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BRITISH POLICY IN ASSYRIAN SETTLEMENT 1

CHAPTER 1

The Assyrian Adventure
By Lieut-Colonel F. Cunliffe-Owen, C.M.G

Late Director of Repatriation in the Civil Government of Mosopotamia

he event forming the title of this paper was inaugurated
I from the Refugee Camp, Baqubah, Mesopotamia, of which

I was in charge from June, 1919.

Prior to going to Baqubah, I had had a lengthy association
with the Near and Middle East in various capacities - in fact, since
1912. I had only in the previous year (1918) completed a mission
to Central Arabia, involving many months spent with Ibn Saoud,
the ruler of Nejd, and to turn from this especial centre of
Moslemism (the purest and most strict in every sense of the word)
to dealing with Eastern Christians, of which the Baqubah Camp
was composed, was indeed a remarkable change.

At Baqubah, twenty-seven miles east of Baghdad, there
were assembled some 45,000 refugees of three categories. There
were two categories of Assyrians and one of Armenians. The first
two categories were mountaineer Assyrians, mostly Nestorian
Christians from the mountains north of Mosul, and plainsmen
from the neighbourhood of Lake Urmia in Persian territory. the
story of how these Assyrians came to Mesopotamia has been relat-
ed before now. (Full historical and other details connected with the
Baqubah refugees and their movements will be found in the printed
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reports of the Colonial Office (formerly India Office), under No. 36,170
of December 4, 1919, and October, 1921, compiled by Lieut.-Colonel F.
Cunliffe-Owen and Mr. H.L. Charge.)

(In 1918 a British force operating in Persia encouraged
the Assyrian (Nestorian) Christian mountaineers living in the
Hakari valleys mostly north of Mosul vilayet to rise against
the Turks. The rebelion was unsuccessful and after dire mas-
sacre the Assyrian tribesmen retired to British protection in
Persia and were transported thence to a refugee camp at
Baquba near Baghdad. (See History of Modern Iraq Page 312)

The mountaineers having decided to throw in their lot
against the Turks, took up arms some time after the war began, and
fought the Turks with some success. As time went on, however,
these mountaineers went short of arms and ammunition, and as the
Russian pressure on the Turks declined, the Assyrians were forced
away from their country. They managed, however, to effect a
junction with their Urmian brethren, who had actually joined the
Russians and had taken up arms with them. After the second
Russian retirement from Turco-Persian localities, the united
Assyrians were left in the lurch. They defended Urmia with great
resolution, but being assailed on all sides by Kurds, Turks, and
even Persians, they had to evacuate Urmia, and made their way,
with all their families and belongings, to a district where they
hoped to get in touch with the British. On their way they were
joined by a large number of Armenians from the Van and
Caucasian localities. This combined mass of people eventually
got into touch with the British near Sian-Kaleh, and were sheltered
behind our lines of communication.

During their retreat numbers of people of both sexes were
killed or died, but, as I have said, some 45,000 got through, and,
as these people could not be maintained or supplied in the forward
area, they were gradually shepherded down to Baqubah. Here they
were on a line of railway by which they could be fed, and a vast
camp was set up for them on the Diyala river.
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This camp was installed on the most approved lines of
Military management. Water-supply was laid on, ample rations
issued, and large supervising medical and administrative staffs
established. In the early months these refugees naturally required
some rest and recuperation, but when I joined the camp they were
in the most healthy and vigorous condition, and the time had
arrived when efforts had to be made to reduce the cost of this vast
undertaking. Concurrently with my arrival, the supervising staff
was reduced to a great extent, and shortly after my arrival I got rid
of almost all the expensive European and Indian personnel, and
replaced them by refugees themselves. However, this was not
enough, and some means had to be devised of either repatriating
these people or making them to a certain extent self-supporting.
The difficulty about repatriation lay in the fact that the conditions
in the country from which they came were still very disturbed.
Operations were in progress against various Kurdish recalcitrant
elements to the north of Mosul, while in the Urmian Persian local-
ities the conditions were still worse. As for the Armenians, no one
would receive them overseas at any spot where they could reach
their former homes.

As regards the other problem, that of making the refugees
self-supporting, any project on these lines involved a large outlay,
and such was not worth while except for permenent habitation.
Only a very small proportion was skilled in any form of work
other than agricultural. There were, too, comparatively large num-
bers of women and children and old persons. Generally speaking,
the men showed strong disinclination for settled work; any parties
that were sent out to work compulsorily with Government
Departments were unsatisfactory. However, by the institution of
camp industries in a small way, gardens and for age farms, a cer-
tain return was being got in by the end of 1919, and the cost of the
camp, originally about 18 lakhs per month, was reduced to about
9 lakhs per month. At the beginning of 1920 the position in the
Mosul area had improved, and it was felt that some determined
attempt must be made for repatriation.
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The difficulty about the Assyrians was that they had no
reliable leaders, and no unanimity among the various elements to
effect repatriation as a whole. It was possible to place them in a
zone of country north of and quite close to our administrative line
of the Mosul vilayet, but when this was put to the people no will-
ing acquiescence was obtained. Some of the mountaineers would
listen to no plan other than going back to their own particular
regions under British protection. Others would not leave the pres-
ent line of British occupation, and nothing would satisfy the
Urmians but to go back to Urmia. None of them could under-
stand why the British were not prepared to send an armed
force to install them in their old territories and occupy the
country.

The nominal, or rather theoretical, headship of the moun-
taineer Assyrians had been vested in the Nestorian Patriarchate of
the House of Mar Shimoun. This Patriarchate was an offshoot of
the old-time See of Antioch, but had diverted from it to follow the
tenets of Nestorians. With the Turks, it was customary to deal
with the subject races through the spiritual heads, and hence the
Patriarchal family came to be regarded as the representatives of
the Assyrian communities within the Turkish dominions. The
Mar Shimoun, however, who was in office in 1915 was murdered
under circumstances of great treachery by Simko, one of the
Kurdish chieftains against whom the Assyrians were engaged in
the operations around Urmia during the retreat.

The successor was not of the same stamp, and was, more-
over, an invalid, and incapable of exercising much leadership.
This fact, coupled with the wanderings of the Assyrians and their
prolonged absence from their old homes, caused the Patriarchal
influence to wane. Also, the Urmian groups, being Persian sub-
jects, acknowledged the Patriarchal influence in but a slight
degree.
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SURMA KHANUM

The Patriarch’s sister, Surma Khanum, in somewhat less
disturbed times, might well have been looked to in a directing
sense. Her name is well known to many in England, as she came
to this country in the autumn of 1919 to plead the cause of the
Assyrian nation. She was received in all the influential circles and
remained at home until the autumn of 1920. An educated an
exceedingly intelligent lady, she would no doubt, have achieved
great things for her nation had the times been more propitious. As
it turned out, however, her prolonged absence rather augmented
the disunion of the people, and, after all, what they really needed
was a determined and single-eyed male leader, capable of welding
all the diverse elements together.
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AGHA PETROS

Under these circumstances one Agha Petros came for-
ward. He was by origin a mountaineer from the Baz country, who
had latterly travelled a good deal, and finished up by owning prop-
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erty in Urmia. Rather a mysterious personage, he had attained
some eminence before the war, and during the war had done some
good work in conducting the Assyrian retreat. He was, though of
a different religious persuasion to the Nestorians, and was strong-
ly hostile to any temporal power being accorded to the
Patriarchate, but as certain sections of people were strongly
attached to him he came forward with a project to reconcile the
various conflicting wishes by compromise. He proposed that the
mountaineers and Urmians should combine to regain part of
their former territory and form a combined Assyrian nation
from the refugees at Baqubah, who would be afterwards
joined by the large numbers who were still in the Caucasus,
near Tabreez, and in America. He recognised that it would be
impossible to return to their full former mountain habitat, but
that it would be possible for the Assyrians, if suitably provid-
ed with arms as a precautionary measure, to regain the moun-
tain country from near Gawar eastwards, where they would
actually join up with the Urmians who would return to Urmia.
It was recognized that this project was feasible of execution
providing the Assyrians were united, and if they arrived in
these localities they could claim to return to their own homes
without necessarily fighting. As for the Persian Urmian sub-
jects, they only asked of the Persian Government to return to
their former properties peaceably, and would engage to hand
in all arms if the other inhabitants did likewise. Agha Petros
stipulated for certain armaments and initial supplies, after
which he would be responsible for the movement under the
benevolent encouragement of the British. He secured the
adherence of the whole of the Urmian community and of
about two-thirds of the mountaineers, and under these aus-
pices, and with a hope of obtaining the establishment of an
Assyrian nation, the proposal was agreed to.

If some such project were not entertained, it was probable
that all hope for a future Assyrian nation would disappear, and, as
events transpired, this forecast was correct. It was decided to
give Agha Petros an equivalent of rifles to that which was origi-
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nally in the possession of the Assyrians when they were dis-
armed at Baqubah, to fit them out with certain material and
transport, and to transfer them as a preliminary measure to a camp
north of Mosul. With the small staff available this was a large
undertaking, but such were the assistance and support accorded to
me by Sir Arnold Wilson, the then civil Commissioner, that the
first section of the people with their families left Baqubah at the
end of April, 1920, and where conveyed by rail and march to a
camp at Mindan, on the Ghasir Su River, about twenty-seven
miles north-east of Mosul. It was anticipated that all the sections,
each one consisting of about 1,200 persons, would arrive at
Mindan by about the end of June, and this would give ample time
for the men to proceed forward and to prepare a way for the
women and children to follow later. Events proceeded according
to plan up to the middle of May (when I myself left for Mosul),
and we had then about five sections of people collected. I made
arrangements for an advance camp near Akra for the armed men,
where, too, a supply dump could be formed for the forward move-
ment. The men were also organized in proper parties, and com-
prehensive arrangements made for food-supplies and issue of
material. It was at the end of May, however, that a serious hitch
occurred owing to the Arab attacks on the Mosul-Baghdad railway
line. I managed to return to Baqubah to ascertain the position and
returned again to Mosul at the end of June, but it was not until the
middle of July that movements were resumed.

After a small respite the attacks on the line commenced
afresh and again matters were held up; however, additional prepa-
rations were still made in the forward area. Early in August I
again went to Baqubah, and with great difficulty initiated further
resumption of movements with all due and necessary precautins,
only to be again confronted with further and still more serious dif-
ficulties. After a few days at Baqubah, and when the movement
was again in full swing, I found a column of troops arriving near
our camp, Arab disturbances having apparently occurred beyond
the river. It took all our energies at Baqubah to help this column
with transport, working parties, and detrainment.
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After two days this column, after engaging in some not
altogether successful operations on the far bank of the river,
suddenly commenced to withdraw to Baghdad. Concurrently
with this the political authorities came into my camp and informed
me that the rebels were entering Baqubah town, there being mere-
ly a small detachment of native infantry left behind to guard the
Baqubah railway bridge. No word came from Baghdad as to how
I was to defend the camp, nor with what means. The camp
perimeter was some seven miles in extent, and a large part of it
was under close rifle range from the opposite bank of the river.

e, oo s S P
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Assyrian Levy in Native Costume
By chance a small proportion of the rifles allotted for the
repatriation movement had been retained temporarily by me at

Baqubah, but the majority of our rifles were discarded Winchester
weapons of 1866, with defective ammunition, and of ammunition
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for the few modern rifles there were only ten rounds per rifle.
Soon we came under a continuous and sustained fire from across
the river, involving many casualties in the hospital and the trans-
port lines, which for the sake of a convenient water-supply were
close to the river. I organized the defence in sections as far as pos-
sible, but the difficulty was that at that time of the year parties of
Arabs could cross the river both above and below the camp.
Parties did so cross, and day and night we had to watch these and
drive them off. Added to this, with so few British personnel, it
was difficult to prevent the refugees firing away all their ammu-
nition. Telegrams were despatched to Baghdad, in the interval of
the line being cut, to get more arms and ammunition. After three
days a consignment was despatched, only to be derailed five
miles from the camp station.

I took a mounted party of refugees, who succeeded in dis-
persing the Arabs and rescuing the consignment, which was
brought in by hand. from this point offensive measures were
undertaken, and the Arabs within a radius of about eight miles
learned a wholesome lesson from the refugees; villages were
burnt and arms and prisoners were captured. After this the situa-
tion was relieved by the arrival of a regiment, only to be again ren-
dered grave by the reports of large fresh assemblages of Arabs
arriving, released by the fall of Shah Roban. The defence, howev-
er, was successfully maintained, though the supply of rations was
becoming a difficulty, and the whole camp was on half scale. It
was now decided, largely on account of the food difficulty, that the
camp should be evacuated. The remainder of the Assyrians were
consequently sent on up to Mosul, and the Armenians were
despatched to near Basrah, where they could await shipment over-
seas at some future date. with the fighting still in progress, this
movement required considerable adjustment, together with the
dismantling of the camp and the salvaging of all the stores. Day
and night these movements were carried on, with the result that
the camp was practically evacuated by the beginning of Septemer
1920. (1)
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(1) The above operations and defence of Baqubah Camp were
dismissed in the military despatch of the G.O.C. in the following

words: -
“ As for the refugees at Baqubah, they were well armed, and

€«

could look after themselves.

Sir Percy Cox

Meanwile, at Mosul, the delay in keeping the refugees at
Mindan with large numbers of arms in their hands caused some
trouble with local authorities, added to which the interim camp
near Akra was attacked by the Surchi Kurds. The Assyrians them-
selves dealt with these most successfully and chased them back to
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their villages, capturing large quantities of stock. the Assyrian
parties moving up to the line were also attacked at intervals.

After a rapid rush down to Basrah to see the Armenians
installed, I lost no time in then hastening back to Mosul, where,
notwithstanding the difficulties, I pushed Agha Petros on to com-
plete his arrangements. I found him extremely dilatory, but by my
personal efforts, and with those of my assistants, we got some sort
of organizatin into the parties, and fixed a date for the forward
movement. some of the most important material had, however,
still been hung up in Baghdad, and I had once again to return to
see about this. On my arrival at Baghdad I was informed that,
owing to the departure of the Civil Commissioner (whose help
and advice had never failed me in all these movements), and the
arrival of the new High Commissioner, instructions had been
given to suspend the repatriation movement until the actual orders
of the latter had been taken.

The season was getting very advanced, and there was no
time to lose if the project was to be carried thorough. I accord-
ingly went down the river to meet Sir Percy Cox, and put the mat-
ter before him. He was most sympathetic, and gave sanction to
carry on the policy of his predecessor, and with this sanction I
returned to Mosul. I found Agha Petros had again done little in
my absence, and I urged him on to such effect that, by October 19,
we managed to get all the armed men assembled with transport
and with reserve food for three months in the forward camp near
Akra. This assembly made really a very good appearance, there
being some 6,000 armd men grouped according to their tribes,
under their respective banners of red crosses on a white ground,
and something like 2,500 pack-mules.

In co-operation and agreement with the local Kurdish
chiefs of the immediate neighbourhood we moved forward
through Akra and ascended the Akra-Dagh. from there,
according to plan, at the limits of our occupied territory, I left
the expedition entirely in the hands of Agha Petros; two
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British officers, however, remained with it to watch events,
and report to me as to progress, according to the lines agreed
upon.

The country immediately across the Akra-Dagh was nom-
inally in our administrative sphere, but in reality it was occupied
(up to across the Zab) by the Surchi and Zibari Kurds, who were
hostile to us, and upon whose leader a price had been set by the
British Government for the murder of the Late Mr. Bill.

These particular Kurds, as anticipated, opposed the
Assyrian advance, but were easily brushed aside, and the expedi-
tion moved into the Barzan country successfully. Here was
reached the limit of our administrative sphere, and Agha Petros,
according to plan, should have moved, negotiating as he went,
towards Neri, and thence north-east and east.

Unfortunately, as it turned out, a large body of his moun-
taineer people got out of hand. The temptation to branch off west-
wards towards their actual former country was too strong for
them, and, in addition, their old habits of pillaging and looting
asserted themselves. Agha Petros, in consequence, lost control of
this his best category of fighting men, and his weaker Urmian cat-
egory were left in the lurch. What Agha Petros had in effect actu-
ally promised these mountaineers is even now not altogether clear,
but it is probable that he had promised one thing to them and
another thing to the Urmians. However, the upshot was that, after
some weeks, Agha Petros and those who had followed him dou-
bled back to Mindan Camp, and the recalcitrant contingent,
after securing various booty among our friendly Kurds, circled
round and, unable to make their way to their own Tiari country,
percolated back into the Mosul vilayed by way of Amadia.

Thus unfortunately ended this enterprise, upon which so
much care and trouble had been expended. We had endeavoured
to give the Assyrians a chance of national unity in a suitable
zone of their own, and it was worth make the attempt, as oth-
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erwise there would have always have been the reproach
against us of lack of sympathetic treatment to this small
nation, which had, to a large extent, been sacrificed in the war.
The result, however, only showed what had all along been seen as
the danger, that, as in the case of so many of the Eastern national-
ities striving for liberation, there is no cohesion and no unity of
aim among the component parts.

Having regard alone to British interests, the establishment
of a strong and united element on the borders of our occupied ter-
ritory must have been a safeguard to us. Their interests are our
interests, and there would be an absence of that potential hostility
which cannot help being inherent in certain of our Moslem neigh-
bours. This is, of course, not to say that our policy should have
been to turn out such of the Moslems as were installed there.
Furthermore, had this Assyrian movement succeeded, the
Armenian Christians from Baqubah could have been passed
through to unite with the large numbers in the Caucasus, and give
added strength and extent to the then existing Armenian Erivan
State.

After the return of the Agha Petros expedition, the season
was too advanced to do much in the way of alternative repatriation
measures, but it was found possible - not, however, without some
grumbling - to settle some 1,200 families on the land just north of
Mosul. These families consisted of those who were all along
averse to Agha Petros’ scheme, but it required some moving to get
them away from the comforts of the refugee camp. As spring
approached preparations were commenced to get the above ampli-
fied and so finally dispose of the refugee camp. As was custom-
ary each group of persons asked for different settlement. Nothing
would induce the Urmians to settle on the land, while, as
regards the mountaineers, some only were agreed to follow the
above-mentioned families; Agha Petros’ following remained
obdurate, and would listen to nothing except again to make their
way by force of arms to their old homes. On account of the mis-
deeds of these people in the late expedition it was not possible to
let them embark again upon such an adventure.
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By the end of May that contingent which was willing to
settle down peaceably commenced joining those who had previ-
ously gone in the neighbourhood of Dohuk and Akra, and the
first-named settlements were extended, by arrangement with the
existing Kurdish elements into country a good way to the north of
Dohuk and to our nominal administrative border. The other
mountaineer families were cleared out of camp on fixed dates,
and given equal allotment of stock and subsistence grant to the
“willing” families. After some continued stubborness these people
realized that they must accept the reasonable measures taken for
them, and they eventually joined up more or less in the neigh-
bourhood of the others.

As for the Urmians, they would hear of nothing but return
to Urmia. they were accordingly given a grant in money equiva-
lent to what the mountaineers had received, and were left to make
the best of their way into Persia via Hamadan. The Persians at
first turned these people back, although they were their own sub-
jects, but now they are managing to filter through with a certain
proportion remaining in Mesopotamia, where they found suitable
work, and others joining relatives in America. The upshot of the
above is that instead of a united Assyrian nation of some
100,000 persons, which the first scheme contemplated, the
Assyrians are now split up separately - some 15,000 are con-
gregated in the settlements north of Mosul, where, notwith-
standing their former continued protestations, they are living
in amity with the Kurds under our aegis, and have provided
a substantial contingent for the frontier levies.

As the Middle East resumes more peaceable conditions
and the different nationalities see that, notwithstanding their reli-
gious differences, it is yet possible to live side by side with one
another, these settlements of the Assyrians may yet form the
nucleus to which the nation as a whole might attach itself. As for
the Armenian category, so often mentioned in the foregoing, they
are at last in transit to Batum, but it is unfortunately the case that



Assyrian Settlement Final

- New:Assyrian Settlement.gxd 12/ 9 15:16 Page 16

16 BRITISH POLICY IN ASSYRIAN SETTLEMENT

they contain at least one-third among their number of incapable
persons who must be a permanent charge on some authority or
other. Inasmuch as the upkeep and repatriation measures of the
Assyrian and Armenian refugee in Mesopotamia have cost - the
British Government 500 lakhs of rupees, it is hoped the benevo-
lence of this very considerable outlay is fully appreciated and
realized.

&

X

Captain D.F. Kessler, the Adjutant and Rab Tremma Soski Paulos
of the S5th (Basrah) Battalion RAF Levies Iraq 1942.
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CHAPTER 2

Assyrian Affairs.

From Dr. Wigram

10, Metropol St. Athens.
19th March 1924

To: The Most Reverend the Lord Archbishop of Canterbury.
My dear Lord Archbishop,

1. I have received a long letter date February 29th from Dr.
Ishu Yaqub, our Mission Dr. in Mosul, about the local political sit-
uation.

The only advice I can give is this, that the Assyrian people
must accept whatever terms the Iraq Government will offer them,
and promise loyalty to that government. They can make them-
selves so indispensable to it in fact, as being the best fighting force
available, that they need not fear oppression from it. If however
they make themselves objectionable to the Iraq Government (and
I fear that some individuals have not been free from blame in this
matter of late), then they give excuse to the Iraq Government to
say “we cannot do with these Assyrians”, and to the British
Government to say “we cannot go to war for them”. In that case
they may be handed back to the Turk, and to utter destruction.

As for other schemes, ideas of transport of the whole
nation to Cyprus, as Yaqub suggests, or to Southern France, (as
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Miss Barclay and Agha Peros suggest,) seem to me simply
impracticable. They were so judged in 1918, when money was a
deal more plentiful than now.

If Yaqub be right in his idea that Sir H. Dobbs proposes to:

(a) Guarantee the Ashiret status of Tiari, Tkhoma,
Baz, Jilu, under Iraq Government.

(b) To let the rest of the people settle in the Amadia
district, (Sapna plain,) making a good read up to that point, and
stationing the Assyrian levy in the district.

(c) Allowing Mar Shimoun per Surma to appoint the local
governors in Dohuk, Amadia, and Akra, - why let them accept
such terms at once, with thanks to Heaven and the governors. |
cannot help thinking however that Ishu Yaqub is attributing his
own ideas to Sir H. Dobbs.

2) Concerning Ishu Yaqub himself.

I have just had a long interview with Dr. L. B. Perry,
recently “Surgical Specialist” at the Mosul Civil Hospital, and
now on his way back to Baqubah after leave in England, to take
up a similar appointment in Hillah.

Dr. Perry has much sympathy with, and admiration for the
Assyrians, but not much, I fear, for Ishu Yaqub himself.

He puts the matter thus. “Yaqub is living in comfort in
Mosul, with a magnificent surgical and medical outfit, and good
house. He is, however, not wanted there, where there are plenty
of doctors and hospitals, and any Assyrian can get all the atten-
dance he needs. He is wanted, on the other hand, up at Bibaydi,
where there is plenty of room for him to live, and where he could
travel in districts where his presence is required. Was it the inten-
tion of the good people who sent him that he should live where he
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1s not wanted, or where he i1s wanted?

He thinks that Yaqub has rather got round Surma, who
knows quite well what would be better for her people, but is not
certain whether she has the authority to give orders to Yaqub. He
adds that a young English Doctor with a taste for travel and expe-
rience would cost no more than Yaqub, and would be far more
effective, and that Yaqub, if retained there, would do better under
Surma’s direct orders.

(3) Assyrian Refugees in Greece.

There are about 350 of these still here, (Tkhoma and Tal
men mostly,) flotsam of the war, swept by it first to Caucasus, then
to Constantinople, and finally to Greece. As refugees they have
worked well, and given less trouble than any other type. (That is,
unless you call beating a greek policeman giving trouble. I own
they did that once). Now, they have made money, by their own
labour, and they want to return to their own homes, to the lands
they own there, at their own expense.

Yet, at the request of the Iraq Government, the British
Consuls here have received instructions to refuse them all pass-
ports, and to decline all responsibility for them. The result is that
these people are now here, with no nationality, and are unable to
get permission to go to their own homes. The reason for this
extraordinary conduct 1is, the prejudice which the Iraq
Government has, not without excuse, for anything that bears the
name Assyrian, even while they have to rely on the Assyrian levy
for defence. A contributory cause is some difficulty which arose
in Egypt, when we did send off a party of 200 of these people on
a previous occasion.

The details do not matter, for your Grace knows that
Assyrians will tumble into any hole available, even if they have to
dig it themselves.

The result is, that these people are now condemned, appar-
ently, to perpetual exile, for the crime of being expelled from their
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own homes while fighting as our ally, and the “Refugee Problem”
in Greece is further tangled, by keeping people here who ask noth-
ing better than to take themselves off.

That Greek Officials should worry those in such an anom-
alous position is only to be expected. The British Legation and
Consular Authorities both say, “The position is disgraceful, but we
can do nothing on the face of the direct orders we have received”.
I entirely agree with both positions.

I have written direct to authority in Baghdad, (Major
Bourdillon, c/o the Residency) sending the letter by Major Perry,
who knows him well. In this letter I have explained the situation.

I now ask if you can put the matter before the F.C. and ask
this; “There are several hundred Assyrian Refugees in Greece,
anxious to return at their own expense to lands which they own in
their own country. Is it not possible.

(a) To persuade the Iraq authorities to allow them to
return to their own country.

(b) To permit the British Consular authority to facili-
tate their passage?

Surely, it does not seem much to ask, and our present atti-
tude is regarded as shameful even by the Greek authorities, - and
for once most English here concur in their opinion.

I remain, etc.,

(sd) W.A. WIGRAM.
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A

A. HORMUZD RASSAM
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A.HORMUZD RASSAM

19, Eastern Road,
Romford, Essex.

To: His Excellency,
The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs,
Whitehall,
London, S.W.1

Excellency,

The Assyrians in Iraq.

My name will be familiar in your department of State as
the late Accredited Representative of the Assyrians who on their
behalf petitioned the League of Nations many times during 1930-
1932, acting always in strict accordance with the rules of proce-
dure laid down for such action.

I am fully aware that my so doing was not welcome to His
British Majesty’s Government or to that of Iraq, yet you will do
me the justice to agree that [ was quite within my rights as the then
only possible spokesman of my Nation, a Chaldean by descent
and resident in London. And I beg that your Excellency will care-
fully observe that from the moment the decision of the League of
Nations was given, and Iraq became a sovereign Independent
State, I have refrained from any word or action that might in any
way embarrass the efforts to bring about a settlement of the
Assyrians, either in Iraq or elsewhere. I recognised once the
decision was given that the Assyrians could not be settled in Iraq
as an Autonomous People, that it had to be accepted as final, and
that recriminations would serve no useful purpose. It is now
my hounden duty to offer to place my services at the disposal of
His British Majesty’s Government and that of His Majesty of Iraq
in any capacity they may dictate that will help to bring peace in
the land of my ancestors. I belong to one of the oldest and most
noble Chaldean families in Iraq - I am proud of
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my Iraqi blood - and I greatly wish to see peace and prosperity
among all its inhabitants and especially between the Arabs and the
Assyrians. Your Excellency will be aware from the records in
your Department that for the past fifty-seven years the name of
“Rassam” has always been associated in the Middle East with the
welfare of the Assyrians.

Christian Rassam (my uncle) and Nimrod Rassam (my
cousin) held the post of British Vice Consul at Mosul for a period
of fifty seven years, up to 1913, while the Mosul Vilayet was with-
in the Ottoman Empire, and were many times called upon to act
officially on their behalf. The name of my illustrious Father,
Hormuzd Rassam, - whose diplomatic services under the Indian
and British Governments ended with his rescue, by the British
Expeditionary Force under Lord Napier of Magdala, from impris-
onment by the King of Abyssinia, to whom he had been sent as the
Head of a Diplomatic Mission from Her Majesty, the late Queen
Victoria, - was well known throughout the Near and Middle East,
and was revered by Arabs and Christians alike. So it was that
when in 1930 the Assyrian People required a National
Representative, they called upon me to act for them.

These are the reasons, your Excellency, why I am now
impelled to place my services, if and whenever required, at your
disposal, and to use all the influence of my Father’s name, to help
to bring about a peaceful settlement of those Assyrians who wish
to remain in the land of their Forefathers, as true and loyal sub-
jects of the Kingdom of Iraq. I venture to enclose for your
Excellency’s consideration a Memorandum on the present state of
affairs in Iraq.

I have the honour to be
Your Excellencys most obedient Servant.

A. Hormuzd Rassam
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A.HORMUZD RASSAM

19, Eastern Road,
Romford, Essex.
Great Britain.

MEMORANDUM OF THE
POSITION OF THE ASSYRIANS IN IRAQ

(1) It must be assumed as a fact, which I feel to be true, that
the majority of the Assyrians are unwilling to leave Iraq, and are
only prepared to do so on account of the fear of reprisals in the
future. they are there now with their blood-relations the
Chaldeans, and many of the native born Arabs are also akin, and
their attachment to the country is clearly exhibited when they hold
annually their three days Fast of Nineveh. (Bauthat Ninvayeh)

2) The Aspiration of the Assyrians for a National Enclave
was not new. After the Great War, an effort under Aga Petros sup-
ported by the British authorities of that time was made to effect an
autonomous settlement. This failed. They then united with the
Chaldeans and presented a Petition to the Peace Conference
through Said Effendi Namik, a Chaldean Advocate. This failed.
Once again, their claims were put forward to the League of
Nations through myself. This failed and the decision was accept-
ed by myself as final. I feel that no apology is necessary or
desired for doing what was my duty to my People.

3) These long drawn out hopes and disappointments have left
the Assyrians in an unsettled state of mind, have embittered the
Iraqis against them, and have left both sides in a position of great
difficulty. The Iraqis consider they have been harbouring in their
midst people whom they regard as Foreigners, and from their
point of view quite rightly resent visitors who refuse to conform
to the rules of the house and refuse to adopt the nationality of the
country in which they receive sanctuary. The Assyrian point of
view was logical so long as any posibility remained of the League
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of Nations granting their request, but its continuance was wrong
once the decision had been given against them, and Iraq became
a Sovereign Independent State. Until this decision was given, the
controversy in the English papers on the subject was diplomati-
cally correct, but its prolongation after the decision was given
against the Assyrian Petitions was fatal, and led to the anti-
Assyrian outbreak in the Iraqi Press and made it a subject for
exaggerated religious animosity. No one can fail to understand
the resentment of the Iraqis to what was interference in the inter-
nal affairs of their newly-formed independent State - any other
nation would have felt the same.

@ So here was ( and still exists ) the stage set for a confla-
gration of inflamed passions. The mistake was that neither the
League of Nations nor the Authorities in Iraq foresaw and pre-
pared against future events of which anyone with an intimate
knowledge of the East must have seen brewing, and of which I had
warned the League of Nations beforehand.

5) The need now is to find a man in whom both sides have
complete confidence ( I do not suggest myself - there are many
more competent ). He must possess great diplomacy, an intimate
knowledge of the East and Mesopotamia, of the races concerned
and their mentality, and above all he must be impartial, and not
belong officially to any Church. He must be in a position to
explain to the Assyrians their exact position without fear of mis-
understanding. This has never been done by one whom they trust
and whom they knew has no personal axe to grind. He must
explain that while there was in the past no harm in having nation-
al aspirations, they are now impossible to obtain. That no adjoin-
ing country is eager to accept them. That while there might be a
possibility that some far distant country might receive them, they
would have great, if not greater difficulties to surmount in a still
more strange country with people of diametrically opposed points
of view and mentality. Whereas in Iraq, all or nearly all its People
are descended from one common stock, and possess the same
Oriental mantality. That by adopting Iraqi nationality in com-
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mon with their blood relations ( their obvious and only possible
course ) and by becoming good and loyal Citizens, they can work
for and benefit the Country of which they are a part, and in whose
soil lie the bones of their Ancestors.

(6) He must be in a position to reassure them on behalf of the
Iraqi Government that once they have become good and loyal
Citizens, they will receive full protection from future reprisals and
be given every opportunity, in common with all other inhabitants,
to prosper and to purchase property of their own for agriculture,
schools, and other developments, and that all their rights as a loyal
minority will be respected.

7 Finally - Nothing would clarify matters more than a care-
fully drawn up proclamation by the League itself written in Arabic
and Chaldaic, and issued with the approval of the Iraq
Government to the Assyrians explaining the position. Such a doc-
ument, accompanied by a statement showing what funds will be
available for vital improvements in the country in which the
labour of the Assyrians could be largely absorbed, and gradually
settled, for the welfare of the whole Kingdom, would in my opin-
ion, be readily accepted, after they had been reassured by the
explanation proposed to my preceding paragraph 5. The sum
required for such a purpose would be much less than what would
be necessary to transport to and settle them in another country. If
the Assyrians are approached in the way I have indicated, I feel
sure that the majority will be thankfully accept, and that a perma-
nent and peaceful solution of the present difficulties can be
obtained. It must be strongly impressed upon all that this is not a
religious question but one of national pride. That whereas Iraq
was once the centre of successively Chaldean and Assyrian
Empires, so it was the Home of the Caliphs of Baghdad, and that
consequently all have a right of place in the country, and a com-
mon aim in raising it to its ancient glory.
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Li1ST OF POLICE POSTS IN

THE ASSYRIAN VILLAGES.

NAME OF NAME OF POPULATION NO. OF POLICE

QADHA. VILLAGE ARMS IN STRENGTH

THE (FOOT)
VILLAGE

AMADIYA Cham Sus 200 4 12
Tahlawa 75 2 3
Daudiya 275 26 12
Tani 200 22 3
Dahi 140 17 3
Araden 515 93 4
Hamzia 50 12 10
Bibad 250 42 10
Sar Sinak 150 4 10
Dohik 130 23 3
Birozan 200 - 3
Diraluk 130 5 7
Sakreen 65 2 10
Birbank 75 - 3
Cham Sheriti 70 - 12
Cham Rabtek 90 10 12
Musa Laka 55 2 6
Chelki 210 53 22
Kani Balaf 110 19 12
Safra Zor 35 3 3
Qadish 150 1 10

DOHUK Kandi Nazi 35 2 10
Kend Kusa 150 30 6
Alkoshki 6
Mijilmakht 190 - 5
Kori Kafan 250 50 36
Bakir Ulya - - 12
Bakir Sufla 150 5
Salahi 10
Kafla Sin 80 5
Dostka 3
Tel Khasaf 6
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NAME OF NAME OF POPULATION NO. OF POLICE
QADHA. VILLAGE ARMS IN
STRENGTH

THE VILLAGE (FOOT).

Qala’ Badri 8
Khershana 15 5 5
Nordinawa 6
Kabirtu 5
Sarshur 6
Garfil 5
Busiryan 6
Kani Gulan 12
Bablu 65 10 8
Badi 8
Hijarki 85 5
Aluka 30 5
ZIBAR Dinarta 113 - 10
Kashkawa 134 122 5
SHAIKHAN Ain Hilwa 100 1 5
Qasrun 38 - 4
Dairstune 22 - 4
Baibus Ulya 57 1 4
Taftyan 120 1 4
Jarrahiya 114 7 5
Birozawa 65 - 4
Qasraj 1 4
Alnisairiya 41 - -
Biboz 33 1 -
Karanjak 35 - 3
Biban 5
Dahkan 33 5 -
Karrana 110 2 5
Bibos Sufla 33 - -
Dirstek 45 2
Qasruk 13 - 2
Mulla Barwan 35 2 -
Badriya 100 7 -
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ASSYRIAN LEVY OFFICERS IN IRAQ
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CONFIDENTIAL

High Commissioner for Iraq

To The Secretary of State for the Colonies. -
(Communicated by Colonial Office;
Received in Foreign Office,

May 9 1924)

(Telegraphic). P.

PRINCIPLES of policy towards Assyrians detailed in your
telegram of 19th January have already been communicated to
Prime Minister for Council by letter, of which a copy has been
sent to King Feisal. Letter contained in particular an invitation to
the Iraq Government to undertake to grant lands to the Assyrians
on favourable terms and without charge and afford them a gener-
ous measure of liberty in management of their own local affairs.
Letter explained advantages which Iraq would gain by such an
arrangement. Resolution accepting the proposals contained in the
letter was passed by Council of Ministers on 30th April. I am for-
warding by air mail copies of letter and resolution. I have satis-
fied myself that north of Mosul there is sufficient Government
land available for all Assyrians likely to require it. On the 4th
May, however, inhabitants of Kirkuk were the victims of an atro-
cious massacre perpetrated by Assyrian levies, which has changed
whole situation. I am reporting separately upon this.

Above refers to your telegram of 10th April

DOBBS.
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M. G. Haigh
Chaplain.
Lambeth Palace.

Oth May, 1924.
To:
Sir John Shuckburgh, K.C.M.G.,

Dear Sir,

The Archbishop of Canterbury, on returning from the
Continent, has found a letter from Dr. Wigram written on March
19th, with regard to Assyrian Refugees in Greece. He asks me to
send you a copy of this letter. He believes you are aware of the
circumstances to which Dr. Wigram refers.

His Grace does not know how far it is possible to act on
the lines suggested by Dr. Wigram, but he feels sure that you will
be ready to consider the statement in the letter with a view to see-
ing whether it is possible to make any arrangements of the kind
contemplated.

I am, etc.,
(sd) M. G. Haigh
CHAP -
LAIN.
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J. E. Shuckburh
Downing Street,

Date: 26 May, 1924.
To: The Reverend M. G. Haigh.
Dear Mr. Haigh,

Thank you for your letter of the 9th of May, forwarding a
copy of a letter from Dr. Wigram with regard to the Assyrian
Refugees in Greece.

In view of the incident at Kirkuk on the 4th of May, I do
not think that the present is a good moment for taking up the ques-
tion of the repatriation of these refugees. The matter will, howev-

er, not be lost sight of.

I have sent a copy of the correspondence to the Foreign
Office, and to Sir Henry Dobbs.

Yours Sincerely,

J. G. Shuckburh
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CHAPTER 3

FUTURE OF ASSYRIANS.

Refers to Foreign Office Letter of May 19th, 1924
( E 4190/88/65).

Transmits copy of Baghdad despatch of May 8th forward-
ing copy of letter to President of Council of Ministers putting for-
ward proposals for settlement of Assyrians in Iraq, and extract
from proceedings of Council of Ministers on April 30th when
these proposals were accepted.

Most Satisfactory,

Sir Percy Cox
(Sent to Air Ministry).

Extract from the Proceedings of the Council of Ministers held
at Baghdad on Wednesday, April 30, 1924.

There was read out his Excellency the High
Commissioner’s letter dated the 2nd April, 1924, on
the subject of the settling of Assyrians in Iraq terri-
tories, whereupon the Council of Ministers passed a
resolution accepting the proposals contained in the
said letter.
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The Under Secretary of State,
Colonial Office,
London S.W.1

Date: 19th May 1924

To: The Colonial Office of 19th May 1924

Sir,

I am directed by the Secretary of State for the Colonies to
transmit to you for the information of the Secretary MacDonald,
copies of the papers noted below, on the subject of the future of
the Assyrians.

I am,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

J.E. MASTERTON SMITH.
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THE RIGHT HONOURABLE

J. H. THOMAS, P.C., M.P.

SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES,
DOWNING STREET, S.W.1

Date: 8th May, 1924.
Sir,

I have the honour to invite a reference to my telegram
No. 237 dated the 6th May, 1924, concerning the future settlement
of the Assyrians, and to transmit herewith copies of the marginal-
ly noted documents under reference therein.

“Letter No. P.O. 68 dated 2. 4. 1924 from the Counsellor to H.E.
the High Commissioner, Baghdad to H.E. Ja’far Pasha al-Askari,
President of the Council of Ministers, Baghdad.

Extract from proceedings of meeting of Council of Ministers held
on the 30th April, 1924.

I have etc.,
(sd) H. Dobbs
High Commissioner For Iraq.

Secretariat of H.E.

The High Commissioner
For Iraq.

Baghdad, 2nd April, 1924

To: H.E. Ja’Far Pasha Al-Askari, C.M.G.,
President of the Council of Ministers,
Baghdad,

My dear Prime Minister,

I am directed by His Excellency the High Commissioner
to address you on a matter which is undoubtedly of supreme
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importance to the Iraq State at the present juncture, namely the
position of the Assyrian people in relation to the Mosul frontier.

The Bitish Government have had the Assyrian question
under the most careful consideration for some time, not only
because of the services rendered and the sacrifices made by the
Assyrians for the Allied Cause during the War, but also because of
the importance to Iraq of having on the Iraq side of the frontier
and attached by gratitude and loyalty to the Iraq State this small
but warlike people and the districts which they occupy. In nego-
tiating the Mosul frontier, the British Government is therefore dis-
posed to press for the frontier to be fixed as far north as possible
so as to include the greater part of the Assyrian people other than
those who belong to Persian districts that is to say so as to include
the mountains occupied by the Taiyari, Tkhuma, Jelu and the Baz
Assyrian tribes.

The advantages of this to the Iraq State need not be
enlarged upon, but His Majesty’s Government has also to con-
sider the interests of the Assyrians themselves, and it cannot
support Iraq’s claim to the extreme northern frontier unless it
is assured, and can satisfy the world, that the Iraq
Government will do its part in assuring a prosperous future to
those Assyrians who will be settled within its borders.

The Assyrians now in Iraq may be divided as follows: -

From Persian territory . .. ............ 5,000 Persons

From Territory which was formerly
Turkish and which the British
Government proposes to claim
for Iraq (Taiyaris etc.) . . ....... 14,000 Persons

From Turkish territory not to
be claimed forIraq . . ... ... .. 6,000 Persons

Total . ... 25,000 Persons
(Men, Women and Children)
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It is suggested that the 5,000 Assyrians from Persian terri-
tory should be pressed to return to Persia, satisfactory assurances
regarding their future treatment being obtained from the Persian
Government. As regards the 14,000 persons from territory to be
claimed for Iraq 7,500 persons have already returned to the Taiyari
and Tkhuma country and most of the remainder will return there
when that country has been definitely assigned to Iraq.

There will remain therefore for new settlement in Iraq only
the 6,000 persons from Turkish territory which is not to be
claimed for Iraq and possibly a few thousand more persons who
may take refuge in Iraq later. At the outside the total number to
be settled, including those already in Iraq, will not exceed 12,000
persons or 2,400 families.

His Excellency has ascertained that there are more than
sufficient deserted lands, the property of the Iraq Government, to
the north of Dohuk and in Amadia and the northern hills, upon
which these people could be permanently settled. The Briish
Government is now anxious to know whether the Iraq
Government will assign these vacant lands free of charge and on
favourable terms, and without causing loss to other Iraqis, to
these Assyrians from Turkish territory and will grant both to them
and to the Assyrians of the Taiyari, Tkhuma, Baz and Jelu coun-
try, if it is secured for Iraq, a generous measure of liberty in the
management of their own purely local affairs, such as the choice
of their own village headman and the making of adequate arrange-
ments in each village for the collection and payment, subject to
supervision by the Iraq Government, of such taxes as that
Government may fix. Such a loose form of administration the
Assyrians enjoyed before the war under the Turks and the Iraq
Government will doubtless realise that only in this way can it
secure the friendship and military services of the people who will
be the defensive outpost as part of Iraq’s most vital frontier. Nor
would these be the only advantages to Iraq. If, by satisfying
the British Government and the League of Nations that she is
prepared to deal generously with the Assyrians on the lines
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suggested above, Iraq secures the extreme northern frontier
claimed, the great bulk of the non-Persian Assyrians will be
within her frontier and there will be no field for the intrigue
which would inevitably result if half the Assyrians were in
Iraq and the other half in Turkey. Again if the Iraq
Government can by generous treatment secure the friendly
regard and loyalty of the Assyrians, the danger will be avoid-
ed of their applying to the French or the Russians for support,
a danger which would be by no means remote if the Assyrians
were not assured of the intentions of the Iraq state. Lastly,
looking still further ahead to the time for the admission of
Iraq to the League of Nations, what better proof could she
offer of her ability and desire to deal justly and wisely with
persons of different race and faith than to point to a friendly
and satisfied body of Assyrians settled within her borders?

The immediate necessity is to satisfy the British
Government that in contending for the extreme norther frontier, so
as to strengthen the Iraq State and secure the future of the
Assyrians, they can count on the active co-operation of the Iraq
Government in providing land on which the Assyrians can be set-
tled and a satisfactory arrangement under which they manage their
own local affairs. His Excellency invites the Iraq Government to
consider the whole question urgently from this point of view in
order that he may be able, as he hopes, to give the British
Government the assurances of Iraq’s co-operation in this definite
policy, so that the British Government may feel fully justified in
insisting on the extreme northern frontier in the interests of the
Iraq State and of the Assyrian people. As the Mosul frontier nego-
tiations will, it is believed, open very shortly at Constantinople
you will realise how necessary it is that His Excellency should be
in a position to reply without delay to the enquiries made by the
British Government on the points dealt with in this letter.

Yours Sincerely,

(sd) Nigel D. Davidson.
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Extract from the proceedings of the Council of Ministers held
at Baghdad on Wednesday the 30th April, 1924.

“There was read out His Excellency the
High Commissioner’s letter No. P.0./68 dated
the 2nd April, 1924, on the subject of the set-
tling of Assyrians in Iraq territories, where-
upon the Council of Ministers passed a resolu-
tion accepting the proposals contained in the
said letter.”

King Faisal with a group of Arabs (Second from right)
and Fahad Beg (Centre) Sheikh of the Anazeh
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JA’FAR PASHA AL-ASKARI
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No. 2150/265/1924 British Mission,
Constantinople

16th June, 1924.

The Eastern Department,
Foreign Office,
London, S.W.,1

Dear Department,

Your despatch No.11 of the 4th instant (E.4714/88/65) to
Sir Percy Cox arrived after his departure.

As no copy was sent to us we are keeping his copy and
presume that you will send him another if you still consider it nec-
essary.

Yours ever,

CHANCERY.
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ASSYRIANS IN INDIA.

Refers to Foreign Office letter of March 14th, (E
1879/88/65).

Transmits copy of correspondence with Government of
India who are making enquiries as to number of Assyrians in
India.
From India Office To Foreign Secretary, Govt. of India
Dated 10th April 1924.

INDIA OFFICE,
WHITEHALL, S.W.1
10th April 1924.

To: The Foreign Secretary,
Government of India.

Sir,

With reference to the letter from the Foreign Office of the
14th March No. E.1879/88/65, relative to the Assyrian communi-
ty in India, I am directed by the Secretary of State to request that
inquiries may be made, so far as possible, in accordance with the
wish expressed by the secretary of State for Foreign Affairs in the
second paragraph of that letter, and that the result may be com-
municated to this Office at an early date.

For the reasons indicated in the third paragraph of the
same letter, the importance of exercising due discretion should be
impressed on all officers concerned in the inquiry.

It is understood that the information is desired in the case

of refugees from Iraq as well as of those persons who have been
settled in India for a considerable time.

I have, etc.,

(Sd) L. D. WAKELY
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From:
The Deputy Secretary
To the Government of India
In the Foreign and Political Department,
Sir,

His Excellency the High Commissioner for Iraq is con-
templating the formulation of a scheme for the Establishment of
Assyrian settlements in the Mosul Vilayet. Should the scheme
materialise it is proposed to settle therein, should they desire to be
accommodated there, not only the non-Persian Assyrians whose
original homes fall within the boundaries of Iraq as they may be
eventually determined, but also those whose homes may under the
boundary settlement to be effected with the Turkish Government
be included in areas apportioned to Turkey, and who may for that
reason not desire to return to them. To assist him in the preparatin
of the scheme the High Commissioner has expressed a wish to be
supplied with a rough estimate of the numbers involved.

It is understood that there is an Assyrian or Nestorian com-
munity in India of a certain magnitude, and I am to request that if
you see no objection with the permission of His Excellency the
Governor in Council the Government of India may be furnished,
as early as possible, with an approximate estimate of the number
of Assyrian refugees from Iraq as well as of those persons who
have been settled in India for a considerable time now residing in
(The Madras Presidency, The Bombay Presidency, the Bengal
Presidency, The Punjab Presidency, The U.P. Presidency. Burma
Presidency, Bihar and Orissa Presidency, The C.P. The Assem,
The N.W.F.P. Baluchistan, Ajmer-Merwera, Coorg, Delhi,
Hyderabad, Mysore, Central India, Rajputana, Baroda, Kashmir,
Gwalior, Punjab States., and in the event of the future of the
Assyrian nation in Iraq being decided in a manner favourabled to
their aspirations, to enquire what proportion of them are likely to
desire to establish themselves in the proposed settlements.
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In making enquiries on the latter point the greatest care
should be exercised so as to avoid raising any hopes among the
refugees that their repatriation is contemplated or that His
Majesty’s Government or the Government of India have assumed
any financial liability in this connection. The enquiries should
therefore be discreetly and indirectly carried out.

I have etc.,
Sd. C. Latimer,
Deputy Secretary to the
Government of India.
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E 6275/88/65

Activities of Marcus George Daniel.

Transmits copy of telegram of June 10th from
Melbourne requesting enquiries may be made whether
Daniel is bona fide representative of Assyrian Church, as
he has applied for permit to visit Australia to lecture and
collect funds for persecuted Assyrian Christians.

Transmits also copy of telegrams from Tabriz and
Baghdad showing that Daniel is an impostor.

British Legation,
Tehran,
23rd June 1924

To: His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs,
Foreign Office,
London.

Sir

I have the honour to transmit herewith copies of corre-
spondence, as marked below, on the subject of Marcus George
Daniel, a begging imposter.

I have the honour to be with the highest respect,

Sir,
Yours most obedient, humble Servant,

Smadoey
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1-Telegram from Melbourne dated 10th June 1924

2-Telegram from Mr. Gray Tabriz, dated 15th June 1924 (No. 15)
3-Telegram from Hicom, Baghdad, dated 19th June 1924 (No.
119)

1- Copy of telegram from Melbourne to Mr: Ovey, dated 10th
June 1924. Archdeacon Marcus Daniel now in South Africa
applies for permit to visit Australia to lecture and collect funds on
behalf of persecuted Assyrian Christians.

Several previous collectors (of this) class were found to be
rank imposters notwithstanding the production of numerous
apparently genuine credentials. Glad if you would ascertain from
Patriarch of Assyrian Church if Daniel is bona fide representative
authorised by them to collect for the purpose mentioned. Should
appreciate early reply.

2- Copy of telegram from Mr. Gray, Tabriz to Mr. Ovey
dated 15th June 1924.

From two good sources, one being archbishop Graillia,
highest dignitary here of Assyrian church, I gather Daniel is not
Archdeacon but a well known rascal probably collecting funds for
personal benefit in Australia having had to quit America.

3- Copy of telegram from Hicom, Baghdad, to Mr. Ovey,
dated 19th June 1924

Your telegram No. 81

Marcus George Daniel was sentenced to one year’s impris-
onment for performing a BIGAMOUS marriage in Baghdad in
1921. He served nine month’s imprisonment in Rio de Janeiro; is
a plausible SCOUNDREL and ex communicated priest who earns
his living by begging tours.

Addressed to Tehran, repeated to Tabriz 140/S.
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Credit Lyonnais
West end Branch,
4, Cockspur street,
Charing Cross,
London,
Tel: Gerrard 9037
30th July 1924

The Secretary,
Foreign Office,
Whitehall, S.W.1

Dear sir,

We should esteem a favour if you would kindly confirm
to us the accuracy of the statement made to us by General Agha
Petros of the Hotel Cecil, W.C.2, who has been in the habit of
transacting certain business with us, to the effect that he is a
General of the Assyrian Army and was President of the Assyrian
Delegation of Lausanne Conference, and was here on a Political
Mission to the Foreign Office,

Thanking you in anticipation,

Yours Faithfully,

Manager,
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E 6564/88/65
CONFIDENTIAL.
Foreign Office,
S.W.1

The Manager,

Credit Lyonnais,

West End Branch,

4, Cockspur Street,
Charing Cross, W.1,

Date: 6th August, 1924.
Sir:-

In reply to your letter Private and Confidential of the 30th
ultimo, I am directed by Mr. Secretary Ramsay MacDonald to
state that, as General Agha Petros is not a British subject it is not
possible for this department to vouch for his alleged rank.

He was undoubtedly present at Lausanne during the con-
ference but was not admitted to a seat at the conference table and
his activities there on behalf of the Assyrians were thus of a more

or less personal nature.

He was subsequently received at the Foreign Office on
various occasions in an informal and unofficial capacity,

I am,
Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

LANCELOT OLIPHANT
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Telegram from the Acting High Commissioner for Iraq
To the Secretary of State for the Colonies.

Dated 14th August, 1924.
Received, Colonial Office, 4.26 p.m. 14th August, 1924.

Priority.

Incident occurred on 9th August north of terri-
tory administered by us near Khan? between Tkhuma
Assyrians and the new Vali of Julamerk. Vali, accompanied
by forty sowars, was making tour of the frontier to collect
revenue and owing to this, Tkhuma Assyrians were in a great
state of alarm. They had therefore taken up a defensive posi-
tion near above place. The Turks attacked them and a fight
ensued in which the Vali and some of his escort were cap-
tured.

Casualties Turks, three killed, two died of
wounds and two wounded, Assyrians, one man, one boy, and
one woman killed. On the 11th Malak Khoshaba, one of their
head men freed the Vali and escort and returned arms from
fear of punishment by us.

Above is report received from Administrative
Inspector, Mosul, who proceeded by air at once to see that
the Vali was returned with suitable escort but found on arrival
that he had already been released.

Addressed to Colonial Office No. 401 repeated
to Constantinople No. 153S.
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Extract from letter of the Rev. E. W. McDowell, D.D.
of Mosul, dated July 3rd, 1924, to Mr. R .E. Speer.

Thank you for making use of my letters in behalf of the
Assyrian people. And also for sharing with me the extracts from
the letters of Mr. Carter and Mr. Philip Kerr. It is a pleasure now
to recall the personalities of Philip Kerr and Sir John Shuckburgh.
The extracts have interested me deeply because of recent events in
this area. The writer, or rather Mr. Kerr, reveals a very intimate
and on the whole, correct knowledge of the situation here. The
Assyrians in the Mosul area may be divided into three groups:
Those who are still refugees, temporarily occupying villages two
days North of Mosul, along the Zakho-Dohuk-Akra line, all well
within the Iraq boundary. Second, those who are occupying their
own homes a little farther north, in Supna, Amadia and Berwer;
territory evidently considered by the English as within their man-
date sphere. Third, The Assyrians of Tiary and Tkhoma, several
thousand of them, who while not sent by the Authorities were
ecouraged by them to return to their homes, and which was all
right. That territory is debatable ground. Sir Percy Cox I think
desired to include it in Iraq, and with justice. But the Turks
claim it as theirs. And it is important to inform you that they
are at this moment moving to occupy it.

Word has just come down from Tiary to the effect that a
Turkish army has appeared in the neighbourhood of Julamerk. It
is stated that they have come to collect taxes from certain Kurds.
Certain Kurdish chiefs are in conference with the Turks in
Julamerk. Before the arrival of the Army the Christians were
informed that if they proposed to reside in Turkish territory they
would have to surrender their arms and pay taxes. I read the move-
ment as follows: The Turks refused to grant any of the Mosul ter-
ritory to Sir Percy. Up to the present that part of Kurdistan has not
been officially or fully reoccupied by the Turkish government. At
this point in the procedure it would be the natural thing for them
to do, to assume control of just as much of that debatable territo-
ry as they possibly can without coming into serious conflict with
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the British. They would appoint and locate Mudirserfs,
Kaimakums and all the local officials and then proceed to collect
taxes. The army is there to assist them in this process, and in suf-
ficient strength to warn the English to keep hands off. The territo-
ry they actually occupy they will stand a good chance of retaining
when it comes to another conference. We may expect them, there-
fore, to push as far south as the English will allow them to at this
time. This will probably mean the whole of Tiary and Tkhoma.

The Tiarians are greatly disturbed. They have occu-
pied their mountain passes and are on the watch night and
day. They have sent messengers asking for help from the
British. It is not yet known what the British will do. It will be
a difficult problem for them. Where will they draw the line at
which they will say to the Turks, “Thus far but no farther,”
and say it with a fighting force? Without aid the mountaineers
will not be able to hold their own against a well equipped
army supported by all the Kurds of that wide spread region.
It is probably one of the chief purposes of that Turkish army
to sweep all the Tiarians and Tkhomians out of the mountains.
I do not think that this movement will involve the city of
Mosul. But I do think that the Turks will come down as far as
they can without calling down on themselves too great opposi-
tion from the English.

J..iw _Lﬁ’. !.ba [ i
ASSYRlAN PLATOON NO. 21 IN 1926
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ASSYRIAN OFFICERS IN LONDON

You will have noted that the treaty between Iraq and
England was signed in Baghdad recently, but only after prolonged
opposition on the part of the Iraq Mejlis-Assembly. Two clipping
from the Baghdad Times will indicate something of the temper of
both sides.

Most unfortunately, right in the midst of this discussion,
the Assyrian soldiers ran amuck in the city of Kerkuk and in the
fighting which followed some forty or fifty of the Moslems of
Kerkuk were killed, among them being a Sheikh of considerable
reputation. There was great excitement all over the country
including Baghdad and Mosul, but the Government handled the
matter wisely and firmly and a big disturbance was nipped in the
bud. But it has stirred Moslem hatred and antagonism to the limit
all over Mesopotamia and Kurdistan. The Iraqi Assembly demand
the removal of all the Assyrians from their territory, and especial-
ly the Assyrian army. The government had to confess that they
could not dispense with the services of the Assyrian army in
defending Iraq from the Turks.
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It should be stated that the trouble in Kerkuk was started
by Moslems, made worse by Arab police and bungled by the offi-
cers in command of the Assyrians. But it was a sad blunder on the

part of the Assyrians. They also lost heavily in killed and wound-
ed.

But the incident proves conclusively the utter impossibili-
ty of the Assyrians dwelling anywhere in this land without the
presence of the English.

And the anomaly of the situation. The Arab is as bitter
an enemy of the Assyrians as the Turk and just as dangerous
but he is depending upon these Assyrians to save him from the
Turk. That once done, the Arab will turn on the Assyrian and
rend him.

ASSYRIAN OFFICERS IN HENAIDI
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Assyrian National Association

Warcester Branch

92 Austin Street
Worcester, Mass.,
United States of America.

Under the Secretary of State,
Foreign Office,
London S.W.1

Honorable Sir:

The Assyrians in America since this world’s great war, are
anxiously waiting and praying that a good message from His
Britanic Majesty’s Government will come to those Assyrians who
valiantly fought the battle of the Allies.

While I was in Paris and London, in a capacity of the
Assyrian delegate from America, [ was assured that His Majesty’s
Government would look after them. For the last six years,
Assyrians have suffered from deportation and many thousands are
in Aleppo, Marseilles, Russia, etc., who are in a dangerous and
pitiful condition. There is no hope for them to come to America
or elswhere but to our place toward Mossul or in Iraq State. As
President of the Assyro-Chaldean Association, I would venture to
ask from His Britanic Majesty’s Government their attitude in this
regard.

From some newspaper reports we learn that the Kurds and
the Assyrians are working in harmony under His Britanic
Majesty’s protection. We hope this will bring them to a closer
relation as the Kurds were originally Christians. We hope the
British Government with the consent of the Iraq Government will
assign the vacant lands for the settlement. We trust that His
Britanic Majesty’s Government will bring into effect the policy
which has been attained -- assuring the Assyrian people their free-
dom and the settlement of their local affairs.
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Awaiting for your answer, I remain,

Yours very truly,
& M%% '

President.
Dr. S. K. Yoosuf.

FUTURE OF THE ASSYRIANS.

61

Refers to Foreign Office letter of September 11th,

1924
(E 7571/88/65.)

Suggests that Assyrian National Association in United
States of America should be informed that future of Assyrians
must depend upon ultimate position of Turkey-Iraq frontier which

is now being considered by League of Nations.



Assyrian Settlement Final

- New:Assyrian Settlement.gxd 12/ 9 15:17 Page 62

62 BRITISH POLICY IN ASSYRIAN SETTLEMENT

FOREIGN OFFICE
S.W.1.
GREAT BRITAIN
22nd September, 1924.
Doctor A. K. Yoosuf,
Assyrian National Association,
Worcester Branch,
92, Austin Street, Worcester, Mass.,
United States of America.

Sir,

In reply to your letter of the 22nd ultimo, relative to the
attitude of its Majesty’s Governmen towards the future of the
Assyrians, I am directed by Mr. Secretary Ramsay MacDonald to
inform you that the future of the Assyrians must depend in
some measure upon the ultimate position of the frontier
between Iraq and Turkey. The question of that frontier is now
under consideration by the Council of the League of Nations,
to whom the matter has been referred for a decision.

I am

Sir,

Your Obedient Servant,

(Signed) (LANCELOT LIPHANT)
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SIR PERCY COX

63
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CHAPTER 4

DELEGATION
ASSYRO - CHALDEAN AND YIZEDIES
Geneve Hotel Richemond

(General Agha Petros, Legion d’Honneur)
(Commander-in-Chief of the Assyro-Chaldean Forces,)
(President of the National Executive Committee.

To His Excellency
President of the Society of Nations,
GENEVA.

Sir,

We the Members of the Assyro-Chaldean and Yezidi
Delegation thank God for having chosen and assembled here the
most intelligent men of the Greatest Powers of the World. God’s
purpose in so doing is to see that Justice is dealt out impartially,
and we thank him for giving us language to explain our condition.

1. The South Part of the Mosul Vilayet is mostly inhabited by
Arabs, about 20% only being Assyro-Chaldeans; but the North of
Mosul Vilayet belongs entirely to the Assyro-Chaldeans,
Yezidis and friendly Kurds under Sayid Taha. Not a single
Arab or Turk ever dwelt there.

Therefore there can be no question of the North of Mosul
Vilayet being handed over to any power whatsoever, but in simple



Assyrian Settlement Final

- New:Assyrian Settlement.gxd 12/ 9 15:17 Page 65

BRITISH POLICY IN ASSYRIAN SETTLEMENT 65

justice must be given to its lawful owners who speak the lan-
guages of the country, - under British Mandate.

2. If therefore, You, the most Honourable Members of the
Society of Nations, allow and accept to see the North of Mosul
Vilayet handed over to any power other than its lawful owners, I
and the other Members of our Delegation most solemnly protest
against as being unjust and unlawful in God’s Sight. It is not
because we are poor and helpless that justice should be denied us.

3. THE NORTH OF MOSUL VILAYET
BELONGS TO THE ASSYRIANS.

If it is taken from us, it is indeed a poor reward for the
services we rendered during the Great War as “The Smallest Ally”
of the “ENTENTE”, a poor reward for the loss of one-third of our
population, not to mention all our material losses. And now, if the
North of Mosul Vilayet is not restored to us, we shall lose our
Nationality and our Language, which is as old as the world, for we
are the only people living to-day who speak the language of the
cradle of humanity, which we have kept and spoken for thousands
of years.

4. We have no objection to returning and living in our Homes
in the North of Mosul Vilayet as long as we are under British
Mandate, but we cannot live under our War Enemies, for We are
Christians, and the laws of those Countries governing the
Christians and Mohammedans are entirely different, as the
attached ANNEXE A. will show. If we are left scattered among
Mohammedans we shall certainly be massacred - as our
Forefathers have been in the past, and everybody knows that all
Christians who owned property in Turkey have been obliged to
leave and their property confiscated, they and their Wives and
Children driven to wander in search of food and help. A Home
must be found for those unfortunate Refugees, and the only place
which I can earnestly recommend is the Home of our Forefathers:
The North of Mosul Vilayet, - under British Mandate.
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5. Since 1920 all the children born of Parents of the North of
Mosul Vilayet who have been kept round the city of Mosul have
died for they are a Mountain People, who cannot live in the Plains
as the climate and water is unsuitable.

6. If we give up our right to our Homes and Fatherland where
shall we go to found new Homes to protect and keep our
Nationality and our Language ??. All other Nations and Peoples
have a Home, why should we be the only exception??.

Therefore, as the North of Mosul Vilayet belongs to us,
I feel sure that all the honourable members of this Society will
admit that in asking it to be left us under British Mandate, we
are simply claiming our right, and we are moreover asking it
for the sake of peace in that part of the country.

(General Agha Petros, Legion dHonneur)

(Commander-in-Chief of the Assyro-Chaldean Forces,)
(President of the National Executive Committee.)

26th September 1924.

With the agreement of the Assyro-Chaldean
and Yezidis Delegation,
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GENERAL AGHA PETROS
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ANNEXE A.

The laws which govern Mohammedans and Christians are
entirely different, as the following examples taken from Persian-
Mohammedan Law will show: -

1. According to Mohammedan Law, a Christian man can
become a Mohammedan, but a Mohammedan can never become a
Christian.

2. If a Christian woman marries a Mohammedan, the
Marriage is recognized as lawful, but were a Mohammedan
woman to marry a Christian she would be immediately put to
death.

3. A Christian Man cannot sit on a Jury or Tribunal, nor can
he act as witness. Before any man can act as witness he must first
present himself to and receive a letter from a “Mulla” (Priest)
authorising him to be a witness. In this way, the legal question,
so far as Christians are concerned, is in the hands of the
Mohammedan Clergy and not of the Legal Body, for the Priests
never give an authorisation to a Christian to act as witness.

4. Before any new Law can be promulgated, it must first be
approved by a Council of five “Moshtaites” (Bishops). If this new
Law is found by that Council to be in keeping with the KORAN,
it is accepted, if not - it is refused. This mode of legal procedure
can never be changed until the “Secret Prophet” IEMAM comes
on his Blue Horse.

5. If a Christian Girl marries a Mohammedan, the property
belonging to all her kindred - to the seventh degree, belongs to her
by legal right. In other words, the property of her Parents,
Brothers, Sisters, Uncles, Aunts, Cousins, etc. is taken over by her
as each of them dies, and she thus becomes the sole recognised
heri. Therefore, if those reasons given above are alone taken into
consideration, it will easily be understood how impossible it is for
any Christian to accept or live under such a regime.

(GENERAL AGHA PETROS)
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CHAPTER 5

LEAGUE OF NATIONS

QUESTION OF THE FRONTIER
BETWEEN
TURKEY AND IRAQ

Report submitted to the Council
by the Commission instituted by
the Council Resolution of
September 30th 1924
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EXPLANATION OF PRINCIPAL
ARABIC OR TURKISH TERMS.

Eyalet:
Vilayet:
Sanjak:

Liwa:
mate-

Qaza:

ship;

Nabhia:

Jebel:

Wadi:

A province (general term)
A province under a Governor-General (“Vali”).
Sub-division of a vilayet.

A district governed by a “Mutessarif”, approxi-
ly the same as a Turkish Sanjak.

The territorial jurisdiction of a “Qadi” (judge),
hence an administrative district or town-

sub-division of the liwa.

A sub-district governed by a “Mudir”: several
nahies make up a Qaza (Townshhip).

A mountain or hill.

A valley, usually a dry river-bed.
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Part One.

REPORT ON THE WORK OF THE COMMISSION

The Council of the League of Nations, during its thirtieth
session, at the meeting held at Geneva on Tuesday, September
30th, 1924, which was devoted to the examination of the question
of the frontiers of Iraq, decided to set up a special Commission of
three members “with a view to collecting the facts and data which
it required to fulfil the mission entrusted to it under Article 3,
paragraph 2, of the Treaty of Lausanne”. Under the terms of the
resolution adopted, this Commission:

“. ... Shall lay before the Council all information and all
suggestions which may be of a nature to assist it in reaching a
decision. It shall give due consideration to the existing documents
and to the views expressed by the interested parties, both as
regards the procedure and as regards the substance of the question.
It shall receive all communications which the parties may wish to
transmit to it. It may proceed to investigations on the spot, and, in
that case, may avail itself o the services of advisers appointed
respectively by each of the two Governments concerned.

“ The Commission shall fix its own procedure.

“ The Council instructs the President and the Rapporteur
on this question to appoint the members of the said Commission
by common agreement.”

The President of the Council and the Rapporteur on the
question invited Count Teleki, former Prime Minister of Hungary,
M. af Wirsen, Swedish Minister Plenipotentiary, and Colonel
Paulis (Belgium), to carry out this task. The agreed to do so, and
met at Geneva on November 13th, 1924, in order to constitute this
Commission. The following is a brief account of its activities
since that date.
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The Commission immediately acquained itself with the
documents prepared by the Secretariat of the League of Nations
concerning the frontier-line between Turkey and Iraq.

After studying the minutes of the Conference of Lausanne,
the minutes of the sessions of the Council and the memoranda of
the British and Turkish Governments, the Commission drew up
the general plan of its work. It came to the conclusion that it
would be necessary to proceed to the spot in order to carry out an
enquiry and to collect locally the data it required. It decided that
it would be necessary to go thoroughly into certain special ques-
tions and for that purpose to obtain documentary information
direct from both Governments concerned. It accordingly decided
first of all to get into personal touch in London and Angora with
the said Governments. A questionnaire was sent from Geneva to
each of the Governments concerned in order that the Commission,
when it reached London and Angora, should be able, withouot
loss of time, to obtain the supplementary information which it
required before proceeding to carry out its enquiry on the spot.

Before leaving Geneva, it was decided to elect M. af
Wirsen President of the Commission.

When the Commission arrived in London, it was received
by the Secretaries of State for Foreign Affairs and the Colonies.
Several meetings and interviews took place, at which the experts
of these two Ministries were present.

At the meeting on November 25th, 1924 Mr. Davidson, of
the Colonial Office, welcomed the Commission and expressed the
satisfaction of his Government that the Council had preferred to
appoint a Commission - a procedure which the British
Government had always thought would prove more effective for
the solution of the dispute than a plebiscite.

In reply to this observation, the Commission thought it
advisable to point out immediately that the Council had not in any
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way limited its power of action - that is to say, that it would be
free to recommend to the Council a plebiscite as well as any other
method of procedure which it might consider desirable.

Mr. Davidson thanked the Commission for this explana-
tion and stated, that the British Government intended to forward a
memorandum on its point of view concerning the difficulties of a
plebiscite. At this meeting, and at the subsequent meeting, the var-
ious points raised by the Commission in its questionaire to the
British Government were examned in turn.

Finally, in conformity with a decision previously reached
at Geneva, the Commission invited the British Government to
appoint an assessor to accompany it an assist it when carrying out
its work on the spot. At the end of the year the Commission pro-
ceeded to Constantinople, leaving that city on January 3rd for
Angora.

During the exchange of views which took place between
the Commission and the representatives of the Turkish Republic,
and incident, similar to that which occurred in London, showed
that it was necessary to state, without leaving any room for doubt,
the nature of the Commission’s powers, which left it free to
choose between the British and Turkish suggestions as to the pro-
cedure to be followed and to propose, with regard to the funda-
mental question at issue, any frontier-line it might deem desirable,
provided always that it lay between the extreme frontier limits
claimed by the two Governments.

It is to be noted that, in covering letter of its reply to the
Geneva questionaire, the Turkish Government, after summarising
the principal arguments in support of its views, put forward the
following considerations:

“ My Government is convinced . . . that the expression of
the popular will should be regarded as the essential factor in the
solution of the problem, and it hopes that the Commission will
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take into consideration the most earnest desire of the Turkish
Government and people that the solution may be found in a
free expression of the desire of the population of the Mosul
Vilayet.

“ For the first time since the foundation of the League of
Nations, a dispute of considerable importance between a great
Western Power and a Near Eastern Power regarding the final des-
tiny of an Oriental people has been brought before the Council of
the League. Feelings of good-will and mutual confidence
between East and West, and the faith of Oriental peoples in the
new era for which the League of Nations stands, will depend very
largely on the solution your Commission may advocate, after a
thorough investigation of the question.

“The Government of the Republic is convinced that your
Commission sincerely desires to contribute to the creation of
mutual confidence between these two parts of the world, which
would be so desirable a result, and will wish to ensure the triumph
of justice by recommending that the Council should allow the
population of the Vilayet of Mosul freely to determine its own
fate.” After long discussion, the Commission succeeded in per-
suading the Turkish Government to accept its point of view.

The Commission also invited the Government of Angora
to be good enough to appoint an assessor to assist in its work and
investigations.  Shortly before its departure, the Commission
learned that the assessor would be General Jevad Pasha, Inspector-
General of Troops in the Diarbekr region. The latter would be
accompanied by experts to assist him in his task. The Commission
then went to Konieh, where it had the honour to be received in
audience by H.E. Mustapha Kemal Pasha Ghazi, President of the
Turkish Republic.

By Damascus and the Syrian desert, the Commission then
proceeded to Baghdad, where it arrived on Friday, January 16th,
1925.
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The Commission accepted an invitation to stay for a few
days in Baghdad. It was, indeed, desirable for it to collect infor-
mation there concerning the economic relations which existed
between the former vilayets of Baghdad and Mosul and to study
the administrative methods and political situation of the new
State. The members of the Commission were the guests of the
British High Commissioner, Sir Henry Dobbs, who also invited
the Turkish assessor to stay at the Residency, whereas the Turkish
experts were housed in another part of the town.

The High Commissioner introduced Mr. Jardine, who had
been appointed by the British Government to act as assessor to the
Commission. He was accompanied by the former Minister of
Public Works, Sabi Bey, as representative of the Government of
Iraq.

On the day after its arrival the Commission was presented
by the High Commissioner to H.M. King Faisal, who welcomed it
an explained his views and those of his Government on the ques-
tion of the frontiers of his country. His Majesty transmitted to it
officially the text of his speech of welcome and a written memo-
randum.

In this document, after setting forth the justice and legati-
macy of the claims of Iraq, he referred to the ancient civilisation
of the Arab people and the former splendours of the city of the
Caliphs, which was once the centre of a famous civilisation. He
gave an historical summary of the Arab nationalist movement and
showed how the Arabs had not hesitated to avail themselves of the
opportunity offered by the world-war to join the Allies and expel
the usurpers. He showed that the Turks withdrew north of the
frontiers of Iraq when the Armistice was signed, and that a British
military occupation was then established in the three vilayets of
Basrah, Baghdad and Mosul. Shortly after this occupation the
British Government communicated to Parliament its intention of
keeping the promises which it had made to the Arab people and
establising a national government in Iraq. That Government had
now been in existence for four years, and the progress realised had
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allowed the British Government to transform the mandate into a
treaty of alliance. Had not the British representative on the
Council of the League of Nations declared that Iraq would soon
be in a position to become a self-governing State and request
admission to the League of Nations?

He was sure that the Commission would perceive the dif-
ference between the present state of affairs and that which existed
under Turkish rule. His kingdom, founded on justice and the civil
and religious equality of all his subjects, only desired to enjoy
lasting peace; and, when such frontiers had been granted to Iraq
as would guarantee that country’s stability, to throw all its youth-
ful energy into the development of its natural resources. In this
connection he mentioned the irrigation schemes for the plains of
the Diala and Euphrates -- schemes which would reopen over
three million acres to agriculture. The railway-line from Baghdad
to Mosul via Kifri and Kirkuk was nearning completion. Finally,
his Government was on the point of concluding a contract which
would ensure the exploitation of the Iraq oil-fields.

Reverting to the future relations of Iraq with Turkey, he
stated that his people were animated by friendly feelings towards
their neighbours. “We respect the Turkish nation”, he said, “ and
wish it all prosperity. We ourselves, however, desire to live in
peace and security in order that we may be able, by working and
developing our resources, to serve the cause of all mankind. To
attain this end, our country must be left entire and intact, and we
must possess a frontier which will guarantee as against all aggres-
sion. This is for us a question of life and death.”

He was sure that when the Commission had examined the
question in all its aspects - ethnical, geographical, economic and
strategic - it would arrive at the conclusion that to deprive Iraq of
its natural frontiers would be to deal a mortal blow at the future of
the country.
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The note concluded as follows:

“ The bringing into existence and consolidation of a per-
manent Government in Iraq is dependent on the preservation of
the status quo, as I consider that it is impossible, both strategical-
ly and economiccally, for a Government in Baghdad to live if
Mosul is detached from it an held by another Government. Nor
can a real life be hoped for the people of Iraq without Mosul.
What is more, my convictions and my experience of the mentali-
ty (original spiritual state) of the Turkish people, their historic
ambition for extension and invasion and the absence of another
line of frontier safeguarding to the existence of my country make
me declare that it will be impossible to maintain internal peace
even in normal times except by the creation of a permanent mili-
tary force which it is not within the powers of the Iraq amputated
to create either at present or in future.

Likewise, I do not believe that any foreign capital will
come into Iraq when foreign capitalists are aware that the country
is constantly exposed to risks, anarchy and invasion, Therefore
I consider tht Mosul is to Iraq as the head is to the rest of the body;
and it is my unshakeable conviction that, though the question is
only one of fixing a boundary between Iraq and Turkey, it is nev-
ertheless and in fact the question of the Iraq as a whole.
Accordingly, the happiness or misery of four millions of human
beings is placed in the hands of the members of your honourable
Commission. If for any reason the Commission may consider that
it should recommend to the League of Nations any alteration or
modification of the present frontiers of Iraq, it should at the same
time recommend to the League the choice of a new status for the
Iraq in its entirely, and it shall be responsible for the destinies of
this mass of human beings.

The Commission on that day held a meeting at the
Residency in the presence of the High Commissioner. At this
meeting an incident occurred, the effect of which was to delay the
commencement of work for a fortnight. Sir Henry Dobbs said
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that among the Turkish experts there were two - Nazim Bey and
Fettah Bey - who, although nationals of Iraq, had engaged in
transactions directed against the present Government of their
country. These two persons, against one of whom a warrant of
arrest had been issued, had been obliged to flee the country and
were now availing themselves of the presence of the Commission
in order to return to Iraq and possibly, under the cloak of diplo-
matic immunity, to engage in activities likely to disturb peace and
order. This danger was the greater since, at the present time, the
patriotic and nationalist parties, whose intense excitement in the
present circumstances could easily be understood, had already
uttered threats against them. He asked that the two experts should
be recalled.

The members of the Commission were unable to share Sir
Henry Dobbs views. While deploring the fact that the Turkish
Government should have appointed experts who were compro-
mised in the eyes of the Iraq authorities and whose presence there-
fore rendered the Commissions’s task more difficult, the
Commission pointed out that the two experts in question were
citizens of the Vilayet of Mosul and could not be regarded as
Iraqi subjects until the question of the frontiers had been
finally settled.

The Commission reported this incident to the Turkish
assessor and did not conceal its surprise that the Turkish
Government should have selected these experts. However, for the
above-mentioned reasons, it was decided not to place any pressure
on General Jevad Pasha with a view to having these experts
recalled. In the meantime, the Turkish assessor informed the
Commission that his experts and aide-de-camp had been placed in
an “entrenched camp” and kept under observation. The
Commission immediately drew the attention of the High
Commissioner to the fact that such procedure was unjustified.

The Commission felt it its duty to proceed to the spot, and
it noted that the Turkish delegation had indeed been housed some
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few kilometres from the town in military barracks surrounded by
barbed wire. As a result of the Commission’s very energetic rep-
resentations to the High Commissioner, it finally succeeded in
having the Turkish experts transferred to rooms near the
Residency.. On the other hand, it assured Sir Henry Dobbs that
the Turkish experts would not go into the town. It felt that this
arrangement was admissible on account of the special conditions
obtaining in the City of Baghdad, but it stated that, as soon as it
arrived in the disputed territory, it would insist that full freedom
of movement should be accorded to the Turkish delegation.

The first phase of this incident terminated at Baghdad by
the communication of the following note sent to the British High
Commissioner and the Turkish assessor:

“ . the reply of His Excellency the High
Commissioner and the representations made by His Excellency
General Jevad Pasha have suggested to the Commission the fol-
lowing observations:

“1.  The Commission again expresses its regret that the
Government of the Turkish Republic should have thought fit to
send with its assessor attached to the Commission of the League
of Nations persons who, by reason of their recent political activi-
ty, were, to say the least, hardly suited to accomplish so delicate a
mission. The fact that these two gentlemen have been mentioned
by name in the minutes of the Constantinople Conference should
have made it possible to foresee that difficulties and complications
would arise likely to hinder the work of the Commission.

“2. The Commission considers that, so long as it
remains outside the disputed territory, it cannot oppose certain
measures which the authorities responsible for public order state
that they have been obliged to take in order to ensure the person-
al safety of the Turkish assessor and his experts.

“3. The Commission considers, however, that, when it
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is at Mosul or in any other locality in the disputed territory, the
Turkish assessor must enjoy complete freedom in order that he
may be able to support as he thinks best the arguments laid before
the Commission by his Government. Consequently, he must be
able to avail himself freely and at all times of the assistance of his
experts and such persons as he may think fit to employ. It is clear
that, if these conditions are to be fulfilled, the experts must enjoy
the right to move about quite freely. After consultation with
General Jevad Pasha, the Commission reserves the right to come
to an agreement with the local authorities concerning the meas-
ures to be taken to ensure the personal safety of the persons
accompanying it.

“ The Commission is convinced that the two parties will
realise that any difficulty of an internal or secondary nature placed
in the way of the accomplishment of the Commission’s task can
but hinder the satisfactory progress of the enquiry entrusted to it.
It hopes that the two Governments will do all that likes in their
power to render it unnecessary for the Commission to take deci-
sion which would inevitably delay the speedy settlement of the
dispute.”

During its stay at Baghdad, the Commission, on the invi-
tation of the Iraq Government, visited a number of Ministries, the
Military School, the hospitals, educational establishments and
agricultural schools, and received various delegations. It also vis-
ited the markets, granaries and wood depots in the commercial
centres of the town in order to obtain an insight into the trade
between Baghdad and its neighbourhood and the northern regions.
It endeavoured to obtain direct evidence of the economic interde-
pendence of the former vilayets of Mosul and Baghdad. It stud-
ied the Customs statisties with particular care, sought out pre-war
consular reports and thus gathered information regarding the eco-
nomic situation of the country. The Commission proceeded to
Mosul by the Sharqat Railway, which runs for a certain distance
alongside the Jebel Hamrin, the frontier proposed by the Turkish
Government.
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The Commission arrived at Mosul on the afternoon of
January 27th and took up its residence in a large house near the
town which is used as the residence of King Faisal when staying
in this district. Immediately after its arrival, a further regrettable
incident occured. This incident is related by Count Teleki in a
memorandum which may be summarised as follows:

“ On January 27th, the day on which the Commission
arrived at Mosul, I went for a walk in the town with M. Roddolo
and M. Charriere. As I was leaving our house, General Jevad
Pasha, in uniform, offered to accompany me. I accepted his offer
the more readily as I was curious to see what impression his uni-
form might produce on the population. Hardly had we come into
the street -- the police not having yet followed us -- when about
thirty persons (who I supposed were Arabs) surrounded the Pasha
and kissed his hands amid cries of “Long live Turkey!”. The
crowd following us grew until it must have consisted of about 200
individuals, and the shouting increased. As we were passing the
barracks a few police officers intervened and endeavoured to dis-
perse the crowd.

“As we arrived in the bazaar (Market) we were joined by
three police officers, one of whom was an English-man. The
crowd surrounding us had been increased by a large number of
persons from the bazaar. The Pasha became the subject of further
acclamations and further demonstrations of sympathy. The crowd
seemed to consist of various elements. Some of those present
were very respectable; others again, seemed to be beggars; there
were also a great many children. The police officers renewed their
efforts to disperse the crowd, which seemed to obey their orders.
It was then that we noticed that behind us two policemen were
using their sticks, and one of them attacked a middle-aged man
who had taken refuge in a shop, elabouring him violently under
our eyes. I felt bound to intervene. I called an officer and said to
him: I forbit you to strike people in the presence of a member of
the Commission of the League of Nations’.
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“ Continuing our walk in the direction of the Town Hall,
we were followed by an ever-increasing crowd which the police
endeavoured to control. When we arrived in front of the
Nationalist Club of Iraq, situated opposite the Town Hall, we wit-
nessed a counter-manifestation of students wearing cockades of
the Iraq colours and acclaiming King Faisal.

“ Still followed by the crowd and surrounded by police
officers, we returned to the house”.

On the morning following upon this incident, the
Commission received a visit from the Mutasserif of Mosul,
accompanied by Major Lloyd, the British Administrative
Inspector, who stated that they would be bound to establish a sys-
tem of supervision in order to ensure the personal safety of the
Turkish delegation in view of the ever-increasing excitement man-
ifested by the more extreme elements of the population. For this
purpose, they proposed the following measures:

(1) The Turkish assessor and his experts should warn
the administrative authorities one hour in advance of their desire
to leave their residence. They should indicate the place to which
they proposed to proceed and should be accompanied by the
police.

2) Jevad Pasha should be requested not to leave his
residence in military uniform.

3) Measures should be taken by the authorities to
ensure that no political manoeuvre likely to disturb public order
should be attempted by the Turkish delegates.

The commission, being anxious to safeguard the freedom
of action of the Turkish experts, stated that it could not accept the
conditions proposed by the Mosul authorities, and it drafted a
note, which was at once dispatched to the Administrative
Inspector and the Mutasserif.
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The purport of this note was as follows:

“(1) We require that the Turkish delegates be given
complete freedom of movement without any visible police escort.
The Turkish assessor must be allowed to introduce his witnesses
to the Commission, even if they wish to be examined in secret.

“(2) Itis the duty of the municipality to provide for the
safety of the Turkish delegation; we can only allow such discreet
measures of protection to be taken on their behalf as will not be
perceived by the public.

“(3) The Commission will refuse to open its enquiry
until it has received satisfaction on these points.

On receiving this note, the Mutasserif and the British
Inspector stated that they could not reply without first referring to
the central authorities. The High Commissioner replied by
telegram that, though he recognised the justice of the
Commissions demands, he could not accept any responsibility on
behalf of the British and Iraq Governments for any hostile acts
which might be committed against the members of the Turkish
mission.

At the same time, the Commission received by telegram
from Angora a strong protest against the attitude of the Iraq
authorities. The Turkish Government asserted that the occupying
authorities must be held responsible for the safety of the Turkish
delegates. A similar protest from the Turkish Government was for-
warded to the Commission through the Secretariat of the League
of Nations. It then dispatched to Geneva a long telegram explain-
ing the origin of the situation created by the ill-advised choice of
the Turkish experts. It also reproduced its reply to Angora, in
which it pointed out to the Turkish Government that the latter
could scarcely hold the Iraq authorities responsible if it refused to
accept the precautions proposed by Baghdad.
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The Commission’s situation in Mosul was becoming
increasingly difficult. It learned that persons who had demon-
strated in favour of Turkey had been imprisoned. The members of
the Commission themselves were under constant supervision.
Two police patrols were stationed at the entrances to the
Commission’s quarters with instructions to note the coming and
going of members and secretaries and to telephone immediately to
the central police-station of the city. Under these circumstances,
the Commissioners came to the conclusion that no impartial
enquiry was possible; they informed the two assessors of this
decision and stated that the Commission would not begin work
until this state of affairs was brought to an end.

Telegrams were then exchanged with the Angora
Government, but as no definite reply was given to the
Commission’s proposals, it was finally agreed that, pending such
definite reply, General Jevad Pasha - who, under the circum-
stances, did all that he personally could to assist the Commission
in its work -- should take the responsibility for the safety of his
delegation and should accept certain discreet precautions, so far as
they did not damage the prestige and susceptibilities of the
Turkish delegation or interfere with its freedom of action. A reply
was received two days later, but as it still did not seem sufficient-
ly explicit on the question of responsibility the following telegram
was sent, which definitely put an end to the correspondence:

Mosul, February 8th, 1925

“ MINISTRY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, ANGORA. - T. 3. -
Received your telegram of February 6th stating that Jevad Pasha’s
point of view is shared by the Turkish Government. We conclude
that the Turkish Government definitely accepts the following writ-
ten declaration given by Jevad Pasha at our request on February
Sth.

“ * In my own name and the name of my Government,
pending a definite reply to your enquiry submitted to Angora, |
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hereby assume responsibility for the personal safety of members
of the Turkish delegation in case of acts of violence. I hereby
accept the discreet precautions proposed by the High
Commissioner, which, if fairly applied, will not damage the pres-
tige or susceptibilities of the Turkish delegation and will enable it
to accomplish its work with you. - (Signed) JEVAD PASHA.

“The Commission thanks the Turkish Government for its
conciliatory attitude enabling the enquiry to continue with the
assistance of the assessors. - DE WIRSEN.” Up to that date
(February 5th) the Commission, which had arrived at Baghdad on
January 16th, had not yet been able to start work or even to decide
on its programme. Having notified the assessors of its decision not
to receive any delegation or interview any witnesses until this inci-
dent had been finally closed, the commission had been obliged, up
to that point, to refrain from any official action.

In the meantime, however, the Commissioners had been
able privately -- incognito, so to speak -- to form some idea of the
views of the population. They had also agreed on the details of
their tour through the vilayet and on the methods to be followed
in the enquiry. With the object of acquiring general information,
they had visited the bazaars and the different quarters of the town,
as well as the prison. They visited unaccompanied certain persons
in the town whose experience and knowledge of the country were
well known. They were thus enabled to form a general idea of the
situation, while at the same time obviating the possibility of pres-
sure or propaganda by either party.

As soon as the official enquiry could be opened, it was
conducted jointly by the three Commissioners. The Commission
did not confine its interrogation to the local authorities, political
committees and professional associations (doctors, lawyers, mer-
chants, etc.), but extended it to all classes. The two assessors were
also invited to submit lists of witnesses whom they would wish the
Commission to examine.
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The Commission was thus in a position to carry out the
enquiry in such a manner that every class of the population, and
all individuals of any importance, should have an opportunity of
expressing their views. To illustrate the method which was fol-
lowed in the investigations, we may here quote the inaugural
speech delivered by the President in the presence of the represen-
tatives of the various associations and corporations of the town of
Mosul:

“ We cordially thank you for your visit. The Commission
has come to make an absolutely impartial enquiry into the frontier
question. It will be guided solely by the desire to secure the real
welfare of the people. The Commission expects in its turn that
you will help it in its work. It wishes the desires of all parties to
be conveyed to it freely; and it draws your attention to the serious
results to the country of any persecution of persons who may give
evidence conflicting with the wishes of the future authorities,
whoever these may be. “ We trust that you will do all in your
power to preserve tranquillity among the population, and that the
younger people, who have nothing to do with politics, will refrain
from useless demonstrations which are not calculated to promote
tranquillity.

The most important persons were examined at a full meet-
ing of the Commission, while others were interviewed seprately
by individual Commissioners. A considerable mass of evidence
was thus collected, and it would hardly be an exaggeration to say
that in the town of Mosul the Commission was able to obtain as
complete an expression of the people’s view as was possible. In
view of the fact that the Turkish Government had founded its case
on the necessity of consulting the peoples concerned, and that the
British Government also had laid stress on the importance of this
factor, it was essential for the Commission to endeavour to obtain
the widest and most thorough knowledge of the wishes of the pop-
ulation.

The Commissioners realised at the outset that in the form
in which they were obliged to put it -- i. e. Turkey or Iraq -- the
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question might give rise to serious difficulties, particularly as they
were induced by the persons whom they interviewed to ask ques-
tions about the mandatory administration and the situation creat-
ed by the treaty between Great Britain and Iraq.

This difficulty became still more obvious when the
Commission received a telegram from the Prime Minister of Iraq
protesting against the form of some of its questions. In its reply it
upheld its right and affirmed it to be its duty to cary out without
let or hindrance an exhaustive enquiry into all questions affecting
the future of the country. The Commissioners must here
repeat that their methods of enquiry necessarily involved a certain
emotional excitement among a population whose political educa-
tion is still at a very primitive stage and which had been subject-
ed to an intensive propaganda campaign.

In order to expedite the Commission’s work, which had
already been unduly delayed by the incidents reported above, it
was agreed that the enquiries in the remoter parts of the dis-
puted area should be conducted simultaneously by sub-com-
mittees. This was perfectly natural, because it had been clearly
shown in the course of the preliminary work at Mosul that the
three Commissioners were in agreement as to the method of put-
ting questions. Moreover, they had frequently observed that wit-
nesses who displayed some uneasiness in their replies when con-
fronted by the whole Commission gained confidence in the less
intimidating atmosphere of a private conversation. Again, it was
thought that this method would have the advantage of discourag-
ing any indiscretions on the part of the police, while the
Commission’s temporary absence would afford an opportunity for
restoring calm in the city.

If the Commission had moved from place to place as a
body, it would have been obliged, owing to difficulties due to
defective means of communication and lack of accommodation, to
stay much longer in the country, the enquiry would have been
delayed, and it might even have proved impossible to visit certain
districts.
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As regards the presence of the British and Turkish asses-
sors, this was a matter for the Commission, which had absolute
power to require their attendance or not as it throught best.
Indeed, no difficulty could arise, because it had been arranged that
the four Turkish experts should be distributed among the sub-
committees according to their knowledge of the different districts,
while the British and Iraq Governments had resident inspectors
and officials. As soon as the Commission’s decision to this effect
was notified to the assessors, the following note was received
from Mr. Jardine: “ The British assessor understands from a con-
versation with His Excellency the President of the Commission
that a part of the Commission desires to proceed on tour on
Sunday next, accompanied by representative of the British and
Turkish parties attached to the Commission. He further under-
stands that the destination of the members of the Commission who
are to proceed on this tour is not to be divulged. The British asses-
sor feels that the travels of the Commission (whose presence alone
is naturally the cause of great political excitement), accompanied
by representatives of both parties but without any prearranged
programme of movement or procedure, so vitally affect the whole
question of the preservation of law and order, for which the British
and Iraq Governments are responsible, that the matter is beyond
his competence, and he is obliged to inform His Excellency the
High Commissioner for Iraq and await instructions.”

In personal conversation, the British assessor pointed out
that he considered it necessary to have each sub-committee
accompanied by a police patrol for the sake of their personal safe-
ty, and that for this purpose the itinerary of each sub-committee
would have to be known in advance. The Commission objected to
this argument on the ground that it would destroy any possibility
of an impartial enquiry. Mr. Jardine said he personally could not
take the responsibility of letting the sub-committtees start without
adequate protection, and he asked the Commissioners to take no
decision without consulting Sir Henry Dobbs, who was due to
arrive on the following day.

On February 8th the High Commissioner arrived from
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Baghdad, and a meeting took place at which members of the
Commission and their secretaries were present. At the request of
Sir Henry Dobbs, the British and Turkish assessors were also
asked to attend.

Sir Henry Dobbs explained that he had come to Mosul in
the hope of smoothing over the difficulties which had arisen in
connection with the Commission’s methods of enquiry. He hoped,
first of all, that the duties of the assessors and experts would be
clearly defined and he asked whether the experts were assisting
the Commission solely as interpreters. The President replied that
the duty of the assessors was to be at the Commission’s disposal
to furnish any information they might require; the experts were
there to assist the assessors. The Commission was, however, enti-
tled to employ them direct, because it had full power to use every
means of obtaining information. There was no reason why the
Commission should not use the experts as interpreters, but that
need not therefore be regarded as their primary duty.

The High Commissioner then turned to the question of the
protection of the Turkish assessor and his suite. According to
information he had received, the pro-Turkish party was organising
armed escorts to accompany General Jevad Pasha wherever he
went. It would, of course, be the duty of the police to arrest these
escorts, whose proceedings might lead to trouble and disorder.

The President and the members pointed out that the police
had not so far dispersed any demonstration in favour of Iraq and
had not used their discretionary powers impartially, but they had
given the impression that certain demonstrations which the
Commission had witnessed were tolerated -- perhaps, indeed,
encourage -- by the police. Count Teleki added that, although he
had done no more than protest against the brutalities he had wit-
nessed, it must not be concluded therefrom that he endorsed the
other police measures which had been taken.

The High Commissioner dwelt on the excitability of the
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people of Mosul, but expressed the hope that the Commission
would not be inconvenienced by any further demonstration of the
kind. The President replied that such demonstrations were to be
deplored, not because they inconvenienced the Commission but
because they caused a regrettable amount of excitement.

Sir Dobbs hoped that the Commission would realise that,
in the form in which it had pursued its enquiries in Mosul, those
enquiries were bound to threaten seriously the authority of the
British and Iraq Governments throughout the disputed area. If
appeared from reports received at Baghdad that the questions put
by the Commission to most of the witnesses had been of a nature
to impair the prestige of these Governments by suggesting that the
Commission was looking for evidence against the existing admin-
istration.

He admitted that the fact that the country was in the occu-
pation of one of the parties to the dispute gave that party a stronger
position than the other, and consequently obliged the Commission
to use all possible means to obtain reliable information as to the
real desires of the people.

He suggested that the Commission might work in closer
touch with the assessors and that public opinion could be consult-
ed through the local authorities.

The President said that the Commission was perfectly
willing to consider the suggestions of both parties but that it
would pursue the enquiry quite freely as its duty dictated. In any
case, the procedure followed by the Commission would be set
forth in a report to the Council of the League of Nations. He con-
cluded by pointing out that the Commission’s work had been ham-
pered to a certain extent by the unjustifiable action of the police,
not only against the witnesses who had been called but also
against the Commission itself.

The High Commissionner again alluded to the difficulty
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of maintaining order and observed that it was the duty of the
Government in power to enforce existing laws throughout the ter-
ritory under its administration.

Speaking as a jurist, Count Teleki pointed out that Iraq leg-
islation could only be enforced in the disputed territory so far as
it related to the administration of the country and the maintenance
of order. In regard to all matters connected with the sovereignty
over the country, it was not applicable.

The High Commissioner regretted any excessive zeal
which might have been displayed by the Iraq police, which was
still in process of organisation.

There was another question which he thought should be
touched upon. It was an important question and of such a delicate
nature that he had hesitated to mention it, but he thought it likely
that it might form the subject of a protest by his Government when
the report came to be discussed by the Council of the League of
Nations. The British Government, he thought, might not approve
of the Commission’s decision to make separately enquiries in dif-
ferent parts of the vilayet.

The nationalities of the members of the Commission
would suggest that, in selecting them, the Council had endeav-
oured to establish a “perfect equilibrium”.

He was afraid that his Government and public opinion in
England might be led to imagine that the nationality of the indi-
vidual members of the Commission, and the sentiments which
might presumably be attributed to them, would not be without
some influence on their respective conclusions.

The President, speaking both for himself and for his col-
leagues, felt that he must at once call attention to the inexpedien-
cy of this remark. He replied that this was a question of confi-
dence; that the Council had unanimously selected the members of
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the Commission and had left them complete freedom to settle
their own procedure; and that, while criticisms might have been
passed by the representatives of the countries concerned in the
presence of the Council at the time of its decision, they seemed
misplaced at the present stage of the Commissions’ work. He
added that if this question were to be reopened, serious
consequences might ensue.

The meeting closed with a detailed statement by the mem-
bers of the Commission of the programme of their enquiry. The
High Commissioner took note of this and promised to assist them
by every means in his power.

The enquiry in Mosul was temporarily suspended, and the
members of the Commission separated, arranging to meet again at
Kirkuk on February 25th.

M. of Wirsen remained at Mosul with Jevad Pasha and Mr.
Jardine to pursue the enquiry in the neighbourhood of the city. He
visited the villages as far as Sinjar, Tel Afar, Karaqosh and Aqra,
and summoned to the centres at which he stayed the notables from
the neighbourning villages, lists of whom had been drawn up by
the two assessors.

He also interviewed the chiefs of the Arab tribes west of
the Tigris, notably the chief of the imporant Shamar tribe.

Count Teleki, accompanied by Nazim Bey, the British
political officer, Mr. Lyon, and the Commission’s interpreter, M.
Kramers, carried on investigations in the Erbil district as far as
Sheiklawa and Makhmur. He visited the Kurdish tribes of the
Dizdai, Kushnawa, Kora, Girdi, Sheikh Bisani, the Arab tribe of
the Thai, and the Sarli Villages.

Colonel Paulis, accompanied by Sabi Bey, one of the Iraq
Government experts, and Kiamil Bey, one of the Turkish experts,
conducted enquiries in the Kirkuk district as far as Shemshemal.
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He got into touch with the representatives of the Obeid, Jibur,
Talabani, Dauda, Kakai, Amawand, Bashawand, Seferawand,
Sirkhasaa, Shuah and other tribes.

In the neighbourhood of Kifri he parted company with M.
de Pourtales, who continued the enquiry with the assistance of
Fettah Bey and a British officer who was acquainted with the dis-
trict.

M. de Pourtales travelled through the Jebel Hamrin and
visited Kurdish tribes, including the Jaf, Zengana, Delo, Talabani,
the Arab tribe of the Kerawi, and also the Bayat.

The Commission as a whole interviewed the representa-
tives of the Miryusifi, Abass, Surkhis, Herki, Khelani, Aku and
Destidian tribes.

The routes followed by the Commission are shown on the
annexed map No. I. Even more difficult than in the towns was the
enquiry in the villages and country districts and among the
nomadic tribes, where the people had less political experience and
were more backward in civilisation. It must be added that the vil-
lagers and country people had little or no knowledge of the ques-
tion.

The method followed by the Commission in its enquiry
was to explain the object of its mission in very simple language to
the persons who came to meet it and then to put question after the
assessors had withdrawn.

The statement of the case was not always the same but was
adapted to the position, intelligence and state of education of the
witnesses. All witnesses were assured that secrecy would be
observed in regard to their depositions, and the Commission found
that the confidence inspired by its methods increased as the
enquiry progressed.

The members of the Commission and the assessors met
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later at Kirkuk, and the Commission then proceeded to
Sulaimanya to continue the enquiry.

On the return journey from Sulaimanya to Mosul the
Commission stopped at Kirkuk, Altun Keupri and Erbil to com-
plete the earlier enquiries made in this neighbourhood by some of
its members. At these places it interviewed witnesses whom it had
not been possible to examine during the earlier visits of members
of the Commission.

On returning to Mosul on March 8th, the Commission was
pleased to find that all traces of police supervision had disap-
peared. The Turkish delegation was left entirely free to move
about the town and to make and receive visits; and if it did not take
advantage of this freedom it must certainly admit that the local
authorities offered no hindrance to the accomplishment of the sec-
ond part of the enquiry.

The Commission feels bound to record the fact that the
lists supplied by the British authorities gave particulars of all
notable persons in the various localities, regardless of their pro-
fessed opinions, even if these opinions were definitely pro-
Turkish. At Mosul, during this second portion of the enquiry, the
Commission questioned Ulemas of mosques selected indiscrimi-
nately in both the richer and poorer quarters of the town; owners
of house, village and landed property; all electors of the second
degree mentioned in the old Turkish lists; and all persons still liv-
ing in Mosul who had been members of the municipal council of
the town during the last twenty years.

Considering that its enquiry at Mosul was at an end,
the Commission left for Zakho, passing through the large
Christian villages in the Al-Qosh district and the Yesidi vil-
lages in the Ba-Edra region.

At Zakho the Commission received the chiefs and notables
of the districts north and south of the line agreed upon at Brussels,
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and more especially the Christians of the villages in the territory
of the Kurdish tribes of the Goyan and Jindi.

On leaving Zakho for Dohuk to continue its enquiry, the
Commission found the population highly excited in the latter
place. The witnesses were summoned to the Commission’s quar-
ters, which were outside the town, and a large crowd collected
there. A rumour had been spread that the powers of government
had been transferred to the Commission. Thanks to the latter’s
energetic action and the explanations given, tranquillity was
restored. At Dohuk, as at Zakho, the Commission interviewed the
persons from the town and neighbourhood whom the two asses-
sors had asked leave to introduce.

At Dohuk the Commission examined the notables and del-
egates from Amadia and the northern parts, who had been sum-
moned to that town in order to save time.

It need hardly be pointed out that the Commission did not
confine its enquiry to the question of the views of the people on
the political sovereignty over the territory. The enquiry constitut-
ed at the same time a psychological study of the population.

The questions asked also dealt with economic and com-
mercial problems, of which the Commission endeavoured to make
a thorough study by visiting warehouses, bazaars, markets, etc. in
different places, particularly in the City of Mosul. In the course
of the journey, ethnological, geographical and geological obser-
vations were also made, and data were obtained in regard to
means of communication, agricultural resources, etc.

During its stay in the territory the Commission made sev-
eral aeroplane flights in order to gain a general idea of the desert
steppes and the extent to which they were habitable. During the
first flight it also flew over the whole chain of the Sinjar
Mountains, while in three other flights it covered the northern
frontier from Zakho to Rowanduz. The Commission twice flew



Assyrian Settlement Final

- New:Assyrian Settlement.gxd 12/ 9 15:17 Page 96

96 BRITISH POLICY IN ASSYRIAN SETTLEMENT
over the Jebel Hamrin.

Returning to Mosul on March 18th, the Commission spent
a few days in co-ordinating the information collected, and, as the
enquiry could then be regarded as closed, it left Mosul by the trade
route through Deir-es-Zor and Damascus.

It met at Geneva on Monday, April 20th, and began the
drafting of this report.

The Commission desires to express its thanks to M.
Kramers, Lecturer of the University of Leyden, for his services as
interpreter and for the valuable assistance he gave it during the
preparation of the chapters on the Turks, the Kurds and the Sarli.

In the course of its work, the Commission availed itself
also of the valuable assistance of:

Colonel L. Martin, Chief of the Map Department of the
Library of Congress, Washington.

Mr. W. L. Westermann, Professor at Columbia University,
New York.

Mr. A. C. Coolidge, Professor at Harward University,
Mass.

M. Eu. Oberhummer, Professor at the U