based, although typically scholars
writing in the period 1919-1999 often failed to mention that Assyrians
are also mentioned in the Lepsius documents. These documents referred
to deportations and/or massacres in many of the cities and towns depicted
in Figures 1.1 and 1.2: Amadia, Bashkala, Fayshkhabour, Jezireh, Mardin,
Midyat, Nisibin, Tell Ermen, and elsewhere in northern Persia and the Otto-
man provinces of Diyarbakir and Van.?’* In June 1915, Ambassador Ernst
Wilhelm Hohenlohe acknowledged in writing that the Ottoman “govern-
ment is resolved . . . to eliminate the indigenous Christians.”?”’

The Lepsius documents described how not only Turkish officers, mullahs,
and civilians but also the British and French press and “public opinion in
neutral countries” saw Germany as bearing responsibility for the crimes
in Turkey on account of its influence on or even instigation of the Young
Turks.?”® They recognized that “all Christians, irrespective of their race
or religion, have suffered the same fate.”?”” A vice-consul of the German
Empire wrote that “agreement of Germany to this mass murder is being
assumed . . . by all Christians.”278

The German ambassador observed that the “among the Turkish popula-
tion” of central Anatolia, “many believe” that the German government “was
the instigator” of the Armenian extermination.?”® As the “leading power in
the alliance” of the Central Powers, Germany must have been behind these
“atrocities,” the British and French press (and perhaps also the Russian
press) observed.?8? A German officer in Anatolia, Field Marshal Colmar von
der Goltz, received the plan for deporting and resettling masses of people,
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and approved of it.2%! As a general, von der Goltz published a paper on the
weakness of the Ottoman Empire, arguing that Islamicization and reduction
of the Christian minority’s strength would be the solution to its problems.2%?
He gave an order by November 1915 for the Fourth Army to wage war on
the Christians defending Midyat, who were “besieged” and threatened with
“massacres.”?83

A petition to the German chancellor in October 1915 complained that
the “conscience” and “honour” of Germany was offended by the fact that
“innocent Christian blood is being poured in torrents through Muslim
hands, and tens of thousands of Christians are being forced to convert to
Islam,” while Turkey enjoyed an alliance with not only Germany but “all
countries” with feelings of “Islamic solidarity.”28* The “Muslim population”
looked on Germany’s instigation or agreement “partly with approval,” a
German vice-consul wrote.?8% After the nature of the deportations as pre-
texts for massacre had been made clear to him, Ambassador Hans von
Wangenheim in Constantinople wrote in defense of the Ottoman policy,
describing it as an effort to “resettle in Mesopotamia” families hailing from
rebellious regions.?8¢ German propaganda publicized statements in favor of
Ottoman policies that were triggering anti-Christian massacres.?8” A report
for Chancellor Bethmann Hollweg in 1917 described the Ottoman “strat-
egy” as “displacing people to the interior without taking measures for their
survival by exposing them to death, hunger, and illness.”?%8

Likewise, in 1918, Henry Morgenthau, the American Ambassador to the
Ottoman Empire, gave an important speech in which he condemned pro-
posals to confine the Armenians, Assyrians, and Greeks to subjection by a
Turkish-dominated nation-state after the war. He pointed out that Otto-
man Turkish leaders and their allies had “massacred fully 2,000,000 men,
women, and children — Greeks, Assyrians, Armenians; fully 1,500,000
Armenians.”?%° The Ottoman Interior Minister, Taldt Pasha, told him
that the plan was not to leave Christian populations in the country that
might rebel as the Bulgarians had, in league with Russia; their “passion for
Turkifying the nation seemed to demand logically the extermination of all
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Christians.”?*° Like the reports for the German leadership, Morgenthau’s
memoirs stated that

Greek girls, just like Armenian girls, were stolen and taken to Turkish
harems and Greek boys were kidnapped and placed in Moslem house-
holds. . . . Everywhere the Greeks were gathered in groups and, under
the so-called protection of Turkish gendarmes, they were transported,
the larger part on foot, into the interior.?*!

He added that after

the civilized world did not [sufficiently] protest against these depor-
tations the Turks afterward decided to apply the same methods on a
larger scale not only to the Greeks but to the . . . Nestorians, and others
of its subject peoples.?*?

The notion the Ottoman policy of genocide was directed against the
Armenian race, rather than against Christians in general, was put to the test
once again when the Vatican gave historian Michael Hesemann access to
hundreds of pages of previously unstudied documents in the Vatican Secret
Archive. Hesemann announced to the Catholic news agency Zenit that the
records confirmed that there was a “genocide by definition of the United
Nations and, at the same time, the greatest persecution of Christians in his-
tory, when altogether 2.5 million were killed — 1.5 million Armenians and
about one million Syrian and Greek Christians.”?® He noted that Armenian
women and children could be spared killing if they became Kurdish or Turk-
ish slaves, so these victims should be added to the count.?®* Importantly,
Hesemann concludes: “Armenians weren’t killed because they were Arme-
nian, but because they were Christians.”?**

The decline of the Assyrian population illustrates how widespread the
attacks on the Assyrians were. The Assyrian population of Anatolia plum-
meted from roughly 3-4% of the total population in 1880 to less than 0.5%
in 1927. A figure of 4% is the result of dividing the British estimate?*® of
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500,000 Assyrians in 1880 by the Ottoman census estimate of 11.85 million
persons in present-day Turkey in 1880.2°7 The Ottoman census estimate of
11.85 million persons is the sum of provincial figures.??® A figure of less than
3% results from dividing the British estimate of 500,000 Assyrians in 1880
from the French estimate for the sum of Armenian and Muslim populations
in present-day Turkey in the 1890s.2? Dividing Turkey’s estimated 71,000
Assyrians and Greeks according to the 1927 census3? by that instrument’s
figure of 13.6 million persons in Turkey generates a figure of about 0.5% of
the population being Assyrian or Greek in 1927.3% The Assyrian population
of Persia fell from 2% in 1850 to 0.1% in 1956, with the Ottoman invasion
occurring in between.3?? Few other genocides left such a small remnant.

The overall Assyrian population is, therefore, many millions below the level
it would have been had the cities and tribes of Assyria not been decimated
and dispersed in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.3*® For example, if
there had been 500,000 Assyrians and one million Kurds in the Ottoman
Empire in the late nineteenth century, and if the Assyrian population had
grown until 1990 at a similar rate to the Kurdish population, there should
have been about six to seven million Assyrians in Turkey alone in 1990.3%
The Turkish Assyrians would be a people on a scale similar to the popula-
tion of Azerbaijan in 1990 or of Libya in 2011.

In the aftermath of World War II, the Assyrian nation threatened to be
completely forgotten. International diplomacy subordinated Assyrian sur-
vival to oil deals, shifting military alliances, and ethnonationalism. The
Assyrians were largely ignored by the United Nations.3®> Raphael Lemkin
prepared several documents which analyzed these massacres as a genocide
to be regarded as being on a par with the Armenian genocide.3°® However,
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unlike the Gypsies, these references to the Assyrians did not make it into the
official reports of the United Nations that were concerned with genocide
and its history.3” The founders of Israel also looked to the Assyrians as a
warning from history.3?® Yet even these facts were forgotten for many years.

Contemporary remembrance

There was a gap between the major works on Seyfo published between 1915
and the 1930s, and the rise of genocide studies in the 1990s.3% Paul Shim-
mon, Jacob Sargis, Surma d’Bait Mar Shimun, Joseph (Jean) Naayem, Yonan
Shahbaz, and Abraham Yohannan had documented the genocide early on,
and in English. Since the 1980s, a process has been followed in which both
scholars and descendants of Assyrian survivors have sought to establish an
historical account of what occurred. Initially led by members of the Syrian
Orthodox Church the Assyrian Diaspora has expanded these efforts. The
Assyrian Universal Alliance organized efforts to obtain Seyfo recognition
and the Assyrian Australian Academic Society produced a documentary film
on the topic in 1999.319 The film contained eyewitness accounts of Seyfo-era
massacres from survivors or family members of survivors, including Deacon
Asmar, Gewargis David, Jelila Musa Gorgis, Rezko Shabo, Musa Shamoon,
and Gewargis Zorzan.’'! In 2005, Sabri Atman and other Assyrian activists
formed the Seyfo Center to gain international recognition of the Assyrian
genocide. The organization used conferences, interviews, publications, and
a comprehensive website to further this end.3!?

A number of non-Assyrian scholars contributed to the remembrance of the
Assyrian genocide, and to placing it in the wider context of Ottoman Turki-
fication policies. In 1982, historian James Tashjian published a book chap-
ter in an anthology on genocide that included Greeks, Jacobites, Nestorians,
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Maronites, Syrians, and Yezidis in the picture.’'3 In 1994, genocide scholar
Rudolph J. Rummel concluded that the Young Turks committed genocide
against the Ottoman Greeks and slaughters against the Ottoman Assyri-
ans.’™ About a decade ago, Donald Bloxham of the University of Edinburgh
argued that tens of thousands of Assyrians perished in “massacre[s] before
and after April — May 1915, and [due to] wartime starvation and the condi-
tions of flight.”3"> He concluded that “closest parallel to the wartime fate of
the Armenians was that of the Ottoman ‘Assyrians.’”3'® Along with A. Dirk
Moses, Bloxham maintained that tens of thousands, and up to 250,000,
Assyrians died of massacres, as refugees, or due to starvation and disease,
in a close imitation of the Armenian genocide.?'” Scholars conversant with
German also look to the works of Martin Tamcke and Tessa Hofmann.3'$

More than twenty years ago, Gabriele Yonan collected testimonies from
Assyrian victims and British and German observers, among other persons, of
a forgotten genocide of the Assyrians in the mid-nineteenth and early twen-
tieth centuries.>'® Her work has focused on the German Foreign Office’s
role in inciting genocide. Yonan argued that the German Kaiser, the German
Intelligence Service for the Orient, and the German Embassy in Constanti-
nople had helped bring about the Assyrian “Holocaust” by aiding and abet-
ting plans of the Ottoman sultan-caliph and Pan-Islamic forces for a “holy
war” against the Christian allies of Britain and Russia.3?° She quoted from a
letter from Mar Shimun Benjamin, published in German in 1916:

When the constitution was introduced in Turkey, we believed in the
government’s promise guaranteeing us safety, and sold a large portion
of our weapons. They led us to believe that the Kurds had also been
disarmed. In this manner, our people became defenseless. After declar-
ing Jihad (“holy war”), the Turks decided to wipe us out like the Arme-
nians, and let us be attacked by their troops and by the Kurds among
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whom we live. Our situation got even worse when Khalil Bey retreated
with his defeated army through our valleys in April of this year, after
suffering defeats in Salamas in the Urmia region. . . .

At the end of May, the Turkish troops from Mosul marched into our
area. This is when the official massacres and devastations in our villages
began.3?!

Further, Yonan excerpted German diplomatic correspondence published by
Johannes Lepsius in 1919.32? In it, the German ambassador in Constanti-
nople confirmed to the German imperial chancellor that a systematic exter-
mination (systematischen Ausrottung) regardless of race or denomination
of Christianity had taken place under the Ottoman governor of Diyarba-
kir Rashid Bey.3?? In addition, Yonan demonstrated that the German vice-
consul in Mosul wrote to the German Embassy in Constantinople that
Ottoman officials in the vicinity of Amadia (present-day Iraq) and Diyar-
bakir (present-day Turkey) were permitting anti-Christian massacres to be
perpetrated by the Kurds.??* Another document identified by Yonan written
by a German vice-diplomat at Erzurum reported that the highland Assyrians
were deported and destroyed “by Turkish troops from Mosul,” with their
settlements devastated and the survivors fleeing towards Russia, and that
the Ottoman invasion of Persia included the massacre and deportations of
the Armenian and Assyrian populations of northern Persia.3?’

In 2006, historian Taner Ak¢am also argued that the Assyrians were
among the first victims of Turkification policy.3?¢ Ak¢am published an in-
depth analysis of Ottoman telegram traffic and other archival material and
concluded that Ottoman deportation policies affecting the Armenians also
swept up the Assyrians and Greeks and that this policy had been formulated
prior to the war with Britain and Russia, contrary to Kaiser and others.3%’
In 2007, Ak¢am contended that Ziya Gokalp, a member of the Young Turk
regime in Turkey from 1911 to 1918, inspired the Ottoman leadership to
seek a fusion of government and national religion, with a founding mythol-
ogy of treason by minorities against Turks, just as the Nazis used the myth
of the Jewish “stab in the back” causing the German defeat during World
War 1.328 In a more recent analysis of the genocide as an anti-Christian cam-
paign, Ak¢am argued that the Ottoman leadership during World War I used
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religion to motivate Ottoman subjects to kill the Christians, as many Kurds,
for example, did in the Assyrian case.3?’

In 2006, David Gaunt and I separately published comprehensive analyses
of the Assyrian genocide, based on Assyrian, English, French, German, Otto-
man, Persian, and Russian sources.>3® As Aryo Makko observed in 2011,
“[t]he work of Yonan and the modern pieces of Gaunt and Travis are con-
sidered standard references today . . . [Their] works . . . have had a substan-
tial impact on integrating Seyfo in related academic fields.”33! The time was
ripe to apply the legal concept of genocide as articulated in international law
to such archival evidence as the reports of the German Consul in Aleppo,
Walter RofSler, concerning the extermination of the Assyrians of Tur Abdin
and the deportation and massacre of those from Diyarbakir, Harput, and
Mardin.?3? Rofler indicated that the killing and deportation of Assyrians
took place well before September 1916.333 The German consul in Erzurum,
Max Erwin von Scheubner-Richter, relayed to Berlin that, as of 1916, the
Assyrians of Hakkari had been “annihilated” after deportation.334

Moreover, my work and that of Joseph Yacoub revealed that sources
from the Triple Entente of Britain, France, and Russia echoed German and
American accounts of an anti-Christian mass killing of non-Turks. William
Francis Hare, later the Minister of State for Colonial Affairs, observed that
“the Assyrians . . . lost . . . about two-thirds of their total number.”33% Col.
Ronald S. Stafford, a British official in postwar Iraq, wrote that one in every
three Assyrians was slain, as the “men were no doubt massacred and their
women and girls distributed round the countryside.”33¢ A Russian diplomat
and scholar in Urmia, Basil Nikitine, described the Assyrians as being eradi-
cated and their villages as being destroyed.?3” A French missionary, Mgr.
Jacques-Eugéne Manna, wrote of a pattern of massacres and deportations
from homes and villages.?3® All of this recalls the rule that genocidal intent
may be inferred from systematic atrocities, including deportation, physical
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attacks on the group, the use of derogatory language toward members of the
group, the extent of bodily injury, and methodical planning.3%°

In 2007, Anahit Khosroeva, an Assyrian academic in Armenia whose
roots are in the Urmia region, published a significant account of the Assyr-
ian genocide in a collection of essays on the Armenian genocide. She empha-
sized that even prior to 1915, massacres by Sultan ‘Abdulhamid’s so-called
Hamidiye cavalry in 1896 claimed tens of thousands of Assyrian and even
more Armenian lives. She cited an Armenian source for 70,000 Assyrians
being killed in the Ottoman highlands in 1915, with tens of thousands more
falling victim in Tur Abdin and northern Persia, for an approximate total of
250,000 deaths by 1919.340 Other scholars have since made similar observa-
tions, in the context of studies primarily of the Armenians.3*!

International recognition of the Assyrian genocide

In 2000, writer and activist Thea Halo documented the harrowing ordeal of
her mother’s Pontic Greek community and wrote of the Assyrian genocide as
well.3*2 Her book, entitled Not Even My Name, brought belated attention
to the Assyrian and Greek genocides alongside the better-known Armenian
genocide.?* Halo likely contributed to the passage of a resolution on recogni-
tion of the Armenian, Assyrian, and Greek genocides by the State of New York
in the year 2000, which was repeated in later years.3** States other than New
York also recognized the Greek genocide, including Florida, Illinois, Mas-
sachusetts, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and South Carolina.?* In 2006, Halo
criticized the drafters of a French parliamentary resolution on denial of the
Armenian genocide for leaving out the Assyrian and Greek victims entirely.34®
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Since 2006, recognition of the Assyrian genocide has occurred at an accel-
erated pace, as scholarly resistance faded. In that year, the European Par-
liament recognized the Assyrian genocide.?*” The European rapporteur on
Turkey’s progress towards accession to the European Union also denounced
Turkey’s Penal Code, Article 301, which prohibits criticizing the Turkish
race, government, or army because this obstructs research on Ottoman
genocides.>*® The European Parliament “stresse[d] that, although the rec-
ognition of the Armenian genocide . . . is indispensable for a country on the
road to membership to come to terms with and recognise its past,” and that
a similar need existed in the Assyrian and Greek cases, so that Turkey should
“facilitate the work of researchers, intellectuals and academics working on
this question, ensuring them the access to the historical archives and . . . all
the relevant documents.”3# Also in 2006, the Hon. Stephen Pound made a
motion in the British parliament for recognition of the Assyrian genocide.3%°

In 2007, the International Association of Genocide Scholars issued a
resolution recognizing the Assyrian genocide.>' Three years after that, the
Swedish parliament passed a resolution calling on the Swedish government
to pressure Turkey to recognize the Assyrian and Greek genocides in the
Ottoman Empire alongside the Armenian genocide. The resolution applied
the Genocide Convention definition and declared that hundreds of thou-
sands of Assyrians had fallen victim.332

In 2007 and 2010, the U.S. Congress considered resolutions to recognize
and memorialize the Armenian genocide, but withdrew them under threats
to U.S. bases in Turkey and supply lines to Iraq and perhaps elsewhere
as well.3>3 The historian Bernard Lewis, whose work was instrumental in
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persuading prominent American policymakers to support the invasion of
Iraq,®** said that “[w]hat happened to the Armenians was the result of a
massive armed rebellion.”3% In late October 2007, the recognition bill’s
sponsor agreed to withdraw it, citing a potential Turkish invasion of north-
ern Iraq.3*® Another factor that may have affected the calculus in Congress
is that Turkey blockaded Armenia’s land crossings to the west, citing the
genocide recognition campaign as a prime reason for doing s0.3*” The Bush
administration opposed the resolution.?*® Several former secretaries of
state wrote to the speaker of the House of Representatives that “Turkey
is an indispensable partner to our efforts in Iraq and Afghanistan, helping
U.S. military with access to Turkish airspace, military bases, and the bor-
der crossing with Iraq,” and aiding with U.S. interventions with its “NATO
allies in the Balkans.”3%

In 2007, then-candidate Barack Obama condemned “denial” of the Arme-
nian genocide and campaign official Samantha Power praised his ability
to “speak truth to power” on this topic.3¢? After his inauguration in 2009,
however, he stopped speaking truth to power on Turkey. On March 17,
2009, congressman Schiff and seventy-six original cosponsors introduced a
resolution for “affirmation” of the U.S. record on the Armenian genocide.3¢!
The report on the resolution documented that President Ronald Reagan had
used the term “genocide” in 1981, while Presidents William J. Clinton and
George W. Bush had spoken of murder and massacres.3¢?

On March 16, 2010, an aide to President Obama announced the admin-
istration’s opposition to the resolution, suggesting that “our interest is in
a full, frank and just acknowledgement of the facts related to the events
of 1915” by “the Armenian and Turkish people themselves.”3¢3 This was
contrary to Obama’s practice with respect to the Holocaust, Bosnia, Libya,
Rwanda, Sudan, and Palestine, which was to condemn genocide or human-
rights violations himself, rather than deferring to the peoples themselves
to do so in their own way. In 2012, instead of waiting for the reports of
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joint commissions by supporters of the Khmer Rouge and their opponents,
Hutu extremists and their opponents, the Bosnian Serb nationalists and
their opponents, or the Sudanese government and its opponents, President
Obama compared the Holocaust to “[t]he killings in Cambodia, the kill-
ings in Rwanda, the killings in Bosnia, the killings in Darfur,” which “shock
our conscience.”3%* He compared this “madness” that permeates an entire
country to how “the Holocaust may have reached its barbaric climax at
Treblinka and Auschwitz and Belzec, but it started in the hearts of ordinary
men and women.”3¢5 In 2009, President Obama remarked that “the Holo-
caust was driven by many of the same forces that have fueled atrocities” in
other places, and compared those who rescued Jews from the Nazis to his
commitment as president to prevent atrocities such as those that occurred in
Rwanda and Darfur, historical events that occurred before he became presi-
dent.3%¢ Also in 2009 he said that: “The situation for the Palestinian people
is intolerable. And America will not turn our backs on the legitimate Pales-
tinian aspiration for dignity, opportunity, and a state of their own.”3¢” The
situation of Turkish Christians, genocide survivors experiencing the death
throes of their civilization, was tolerable. In 2011, he compared the situa-
tion in Libya to how “people were being brutalized in Bosnia in the 1990s”
as an example of “preventing genocide.”3%® Ten days earlier, he called for
“international accountability” for such civilian killings.3¢°

The new U.S. policy of deference to the successors of the perpetrators was
also contrary to the practice of Hillary Clinton, who spoke repeatedly of
“genocide” in Bosnia, Cambodia, Iraq, Kosovo, Sudan, and Rwanda.3”° Sec-
retary Clinton declared these genocides without waiting for a commission
report or the blessing of the people of Sudan, for example, even though she
announced in 2010 that she and “her government would ‘work very hard
to make sure [the Armenian Genocide resolution] does not go to the House
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floor.”37! Secretary Clinton compared a variety of genocides to the Holo-
caust in 2012, arguing that “what we mean when we say never again” is
that “at the end of the twentieth century we have seen campaigns of harass-
ment and violence” on grounds of race or religion, and “some which aimed
at the destruction of a particular group of people, meeting the definition of
genocide,” including people being “dragged from their homes” and “ethni-
cally cleansed” in Kosovo, the “massacre in the city of Benghazi,” and “the
ongoing violence in Syria.”37?

Representative Ileana Ros-Lehtinen of Florida, who became the chair-
man of the House Foreign Affairs Committee in 2011, proposed that the
resolution be rejected, but that “any archives that may contain relevant
documents regarding the atrocities, warfare and inter-ethnic violence in the
Ottoman Empire in that period, which have not been fully opened, should
be made immediately available to both countries, to a joint historical com-
mission” and to researchers.3”® That was contrary to her own practice on
Bosnia, Cuba, Iran, Iraq, Libya, Saudi Arabia, Syria, and Venezuela, which
was to condemn past genocides and rights violations herself rather than
deferring to a joint commission of persons who supported the alleged per-
petrators of genocide or other crimes, and those who opposed such mass
atrocities.>”*

In 2010, the House Committee on Foreign Affairs adopted resolution 252
to recognize the Armenian genocide using the U.N. definition. The measure
died after the full House refused to schedule a vote on it.3”> In the United
States, the Assyrian genocide is unlikely to be recognized at the federal level
because, as Senate Majority Leader Bob Dole once stated, the “only geno-
cides we can talk about [in Congress]| are those which do not embarrass an
ally, [and] do not threaten an American company’s profit margin.”37¢ Thus,
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Armenian genocide recognition has issued from the White House rather
than from Congress, and presidents since George H.W. Bush have retreated
even from mentioning the Armenians as a case of genocide.

The states of the United States, as well as foreign nations, have been more
active in this area since 2010. In that year, California recognized the role of
the Armenian and Assyrian extermination in motivating Raphael Lemkin
to coin the term “genocide” and proclaimed April of each year a Genocide
Awareness Month.3”7 In 2012-2013, the parliament of New South Wales,
Australia, recognized the Armenian/Assyrian/Greek genocide.3”® In 2013,
several deputies in the Australian parliament backed a motion to recognize
the Armenian genocide and to condemn it.3”” Turkish diplomats condemned
the resolutions as “hate speech” against the Turkish race.’®® In support
of the New South Wales resolution, it was said that Raphael Lemkin, a visit-
ing lecturer of law at Yale University in the late 1940s who developed the
definition of genocide, saw the crime predominantly manifested in history
as a problem of cultural and religious struggle:

The term “genocide” was coined by Polish jurist Raphael Lemkin in
1943, drawing heavily on the experiences of the Armenians, Assyr-
ians and Hellenic Greeks. As Lemkin stated in a radio broadcast on
23 December 1947, “History and the present are full of genocide cases.
Christians of various denominations, Moslems and Jews, Armenians
and Slavs, Greeks and Russians, dark skinned Hereros in Africa and
white skinned Poles perished by millions from this crime.”38!

In 2014, the State of California mentioned the Assyrians (and Syriacs), Pontians,
and other Greeks in the context of the systematic killing of millions of persons
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during the Armenian genocide.?®? In 2014-20135, the Armenian and Greek par-
liaments recognized the Assyrian and Greek genocides, with the Greek parlia-
ment actually criminalizing denial of the Assyrian and Greek genocides.?®3 The
deputy speaker of the Armenian National Assembly explained that

we want to show society and our Greek and Assyrian brothers and
sisters and the international community that the National Assembly of
the Republic of Armenia and all the political forces attach importance
to [the] condemnation of the genocide perpetrated against the Greeks
and Assyrians.3%

The Russian Duma and the Dutch lower house of parliament made similar
moves in 2015.3%° The German parliament recognized Assyrians as victims
in passing a resolution commemorating the Armenian genocide in 2016.38¢
Thus, today there is an established academic and parliamentary record of
recognition of the Assyrian genocide, and the possibility that its denial may
be criminalized, as in Greece.

Although the Chamber of the European Court of Human Rights con-
cluded that persons living in Europe have the freedom of expression to deny
the Armenian genocide, the Council of Europe has directed its members to
pass laws criminalizing rhetoric celebrating the Holocaust or the Armenian
genocide in the context of xenophobia or hate speech. European law man-
dates that member states of the European Union enact legislation to crimi-
nalize acts condoning, trivializing, or denying past genocides, crimes against
humanity, or war crimes.3%”
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The imperialists write back

Defenders of the Ottoman Empire’s wartime record are a diverse lot, includ-
ing American scholars and British officials as well as Kurds and Turks of
various nationalities. In general, a line of continuity runs from the early
diplomatic and propagandistic theories of the Ottoman Empire and Turk-
ish Republic, to contemporary pro-Ottoman scholarly work. Many of the
members of the Young Turk regime that perpetrated the Ottoman Christian
genocide secured high positions in the Turkish Republic.3®® The Republic
created institutions to perpetuate the World War I-era propaganda about
the Armenians and Greeks in particular.?®® One of these institutions, the
Turkish Historical Society, has published work on the Assyrians as well.
Its early leader was a disciple of Gokalp, who led the drive for forcible
Turkification.3%°

In the publications of the Turkish Historical Society, the destruction of
memory is based upon inverting the historical record to make the Ottoman
Turkish civilization the victim of minority schemes and atrocities. Ottoman-
ist scholars are inclined to dismiss evidence of Ottoman official criminality,
racial and ethnic violence, and mass extermination as incredible. Such schol-
ars tend to disregard victim testimonials that massacres occurred as being
biased and unworthy of attention.3*! Moreover, the publications by persons
linked to the Turkish Historical Society and the Institute for Turkish Studies
claim that the Ottoman Assyrian Christian population may have been as
low as 300,000. Such low-end estimates of the number of Armenians and
Assyrians living in the Ottoman Empire in 1914 deemphasize the scale of
the destruction.??
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Sonyel has argued that there was no genocide of the Armenians or Assyr-
ians, although “some lives were lost” due to deportations amid generalized
chaos and poverty. According to Sonyel, Assyrians, rather being deported,
underwent a “self-inflicted exodus.” Yet the same author argued in 1994
that the Bosnian Muslims had suffered genocide, taking at face value their
leaders’ claims of 250,000 deaths and disregarding evidence of rebellion,
civil war violence, terrorism, and foreign intervention by Iran, Pakistan,
Turkey, and other states.3*3 Of course, this toll of 250,000 represented a
much smaller share of the millions of Yugoslav Muslims than the 250,000
Ottoman Assyrians was of their population; there were more than two
million Yugoslav Muslims in 1990 and more than four million altogether
in 1998 in the large former Yugoslav republics.?** The Bosnian Muslims
today also manifest much less evidence of destruction of their territory or
faith and much more evidence of cultural survival, demographic strength,
and political power than do the Assyrians of Iran and Turkey, or even of
Iraq and Syria.

Relying upon the work of Sonyel and others, the American historian
Justin McCarthy suggested that Armenians and Assyrians had exaggerated
their losses and engaged in “shooting,” so there could be no genocide.?*
McCarthy emphasized two-sided killing and called allegations of geno-
cide “fraudulent” because 5.5 million Ottoman Muslims died in wars or
due to starvation and disease from between 1821 and 1922, and 5§ million
more were displaced.?”® The German Foreign Office documents published
in English by Wolfgang Gust, first on the Internet and then in a useful one-
volume edition, show that few of these deaths took place in the Armenian
and Assyrian heartland of Van province; most probably occurred in wars
with larger powers.>*”

In 2000, Professor McCarthy contributed an entry to an encyclopedia
of Turkish heritage claiming that the main evidence of anti-Armenian and
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anti-Assyrian massacres was the anonymous, “fabricated,” and “unidenti-
fied” reports by the victims or eyewitnesses.?*® McCarthy implied that the
authors of these reports must have been biased due to their race. This point
was previously made by Sonyel, who had no trouble accepting the testimo-
nies of Bosnian Muslims against the Yugoslav government.3%’

Building on McCarthy’s work, the American political scientist Guenter
Lewy published in 2005 The Armenian Massacres in Ottoman Turkey: A
Disputed Genocide.**® Although it did not focus on Assyrians, Lewy’s find-
ings echoed the narrative pioneered by Ottoman officials and the Turkish
Historical Society that local rebellions provoked two-sided ethnic violence
and some defensive, originally humane deportations of Armenians. Hilmar
Kaiser subsequently adopted a similar narrative for the Assyrian case, utiliz-
ing archival records to suggest that there was no Ottoman intent to deport or
annihilate the Assyrians.*! McCarthy suggested that with the publication of
Lewy’s work, further investigation of the Armenian genocide should stop.*?
On the other hand, Taner Ak¢am challenged Lewy’s assumption that there
was little documentary evidence or testimony supporting an official Ottoman
role in the ethnic violence, pointing out that extensive trials uncovered the
proof, that the massacres were known at the ministerial level, and that the
officials of Diyarbakir were rewarded after exterminating “all Christians.”*%3

Lewy’s argument that thousands of Turks and Kurds may have died, and
McCarthy’s estimate that 5.5 million died over a century, do not, of course,
disprove the existence of an Ottoman Christian genocide. Lewy describes a
“terrible death toll among Turkish Muslims,” without noting in that discus-
sion that the 780,000 Turkish deaths to which he refers represented less than
10% of the Muslim population of 12.5 million in 1914.4%* The Germans
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and Austrians, of course, experienced much larger losses in absolute terms
during and after World War II than the Turks and Kurds did in World War I.
Seven to nine million Germans died from 1939 and 1954, including one mil-
lion prisoners of war and two to four million civilians deported from areas
occupied by the Soviet Red Army.*? Going back decades earlier, as McCar-
thy does, 2.7 million more Germans died in fighting, from their wounds, or
from hunger during World War 1.4%¢ Surely Lewy would not conclude from
these tolls that there was a genocide of Germans starting in 1914 or 1941,
or that the Nazis were innocent of genocide against Jews.

Turkish deaths from war and poverty should also be considered in light
of the Ottomans launching a war against Russia and its ally Britain, push-
ing towards Central Asia and India, and the fact that the census of 1927
revealed a country that had become 98% Muslim.*?” By contrast, the Assyr-
ian population of present-day Turkey declined as a share of the total pop-
ulation well below the minuscule share of the population in present-day
Germany that is Jewish.*08

Akgam also argues that Lewy does not persuasively articulate excuses
for the Ottoman government’s role in the targeted killings of Christian sol-
diers and forced laborers, who were not pro-Russian rebels.*?® For example,
Ottoman police and secret service press-ganged Christian men for forced
labor and death marches.*'® A correspondent for a New York newspaper
reported the mood in Constantinople during the press-ganging: “The Euro-
pean war makes the Turks think that this is their golden opportunity for
turkifying the empire from the one end to the other.”*'! About 200,000
Christian men press-ganged into service by the Ottomans would perish.*!2
Yohannan remarked of this service that groups of men on their way back
from it were “massacred in cold blood.”*!3

Some scholars other than Sonyel and Ozdemir argue that there could not
have been a genocide because some Armenian and Assyrian men fought
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or attempted to resist the Ottoman military.*'* Of course, genocidal lead-
ers routinely describe victim populations as the enemy or as committing
crimes against the state. Hitler blamed Jewish men and women for rebel-
ling against the Weimar Republic and trying to create the Bavarian Socialist
Republic with backing from Moscow, and for provoking the British into
war with Germany after that.*!> He claimed that Jewish and Slavic com-
munists had murdered or starved to death 30 million people prior to the
outbreak of World War II, a toll which would have included many Soviet
Germans, Catholics, and other Christians.*'¢ In the “gigantic struggle” with
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415
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the Soviets and their allies, “the nation that loses will cease to exist,” he
alleged.*'” He connected the deaths of hundreds of thousands of Germans
in World War I with Jewish and socialist influence on the Reich.*'® He saw
the world war as an apocalyptic struggle for Germany’s very survival.*!® “By
economic strangulation of the Reich, they intended to destroy the basis for
the material existence of the German nation,” he explained.*?° Nevertheless,
and despite the fact that the word “genocide,” much less a genocide treaty,
did not exist when the Nazi anti-Jewish campaign began and reached its
peak in 1942, the United States told the International Court of Justice in
1951 that “the extermination of millions of Jews and Poles by the Nazis
[was an] outstanding example of the crime of genocide.”**!

More recently, the international judges in The Hague, ruling on motions
filed in the Bosnian Muslim genocide cases, ruled that the desire to seek
revenge on a religious group for rebelling against the state is a sufficient
basis to find genocidal intent.*?? The Bosnian Serb leadership feared that
the supposed Bosnian Muslim and Croatian Catholic “villains” of World
War II were being emulated by rebels against the Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia.*?? The judges in one case ruled that some “signs of religious
and national animus” were a sufficient basis to find genocidal intent in an
international trial.*?* Technically, the finding of these judges was that the evi-
dence, taken in the light most favorable to prosecution, could satisfy a person
beyond a reasonable doubt that genocide occurred.*?> Other evidence of note
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concerned the Serb forces’ alleged expulsion of 30,000 Muslims and Croats,
effort to change the religion of Muslim captives, and destruction of public
and private property belonging to Muslims.*?¢

Like Sonyel, the government of Turkey has not hesitated to recognize
genocides in the context of rebellion or secession, outside of the context of its
own history. These include the supposed “genocides” of the Turkish Cypriot
Muslims, the Chechen Muslims of the Russian Federation, the Bosnian and
Kosovar Albanian Muslims of Yugoslavia, the Muslims of East Turkestan
(China), and the Palestinian Muslims under Israeli occupation and bomb-
ing.*?” In none of these cases, it appears, did two-sided casualties or a threat
to national security preclude the recognition by the Turkish government of
“genocide.” Indeed, in several cases, members of the victim group exercised
political power after the alleged genocide had taken place, indicating an
absence of an intention to annihilate them. For example, a Bosnian Muslim
became the leader or co-leader of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Turkish Cypriots
exercised political power since the 1980s in the Turkish Republic of North-
ern Cyprus, and Kosovo and Palestine have been led by Muslims.

A key pillar of pro-Ottoman writing is that there was no Ottoman rac-
ism. While surveying evidence on both sides of the debate, Lewy questions
whether there was Ottoman racism.*?® Some of the pro-Ottoman litera-
ture does not recognize that there were statements by Ottoman officials
to German or American diplomats indicating an intention to eliminate
specific ethnic or religious groups, such as when Minister of Interior Talat
Pasha told a German embassy official that the Turkish government “is
intent on taking advantage of the World War in order to [make a] clean
sweep of internal enemies — the indigenous Christians — without being
hindered in doing so by diplomatic intervention from other countries.”*?’
Or that there were statements that the “government is resolved . . . to
eliminate the indigenous Christians.”*3° Or that an Ottoman official
proclaimed that the empire must be “exclusively Turkish” and free of
“foreign elements.”*3! Sonyel also does not come to grips with the pro-
hibition of non-Turkish surnames and village names that had been in use
for centuries by indigenous Christian populations, prohibitions enacted

426 Ibid., 20925, 20944, 20947.

427 Travis, “The Assyrian Genocide,” 132; UPI, Turkey’s PM Accuses Israel of Genocide
(Mar. 14, 2012), www.upi.com/Top_News/World-News/2012/03/14/Turkeys-PM-accuses-
Israel-of-genocide/UPI-45691331725313/ (last visited Nov. 1, 2014).

428 Lewy, Armenian Massacres, 45-46.

429 Travis, ““Native Christians Massacred,” 343.

430 Ibid., translating Yonan, Ein vergessener Holocaust, 99, quoting Johannes Lepsius,
Deutschland und Armenien: Sammlung diplomatischer Aktenstucke (Potsdam: Tempel-
verlag, 1919), 116.

431 Hovannisian, “Introduction,” 10, quoting Yves Ternon, Mardin 1915: Anatomie pathologique
d’une destruction (Paris: Geuthner, 2007), 168.
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in Turkey after the West had abandoned the Armenians and Assyrians to
their fate.*3? Surely if the Bosnian Serbs had prohibited the use of Muslim
given names or Turkic surnames in Bosnia, this would be seen by Sonyel
and others as genocidal intent by infliction of serious mental harm and
destruction of a culture. Similarly, if Greater Serbia had been declared
a Christian state after the Bosnian Muslim genocide of 1992-1995,
this would have been viewed as powerful evidence of genocide; Turkey
became an Islamic state in 1928.433

In neither Rwanda nor Yugoslavia was a group actually destroyed; indeed,
in both cases, the group victimized by genocide saw one of its members
become the head of state in the affected territory.*3* Rwanda still has approx-
imately 1.7 million Tutsi residents and Tutsis dominate politics according to
Freedom House.**> Imagine that an Assyrian leader had reconquered his-
toric Assyria from the Ottomans and become president of Assyria at the
Paris Peace Conference; would we still speak of an Assyrian genocide today?

Explaining amnesia as to the Assyrian fate

It is sometimes said that there is a general amnesia regarding eastern Anato-
lia in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.*3¢ This may be true as regards
official memory insofar as it emphasizes Istanbul or past sultans or presi-
dents of Turkey, but it ignores a crucial difference between “Armenia” and
“Kurdistan,” on the one hand, which have received extensive treatment
from scholars and within the United Nations, and the Ottoman Assyrians,
Greeks, and Yezidis, groups generally ignored prior to 2006. The amnesia
regarding eastern Turkey is more pronounced when it comes to the Assyrian,

432 Orhan Kemal Cengiz, “How the Names of Places Have Been Changed in Turkey,” Today’s
Zaman (July 14, 2011), www.todayszama.com; Orom Lahdo, “The Assimilation Policy
of Turkey Continues on Surnames,” EasternStar News Agency (Feb. 11,2008), www.aina.
org/mews/20080211032311.htm, citing Soy Ad: Kanunu (Law on Last Names [or Race
Names]), Nr 2525 (June 21, 1934), Diistur (Code of Laws), Third Set, vol. 15, addenda
(Ankara: Tuurkiye Biyitk Meclis, 1282-1283).

433 Ozlem Denli, “Freedom of Religion: Secularist Policies and Islamic Challenges,” in Zehra
Kabasakal Arat (Ed.), Human Rights in Turkey (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania
Press, 2007), 87-100, 90.

434 Perhaps the closest thing to a group being actually destroyed by genocide in these cases are
the Twa of Rwanda, but 25,000 of them remain; 30% were killed in 1994. David King,
Rwanda (New York: Marshall Cavendish, 2007), 75.

435 This is based on a Tutsi population share of 14%. “Hutu and Tutsi,” in Henry Louis Gates,
Jr. and Kwame Anthony Appiah (Eds.), Encyclopedia of Africa (Oxford: Oxford Refer-
ence, 2010), www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/oi/authority.20110803095952251.
See also, Freedom House, Rwanda: Country Report, Freedom in the World (2015), https://
freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world/2015/rwanda.

436 For a survey of such comments, see Alla Mirzoyan, Armenia, the Regional Powers, and the
West: Between History and Geopolitics (London: Springer, 2010), 101-103.
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Greek, and Yezidi genocides, as opposed to the fate of the Kurds.*¥” Prior to
my own work on the subject, “genocide in the Middle East” was a concept
used generally to refer to the Palestinians, the Kurds of Iraq and Turkey, and
a few other cases.

As René Lemarchand has written, the Assyrian genocide has been cast
into “oblivion” by the United Nations and generally indifferent scholars.*3*
When the United Nations recognized the Armenian genocide in 1985, it
left out the Assyrian, Greek, and Yezidi victims of the Ottoman and post-
Ottoman campaign to cleanse non-Muslims and non-Turks from Anatolia,
Armenia, and northern Persia.*?® Likewise, when the United States and sev-
eral European countries recognized the Armenian genocide, Assyrians were
not mentioned, almost without exception.**® More than forty U.S. states
recognized the Armenian genocide and some of them include it in history
curricula for youth. In the State of Massachusetts, for example, the genocide
and human rights curricula included “the Armenian genocide” but omitted
its Assyrian victims.**!

437 The Yezidi genocide reached its peak in 1915-1918 and was perpetrated by Ottoman forces.
Genocide Prevention Now, “The Virtually Unknown Genocide of Yezidis by the Turks
Along with the Armenians, Assyrians, and Greeks,” Genocide Prevention Now 5 (2011),
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in 1892-93. John Guest, Survival among the Kurds: A History of the Yezidis (London:
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caust: The Final Phase of the Greek Genocide,” in Tessa Hofmann, Matthias Bjornlund
and Vasileios Meichanetsidis (Eds.), The Genocide of the Ottoman Greeks: Studies on
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1922 (New York and Athens: Caratzas, 2011), 195-244, 225, citing League of Nations
(1926), 12.

438 Lemarchand, “Introduction,” 1.

439 U.N. Economic and Social Council, Commission on Human Rights, Commission on
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Sub.2/1985/SR.36 (1985) (summary record of 36th meeting, Aug. 29, 1985); Armenian
National Committee of America, Genocide Recognition (2013), www.anca.org/genocide/
recognition.php.

440 Armenian National Committe of America, Genocide Recognition, citing Proclamation
4838 of April 22, 1981; Armenian National Institute, U.S. Presidential Statements (1998-
2016), www.armenian-genocide.org/current_category.4/affirmation_list.html.

441 Griswold v. Driscoll, 625 E.Supp. 2d 49 (D. Mass. 2009), affirmed, Griswold v. Driscoll,
616 F3d 53 (1st Cir. 2010).
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Encyclopedias of genocide sometimes include the Kurdish case but
not the Assyrian one.** Similarly, a search in 2012 of a large archive of
digitized academic journals generated 945 results for articles mentioning
“genocide” and “Kurds” but not “Assyrians,” but only 106 mentioning
both “genocide” and “Assyrians.” In 2012, Google reported 10,100 results
for “Armenian genocide” in its News Archive, compared with 927 results
for “Kurdish genocide” or “genocide of the Kurds,” 914 results for “Sre-
brenica genocide” or “Bosnian genocide,” 170 results for “Anfal genocide,”
and 154 results for “Assyrian genocide.”**3 This may be because southern
Kurdistan had been autonomous since 1992, with ever-expanding national
institutions and international recognition, and there were 20 million or
more Kurds in the world to remember and write about Kurdish history. The
disparity is unjustifiable, given that death tolls among the Kurds have been
put as low as 20,000-65,000 in Turkey, and 105,000 in Iraq, representing
much smaller percentage losses of the Kurdish population than the Assyr-
ians suffered.**

Some Armenian-American and Armenian-European scholars omitted
Assyrians from edited volumes on genocide prior to 2007 and failed to men-
tion Assyrian victims in countless articles in academic books and journals.**
A narrative of 1915 emerged that emphasized an “Armenian genocide” by
the Turks, which obscured the destruction of non-Armenian communi-
ties and the roles of Arabs, Kurds, Persians, and Circassians as perpetra-
tors.**¢ Most non-Armenian historians of genocide adopt the approach of

442 Christopher Catherwood and Leslie Ann Horvitz, Encyclopedia of War Crimes and Geno-
cide (New York: Facts on File, 2006), 195, 217-219, 272-273, 286; Dinah Shelton (Ed.),
Encyclopedia of Genocide and Crimes against Humanity, vol. 1 (Detroit: Macmillan Ref-
erence/Gale, 2005), 584-586, 633-636.

443 Google, Google News Archive (2012), http://news.google.com. This search function has
been discontinued, and folded in part into Google.com search.

444 Martin van Bruinessen, “Genocide in Kurdistan?: The Suppression of the Dersim Rebel-
lion in Turkey (1937-1938) and the Chemical War against the Iraqi Kurds (1988),” in
George Andreopoulos (Ed.), Genocide: Conceptual and Historical Dimensions (Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania Press, 1994), 141-170, 148; Martin van Bruinessen, “Genocide of the
Kurds,” in Israel W. Charny and Alan L. Berger (Eds.), The Widening Circle of Genocide:
Genocide: A Critical Bibliographic Review (New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction Publishers,
1994), 180-190.

445 A notable exception is Peter Balakian, who mentioned Assyrians more than a decade ago.
The Burning Tigris: The Armenian Genocide and America’s Response (New York: Harp-
erCollins, 2003), 25, 43, 184, 286.

446 E.g., Richard Hovannisian, “Preface,” in Richard Hovannisian (Ed.), The Armenian
Genocide: Cultural and Ethical Legacies (New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction Publishers,
2007), ix—xii; Anahit Khosroeva, “The Assyrian Genocide in the Ottoman Empire and
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den Genocides: Power, Knowledge, and Memory (Rutgers, NJ: Rutgers University Press,
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the Armenian-American scholars and omit reference to the Assyrian geno-
cide.**” For example, the important text Genocide in International Law:
The Crime of Crimes, William Schabas, with the exception of the Arme-
nians, made no mention of genocide in Turkey or Iraq prior to 1945 or of
the Ottoman Assyrians, Greeks, Mandaeans, or Yezidis in any context.**% A
parallel emphasis on the Kurdish genocide resulted in much greater aware-
ness of anti-Kurdish massacres, even though Kurds were among the world’s
largest linguistic and cultural groups by 2005.4*° Schabas, for example,
referred to genocide against the Kurds but not to the larger, and propor-
tionally much greater, losses among the Assyrians.**® Human Rights Watch
and many international-law journals also analyzed the Kurdish genocide
earlier than the Assyrian case.*! Schabas and Human Rights Watch were
not unique. As Israel Charny noted, the Director of the Armenian Genocide
Memorial scoffed when Charny told him about how “Armenian Americans”
refuse to recognize that there were Assyrian and Greek victims of Ottoman
deportation and massacre policies.

As mentioned above, one explanation for the amnesia as to Assyrian his-
tory is the small numbers of survivors. In 1956 there were only 190,000
Armenians and 20,000 Assyrians in Iran, despite the historic Assyrian pres-
ence in Persia.**? The U.S. State Department announced in 1992 its estimate
that only 60,000 Armenians and 20,000 Assyrians remained in Turkey.**3 In
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450 E.g., Schabas, Genocide, 454, 569, 585.
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tarian Intervention against Genocide,” Netherlands Quarterly of Human Rights 1, no.
1 (1993): 41-62; Human Rights Watch/Middle East Watch, Iraq’s Crime of Genocide:
The Anfal Campaign against the Kurds (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1995);
International Commission on Intervention and State Sovereignty, The Responsibility to
Protect: Report of the International Commission on Intervention and State Sovereignty
(Canada: International Development Research Centre, 2000), 88-90, 168, 190-191,
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1989, the last Soviet census tabulated nearly 5 million Armenians, including
3.3 million in the Republic of Armenia.*** Although there has been a great
deal of writing on “genocide in Kurdistan,” the danger that the Kurdish
nation would disappear or be decimated seems never to have materialized in
Iraq or Turkey. Although there were two million internally displaced Kurds
in Turkey by 1995, this was out of a Kurdish population of 12 to 14 million
in Turkey as of 1990.45 The Kurdish population of Turkey was therefore
larger than the entire population of Turkey in the nineteenth century.*¢
By 1995, Kurds claimed a majority in Turkey’s southeastern provinces of
Mardin, Siirt, Hakkari, Diyarbakir, Bitlis, Mus, and Van.*” Meanwhile, the
Kurdish population of Iraq has exploded to some four to six million by
2010,%8 with six million being a figure equal to more than two times the
entire Iraqi population in 1920.%° By 2010, Kurdish parties controlled the
mayors’ offices of many Turkish cities, and the presidency of Iraq.*° In
contrast to the Armenians and the Kurds, Assyrians possess no national
government or well-funded cultural institutions, while refugee flight and
assimilation into other national and religious groups has become common.

Although it was achieved during the war, the suppression of Assyrian
nationality and autonomy was sealed with the Treaty of Sévres between the
allies and the Ottoman Empire at the end of the First World War in 1919.4¢! The
treaty referred to “predominantly Kurdish areas” with an “Assyro-Chaldean”
minority.*2 The Treaty of Lausanne, which officially ended the state of war
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between the allies and Turkey, referred merely to “non-Moslem” minorities,
eliminating the non-Turkish nations from the picture.*®3 Thus, in the United
States, a coalition of prominent Americans and American aid organizations
called the Treaty of Lausanne “morally indefensible” and described it as
lacking “guarantees . . . to the remnants of Christians in Turkey.”#¢*

The Mosul region and Nineveh province in Iraq, Hakkari and Tur Abdin
regions of Turkey, and Urmia region of Iran have had their former Assyrian
character very nearly erased, partially by a process of Kurdification during
Seyfo that had largely been completed by 1920, and by policies of Arabi-
zation, Aryanization, and Turkification since then. In 2014, the remaining
Assyrians in Mosul and the surrounding areas fled the Islamic State. These
events will figure in the conclusion, regarding contemporary legacies of the
genocide.

The chapters that follow are focused on the question: how did Seyfo
affect Assyrian communities, both during and after World War I? Concepts
that cut across the chapters include genocide, jibad, and Turkism. Temporal
connections among the chapters include the precursors to the war and the
genocide, the extension of the genocide into the late 1910s and early 1920s,
and the postwar effects of the genocide on the culture and politics of the
Middle East.

The book may be viewed as having two parts. Part One, comprising
the introduction and the chapters by Michael Abdalla, Sara Demir, Anahit
Khosroeva, and Eden Naby, deals with the evolution and sources of the
ethnic and religious violence in which Assyrians were caught up during
the war. Part Two, comprising the work of Sait Cetinoglu, Racho Donef,
Aryo Makko, Stavros Stavridis, and the conclusion, deals with the cultural
and political responses by the Assyrians to the massacres and mass abduc-
tions that their communities suffered, including active resistance, literary
works and memoirs, political organization, and attempts to forge a unified
national or ethno-religious community and to seek recognition of threats to
its survival. The earlier chapters will disproportionately focus on the vio-
lence itself, and its legal and social conceptualization. These chapters ana-
lyze the genocide from the standpoint of tribunals’ jurisprudence that has
developed since the 1960s, especially insofar as women and children were
subjected to killings, mental harm, high rates of mortality, and removal from
their families in the 1914-1924 period. The later chapters detail the con-
tinuing impact of the genocide on identities, cultures, and politics. They are
concerned with efforts to secure a revival of Assyrian identity in the period
after 1918, and the successful moves by Turkey, Iraq, and their allies to
frustrate this objective.

463 The Treaty of Peace between the Allied Powers and Turkey, signed at Lausanne, 24 July
1923, entered into force 6 August 1924, 28 League of Nations Treaty Series 11.

464 Associated Press, “Mosul Awarded to British; More Turk Killings Alleged,” The Washing-
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This volume seeks to gather and correlate the findings of a broad spec-
trum of historical and scholarly works on Christian identities in the Middle
East, genocide studies, international law, and the politics of the late Otto-
man Empire and its British and Russian rivals for dominance. One focus, as
reflected in the introductory chapter, the chapter by Demir, and the chapter
by Khosroeva, is the question of whether the fate of the Assyrians from 1914
through the 1920s maps onto any of the concepts or definitions used by inter-
national law and diplomatic history to study genocide and group violence. In
the introductory chapter and those by Abdalla, Makko, and Donef, another
focus is the origins of the genocidal events in the religious and denominational
differences between the Assyrians and other groups, as well as the impact of
the genocide period 1914-1925 on the development or partial unraveling of
Assyrian group cohesion, including national aspirations. Abdalla writes about
the cultural and religious roots of recourse to the sword to eliminate perceived
or threatened resistance to the “master” race or religion in the lands that
became the Ottoman Empire. Khosroeva discusses several political wellsprings
of the genocidal persecution of 1915, including German and Turkish military
objectives, the ideologies of Pan-Turkism and Islamism, and ethnic and reli-
gious “resentment.” Naby highlights several examples of Assyrians preserving
the memory of a particular form in which the genocide of 1914-1925 took,
including the abduction and enslavement of women, which has been well doc-
umented in the Armenian case — with echoes in the contemporary Yezidi case
from northern Iraq — but not so well in the Assyrian case. Cetinoglu’s chapter
serves as a transition between those depicting the causes and course of the
genocide and those regarding efforts to respond to it culturally and politically
s0 as to ensure Assyrian survival in compact communities. The national move-
ments of 1918 onwards among Assyrian communities, led by both clergy and
secular activists including lawyers and military men, took an early form in
the struggle by the Syrian Orthodox in key areas of Tur Abdin to protect
their communities from the Turko-Kurdish extermination campaign of 1915.
Makko analyzes how the Assyrian genocide’s principal cultural legacy is the
dissolution and interruption of Assyrian unity, which might have taken politi-
cal form as well as the form of ethnic and interdenominational religious unity.
A process, common to national group revival within empires and to minor-
ity consciousness within nation-states, occurred within the Ottoman Assyr-
ian context, but could not mature as in the Armenian, Hebrew/Israeli, and
Kurdish cases, for example, due to the devastating impact of the genocide
in scattering and thoroughly subduing Assyrian cultural and political insti-
tutions. There was no critical mass remaining to make a viable bid for the
institutions enjoyed, for example, by the Jewish Diaspora centered in Israel,
the Armenian Diaspora in Armenia, or the Kurdish Diaspora in the Kurdistan
Regional Government of Iraq. For many Assyrians, the main identity markers
in countries where they reside today, outside of the lands of the former Otto-
man Empire or Persia, may be denominational or linguistic, rather than politi-
cal or other secular cultural markers. Donef and Stavridis illustrate how loss
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of territory, assassination of leaders, and dissolution of interdenominational
bonds frustrated the emergent Assyrian nationalist movement, which made
well-documented pleas to the League of Nations and its member states to
honor the commitments made to the smaller communities that had fought off
the German and Ottoman juggernaut that planned on conquering Europe and
southwestern Asia in 1915-1918. In the conclusion, the focus is the impact
on present-day Iraq and Syria of denial of the Assyrian genocide and outright
rejection of Assyrian bids for self-determination. Ignorance of and inattention
to Christian and Yezidi persecution led to yet another genocide, peaking in
2014-2015.

Conclusion

Assyrians have struggled to preserve their families’ oral histories of the early
twentieth century and to transmit those memories to other communities
and future generations. Yet they have been frustrated in this by a lack of
access to presses, television stations, academic centers, and websites. Even
when their work is published, they encounter pressure to reconcile it with
the conventional wisdom. When the contemporary political situation of the
Assyrians is raised, the objection may be that there is no connection with
any historical tragedies. This presents a stark contrast from ordinary work
on Middle East Studies and Genocide Studies, which explicitly links the
contemporary politics of many nations to their histories.

The Assyrians represent a unique case in scholarship, as a population
repeatedly denied the opportunity of having a recognized claim to a distinct
ethnic, national, and religious continuity with its ancestors. The history of
the Christians of Hakkari and Urmia is regarded as having no moral or legal
implications for present-day policies towards Turkey and Iran, or for the
legal status of their laws or national boundaries, even as the history of the
Muslims of Jerusalem or Sarajevo, for example, is seen as very important in
shaping policy towards Israel or Yugoslavia.

Achieving recognition of the Assyrian genocide has been a challenge
due to the absence of supportive national institutions, the small number of
remaining Assyrians in the world, and efforts by several powerful nation-
states to minimize and justify the tragedy. The concept of genocide, invented
by Lemkin and adopted by the United Nations, is appropriate to the eradi-
cation of a national and religious group from most of its historic homeland,
resulting in its decimation and dispersion. Assyrians have struggled for more
than 100 years to convey the scope of their national, ethnic, and religious
decline to a generally indifferent world.
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2 The term Seyfo in historical
perspective

Michael Abdalla

Introduction: what is the origin of the term Seyfo?

No written sources mention who was the first to use the term Seyfo, cur-
rently so familiar to everyone, or why and when exactly this term was first
applied to the Assyrian experience of persecution and massacre. It seems
that the only reasonable explanation for its use is to be found in the history
of Islam and the practices adhered to by some of its followers.

The Arab chronicles provide information about such tactics in the initial
period of Islam. Probably the earliest mention of these strategies can be
found in Ibn Hisham (died 833/834). Summing up the operation involved
in imposing Islam on the Christian population of the then-Yemeni city
of Najran (now in Saudi Arabia), Muhammad spoke to the delegation of
Christians: “Had [my general] not written to me that you surrendered and
had not fought, I would have thrown your heads underneath your feet.”!
He uttered similar threats to the two envoys sent by Maslam bin Habib,
another prophet active in Yemen: “Were it not that the messengers have
not been killed, I would have beheaded you.”> Muhammad took part in at
least 27 military expeditions (ghazwa). Prior to that, armed raids between
the Arab tribes in pre-Islamic times were almost a “national sport” and they
were suspended only during the month of Ramadan.?

There is a sura of the Qur’an entitled “The Sword,” or alternatively “The
Fight,” which refers explicitly to decapitating unbelievers and taking the rest
captive.* After the emergence of Islam, facing few dangers from the broader

—_

History of al-Tabari Vol. 9, The Last Years of the Propbet, ed. and trans. Ismail Poonawala

(Albany, NY: SUNY Press, 2015), 84. Muhammad had sent his general to ensure that the

people mentioned “accept Islam.” Ibid., 83.

2 °Abd al-Malik Ibn Hisham, & sill (As-Sira an-nabawiyya) [Life of the Prophet] (Beirut: Dar
an-Nahda al-¢Arabiya, 2000) [1936], 250, 256.

3 E.g., Karen Armstrong, Islam: A Short History (New York: Random House, 2007), 19.

4 Quran 47:4 (0 et 155 Gl 2Aal 138 (7 (Capadly) 3650 15358 2 235\ A< [L L] [“Therefore,

when ye meet the Unbelievers, smite at their necks with the sword; and when ye have thor-

oughly defeated them, bind a bond firmly (on them).”]. There is also another name for this

sura: Al-Qital [“Fight”] (Koran, trans. Jozef Bielawski, 1986, 608, 924-925).
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world, the Muslims began to organize devastating assaults against the “infi-
dels,” not excepting the month of Ramadan. All Muslims should unite to
fight those who commit sin and transgressions.’ One such sin is “assigning
partners to God,” or Christianity.® Subsequently, political violence among
Muslims frequently saw invocations of a Qur’anic verse authorizing the
amputation of hands and feet from different sides of the body, and display
of the corpse hanging from a tree.” The severing of heads or noses, and the
display or transportation of heads, also occurred, according to Muslim his-
toriography.? In that historiography, Khalid ibn al-Walid (592-642), who
was the companion of Muhammad and responsible for the military success
in its conquest marches of the Muslim army, was referred to as the “Sword
of Allah.”?

The sword has appeared in many cultures, and its use has decided the
outcome of many battles. But nowhere was it so closely linked to a faith as
it is in Islam.'® Panygerics to the sword abound in Old Arabic and in later
Muslim poetry; there are about a hundred different names for it in Arabic,
exceeding the synonyms for either the camels or the date palm.!!

Hence, it is not without reason that the Qur’an verses containing a direct
call to fight or kill infidels were referred to as “sword verses.” They include
the following verses: 2: 190-193,216; 4: 76, 89, 144; 5: 51; 9: 5, 14,29; 42:
35;47: 4,35 and 61: 4, 10-12. The differing message of dozens of Qur’an
verses and hadith traditions was a fact which already struck early research-
ers of the Qur’an, who termed verses with a mild, gentle, and tolerant con-
tent expressly praising Christians and Jews ¢ swis (mansiih), as waived,
abandoned (a passive principle). They were replaced by Allah’s will with
other verses termed &\ (nasih), repealing or annulling concrete orders (an
active principle).!?

The hadith texts also make references to a sword as an instrument of
death. One of the most common ones says: <o sl J3 cad 43a (Paradise
[in other works: £l ) s “The gates of Paradise”] is located in the shadows

5 Quran 7:33,49:9-19 (’Ali trans.); Khaled Abou El Fadl, Rebellion and Violence in Islamic
Law (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004), 37.

6 Quran 7:33; El Fadl, Rebellion and Violence, 37 n. 24.

7 Qur’an 5:33-34; El Fadl, Rebellion and Violence, 47-48, 53-54.

8 El Fadl, Rebellion and Violence, 54 n. 92.

9 Maxime Rodinson, Muhammad, trans. Anne Carter (New York: Random House/The New
Press, 1980), 256.

10 In Topkapi Palace in Istanbul, the seat of the Turkish sultans (currently a museum), there is
a room with swords, and among them a sword which belonged to Fatih Sultan Mehmet, or
Mehmed the Conqueror (of Constantinople in 1453).

11 Jean Pierre Humbet, Discours sur l'utilité de la langue arabe (Geneva: Fick, 1823), 24.
https://books.google.com/books?id=xGEVAAAAQAA]& pg=PA24.

12 Qurian 27106 (3suiiss A Ui 0T Ua Il acUal 15 achl g 60, ol (i 75168 o ctsos o)
[“We do not abrogate a verse or cause it to be forgotten except that We bring forth [one]
better than it or similar to it. Do you not know that Allah is over all things competent!”]).
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[in other collections: 4L <3 “in the light™] of swords.)'? According to this
hadith, a sword constitutes a kind of “key to paradise.” Another hadith
explains the role of a sword in spreading Islam and distinguishes between
different types of believers depending on their attitudes:

Those who are killed belong to one of three categories: (i) believers who
have sacrificed themselves and their property when on Allah’s path they
met an enemy and they fought to the death. Such a believer is a genuine
martyr if he met an enemy on his way with whom he fought and was
killed and will therefore rest in Allah’s tent, under His throne and the
only difference between the martyr and a prophet is that the prophecy
has not been revealed to him; (ii) believers who have done both right
and wrong but have sacrificed themselves and their property when on
Allah’s path they met an enemy and they fought till they died. Such a
believer is purified because a sword which expiates sins [Arabic: Waallelaa
(mahh# li-l-hataya)] will lead him to Paradise through the gate which he
(who was killed) will choose himself; and (iii) a hypocrite who has sac-
rificed himself and his property but when he met an enemy he fought till
he died — he will [burn] in the fire because a sword does not expunge his
hypocrisy.'*

In the seventh century AD, killings of this type particularly affected the Jew-
ish tribes of Medina; Jews not expelled from the area first were “put to
the sword.”'’ The inhabitants of some Byzantine towns also suffered death
by being “put to the sword” in the seventh century.!® The Persian city of
Persepolis, among the wealthiest and most famous in the ancient world, was
reportedly put to the sword by an Arab force in the same century, although
the city was already by that time a shadow of its former self in the imperial
period.' In the eighth century, the Umayyad caliphate attacked Armenian
fortresses along the Mesopotamian/Armenian border area, put the men “to
the sword” and enslaved the women.'®

13 Muhammad bin Isma<l al-Bubari, Sahih al-Buhart, ed. Mustafa Dib al-Buga (Damascus and
Beirut: Dar Ibn Katir, 1993), 1037 [hadith no. 2664].

14 cAbdalla bin °Abd ar-Rahman al-Samarqandi al-Durami, Sunin al-Durami (Beirut: Dar
al-Kitab al-°Arabi, 1987), 272 [hadith no. 2411].

15 Richard Bell, The Origin of Islam in Its Christian Environment: The Gunning Lectures
(Abingdon/London: Routledge/The Psychology Press, 1968), 65.

16 Andreas Stratos, Byzantium in the Seventh Century: 634-641 (Amsterdam: Adolf M. Hak-
kert, 1980), 106.

17 Ancient Egypt and the Near East: An Illustrated History (Tarytown, NY: Marshall Cav-
endish Corporation, 2010), 135; Charles Bucke, Ruins of Ancient Cities, vol. 2 (London:
Thomas Tegg, 1840), 121; James Fraser, Historical and Descriptive Account of Persia, From
the Earliest Ages to the Present Time (New York: Harper & Bros., 1860), 134.

18 Nina Garsoian, “The Arab Invasions and the Rise of the Bagratuni,” in Richard Hovan-
nisian (Ed.), Armenian People From Ancient to Modern Times, vol. 1 (New York: Palgrave
Macmillan/St. Martin’s Press, 1st paperback ed., 2004), 125-126.
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In 1822, tens of thousands of persons fell before Ottoman swords after a
revolt in Xiog (Chios or Scio in English, from the Greek).'” In 1824, Daniel
Webster declaimed in the House of Representatives of the United States
Congress that:

The Ottoman power over [Greece], obtained originally by the sword,
is constantly preserved by the same means. . . . [I|n the case of Greece,
there are millions of Christian men . . . trampled into the very earth,
century after century, by a pillaging, savage, relentless soldiery. Sir, the
case is unique.2°

The second half of the nineteenth century witnessed even more Ottoman
Christians being felled by the sword or the firing of their neighborhoods.
In 1860, a force of about 20,000 Muslims and Druze killed up to 12,000
Christians in Damascus, Syria.?! In 1876, reports reached Russia of up
to 100,000 Bulgarians being massacred by Ottoman forces and irregular
bashi-bazouks; possibly tens of thousands of Muslims were massacred in
turn.?? The Ittibad (Union) newspaper in Turkey praised the massacres,
opining that Islam is the “religion of the sword.”?* The U.S. Ambassador to
Constantinople, Henry Morgenthau, believed that the Young Turks devel-
oped a theory of nation murder due to losing Bulgaria after not putting all
Bulgarians to the sword.?* George Horton, U.S. consul-general in the Near
East, opined that Christianity was “blotted out of vast areas of the earth’s
surface by the sword, the club, by the ax and fire.”?’ In 1922, he described

19 Edward Upham, History of the Ottoman Empire: From Its Establishment, Till the Year
1828, vol. 2 (Edinburgh: Constable & Co., 1829), 361.

20 Daniel Webster, “The Revolution in Greece,” in Edward Everett (Ed.), Works, vol. 3 (Bos-
ton: Little, Brown & Co., 1853), 80.

21 Ferry de Goey, Consuls and the Institutions of Global Capitalism, 1783-1914 (Abingdon
and London: Routledge, 2015), 51.

22 Barbara Jelavich, Russia’s Balkan Entanglements, 1806-1914 (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1st paperback ed., 2004), 167-168. Estimates on the Bulgarian side range
from 3,000 in Ottoman sources to 100,000 in Bulgarian sources. Bendor Grosvenor, “Brit-
ain’s ‘most isolationist Foreign Secretary’: The Fifteenth Earl and the Eastern Crisis 1876—
1878,” in Geoffrey Hicks (Ed.), Conservatism and British Foreign Policy, 1820-1920: The
Derbys and their World (Surrey, UK: Ashgate, 2013), 129-168, 146. British and Ameri-
can estimates of Bulgarian dead were 12,000-15,000. Richard Hall, “Bulgarian Horrors,
1876,” in Richard Hall (Ed.), War in the Balkans: An Encyclopedic History (Santa Barbara,
CA: ABC-CLIO, 2014), 59.

23 Roderic Davison, Reform in the Ottoman Empire, 1856-1876 (Princeton: Princeton Uni-
versity Press, 2015), 359.

24 Henry Morgenthau, Armenian Atrocities: The Murder of a Nation (London and New York:
Hodder & Stoughton, 1915), 19-21, https://archive.org/details/armenianatrocitiOOtoyn.

25 George Horton, The Blight of Asia: An Account of the Systematic Extermination of Chris-
tian Populations by Mohammedans and of the Culpability of Certain Great Powers; With
the True Story of the Burning of Smyrna (Indianapolis, IN: Bobbs-Merrill Co., 1926), chs.
XXVII, XXXIV.
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the “policy of the Turkish nationalists” as “to exterminate and eliminate the
entire Christian element in Turkey.”2¢

Reliable authors writing on Islam see a connection between a sword and
jizya (the poll tax):2”

It is admissible to accept poll tax from non-Muslims regardless of their
[ethnic] affiliation, with one exception, namely Arabs who worship
other gods or Arab apostates who may choose Islam or the sword. While
Christians, Jews, Zoroastrians and those who worship other gods, those
who belong to other peoples [non-Arabs], may choose between Islam,
jizya or the sword.?8

Such theories imply that an interruption in submission and taxation may
result in death.

Probably one of the first and also the best-known rhyming poems extolling
the role of sword as an instrument that brings glory to Islam and the Muslims
was written by an Abbasid poet Abii Tammam (d. 846). It is regarded as the
precursor of the neo-classical trend in the Arab poetry.?® Its first verse states:

The sword is more true than the book,

Its cutting edge is what divides seriousness from sport.
The white of the blade, not the black of the page,

Its broadsides distinguish uncertainty and doubt.3°

26 Quoted in Constantine G. Hatzidimitriou, American Accounts Documenting the Destruction
of Smyrna by the Kemalist Turkish Forces: September 1922 (Athens: Caratzas, 2003), 110.

27 My translation from the original in Arabic.

28 Gurgl Zaydan, ! oiaill o G [Tarih at-tamaddun al-islami) (History of Islamic Civiliza-
tion), vol. 1 (Princeton: Princeton University Arabic Collection Phase II, 1958), 229. Citing
a seventeenth-century source, Racho Donef states that “the governor of Mardin gave the
Shemsi community of the city the choice of either attending a mosque or the Armenian
Church or be put to the sword. Many of them migrated to Turabdin, Tokat, Merzifon and
elsewhere. At that time the Shemsi community was not counted among the Christians, so it
was not obliged to pay the poll tax.” Racho Donef, Assyrians Post-Nineveb: Identity, Frag-
mentaion, Conflict and Survival (672 BC -1920). A Study of Assyrogenous Communities.
(Sydney, New South Wales: Tatavla Publishing, 2012), www.atour.com/history/1900/
20101115a.html.

29 This is one from among a large number of poems written by both pre-Islamic authors and
those of the age of Islam, which the students in Arab schools have to learn by heart and
distinguish themselves in reciting them at feasts.

30 My translation from the original in Arabic. The astrologers did try to dissuade Caliph
Al-Mu‘tasim from trying to conquer a Byzantine city called Amorium (Greek Amorion in
Phrygia, today in Turkey), however the caliph was not convinced. The city was eventually
captured in 838 and plundered. The majority of its inhabitants were slaughtered. The 42
dignitaries and military men taken captive resisted the demand they be converted to Islam
for seven years. Having been given the choice: Islam or death, they unanimously chose
death and therefore they were killed on March 6, 845. This event has passed down in the
history of the Greek Orthodox Church. J.J. Norwich, A Short History of Byzantium (New
York: Vintage, 1999), 137-138.
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Kurds and Assyrians in Ottoman history

In 1829, Muhammad Pasha, Emir of Rawanduz (east of Mosul), also
known as Kor [the Blind], joined in an alliance the Emir of the Bahtiyye
tribe Sayf ad-Din. They merged their tribes to attack two Assyrian towns,
Bét Zabday (Azah) and Esfes, leaving some 300 massacred victims, among
them some Yezidis. Twenty years later, in 1847, the incipient Kurdish nation
under the leadership of the tyrant Badr Khan again attacked Azah and thrust
farther east, bringing death and destruction to Tur Abdin. Similar atroci-
ties also occurred in 1855, on this occasion at the hands of ¢Izz ad-Din ér
and Massiir Beg.3! Forty years later, in 18935, their scale was much greater
and the principal aggressors were the Hamidiyye regiments formed by Sul-
tan ‘Abdulhamid II (1876-1909) in 1891 from Kurdish recruits. The Sultan
claimed to occupy the position of caliph, the highest political and religious
position in the Muslim world.3? Certainly, the most tragic crimes were per-
petrated in the years 1914-1924 during which the policy of extermination
was extended to all Christians, regardless of their ethnicity, leaving no stone
unturned within the whole territory of Turkey in the hunt for them.

The Assyrian territory of Tur Abdin had inhabitants who spoke a dialect of
the Aramaic language. Most Assyrians from that part of Turkey belonged to
the western Assyrians (living west of the Tigris River) and were often mis-
takenly referred to in literature as “Jacobites.” They included Uniate Syrians
(Catholics), who had converted to the western church as a result of prosely-
tization by missionaries trained by the Vatican with French support.33

31 Fragmentary information about this period can be found in the work by Ignatiyyos Afrem
1 Bét Barsom, The History of Tir Abdin (Piscataway, NJ: Gorgias Press 2004 [1924]),
175-181, which is a transcript of colophons of books kept in the churches and monasteries
of Tur Abdin. Also compare William Wigram, The Assyrians and their Neighbors (Piscat-
away, NJ: Gorgias Press, 2002 [1929]), 172.

32 They were an irregular cavalry based on the Kurdish clan system numbering at least 50,000
soldiers notorious for their ruthlessness. “Hamidiye,” in Michael Gunter (Ed.), The A to
Z of the Kurds (Lanham, MD and Toronto: The Scarecrow Press, 2009), 62. These units
were the principal perpetrators of the massacres of Christians, either under orders from or
without any orders from the Ottoman authorities. Hannibal Travis, ““Native Christians
Massacred’: The Ottoman Genocide of the Assyrians during World War I,” Genocide Stud-
ies and Prevention: An International Journal 1, no. 3 (2006): 327-371, compared the tasks
of this formation with those vested in those loyal to the ruling Arab Janjaweed forces in
Khartoum, which for years have been following a similar genocide policy with respect to
the native population in the Darfur region in western Sudan.

33 The report Wspomnienia z Mezopotamii 1850-1860 [The Memories from Mesopota-
mia 1850-1860], which was published in the Polish monthly periodical Missye katolickie
(1890: 176-180), betrayed the attitude of the Roman Catholic missionaries to the local
Assyrians, in my translation from the Polish-language original:

From Bessebryna [Basebrin, Bsorino] we went to Azekh [Azah] situated three hours
distant to the southeast. A few years ago this big village was ravaged by the Kurds
who kidnapped all the women and children because the village took the side of Omar
Pasha who declared war on the emir of the Kurds. Its inhabitants took an oath to con-
vert to Catholicism if the prisoners-of-war were returned to them. Then the Rev. Ric-
cadona received a decree from Rome ordering him to go to Azekh to settle the issue.
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The region of Hakkari, lying farther east of Tur Abdin and inhabited by
Eastern Assyrians (the “Nestorians”), had been completely taken over by the
Kurds3* as had most of the formerly Assyrian places in Tur Abdin.3’ Tur Abdin
had among the highest concentrations of churches and monasteries per square
kilometer in the world. Of the nearly 50 monasteries listed by Helga Anschiitz
(1985), currently only five monasteries are still functional due to the repeated
massacres, attacks, and sequestrations of Christian property that have practi-
cally wiped out the intellectual life in this region. Ther